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By Tina Fraembs 
 
It’s Election Time! 
 
Please take the time to vote for the Board of Direc-

tors for the 2012 calendar year.  This is a great way to 
show your appreciation to the members who volunteer 
their time to run the day-to–day procedures of the 
club. 
 
     Running for an office takes time and energy and 
we all appreciate your support.  Even though some 
positions run unopposed, it’s still nice to vote just to 
show them you believe in him/her for that position! 

 
We are doing the online voting and the paper ballot 

again this year.  Please feel free to do either one but 
you may only vote one time.   

 
Thank you to all of the members past and present 

that have volunteered for a BoD position!  I wish all 
the future BoD members all the best and I am looking 
forward to another fun filled year with the Club! 

 
Ride Safe, 

Tina Fraembs, President 

BMW Bikers Of Metropolitan Washington 

  
 
 
 

By Rick Przybylski 
 
WOW! October already. Where has the year gone. 

Leaves are falling and the kids are back in school. 
Tired of all the rain yet?? I am. Don’t fret. I have the 
perfect thing to perk you up. Elections!!! Yes, club 
elections are here. Go to page 19 for voting info. 

 
There is also more of the great Slovenia ride re-

port this month. It’s so big that is will be continued 
into the November BTS and maybe beyond. Phil and 
Karen did a great job writing up their trip. Thanks!! 

 
 

Ride safe, 
Rick Przybylski 
BTS Editor 
Editor@bmwbmw.org 

RAP & RIDE TWO BITTS 

A few members who attended the club picnic. 
Photo courtesy of Wes Fleming. 
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SloveniaTrip Report By Phil & Karen Ager 

Continued from last month... 
 
Day 5 (30May):  After waking at 

our leisure on our rest day, we 
went down to the restaurant for a 
fine selection of breads, yo-
ghurts, fruit, eggs, meats, and 
access to the espresso machine.  
The resort felt like a cruise ship 
with its bright colors and fresh 
ocean breezes.  We took a stroll 

beside the sea after breakfast 
and then decided to go for a mo-
torcycle ride and explore the 

bike onto the pier, turned it 
around with a 10-point turn, and 
returned to pick up Karen.  The 
rock surface was not smooth, 
and I was operating with a very 
small margin of error.  It took 
lots of concentration to not end 
up in the drink.  

We then repeated the ride 
back to town while stopping to 
enjoy the view above Mali 
Lošinj.  We then turned right 
which led us to the port of Veli 

nearby towns of Mali Lošinj and 
Veli Lošinj (little & big).  We 
walked up the hill to the covered 
parking area, and mounted my 
F800 so Karen could relax while I 
explored by relying on the GPS.  
We exited the hotel and headed 
southeast toward the end of 
Lošinj Island.  We rode past the 
city dump and up to a barren 
high-ground to continue our ex-
ploration.  We passed a few 
fenced properties in the middle of 
nowhere.  We eventually reached 
a downward sloping asphalt road 
with several switch-backs.  Near 
the bottom we got to a dusty dirt 
road that forked into a car park or 
led down to the sea.  The brush 
obscured what was around the 
bend which ended up being noth-
ing but a concrete pier in a small 
harbor.  Because of the road’s 
slope and lousy footing, I rode the 
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SloveniaTrip Report (Cont) By Phil & Karen Ager 

Lošinj.  Phil wended his way 
through random neighborhoods 
while watching the GPS.  It led 
to a tiny alleyway that caused 
Karen to dismount and watch 
me navigate a path over to an-
other street.  We headed toward 

the town center and parked in a 
free car park.  We packed the 
saddlebags with our gear, se-
cured our helmets, and followed 
a flow of pedestrians toward 
town center.  We were thrilled 
by the view when we turned the 
corner at the bottom of a small 
hill.  We window shopped while 

exploring both sides of the har-
bor.  We eventually looked in-
side a big pink church and the 
city park behind at the harbor’s 
entrance.  We found an informa-
tive sign explaining that Veli 
Lošinj used to be Big Lošinj, but 
events had since made Mali 

(little) Lošinj much larger than its 
neighbor Veli. 

 
We selected the Ribarska Ko-

liba for our dockside lunch.  After 
a review of the menu, we both 
settled for the day’s specialties – 
both were three courses starting 
with a good salad.  Karen chose 
the fish filet and Phil went with 
the beef (a cheese stuffed mini-
meatloaf).  Both were delicious 
and as usual we cleaned our 
plates.  For dessert, Karen had 
3 scoops of ice cream topped 
with whipped cream and I had a 
nice piece of chocolate cake. 
This was a great lunch stop for 
183 Kuna (~$36). 

We returned to the bike and 
headed back to Mali Lošinj to ex-
plore its city center.  This time we 
were able to drive down the mod-

est main street right to the har-
bor.  We found another port full of 
touristy shops except that many 
of them close in the afternoon 
and reopen at 1700 when temps 

cool down.  We window shopped 
and took some pictures before 
returning to the hotel to check out 
their pool.  After getting a cold 
beer in a plastic cup, we pro-
ceeded to find two free deck 
chairs near the pool beside our 
hotel.  Phil then took a dip in the 
chilly, saltwater pool.  It was re-
freshing, but I prefer fresh water 
pools.  After a refreshing break, 
we returned to our room to pre-
pare for another Happy Hour and 
a terrific group dinner.  Rožle said 
we would depart at 0730 to catch 
the 0900 ferry from Porozina to 
Brestora on our way to Brda in 
western Slovenia.  He suggested 
we have a quick bite at 0700 and 
build a sandwich with the avail-
able meats and cheeses for a 
snack on the ferry.  It sounded 
like a good plan. 

