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RAP & RIDE
By Tina Fraembs

TWO BITTS
By Rick Przybylski

Ahhh Fall is here…
There are a lot of things going on this Fall so
please check the events calendar and the forums for
any last minute additions.
Right now we are gearing up for the Club Picnic at
the Cider Festival. I hope you and your family will
join us for a fun filled day at the farm.
October brings Oktoberfest for the club and the
local dealer open houses. We will have booths set up
so please let us know if you can help out at one of the
dealer locations.
November provides the election results; December
installs the newly elected BoD and January is our annual Holiday Party!

I have a great ride story for you this month and
next month. Phil and Karen Ager take a tour of Slovenia on motorcycle. It’s such a huge and awesome
report, I couldn’t fit it in one month.
Don’t forget elections are coming up so think
about running for office to help your club. We also
have sign up sheets for the club picnic and Oktoberfest (page 14 & 17) .
Hope to see you there!
Ride safe,
Rick Przybylski
BTS Editor
Editor@bmwbmw.org

I hope to see you all at many of our upcoming
events. If you have any questions or comments,
please don’t hesitate to email me.
Ride Safe,
Tina Fraembs, President
BMW Bikers Of Metropolitan Washington

BMWBMW membership meeting at Bob’s BMW.
Club Vice President Maria Vandergucht talks to the
club about upcoming events.
September 2011
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SloveniaTrip Report By Phil & Karen Ager
In early 2011, Karen expressed
her desire to return to Europe for
another visit. We considered various trip options and a handful of
motorcycle touring companies. We
selected a tour through Adriatic
Moto Tours (AMT) that would take
us into both familiar and unexplored
territory. We decided on a trip at the
end of May due to warmer temperatures in the Italian Alpine passes
we’d revisit. So we started an email
exchange with Matej Malovrh, the
owner of AMT. Since this would be
Karen’s first driving vacation in
Europe, she wanted it to be on the
“right side” of the road. We had
concerns about language problems,
so we also wanted it to be a guided
tour. We selected their “Alps Adriatic Adventure” with a start/finish in
Ljubljana that covered the period 26
May – 7 June and because we could
reserve a BMW F650GS just like
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Karen’s. Phil wanted an extended
‘test drive’ on an F800GS. AMT also
provides a motorcycle guide to lead
our group of 11 bikers with three riding 2-up, and a support van to deliver
luggage to our hotel rooms every
time we changed locations. A tour
book described recommended routes
for each day with sites to visit along
the way. If/when we chose to ride by
ourselves, Phil reserved a Garmin
Zumo that proved to be a great source
of information for our various excursions (for 50€). The two bikes we
selected, this particular VIP tour, and
trip insurance totaled ~6,200€
(~$8,700) for the 13 days which included all breakfasts and most dinners (an abundance of excellent
meals).

and delivered to the hotel Kmečki
Hram where our tour would launch
from which was actually just outside the ring road in a community
called Tomačevo. After freshening
up a bit after our 19 hours of travel
(including the 6 hour time change),
the innkeeper gave us a bus ticket
and instructions on how to get to
the downtown tourist area. We
hoped we could survive until dusk
so as to then get fully caught up on
our sleep. We caught the 13:05 bus
and did some easy sightseeing
along the northern parts of town
until our bus stopped outside the
big Nama Department Store on
Slovenska cesta (road).

We enjoyed a leisurely stroll
through town and wandered
Day 0 was the day we arrived through some open air markets
in-country on 25 May. We were met looking for trinkets. Ljubljana is
at the airport by a prearranged taxi
Continued on next page…
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SloveniaTrip Report (Cont) By Phil & Karen Ager
steep hill. After investigating parts
of the castle, we paid 4€ each to
walk up the fancy iron staircase to
the top of the castle keep. Although
hazy, we enjoyed the views over the
city. Worth the money and the ef-

dissected by the Ljubljanica River
and dominated by Castle Hill. We
traversed several bridges on our
tour including the famous Triple
Bridge and the Dragon Bridge. We
stopped in a book store and got

some needed postcards. We next
wandered into a tavern off the
square for a bite to eat and ended
up sharing what was described as a
chicken kabob sandwich and a
Laško draft beer. Next we walked
toward Ljubljana Castle and paid
3€ each to ride the funicular up the fort. After enjoying the Slovenian
cuisine at Mencigar-Nobile, a restaurant below the
castle specializing
in foods from the
eastern Prekmurje
region, we meandered over to the
bus stop and
headed back to
the inn for some
September 2011
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rest. A long and fulfilling Day 0!
Day 1 (26 May): After a good
night’s sleep, we wandered down to a
typical continental breakfast around
0900. Selections included teas and
coffee, hard-boiled eggs, boiled Vienna sausages, sliced meats &
cheeses, cups of yoghurt, rolls, dried
fruits and cereals. We wrote those
postcards to the U.S. and left them
for the innkeeper to post. Since we
had time to kill until the 1600 riders’
meeting, we headed into town again
by bus in search of souvenirs. Karen
found some Slovenian spoons for her
coworkers and we then headed for
the river to explore a little more (this
time we headed up river – south).
Ljubljana is a very walkable town,
but we noticed way too much graffiti.
We crossed even more bridges and
took more photos.
For lunch we settled on the Julija