 
Day 6 (31May):  After stopping 

by the front desk to pay our bar 
tab, most of us were waiting at 
the restaurant’s door when they 
opened.  We all put the espresso 
machine to work, got some food 
in our stomachs, and packed a 
snack for our next ferry ride.   
Everyone then scrambled off to 
get their riding gear and head up 
to the parking lot.  K&P showed 
up at 0733 to learn that the group 
had just left.  Rožle remained say-
ing we’d better get a move on!  
We soon caught up with the 
group at a gas station.  When we 
stopped to fill up our tanks, the 
big group headed up the highway.  
When we were ready to roll, 
Rožle was on the phone with his 
boss.  Rožle told us to follow the 
other group while he chatted; he’d 
catch up.  We scurried up the Rt  

  
 Continued on page 11… 
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for the General membership meetings, and other club 
group events (i.e., the annual rally, the Holiday party, 
Oktoberfest, etc.) The President also acts as the club 
spokesperson when dealing with other clubs and or-
ganizations, when a single voice is needed. The Board 
of Directors should provide input when possible, but 
the President sets a "tone" for these interactions and 
for the club as a whole. 
The Vice President shall assume the duties of the 
President during his or her absence or inability to act. 
A close working relationship between the President 
and Vice President helps to smooth the rough spots 
that might otherwise occur. The club should be able to 
expect that one or both of these officers will attend 
every General Membership and Board of Directors 
meeting.  
The Vice President is also responsible for organizing 
the annual election process, which includes coordinat-
ing the activities of the elections committee. The Vice 
President shall also serve as the chairperson of the 
Rally Committee. The Rally Committee is responsible 
for the planning, organization, and management of the 
rally. 
The Secretary shall keep records of the proceedings 
of the club, and also serve as Secretary to the Board 
of Directors. The Secretary shall prepare written min-
utes of all official business transacted at Board meet-
ings and general meetings and verbally present these 
minutes at each general meeting. 
The Treasurer shall receive and dispense all funds of 
the club. The Treasurer shall sign all checks, but the 
expenditures shall be reviewed by the Board of Direc-
tors. The Treasurer shall be responsible for presenting 
a verbal report at each Board and general membership 
meeting, and shall submit an annual financial sum-
mary in January to be published in the club newslet-
ter.  
The Newsletter Chair is responsible for the produc-
ing the monthly publication of Between the Spokes. 
There are three facets to the job. The first includes 
collecting content for publication, including articles 
from the membership and from the Board of Direc-
tors, obtaining advertisements from advertisers, and 
coordinating various monthly and seasonal events that 
need to be published. The second is laying out and 
editing the monthly publication, then ensuring it is 
delivered to the printer in order that the membership 
receives it on or near the first day of the month.  
  Continued on next page... 

Believe it or not, time for the annual club elections 
is Here!   Do you want to be involved in the workings 
of the club and make an impact on its direction?  Then 
vote!  (Ballot is on page 19.) 

 
As we progress through this election season, we 

wish to fill you in on the process so far.   Chase 
Hinderstein has graciously stepped in as the Elections 
Committee chair for this year and has already begun 
the process of talking to members, as well as recruit-
ing members via the forum.   

 
The club by-laws state that the election ballot will 

be in the October BTS (this issue).  Ballots must be 
postmarked by 10/31 to be considered valid in the 
count.   We will also be holding online elections again 
this year and online site will run from October 1st 
through October 31, 2011.  The site will be shut down 
at midnight on October 31. To accomplish that goal, 
we have developed the following timeline and com-
munications schedule:  
September BTS -- Preliminary list of candidates to be 

released.  This will also be posted in the on-
line club forum. 

September 20th -- All candidates, both new and in-
cumbent, submit their position statement (if 
they choose) to the elections committee. This 
is the final deadline for members to announce 
their intention to run for office.     

October BTS Newsletter -- Candidate position state-
ments and ballots are published.  Candidates 
may also post their statement in the on-line 
forum. 

October 31st -- Postmark deadline for mailed and 
electronic ballots. 

November General Membership Meeting -- Election 
winners announced. 

December BTS -- List of election winners published. 
December General Membership Meeting –Newly 

elected club officers installed.   
 
Now, some common questions: 
What positions are elected roles?  Following is the list 

of positions, and responsibilities.  If you want 
more information about a particular position, 
contact the Elections Committee, or current/ prior 
office-holder. 

 
The President shall preside over and set the agenda 

Club Elections-How Does This Work? By Maria Vandergucht and Scott Keimig 
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Lastly, highlight features and event information from 
the newsletter must be delivered (preferably by e-
mail) to the club Webmaster for inclusion on the 
club's website. 
 
The Membership Chair is responsible for dissemi-
nating information to all interested parties and main-
taining a current membership list. The Membership 
Directory shall be distributed annually. The Member-
ship Chair processes incoming applications and mails 
materials to new and renewing members. 
 

In this issue also are position statements from those 
who are running for office. Position statements are not 
a requirement to run for office but it does let you 
know a little about the candidate.. 

The easiest way to be involved in the future of the 
club is to cast your ballot.  Please take the time to be 
an involved member and remember to VOTE! 

Official List of Candidates: 

President -- Maria Vandergucht (MariaV) 
Vice President -- Scott Keimig (ERC Scott) 
Secretary -- Ron Plichta (RonP) 
Treasurer -- Henry Winokur (henwin) 
Newsletter Chair-- Wes Fleming (chiba) 
Membership Chair -- Paul Brown (griffin378) 

The wording in brackets after their name is their web-
site username. 

Position Statements 

Presidential Candidate: Maria Vandergucht 

I am currently the Vice-President of BMWBMW, 
and am running for President; I hope to earn your sup-
port.   

 
I have been a member of BMWBMW since late 

2003. I have been involved in a variety of activities, 
including roadside cleanup, rally volunteer, RTE plan-
ning, and tech days. In 2005, I coordinated door 
prizes and vendors for the rally. I was also recipient of 
the club’s Member of the Year award. In addition, I 
served as interim VP from July 2007-Dec 2007, pro-
viding some continuity during a change in leadership.  

   Continued on next page… 

Club Elections (Cont)... 
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I feel my most important goal is to encourage 
member involvement in activities and committees.  
Our club bylaws make the point that “the success or 
failure of any club venture is directly dependent upon 
the participation of club members.”  In welcoming 
new members and making our current contributors 
feel appreciated, I hope to expand upon the core 
group of members who actively work for the club’s 
benefit.  Candidly, I want to lead the club for one, per-
haps two years, and we need to identify future leaders 
who are committed to helping us grow.   

 
I have been fortunate to serve with a terrific team - 

the other BoD members and committee chairpersons.  
The slate for 2012 is full of experience and has some 
new faces too.  I look forward to working with the 
team and coordinating the activities of the Board, and 
I assure you that we will be responsive to your ques-
tions and concerns. 

 
Our club has historically been a leader in terms of 

our rally, our newsletter, and our membership total.  
But we still have work to do.  We face the challenge 
of more regional club rallies to choose from, so our 
own rally attendance has dropped.  We need to work 
harder at retaining members and adding new ones.  
And most importantly, I want our members to be en-
gaged in the future direction of the club.  The Board 
represents YOU and we want to hear from you.  I be-
lieve that we all can make a difference in what we 
gain from our club. I hope to have the opportunity to 
serve you again in a new capacity.  
 
Regardless of whom you support for office, PLEASE 
VOTE!  

 
Vice-Presidential Candidate: Scott Keimig 
 

Let me introduce myself to those who have 
not met me - I have been around bikes for much 
of my life and have been riding various “R,” “F” 
and “K” models of BMW motorcycles since 1995 
when a riding buddy encouraged me to demo-
ride a K75S.        I have been active in the BMW 
riding community for 16 years, and I have served 
as secretary for BMW-BMW the last year. Prior to 
that, my contributions to the club included a few 
columns to Between the Spokes and, for several 
years, I sponsored the MSF Experienced Rider 

Club Elections (Cont)... 

As VP these past three years, I have coordinated the 
annual club rally and the election committee, and pro-
vided support to the club president as needed.  My 
work experience as a project manager (professional 
cat-herder) has benefited me in my club activities as 
well. 

 
So what will I do as President?  In support of the 

stated objectives of the club, my primary goals are to 
listen to the membership and to encourage more 
member involvement in the club.   

 
We conducted a member survey in early 2011; I 

will be sharing those results and providing feedback 
both in the BTS and on the forums. I consider this an 
ongoing conversation and want to know how the 
Board can make the club worth your time and mem-
bership fee.    I want the club and the Board to do a 
better job of welcoming new members, using intro-
ductions in the BTS and outreach from Board mem-
bers.  I want the club forums to continue to be a wel-
coming place, minimizing the negative “noise” that 
chases people away.   
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Course to members in conjunction with our 
Square Route Rally (SRR). In addition, I have 
worked with a number of club members as an 
instructor for Lee Parks’ Total Control Advanced 
Riding Clinics, at venues in Maryland and at the 
BMW-MOA rally in Bloomsburg PA. 

 
The past year as secretary of BMW-BMW has 

been highly rewarding personally, but more im-
portantly it has allowed me to represent the 
membership in the course of our club activities. If 
elected, my goal as vice president is to extend 
the remarkable work of the club in providing 
members, new and old, with the resources they 
value most. I have long believed that the SRR is 
the jewel in the crown for our club. Its reach in-
cludes many members whose primary, and pos-
sibly only, interaction with the club is via this 
event.  For this reason, I am pleased that a pri-
mary responsibility for the VP is to coordinate the 
Square Route Rally committee. In the coming 
year, in addition to providing the traditional bene-
fits of the SRR (food, entertainment, awards, 
door prizes, vendors, etc.), I want to ask mem-

bers to identify additional benefits enjoyed at 
other popular rallies that could be added to the 
SRR.  

 
In essence, I believe a club officer is charged 

with representing the expressed needs of the 
membership and striving to attain these to the 
best ability of the club’s resources. I would ask 
for your vote as vice president and, if elected, I 
would ask that you let me know what activities 
you most want the club to take on. Let’s keep in 
touch. Thanks, Scott 

 
Treasurer Candidate: Henry Winokur 
 

First, for those of you who don’t know me, an in-
troduction.  My name is Henry Winokur.  I’ve been 
riding for about 35 years.   My current and 2nd BMW 
is a 2007 R1200RT.  My first was an R1100RT-P (the 
authority version of the R1100RT). I’ve been a mem-
ber of (BMW)2 for about 8 years.  My  nom-de-plume 
on the boards is “henwin”.  I’ve been a MD/MSF cer-
tified instructor for over 20 years.  I’m also a Total  

   Continued on page 13... 

Club Elections (Cont)... 
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BMWBMW Bylaw Updates 
by Maria Vandergucht 
  
The following updates are proposed to the club by-

laws:  
  
Section III, A, Number 2 (Vice-President Duties). 

Delete this second paragraph:  The Vice President is 
also responsible for organizing the annual election 
process, which includes coordinating the activities of 
the elections committee. 