Restaurant on Stari Trg (square).
Karen had a delicious dish of gnocci
w/pears, chicory, and gorgonzola
cheese; Phil chose a Mediterranean
salad and we shared a .5L bottle of
Union beer for 32€. We then found
our way back to the bus route
through a lot of construction and had
a long wait for #19. It was a hot ride
in the bus back to Tomačevo arriving
in time for the group meeting.
We met our guide, Rožle Verhovc
Continued on page 11…
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Club Elections-How Does This Work? By Maria Vandergucht and Scott Keimig
Believe it or not, time for the annual club elections
is Here! Do you want to be involved in the workings
of the club and make an impact on its direction? Then
consider running for office.
As we progress through this election season, we
wish to fill you in on the process so far. Chase
Hinderstein has graciously stepped in as the Elections
Committee chair for this year and has already begun
the process of talking to members, as well as recruiting members via the forum.
The club by-laws state that the election ballot will
be in the October BTS. Ballots must be postmarked
by 10/31 to be considered valid in the count. We will
also be holding online elections again this year and
online site will run from October 1st through October
31, 2011. The site will be shut down at midnight on
October 31. To accomplish that goal, we have developed the following timeline and communications
schedule:
September BTS -- Preliminary list of candidates to be
released. This will also be posted in the online club forum.
September 20th -- All candidates, both new and incumbent, submit their position statement (if
they choose) to the elections committee. This
is the final deadline for members to announce
their intention to run for office.
October BTS Newsletter -- Candidate position statements and ballots are published. Candidates
may also post their statement in the on-line
forum.
October 31st -- Postmark deadline for mailed and
electronic ballots.
November General Membership Meeting -- Election
winners announced.
December BTS -- List of election winners published.
December General Membership Meeting –Newly
elected club officers installed.
Now, some common questions:
What positions are elected roles? Following is the list
of positions, and responsibilities. If you want
more information about a particular position,
contact the Elections Committee, or current/ prior
office-holder.
The President shall preside over and set the agenda
6
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for the General membership meetings, and other club
group events (i.e., the annual rally, the Holiday party,
Oktoberfest, etc.) The President also acts as the club
spokesperson when dealing with other clubs and organizations, when a single voice is needed. The Board
of Directors should provide input when possible, but
the President sets a "tone" for these interactions and
for the club as a whole.
The Vice President shall assume the duties of the
President during his or her absence or inability to act.
A close working relationship between the President
and Vice President helps to smooth the rough spots
that might otherwise occur. The club should be able to
expect that one or both of these officers will attend
every General Membership and Board of Directors
meeting.
The Vice President is also responsible for organizing
the annual election process, which includes coordinating the activities of the elections committee. The Vice
President shall also serve as the chairperson of the
Rally Committee. The Rally Committee is responsible
for the planning, organization, and management of the
rally.
The Secretary shall keep records of the proceedings
of the club, and also serve as Secretary to the Board
of Directors. The Secretary shall prepare written minutes of all official business transacted at Board meetings and general meetings and verbally present these
minutes at each general meeting.
The Treasurer shall receive and dispense all funds of
the club. The Treasurer shall sign all checks, but the
expenditures shall be reviewed by the Board of Directors. The Treasurer shall be responsible for presenting
a verbal report at each Board and general membership
meeting, and shall submit an annual financial summary in January to be published in the club newsletter.
The Newsletter Chair is responsible for the producing the monthly publication of Between the Spokes.
There are three facets to the job. The first includes
collecting content for publication, including articles
from the membership and from the Board of Directors, obtaining advertisements from advertisers, and
coordinating various monthly and seasonal events that
need to be published. The second is laying out and
editing the monthly publication, then ensuring it is
delivered to the printer in order that the membership
receives it on or near the first day of the month.
Continued on next page...
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Club Elections (Cont)...
Lastly, highlight features and event information from
the newsletter must be delivered (preferably by email) to the club Webmaster for inclusion on the
club's website.
The Membership Chair is responsible for disseminating information to all interested parties and maintaining a current membership list. The Membership
Directory shall be distributed annually. The Membership Chair processes incoming applications and mails
materials to new and renewing members.
What positions are open? All positions are open
for candidates. Not all incumbents are returning –
openings include President, Vice President, Editor,
and Treasurer. Our current VP has volunteered to run
for the President slot. Even though several incumbents are re-running for that office, don’t hesitate to
run for any office to which you believe you can contribute.
How do I nominate a member, or myself, for the
election? Contact a member of the elections committee: elections@bmwbmw.org. This email address will
forward your note to both of us (Scott and Chase).
You can also send a private message through the forums. If you like the old-fashioned way or reaching
out and touching someone, contact Scott or Chase.
If you nominate someone else to run, the election
committee does contact that person to ensure they
wish to run for club office before placing their name
on the ballot. Who can run for office? Any member
in good standing, which means you have paid the
membership dues.
The easiest way to be involved in the future of the
club is to cast your ballot. Please take the time to
be an involved member and remember to VOTE!