  
Section III, A, Number 3 (Secretary Duties).  Add 

this statement as paragraph 3: The Secretary is also 
responsible for organizing the annual election process, 
which includes coordinating the activities of the Elec-
tions Committee. 

  
Section III, A, Number 4 (Treasurer Du-

ties). Section III, A, Number 4 (Treasurer Duties) Add 
this statement as paragraph:  The treasurer shall main-
tain that all BMWBMW Club funds are intended to 

finance club activities that support the stated objec-
tives of the club as outlined in Section II.   
BMWBMW funds in the treasury will not be used to 
further the interest of religious, political or charitable 
organizations.  

 
  
PLEASE NOTE!!!! 
The vote for these changes has been changed from 

the July meeting to the October 2nd meeting. 
 
 
 
 

Bylaws Update By  Maria Vandergucht 
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100 to reach the ferry in time.  
We later learned that Matej had 

left his EU ID card at the hotel a 
couple of days before while he 
was escorting some Brazilians 
on a custom tour.  So Rožle went 
back to the hotel still with the 
goal of making the 0900 ferry. 

 
 The group made it to the 

port, bought our tickets, and 
awaited loading direction.  We 
also bought one for Rožle, but 
when the loadmaster signaled 

“last call,” Al left the 47€ ticket in 
an employee’s hand trying to say 
that one more motorcyclist was 
coming.  No sooner had we 
backed away from the dock and 
were turning about, Rožle ap-
peared.  He had to wait a couple 
of hours for the next ferry.  Rožle 
phoned Jack from the dock and 
said we should head for the 
Škocjan Caves where he’d meet 
us.  This UNESCO world heri-
tage site was described in our 
tour book, so we were already 
expecting to take this tour. 

 
The group wended its way 

north and we eventually stopped 
for lunch after crossing back into 
Slovenia.  This time we had no 
translator so K&P decided on a 
Meeresfrüchte Salat.  We were 
hoping for a fruit salad, but we 
instead got a fruits of the sea 
salad for 6.5€ (w/some crab 
salad, some shrimp, and some 
calamari).  We ate the seafood 
putting some tidbits on slices of 
fresh bread and we were thank-
ful for the food and water.  After 
lunch, with temps in the mid-80s, 
we headed for the A1 freeway 
and went northeast several exits 
until we saw signs for the 
Škocjanske jame.  In a few min-
utes we turned into the Škocjan 
Caves’ parking lot and dis-
mounted.  Just then Rožle ap-
peared and we had to quickly 
decide if we were going on the 
recently reopened “new section” 
tour or wait 90 minutes for the 
“classic” tour at 1530.  After dis-
cussions, the Australians said 
they were tired and just wanted 
to go onto the hotel (and relax 
with some refreshments), other 
folks said they’d be interested in 
seeing the Lipizzaner stud farm 

in Lipica, but most folks said 
they’d like to take a fast trip to see 
Predjama Castle (a famous 
Slovenian landmark hanging off a 
123m cliff). Thinking ahead, eve-

ryone bought their tickets for the 
next tour for 15€ apiece.  Karen 
jumped on the back of my bike 
and off we raced along the back 
roads some 30km north.  We 
quickly dismounted, took some 
photos, and dashed back to the 
caves. We made it to the parking 

lot just in 
time to be 
introduced to 
AMT’s 
owner, 
Matej, who 
was fetching 
his ID card 
from Rožle, 
and to get 
into the 
group that 

was already headed up the road 
to the cave’s entrance.  We hiked 
a long way into the woods before 
we reached the entrance where 
the big group was split into two 
groups: Slovenians and an Eng-
lish & Italian group.  After hearing 
about the cave’s history and the 
tour’s rules, we entered the first 
tunnel and then worked our way 
back toward the ticket office and  

 Continued on page 15... 

SloveniaTrip Report (Cont) By Phil & Karen Ager 
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Control Certified instructor.  I volunteer for the Balti-
more-Washington Ride for Kids where my responsi-
bilities are as route- and authority-coordinator and 
ride leader.  I am a founding member of The Tribe 
Motorcycle Club, DC’s Jewish motorcycle club, 
where I am also the treasurer and have been since it’s 
inception. 

 
With my intro completed, you should be known 

that I am running for the office of Treasurer.  I am 
not an accountant of any sort, and I don’t play one on 
TV.  Being the treasurer of any organization entails a 
fair amount of trust by the organization in the individ-
ual.  I am anal about getting things right—and that 
particularly includes bank balances—right down to 
the penny.  To my knowledge there’s never been an 
issue with at least the past 3 or 4 treasurers of (BMW)
2, and rest assured I plan to continue that tradition.   

 
Secretary Candidate: Ron Plichta 
 

I have been a board of directors member for the 
past three years, with two years of service as secretary 
and the past year as treasurer.  As secretary, I dutifully 
kept the minutes of all meetings and reinvigorated the 
role of Club Historian by chronicling club events.  As 
treasurer, I have maintained the club’s fiscal records 
and worked with the board to establish a new bank 
account with online banking and a debit card for 
smaller purchases that do not need BOD approval.   

Additionally, I have served the club as the head of 
registration for two Square Route Rallies and assisted 
in the transition to a new registrant for last year’s 
rally.  I’ve also participated in rally site preparation 
and several dealership open houses. 

It was my intent to take some time off from BOD 
responsibilities this year, but I guess some things 
never change.  The secretary position was still open 
by the time I changed my mind and having past ex-
perience, I decided to run for that position.  I can as-
sure the club that if elected, I will give the position 
the due diligence it deserves. 

Editor Candidate: Wes “Chiba” Fleming 

Most of you in BMWBMW know me as Chiba, my 
nickname both on the club’s forums and in real life as 
well.  I’m running for the position of BTS Editor and 

want to take this opportunity to introduce myself. 
 I’ve been riding motorcycles since the mid-

1990s, about 15 years or so by now.  My first BMW 
was a 1995 R1100GS I got in 2001, followed by a 
string of four or five others Beemers as my needs, fi-
nances and life situations changed.  I currently ride a 
2005 R1200GS – previously owned by 2 other club 
members – and have a 1998 K1200RS with a Hanni-
gan sidecar attached to it.  I joined BMWBMW in 
2006, attending a tech day as my initiation into the 
club. 

 BTS, or Between the Spokes, is the club’s 
monthly publication and has been well served by its 
last two long-term editors, Rick Przybylski and Bob 
Steele.  I first got involved with BTS under Bob’s edi-
torship, becoming the “roving reporter” and contribut-
ing photos and stories as well as helping to encourage 
other club members to submit content.  Though my 
output dropped a bit during Rick’s editorship, I have 
continued to contribute to BTS throughout the last few 
years.  Many of you who attend meetings or other 
BMWBMW events have heard my constant refrain, 
“Hey, you should write that up for BTS!” 

 I have a background in journalism, specifically 
photojournalism, having worked at George Mason 
University’s student-run biweekly newspaper Broad-
side for four years.  I served as Broadside’s Photo Edi-
tor for nearly three years and continued to work as a 
freelance photojournalist after leaving Broadside.  As 
with all my fellow students, in my time there, I helped 
with layout, advertising and most importantly, copy 
editing. 

 In the past three years, in addition to contribut-
ing to and working on BTS, I have also served as a 
copy editor and proofreader for two national maga-
zines, Iron Horse Magazine and Iron Butt Magazine, 
which is published by the renowned Iron Butt Asso-
ciation.  By the time you read this, you may even be 
able to read my first contribution to Iron Butt Maga-
zine, a simple product review piece. 

 My goals as BTS Editor are simple.  I will 
strive to maintain the high quality that Bob and Rick 
have imparted and continue to publish on behalf of 
BMWBMW what I think is one of – if not the – best 
club magazines in the motorcycling world.  As a 
board member, I will endeavor to put the club’s inter-
ests ahead of my own and through that effort, keep 
BMWBMW relevant to and important in the lives of  

   Continued on next page... 

Club Elections (Cont)... 
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Club Elections (Cont)... 

the DC area’s BMW riders. 
 

Membership Candidate: Paul Brown 
 

Hello BMWBMW, 
 
Thank you all for your confidence in me to serve 

as your Membership Chair for 2010 and 2011.  I’ve 
enjoyed my experiences with you all as I’ve carried 
out the job.  BMWBMW is a truly great club with 
members that are knowledgeable, friendly and happy 
to help.  Since joining in 2006, I’ve benefited in many 
ways and I’m happy to continue contributing by offer-
ing to serve as Membership Chair again in 2012. 

 
If re-elected, I’ll continue to process membership 

requests in the most timely way possible - - I typically 
“get caught up” once or twice a month with applica-
tions, inquiries, etc.  Since taking on role of Member-
ship Chair two years ago, I note that my schedule has 
blown up a bit and I don’t make it to many of the club 
functions that I’d like to attend.  Consequently, most 
of my interactions with you have been via mail and 
email - - I hope to see you more often in person - - 
maybe some day. . . 

 
And now for a few fun BMWBMW membership 

facts: 
     The chart below shows calendar months and the 
percentage of all past and present members who 
joined the club during that month.  April and May are 
our big months but notice that we draw people during 
even the coldest months.  Conclusion: we are a hearty 
breed! 

JAN 9.44% 
FEB 8.37% 
MAR 8.86% 
APR 11.43% 
MAY 11.52% 
JUN 7.46% 
JUL  9.44% 
AUG 7.37% 
SEP  9.03% 
OCT 7.87% 
NOV 5.55% 
DEC 3.65% 

The chart below shows recent decades and the per-
centage of all currently active members who first 
joined the club per decade.  Nearly a third have joined 

since the beginning of 2010 and 2% of all active 
members have been with us since the 1970s.  Conclu-
sion: I like math! 

1970s 2.12% 
1980s 5.57% 
1990s 12.73% 
2000s 48.54% 
2010s 33.16% 

The chart below shows the states that our members 
call home and the percentage of all past and present 
members that report to live in those states (based on 
the most recent info we have).  Conclusion:  Mary-
land beats out Virginia?  Really??? 

MD 47.96% 
VA 40.90% 
DC 5.07% 
PA 2.16% 
WV 1.00% 
FL 0.50% 
SC 0.42% 
NC 0.33% 
DE 0.25% 
AZ 0.17% 
SD 0.17% 
Tied at 0.08%: AL, AP, AR, CA, 

CT, HI, ME, MT, NE, NJ, OH, TN, TX 
 
That’s it folks. There is all the statements from your 

candidates. Even knowing that they are running unop-
posed, they still took the time to write statements to let 
you know a little about themselves. Please take the 
time to let them know you appreciate their efforts and 
vote. 

 
Go to page 19 for voting info!!!! 
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parking lot. 
 