Election update on
next page...

September 2011
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Club Elections (Cont)...
At present we have had 5 volunteers stand up to run for the six elected offices, but the elections committee is still looking actively
for additional candidates. Listed below are are the electable offices, current candidate names, and their associated forum IDs.
President -- Maria Vandergucht (MariaV)
Vice President -- Scott Keimig (ERC Scott)
Secretary --Open; no one has declared at this time
Treasurer -- Henry Winokur (henwin)
Newsletter Chair-- Wes Fleming (chiba)
Membership Chair -- Paul Brown (griffin378)
Although most offices have a candidate volunteer, its preferable to have a contested election, so please don’t hesitate to run for any
office to which you believe you can contribute. You can contact the elections committee at: elections@bmwbmw.org

Club member Jack Muth receives his BMW 100,000
Mile Award at the July Membership meetinng. He's
well on his way to the 200,000 as well!
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Club Safety Event—MSF Advanced Rider Course By Chaz Fisher
In 2011, the Maryland Motorcycle Safety Program rolled out a new course – the MSF Advanced RiderCourse
(ARC). And on September 18, you have the opportunity to take this class with your fellow BMWBMW members. We’ll be “taking over” the regularly scheduled ARC class at Harford Community College as a
BMWBMW Club Safety Event. The ARC addresses a whole new level of skills, both mental and physical, beyond the MSF’s Basic RiderCourse (BRC) and Experienced RiderCourse (ERC). Rather than simply give you a
higher skill set, the ARC will also help you understand how to apply advanced techniques to make you a safer
rider. While based on the MSF’s Military SportBike RiderCourse (MSRC), the ARC is for all types of bikes,
and all types of riders. Here’s what the MSF has to say about it:
Advanced RiderCourse (ARC): A one-day course that complements a rider's basic skills and helps with personal risk assessment. It includes a fast-paced classroom segment with several interactive activities to improve
perception and hazard awareness. Range exercises enhance both basic skills and crash avoidance skills. Improving braking and cornering finesse is emphasized. The course is beneficial for riders on any type of street motorcycle.
The class will be taught at Harford Community College, in Bel Air MD, starting at 9 am on September 18.
Normal cost for the class is $169, bur for BMWBMW members the cost is $145. To take advantage of this special rate, first contact your club Safety Chair, Chaz Fisher by email at safety@bmwbmw.org or by cell phone at
410-591-9343. Give him your name and BMWBMW member number, and I’ll give you the special Course
Number reserved for club members. Then register by calling the college at 443-412-2376 or 443-412-2241 – be
sure to tell them you’re a BMWBMW member, and give them the special Course Number. Registration will be
available up until the class date, as long as space is available. And if you have questions about the
class itself, please don’t hesitate to email or call.
September 2011
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Bylaws Update By Maria Vandergucht
BMWBMW funds in the treasury will not be used to
further the interest of religious, political or charitable
organizations.

BMWBMW Bylaw Updates
by Maria Vandergucht
The following updates are proposed to the club bylaws:
Section III, A, Number 2 (Vice-President Duties).
Delete this second paragraph: The Vice President is
also responsible for organizing the annual election
process, which includes coordinating the activities of
the elections committee.

PLEASE NOTE!!!!
The vote for these changes has been changed from
the July meeting to the October 2nd meeting.

Section III, A, Number 3 (Secretary Duties). Add
this statement as paragraph 3: The Secretary is also
responsible for organizing the annual election process,
which includes coordinating the activities of the Elections Committee.
Section III, A, Number 4 (Treasurer Duties). Section III, A, Number 4 (Treasurer Duties) Add
this statement as paragraph: The treasurer shall maintain that all BMWBMW Club funds are intended to
finance club activities that support the stated objectives of the club as outlined in Section II.

10
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SloveniaTrip Report (Cont) By Phil & Karen Ager
and his sidekick Matjaž, on the patio
and we were told the rules of group
riding while signing motorcycle registration paperwork. We fetched our
riding gear for a quick taxi ride over
to the AMT garage. From there we
went on a nice 40km test ride
around some narrow country roads.
This was to both familiarize the riders with their bikes and for Rožle to
observe our individual/group riding
skills. We then parked the bikes at
the hotel and enjoyed some beer or
wine before the evening meal. The
folks at the Kmečki Hram put out a
really big spread for the group’s dinner in one corner of the big dining
room. Dinner started with large
bowls of soup. Next came hearty
individual salads, then large trays of
fried meats & veggies including
stuffed chicken cutlets, thin pork
cutlets, beef flank steaks, some
crispy rashes of back bacon, and

breaded mushrooms, eggplant, and
zucchini! There were also big
bowls of white rice with shrimp &
scallions, along with portions of
corn, carrots, peas, and French fries.
No one left hungry, as was going to
be the case everywhere we stayed.
Day 2 began with a quick discussion of the day’s sightseeing stops at
0815 and the whole parade of bikers
rolled out of the parking lot at 0829
toward Kog in the far east of the
country via routes 104 & 210 to the
Jezersko Pass (1,218m) into Austria
and then quickly onto the Pavlic
Pass (1,338m) taking us back into
Slovenia. The mountain passes
were a wonderful introduction to the
Steiner Alpen and a taste of things
to come. As would become the
norm, we made a coffee/rest stop
along the way after about 90 minutes. The next stop was a Nature
Park at the end of the Logarska Valley (4€ toll each for entry). We dismounted and hiked for 15 min. up a
steep, gravel ravine to the tall Rinka

waterfall (90m).
Our lunch stop was 6km down the
road in the next valley, Robanov Kot.
Rožle had called ahead for reservations at the top-grade, farm-stay,
Govc-Vrsnik. We put on the feedbag
again with more beef-noodle soup, a
large salad, and a big sampler plate
of local specialties including breaded
pork, sliced beef, a spinach pancake,
two small cheese dumplings, spinach
ravioli, sliced eggplant w/cheese topping, as well as a big portion of
oven-roasted potatoes with rosemary
seasoning. All delicious – 12€ per
person.

After all that food, the afternoon
whizzed by as we snaked our way
through many small towns in the forested uplands. The large group of
diverse riders had to learn to work as
a team because slow-moving traffic,
stop lights and roundabouts all conspired to stretch the chain. The rule
was always stay on the main road
unless directed otherwise, know
who’s behind you, and wait for them
conspicuously at a turn point. The
next rider should wait until their follower was aware of the turn. The
group had to learn fast to work together as a team. As evening approached we all stopped near Ptuj for
gas – always an adventure for a
dozen bikes.
Continued on page 15...
September 2011

Between the Spokes

©2011 BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washington

11

General Membership Meeting Minutes By Scott Keimig
BMWBMW General Membership Meeting 8/13/11
Held at Bobs BMW Jessup MD
The meeting was convened at 11:00 AM by Tina Fraembs, President
• There were 33 members present, and a number of temporary “drop-ins” from random store customers. First-time attendees: Cindy (GS); Antonio (GSA); Donna (RT); Bob (shopping for a bike); & Hanna (no ride at present)
Oktoberfest Update Maria related that the event is scheduled for October 1-2 at Camp WestMar in Thurmont MD. As in
previous years, authentic German food and beverages will be available through the efforts of Ed & Barb Phelps. Ed answered a couple of questions from the membership.
Treasurer’s Report Ron provided his accounting statement as of 7/31/11. Income of $486.22; expenses of $2375.07; Paypal Balance of 248.56; checking balance of $16766.92.
Editor’s Report Rick stated that he always welcomes news items and photos that may be of interest to club members.
Secretary’s Report Scott reviewed the timeline over the next few months for club elections. Several officers are either
stepping down or considering running for another office. Even if current officers are planning to run again for their office,
members are encouraged to run for any office that they would like. Detailed information on the election process will be
provided within the next week on the club forum and in the next issue of BTS.
President’s Report Tina provided her statement of resignation after five years of service as Club President. She encouraged members to seriously consider the merits of serving on the BoD.
Tina also reported that the club picnic will not be held at Summit Point, rather it is scheduled for Sept 17th at Great
Country Farms, Loudoun VA. Information will be included in the next issue of Spokes.
The proposed Bylaws amendments are scheduled for membership voting at the October 2nd meeting at Camp Westmar
in Thurmont.
She described her experience in the Moon Light Ride last month with the Concours Owners Group / Sport Touring
Club.
She asked new Internet Chair Andy Dooley to stand and introduce himself.
She mentioned that members would be receiving additional information on the Club Picnic and the Club Oktoberfest.
Our Holiday Party is scheduled for January 14th at Elks Club in Rockville MD.
She announced that the Government Affairs office is open due to resignation of incumbent.
Our MSF ARC club training event is scheduled for Sept 18 at Harford Community College in Bel Air, MD. Priority
enrolment will be given to Club members. Tina discussed the process for enrolment and membership verification.
Additional info is available from Safety Chair, Chaz Fisher.
Ride’s Chair Ed provided an update on this year’s rides program. He also mentioned that the Concours Owners Group /
Sport Touring Club Has invited our members to attend a riding event that starts in Carlisle, PA on August 21st.
Host Statements from Bob’s Staff
Hanna Creekmore, Marketing Manager gave a briefing on her history at Bob’s and then told us about the activities
planned for the store Oktoberfest on Oct 1st. These will include a swap meet, and odds & ends sale of items from
the warehouse, technical sessions, and others.
Peter Meade, Parts & Accessories Manger passed out discount coupons for various store items and tickets for a door
prize.
Ashton Menefee, Sales Manager provided info on the 2012 bike models and the discounts that are available for current
models. He also described the detailed bike inspection service that Bob’s now provides for persons contemplating
buying a BMW from another owner.
Chris Buell, Service Manager mentioned that he has now been with Bob’s for about 60 days. He advised members contemplating professional restorations to contact him to place their names on the winter restoration schedule. He also
described the technical sessions that will be available during the store Oktoberfest.
Bob Henig took the stage and called Jack Muth up to accept his 100,000 mile riding award. Bob then reminded members of two events that are always crowd pleasers: the first is the Finger Lakes Rally in Watkins Glen, and the Second is our participation in the long-running charity “Ride for Kids”.
The meeting was adjourned at 11:55 AM.
Respectfully submitted,
Scott Keimig, Secretary
12
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BMWBMW Club Picnic Info & Registration Form