The cave’s history and our 

classic tour were very interest-
ing.  The first written sources on 
the Škocjan caves date back as 
early as the 2nd century B.C.  In 
1689, the Slovenian scholar J. V. 
Valvasor described the sink of 
the Reka River and its under-
ground flow.  The systematic ex-
ploration of the Škocjan Caves 
began early in the 19th century; 
they’ve mapped over 6km of un-
derground passages but the 
Reka actually flows some 34km 
underground before resurfacing 
near the Adriatic coast.  It was 
quite a strenuous tour, down and 
up many stairs and ramps ex-
ploring several large caverns for 
90 minutes.  All the biggest for-
mations like the organ pipe sta-
lactites were illuminated.  Cross-
ing the Reka on the new Cerk-
venik bridge 47m above the roar-
ing river was quite a thrill.  Our 
guide was turning out the lights 
as we progressed, and when we 
got back to the surface at 1700 
we found the gift shop closed.  
Underground photography was 
prohibited and we couldn’t buy 
any booklets or CDs, so the web 
site is our only visual reminder. 

 
Our group then scurried up to 

a big resort where the Lipizzaner 
horses are housed.  Rožle made 
the effort to find the horses, but 
they had all been taken to their 
stables for the night.  From there 
we rode some 60km northeast to 
the village of Kozana next to the 
Italian border.  We passed many 
vineyards but also many ripe 
cherry trees, with the locals put-
ting out tables with baskets of 
cherries for purchase.  We got to 

have some cherries with break-
fast the next morning.  Around 
7pm, we checked into the Hotel 
Kozana which is a converted 
elementary school.  We carried 
our riding gear up to the second 
floor, and found a clean, comfort-
able, but spartan room.  We had 
but 30 minutes to freshen up be-
fore Rožle would shuttle the 
group down the road to a prear-
ranged wine tasting and dinner.  
Of course Rožle brought beer for 
Jack & Warren. 

 
As an aside, both Warren and 

Jack worked in an Australian 
coalmine before Jack recently 
retired.  They’re real characters 
as you might expect.  Jack al-
ways referred to his wife as 
“Lovey Dovey,” which he claimed 
to have picked up from the Gilli-
gan’s Island show.  Another say-
ing he liked to spout when asked 
“How ya doin, Jack?” he’d quip, 
“Flat out like a lizard drinkin.”  
That apparently means, Really 
great! 

 
Our group was driven up the 

road to the Prinčič Family home 
and winery where Tomaz Prinčič 
gave us a lecture on the special 
marl shale & soil in the Brda area 

yielding 
the best 
wines in 
the 
world.   
After 
touring 
the 
rather 
con-
strained 
wine cel-
lar, we 
entered 

into a big dining room where An-
drejka Prinčič had prepared a 4-
course meal that was lingered 
over as we tasted various wines 
such as their light, pink 2009 Sivi 
Pinot, a dry, tart 2008 Mihael 
Belo, and a dry 2007 Mihael 
Rdeče made from merlot & pinot 
noir grapes.  As dinner con-
cluded, our hosts brought out a 
big birthday cake for Pam Bra-
zier from Australia, and we 
tasted a nice dessert wine called 
Sweet Mihael.  Before it got too 
late, some of us said our good-
byes and walked ourselves down 
the small road to the hotel.  As 
usual, Katrina and the Canadi-
ans lingered long into the night 
sampling the vintner’s products. 

 
Day 7 (1June):  After a good 

night’s sleep and an early break-
fast of yoghurt w/cherries, 
scrambled eggs and ham, and 
hot coffee, K&P mounted their 
bikes and headed off to Italy by 
themselves at a leisurely pace 
which Karen enjoyed.  We simply 
followed the route in the GPS.  
As we cruised down a populated 
valley beyond Tolmezzo, Phil ob-
served an approaching waypoint 
in the GPS for Ristorante da 
Michele.  Although the parking lot 
was empty, the front door was 
open.  At an outdoor table, Phil 
had a cappuccino and Karen had 
a glass of lemonade.  Suddenly 
we looked up to see the other 
bikers riding by; they immedi-
ately pulled into the parking lot.  
Rožle indicated he had been 
keeping an eye out for us.  We 
didn’t linger too long after ac-
knowledging the group, and con-
tinued our solo sojourn toward 
Arabba.   

Continued on next page... 

SloveniaTrip Report (Cont) By Phil & Karen Ager 
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SloveniaTrip Report (Cont) By Phil & Karen Ager 

     Further down the road, I 
thought I spotted a promising 
lunch stop across the Piave 
River in St Stefano di Cadore, so 
we went around the block and 
crossed over at a traffic light.  It 
looked great from the outside, 
but the Molin Bar and Gelateria 
hadn’t gotten a food delivery 
lately.  So we split a ham & 
cheese on toast for 2.60€; we 
were thankful for it.  We headed 
down the road for another 45km 
before we made the turn north to 
Lago Misurina.  We pulled into a 
big parking lot to “hide” Karen’s 
bike in public while we went and 
explored the mountain top called 
Tre Cime di Lavaredo (three peaks) 
and the Rifugio Auronzo at 

2,330m.  We had read about this 
in our reference book called The 
Alps and Corsica by John 
Hermann, who wrote you can 
expect “the very best view in the 
Dolomites possible with wheels 
still on the ground.”  No sooner 

had we pulled out of the parking 
lot headed to the highway to the 
sky, when I spotted Rožle on his 
bike looking at a map.  It seems 
that he had led his flock to the 
Quinz restaurant overlooking 
Lago Misurina for lunch and they 
were still at the restaurant. We 

were on a mission too, so 
off we went to find the en-
trance to the Tre Cime 
highway.  There’s now an 11€ 
toll to ride this road.  The ride 
was fun, but I had hoped for a 
longer road and more corners.  
If you want to follow two bikes 
as they ride to the top, check out 
this YouTube video! 
 