September may mean back to school for many, but at Great Country Farms it means back to
the farm for freshly pressed cider and apples! We will celebrate the start of the cider
pressing season with tastings of this season’s best sparkling cider blends including peach,
cherry and raspberry. Take home some cider to add to your next celebration! Enjoy lunch
from our RoosterauntA which will be serving up Apple Dumplings, BBQ and Kettle Corn.
Our 100% Natural cider slushies are sure to hit the spot. Our 1865 Cider press will be
back in action this season with demonstrations at 11:30am, 1:30pm and 3:30pm. Visitors
are encouraged to try giving the press a crank to see how cider used to be pressed. We will
also have our pumpkin field open and if you have never been in a pumpkin field before a
frost, you will be amazed by plants over your knees that hide their orange treasure.
The farm play area is packed with action as well and includes three 60 foot slides, pedal
carts, farm animals to visit, 4 permanent mazes, rope swings, a corn bin to roll in over 1000
lbs of corn, and the Children’s Imagination Village for tots to play, a giant sand box and our
infamous hoppy cows. The new Imagination Village is jogging stroller friendly and will keep
little ones busy while parents enjoy the day and time together.
The “Roosteraunté” will be serving up the farm’s famous all natural cider slushies, BBQ
and Kettle Corn and is open both Saturday and Sunday from 10am-5pm. Fall Harvest
special treats include Grandma Z’s apple dumplings and freshly baked pies.
The potato fields will be open over the weekend. Come and dig up some potato treasures to
take home!

Saturday September 17th Rain or Shine
BMWBMW Club Picnic – 10:30
own)

– 2:30pm (members are more than welcome to show up earlier or stay later in the day on their

Admission $10 – Adults; Kids - $8 in advance to Ron, You MUST pre-register for this event!
Please signup by September 7th, 2011. Make check payable to BMWBMW. Send to: Ron Plichta, 10607
Henrico St. Fairfax, VA 22032
Number attending : ________ x $10 each = total $ __________
Number Kids : ___________ x $8 each = total $____________
Names and phone number: _________________________________________________
For more info, please call Tina at (703) 835-2847, and visit the Great Country Farms website at
http://www.greatcountryfarms.com/index.php/annual-events/cider-festival.html for farm details and
directions.
14

Between the Spokes

©2011 BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washington

September 2011

SloveniaTrip Report (Cont) By Phil & Karen Ager
Day 3 (28 May): We needed rain
gear through much of the day; not
too bad though. Rožle briefed everyone to take it easy because the
roads would be slippery with water
with possible sand and gravel in the
corners. We headed southwest past
The group then made its way to hillsides covered in grape vines toward our next night’s stay at the reHlebec which is a working vinefurbished Grad Otočec, a 5-Star hoyard, a terrific restaurant, and a 7room B&B. Mr. Milan Hlebec and tel in a converted 13th century castle
on a small island in the Krka river
his family welcomed us with
friendly smiles and glasses of their not far from Novo Mesto. Near
Riesling wine. We found our rooms, midday we made our rest stop that
baggage waiting, got cleaned up af- eventually turned into a lunch stop.
Karen & Phil got their order placed
ter a long day, and returned to the
courtyard for some more wine and last; the cook and the waitress were
trying their best to keep up with our
socializing with dinner scheduled
for 8pm. Milan’s grandson got out many orders. We thought we’d simhis accordion and provided some
terrific music for the festivities.
Phil’s F800 cost 15.82€ for 12.2L
@1.295 per liter (22km/L or 52mpg;
$23.40 for 3.2gal = $7.31/gal);
Karen’s F650 took 9.9L for 12.86€
(27km/L or 64mpg; $19.05 for
2.6gal).

The group eventually moved indoors to a downstairs dining room
for another feast including: beefpancake and creamy mushroom
soups, side salads, a sliced beef w/
horseradish & potato salad appetizer, then a main course of local
sausages, breaded pork cutlets w/
wheat dumplings, sliced turkey w/
pineapple and onion, and carrots on
the side. Additional wines included
a dry Sauvignon Blanc and a
Zweigelt red. Two of the Aussies,
Jack & Warren, declined to try the
wines, so Rožle found them some
Laško beer. Eventually, the group
shared the cost of the many bottles
of wine consumed.
September 2011

sand were shoveled and shaped they
left interesting designs that can be
discerned overhead depending on
one’s imagination. Our guide
pointed out a dinosaur, horse, elephant, dragon, butterfly, and various
human anatomy bits, etc. After extricating ourselves from the steep
hillside parking area, Rožle next
took his flock to his parent’s house
near the Sava River. They put out a
nice spread of cakes and deliciously
fresh strawberries picked earlier that
day. Rožle hadn’t visited his parents
in a couple of years, so it was a brief
but joyous reunion. Then we were
off to our next hotel and a special
evening.
Our arrival at Grad Otočec was
quite unique. We crossed the
wooden bridge to the island, rolled
through the castle gate across a red
carpet, and parked our motorcycles
in the courtyard near the front door.
Not your typical clientele at a 5-star
hotel. After receiving a glass of

ply share a cheeseburger and a salad
(10€); a quick meal to prepare you’d
think. But No! We got a gigantic
salad and a 9” cheeseburger only
minutes before Rožle said it’s time
to roll in order to get to our next
tourist stop. We ate half the burger
and a few bits of salad and off we
went. Because of the inclement
weather, Rožle decided to take us to
a nearby vineyard called Najgar
wine cellar and repnica, near
Brežice, whose wine cellars are
hand-dug into dense quartz sand deposited by the Pannonian Sea two
million years ago. The caves are
champagne in the foyer, we got the
deep enough that they need no extra keys to our rooms and went up to
supports, and when the layers of
Continued on next page...
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SloveniaTrip Report (Cont) By Phil & Karen Ager
the second floor in our riding gear to Our group followed the GPS route
while Rožle went back into Slovenia
get cleaned up.
to repair Al’s rear tire. We stopped at
We were told dinner would be at the first real town, Delnice, to get
some Croatian Kuna’s from an ATM
1930, but instead we gathered in a
small room next to the courtyard for with our credit cards (about 5 K to
$1). Then we wended our way 40km
drinks and friendly discussions on
the day’s ride. Then we moved to a south to Krk island where each bike
paid 4€ to cross a big toll bridge onto
private dining room for a terrific
Otok Krk (Krk island). We quickly
four course meal. The menu was:
rode 35km to Valbiska in time for the
Smoked trout with courgettes and
radish on salad, Pasta with porcini 1300 ferry to Otok Cres where we
bought our ferry tickets (13€ per permushrooms and green asparagus
with foam of goat cheese, Sirloin of son, 34€ for each bike). Once loaded
pork, Mediterranean vegetables and onto the ferry, we relaxed in the shade
baked potatoes, and Castle cake trio. on the 45 minute ferry ride. MeanAll beautifully presented and deli- while, Jack took a call from Rožle
cious. We weren’t sure what to do saying his group wasn’t far behind
with all that silverware, but the meal and that they’d catch the 1345 ferry.
was delicious and we were soon off He told us to find a shady spot when
for some rest.

Day 4 (29 May): We departed
Otočec early for the long drive south
along more scenic winding roads
and lots of vineyards. The day
started out at 11°C (52°F) but
warmed into the 80’s by midafternoon. Today three bikes chose
to take a longer route by themselves,
while Rožle’s group took a scenic
ride through a heavily forested area.
Before noon the group exited the
EU and entered Croatia through an
official border crossing. While our
group reassembled, Rožle got a call
from Alan & Lynn saying their
R1200GS had a flat tire and they
were stranded near our rest stop bar.
16

fresh bread, the main dish was
plenty for the two of us for 150
Kuna (~$30).

After returning to the main highway via the tight roads, the group
made quick time down the uncrowded roadway to our destination near the bottom of Otok
Lošinj. We were booked into a
large family resort called the Hotel
Vespera. We caught our breath,
got cleaned up, did some laundry in
the sink, and then headed to the
ground floor lounge for a drink.
After more friendly discussions we
headed downstairs to the restaurant
where a huge buffet was available
to all guests. There were many stations with all sorts of goodies to
please every taste. K&P went for a
short stroll after dinner along the
many lighted paths by the sea. We
discovered that there really wasn’t
a beach to visit, but many rock
ledges with lots of beach chairs
spread about. We all slept well that
night with our windows cracked
and the sound of waves from the
sea just below the pines.

we got off the ferry and wait for
them. There was very little shade to
be found, but the groups finally rejoined 10km later near Cres city. After just 8km, Rožle led us down some
narrow roads to a modest restaurant
in the western village of Lubenice.
The road was barely one-lane wide
with 4’ rock walls on each side with
blind corners and lots of gravel; it
made for a challenging ride. We were
certainly ready for lunch by 3pm!
After hearing the “specials” from a
helpful waitress, everyone placed
To be continued in the October
their orders. K&P shared the day’s
BTS...
house specialty, slow-cooked lamb w/
roasted potatoes with fresh rosemary
and a “tomato salad” (a big bowl of
sliced tomatoes) delicious with olive
oil & balsamic vinegar. Along with
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BMWBMW
2011 Oktoberfest
Registration Form
st

nd

October 1 - 2 , 2011

Camp WestMar, Thurmont, MD
Check-in all day Saturday, October 1st and check out is 10:00 AM, Sunday, October 2nd. Early arrivals welcome
after 6:00 PM, Friday, September 30th
Remember…It’s BYOB! No alcohol will be supplied by the club.
Please indicate the number in your party that will attend:
$21 per Adult - $10 per child (12 & under) - (children under 3 are free)
Enclosed is $ ____________ for _____ adults ____ children 12 & up
Send your check, payable to BMWBMW to: Ron Plichta, 10607 Henrico St. Fairfax, VA 22032. You can also
pay with PayPal (treasurer@bmwbmw.org). For more information, please call Ed (before 9:30 p.m.) at 410-7817521