After admiring the view and tak-

ing some photos, we went into 
the Rifugio and ordered up a sec-
ond helping of lunch that included 
a dish of gnocchi with tomato 
sauce, a slice of tiramisu, and .5L 
of water for 12.8€.  As we were 
eating, the ceiling dropped and 

the mountain 
view disap-
peared.  When 
we got back to 
the bike we 
could hear a 
thunderstorm 
approaching.  
We made a 
hasty retreat 
down the road 

and encountered a few sprin-
kles as we picked up Karen’s 
bike.  We went over Passo Tre 
Croce (1,805m) into Cortina and 
then west to Arabba via Passo 
di Falzarego (2,105m).  As we 
rolled into the hotel parking lot 
after 5pm, some of our group 
were sitting outside the bar en-
joying some drinks in the sun.  
They directed us to park in the 
nearby garage.  We collected 
our gear and checked into the 
Hotel Evaldo. It’s an upscale 3-

star hotel; we had a comfortable 
sitting room with a small bal-
cony, a nice bedroom with a big 
desk, and a fancy, electronic 
Jacuzzi shower unit in the bath-
room.  Since we looked forward 
to two rest days in Italy, we un-
packed and did some laundry in 
the sink.  After a nice shower, 
we headed to the bar for some 
liquid refreshment and a chat 
about the day’s adventures. 

 
Sorry folks, you’ll need to 

wait till November for the rest. 
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BMWBMW breakfast rides are informal 
gatherings of members who meet for 
breakfast and ride afterward. Not all 
members participate in the after-breakfast 
rides, and many members like to show up 
solely for the breakfast. Interested? Show 
up early, look for tables with motorcycle 
helmets, and don't be shy about introducing 
yourself! If you'd like more information, or 
to volunteer to lead a ride one weekend, 
call the rides chairman. 

Note: Schedules for breakfast rides 
are not fixed in stone nor will a ride 
take place if there is a club meeting or 
other major event scheduled on that 
day. Consult the message boards for 
late breaking changes or 
announcements.  
http://www.bmwbmw.org/forums/ 
 
Baltimore Breakfast Ride 
1st Sunday, 8 a.m. 
 
Golden Corral, 7908 Rossville Blvd. 
Balto, Md 21236. To have a reminder email 
come to you the week before the breakfast, 
send your email address to: 
jpellenbarg@juno.com or call Jim at 410-
256-0970.  
 
Maryland Breakfast Ride 
3rd Sunday, 10 a.m. 
 
The Cozy Restaurant, 103 Frederick 
Road, Thurmont, MD 21788. 301-271-
7373. Directions: Take I-270 north to 
Frederick, MD and continue north on U.S. 
15. Take the first Thurmont exit. Turn right 
at stop sign, then left at traffic light. The 
restaurant is 1/4 mile on your left.  

 
Virginia Breakfast Ride 
4th Sunday, 9 a.m. 
NEW LOCATION!! 
Chuckwagon of Nokesville, 12846-A 
Fitzwater Dr. Nokesville, VA 20181.  (703)
594-0205. Town And Country has closed 
so we are trying this new place to see how 
it goes. 

Rides-To-Eat 
Rides to Eat’s (RTE) are informal gatherings of BMWBMW members 

who meet for dinner. These gatherings are regularly scheduled for the first 
and third week of each month and are always planned and announced on the 
club’s web message board.  

Typically, the Virginia RTE is the first Wednesday 
and the Maryland RTE is the third Tuesday. The 
restaurant is always different and the dates occasionally 
change. Additionally, impromptu ride-to-eats are always 
popping up. Interested? 

Check out the message boards Events section and look 
for Ride-To-Eat or RTE. www.bmwbmw.org/forums 

***Club Needs Volunteers*** 
 

A Government Affairs chairperson is needed. If interested or 
have questions, email Tina at President@bmwbmw.org. 

**Unless otherwise stated, BoD meetings are at 10am, general meeting at 11am*** 
October 1-2, 2011 BMWBMW Oktoberfest Camp Westmar. 
October 2, 2011 BMWBMW Membership meeting at Camp Westmar following  
  Oktoberfest. BoD meeting 9:30am, General meeting 10:00am. 
November 12, 2011 BMWBMW Membership Meeting Glory Days, Winchester, 
 VA. 
December 11, 2011 BMWBMW Membership Meeting Battley Cycles,  
 Gaithersburg, MD. 
January 14, 2011 BMWBMW Holiday Party To be determined. 
 

CLUB TECH DAYS 
Go to www.bmwbmw.org/node/18 or under the Tech section in the forums for  

updated tech day info. 
 

     December 11, 2011 Battley Cycles 7830 Airpark Road  Gaithersburg, MD 20879  
 Following the membership meeting. 

 
If you want to host a tech day, email Greg at Tech@bmwbmw.org. 

2011 CALENDAR OF CLUB EVENTS BREAKFAST RIDES 
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Battley Cycles - 7830 Airpark Rd., Gaithersburg, MD.  
20879. 301-948-4581. From I-270 take Shady Grove Rd.  
East. At Muncaster Mill Rd., Shady Grove Rd. becomes 
Airpark Rd. Go straight another 2.1 miles. Battley's is on 
the left.  N39° 10.2290' / W77° 9.5783'. 
 
Bob’s BMW - 10720 Guilford Rd., Jessup, MD.  20794. 
301-497-8949. From I-95 take Exit 38-A East. Go about 
one mile and exit onto U.S. 1 North. Go to the first traffic 
light and turn right onto Guilford Rd. Bob's is less than 
one mile on the right.  N39° 7.4678' / W76° 47.2914'. 
 