Deadline for registration is Thursday, September 23rd. You must pre-register for this event. Include SASE or
your email address if you would like an acknowledgement of your registration.
Name_______________________________Email:______________________________
Guest Name_______________________________
Address _______________________________________ City __________________ State ___ Zip _____
Telephone (H)___________________________(W)_______________________________________
I hereby waive, release, and hold harmless the BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washington, the American Legion,
and Camp West Mar for any liability resulting from damage, loss, or personal injury while attending the 2009
Oktoberfest. This waiver extends to my heirs, executors, administrators, and assignees.
Name _______________________________________
Signature ____________________________________Date ______________________
Guest Name ______________________________________

Signature ____________________________________Date ______________________

September 2011
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BREAKFAST RIDES
BMWBMW breakfast rides are informal
gatherings of members who meet for
breakfast and ride afterward. Not all
members participate in the after-breakfast
rides, and many members like to show up
solely for the breakfast. Interested? Show
up early, look for tables with motorcycle
helmets, and don't be shy about introducing
yourself! If you'd like more information, or
to volunteer to lead a ride one weekend,
call the rides chairman.

Note: Schedules for breakfast rides
are not fixed in stone nor will a ride
take place if there is a club meeting or
other major event scheduled on that
day. Consult the message boards for
late breaking changes or
announcements.
http://www.bmwbmw.org/forums/

2011 CALENDAR OF CLUB EVENTS
**Unless otherwise stated, BoD meetings are at 10am, general meeting at 11am***
September BMWBMW Club Picnic Date and place To be determined.
October 1-2, 2011 BMWBMW Oktoberfest Camp Westmar.
October 2, 2011 BMWBMW Membership meeting at Camp Westmar following
Oktoberfest. BoD meeting 9:30am, General meeting 10:00am.
January 14, 2011 BMWBMW Holiday Party Elks Lodge in Rockville, Md.

CLUB TECH DAYS
Go to www.bmwbmw.org/node/18 or under the Tech section in the forums for
updated tech day info.
September 24, 2011 @ 13810 Spotswood Furnace Road, Fredericksburg, VA 22407
If you want to host a tech day, email Greg at Tech@bmwbmw.org.

Baltimore Breakfast Ride
1st Sunday, 8 a.m.
Golden Corral, 7908 Rossville Blvd.
Balto, Md 21236. To have a reminder email
come to you the week before the breakfast,
send your email address to:
jpellenbarg@juno.com or call Jim at 410256-0970.

Maryland Breakfast Ride
3rd Sunday, 10 a.m.

Rides-To-Eat

The Cozy Restaurant, 103 Frederick
Road, Thurmont, MD 21788. 301-2717373. Directions: Take I-270 north to
Frederick, MD and continue north on U.S.
15. Take the first Thurmont exit. Turn right
at stop sign, then left at traffic light. The
restaurant is 1/4 mile on your left.

Virginia Breakfast Ride
4th Sunday, 9 a.m.
NEW LOCATION!!

Rides to Eat’s (RTE) are informal gatherings of BMWBMW members who
meet for dinner. These gatherings are regularly scheduled for the first and third
week of each month and are always planned and announced on the club’s web
message board.
Typically, the Virginia RTE is the first Wednesday
and the Maryland RTE is the third Tuesday. The
restaurant is always different and the dates occasionally
change. Additionally, impromptu ride-to-eats are always
popping up. Interested?
Check out the message boards Events section and look
for Ride-To-Eat or RTE. www.bmwbmw.org/forums

Chuckwagon of Nokesville, 12846-A
Fitzwater Dr. Nokesville, VA 20181. (703)
594-0205. Town And Country has closed
so we are trying this new place to see how
it goes.

***Club Needs Volunteers***
A Government Affairs chairperson is needed. If interested or
have questions, email Tina at President@bmwbmw.org.
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DIRECTIONS AND COORDINATES
Battley Cycles - 7830 Airpark Rd., Gaithersburg, MD.
20879. 301-948-4581. From I-270 take Shady Grove Rd.
East. At Muncaster Mill Rd., Shady Grove Rd. becomes
Airpark Rd. Go straight another 2.1 miles. Battley's is on
the left. N39° 10.2290' / W77° 9.5783'.
Bob’s BMW - 10720 Guilford Rd., Jessup, MD. 20794.
301-497-8949. From I-95 take Exit 38-A East. Go about
one mile and exit onto U.S. 1 North. Go to the first traffic
light and turn right onto Guilford Rd. Bob's is less than
one mile on the right. N39° 7.4678' / W76° 47.2914'.
Camp West-Mar - from U.S. Rt. 15 N. of Frederick,
MD., take Md. Rt. 77 West. Follow it West for 7 mi. and
turn left onto Brown Rd. Proceed about 0.4 mile, and turn
left into Camp West-Mar at the sign. N39° 38.0863’ /
W77° 31.3955’.
Cozy Restaurant - 103 Frederick Rd., Thurmont, MD.
21788. (301) 271-7373. Go N. on I-270 to Frederick,
MD., continue N. on U.S. 15. Take the Md. Rt. 806 exit.
Turn right at stop sign, then left at traffic light to head N.
on Rt. 806 (Frederick Rd.). The restaurant is 1/4 mile on
your left. If you miss the Rt. 806 exit, take the Md. Rt. 77
exit, take a left onto Md. Rt. 77, go past Altamont and
Howard, and take a right at the light at Water to go S. on
Md. Rt. 806 to the restaurant, which will be on your right.
N39° 37.1087’ / W. 77° 24.9358’.

Maryland State Fairgrounds
I-95 North towards Baltimore, I-695 West (Exit 49B) on
the left towards Towson, I-83 North (Exit 24) to Padonia
Road (Exit 17), East on Padonia Road to York Road,
right onto York Road, heading South. The fairgrounds is
a few blocks down on the right. N39° 27.4806' / W76°
38.0314'.
Morton's BMW - 5099A Jefferson Davis Hwy.,
Fredericksburg, VA. 22408. 540-891-9844. From I-95
South, take exit 126 to a traffic light at U.S. 1. Turn left
(N.) on U.S. 1, go one mile to the light at Courthouse Rd./
Rt. 208. Make a left onto Courthouse Rd., then right at
the next light into the parking lot at Morton’s. N38°
15.2456' / W77° 30.0725'.
Speed’s Cycle - 5820 Washington Blvd., Elkridge, MD.
21075. 410-379-0106. Take I-95 North to Route 100 East.
Take first exit to Route 1 North. Go about 3 miles.
Speed’s is on the left just before Levering Ave. N39°
12.9713' / W76° 42.6646'.
Brown’s V-Twin Cycle Repair– 75 Aileron Court, Suite
#8 Westminster, MD 21157. 410-386-0177 (10am-6pm)
Ed Phelps.
Beemers Uber Alles—9248 Mike Garcia Dr.Mannassas,
Va 20109 (571) 318-2472.
george@beemersuberalles.com

Khanh’s EUBMW - 3025 Colvin St., Alexandria, VA.
22314. 571-294-2386 . From I-395, take Duke Street East
to a right turn at Roth St. Make another right onto Colvin
St. Lap's is a few doors down. From Old Town
Alexandria, take Duke St. West to a left on Roth, then
same as above. N38° 48.4114' / W77° 4.9134'.

Members Marketplace
For Sale: 2006 BMW R1200RT

Asking $11,500
Contact Tom Turnbull (thomas621@comcast.net)

Excellent condition; bought new at Bob's BMW;
All maintenance done by Bob's & up-to-date, including 18K
service. Garage kept in Annapolis, MD area; no accidents/marks.
New tires at 13,250 miles; new battery in Dec 2010
Comes with:
Gel battery charger.
2 covers (light & heavyweight).
Large top case.
Autocom Pro M1 Comm System (must supply your own helmet
mics).
September 2011
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Between the Spokes
Membership
c/o Paul Brown
P.O. Box 101115
Arlington, VA 22210

FIRST CLASS

BMW BIKERS OF METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL FORM
SIGN UP/RENEW ONLINE WITH PAYPAL AT WWW.BMWBMW.ORG

Please check the appropriate box
___New Member
___Renewal
___Change of Address
___Email me the club newsletter (Please provide email address below)
___Mail me the newsletter
Name _________________________________________________
Associate ______________________________________________
Street _________________________________________________
City, State, ZIP__________________________________________
Occupation ____________________________________________
Phone Home (____) __________ Work (____) ___________
E-mail: ________________________(required for eBTS notification)
Age group:

___16-25
___26-35
___36-45

___46-55
___56+

I’d be willing to help with the
following areas or committees:

___Government affairs
___Membership
___Newsletter
___
20 Sales
___Meetings & events

BMW MOA :___________
BMW RA #: ___________
AMA #: _______________

Motorcycles
(Year, Model, Mileage)
#1 ________________________
#2 ________________________
#3 ________________________
Total BMW miles ridden: _______

Referred to BMWBMW by:
__________________________
MEMBERSHIP DUES

Regular Member
Associate Member

$20.00/year
$7.50/year

___Rally
Dues may be paid for 1, 2, or 3 years. Associate members must reside at the same address as the regular
member. Associate members receive membership card, pin, and decal and have voting privileges if age 16 or
___Rides
over, but do not receive separate newsletters or other mailings.
___Safety
Make check payable to BMWBMW and send it with this form to:
___Technical
Between the Spokes ©2011 BMW Bikers
ofBrown
Metropolitan
Paul
P.O. BoxWashington
101115 Arlington, VA 22210 September 2011
Membership dues are not refundable.
___Internet