Camp West-Mar - from U.S. Rt. 15 N. of Frederick, 
MD., take Md. Rt. 77 West. Follow it West for 7 mi. and 
turn left onto Brown Rd. Proceed about 0.4 mile, and turn 
left into Camp West-Mar at the sign.  N39° 38.0863’ / 
W77°  31.3955’. 
 
Cozy Restaurant - 103 Frederick Rd., Thurmont, MD.  
21788.  (301) 271-7373.  Go N. on I-270 to Frederick, 
MD., continue N. on U.S. 15. Take the Md. Rt. 806 exit. 
Turn right at stop sign, then left at traffic light to head N. 
on Rt. 806 (Frederick Rd.). The restaurant is 1/4 mile on 
your left.  If you miss the Rt. 806 exit, take the Md. Rt. 77 
exit, take a left onto Md. Rt. 77, go past Altamont and 
Howard, and take a right at the light at Water to go S. on 
Md. Rt. 806 to the restaurant, which will be on your right.  
N39° 37.1087’ / W. 77°  24.9358’. 
 
Khanh’s EUBMW - 3025 Colvin St., Alexandria, VA.  
22314. 571-294-2386 . From I-395, take Duke Street East 
to a right turn at Roth St. Make another right onto Colvin 
St. Lap's is a few doors down. From Old Town 
Alexandria, take Duke St. West to a left on Roth, then 
same as above.  N38° 48.4114' / W77° 4.9134'. 

Maryland State Fairgrounds 
I-95 North towards Baltimore, I-695 West (Exit 49B) on 
the left towards Towson, I-83 North (Exit 24) to Padonia 
Road (Exit 17), East on Padonia Road to York Road, 
right onto York Road, heading South.  The fairgrounds is 
a few blocks down on the right.  N39° 27.4806' / W76° 
38.0314'. 
 
Morton's BMW - 5099A Jefferson Davis Hwy., 
Fredericksburg, VA.  22408. 540-891-9844. From I-95 
South, take exit 126 to a traffic light at U.S. 1. Turn left 
(N.) on U.S. 1, go one mile to the light at Courthouse Rd./
Rt. 208. Make a left onto Courthouse Rd., then right at 
the next light into the parking lot at Morton’s.  N38° 
15.2456' / W77° 30.0725'. 
 
Speed’s Cycle - 5820 Washington Blvd., Elkridge, MD.  
21075. 410-379-0106. Take I-95 North to Route 100 East. 
Take first exit to Route 1 North. Go about 3 miles. 
Speed’s is on the left just before Levering Ave.  N39° 
12.9713' / W76° 42.6646'. 
 
Brown’s V-Twin Cycle Repair– 75 Aileron Court, Suite 
#8 Westminster, MD 21157. 410-386-0177 (10am-6pm) 
Ed Phelps. 
 
Beemers Uber Alles—9248 Mike Garcia Dr.Mannassas, 
Va 20109 (571) 318-2472. 
george@beemersuberalles.com 
 

DIRECTIONS AND COORDINATES 

2011 BMWBMW Club Picnic By Wes Fleming 

With a 9-year old kid, I figured 
the BMWBMW Club Picnic at 
Great Country Farms would be a lot 
of fun for my family, so I signed us 
right up. As the date of the picnic 
approached, I found myself scram-
bling to get us all there on bikes, as I 
unfortunately let the state inspection 
on my sidecar rig lapse. I talked 
Tina Fraembs into giving my daugh-
ter a ride so my wife could ride with 
me and it looked like we were all 
set. 

Saturday, 17 September 
dawned gray and cold with about 
a 30% chance of rain in the fore-
cast. I got my wife and kid into 
their warm and waterproof gear 
and Tina swung by to gather us. I 
plugged the address of Great 
Country Farms into my GPS and 
we gathered up fellow club mem-
bers Corey  and Lisa  who were 
waiting for us at the edge of my 
neighborhood. 

 

We had plenty of time to get to the 
farm, so I stayed off the highway, tak-
ing us across to the Fairfax County 
Parkway, then out US 50. If the rain 
had held off, the ride on Snickersville 
Turnpike would have been a lot more 
pleasant, but such was not the case, as 
a steady, spitting rain began to fall, 
adding a fresh layer to the already wet 
and twisty “turnpike.” It turned out that 
Bluemont held their annual town festi-
val the same weekend, so coming in  

 Continued on next page... 
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2012 BMWBMW OFFICERS – BALLOT 
MUST BE POSTMARKED BY 31 OCTOBER 2011 

 
Circle your choice for each office. 
You must mail in this ballot. 
Associate members only may send in a copy but 
MUST INCLUDE their name and membership number 
in writing. 
 
PRESIDENT: 
 
Maria Vandergucht (Current VP)  Unopposed 
 
VICE PRESIDENT/RALLY CHAIR: 
 
Scott Keimig (Current Secretary)  Unopposed 
 
SECRETARY: (No incumbent) 
 
Ron Plichta (Current Treasurer) Unopposed 
 
TREASURER: 
 
Henry Winokur  Unopposed 
 
MEMBERSHIP CHAIR: 
 
Paul Brown  (Incumbent)  Unopposed 
 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR:  
 
Wes Fleming  Unopposed 
 
Mail this ballot to:  

          Chase Hinderstein 
        9121 Home Guard Dr 
        Burke VA 22015  

 
 
WRITE IN VOTES may be written next to the printed  
candidate – be sure to CIRCLE your write-in vote! 

2011 Club Election Ballot 

Member Name:____________________________________ 
 
BMWBMW Membership#__________________________ 

You can vote online at http://
www.bmwra.org/election/
bmwbmw/  

To vote online, go to: 
http://www.bmwra.org/
election/bmwbmw/. Your 
name and membership # is 
needed to vote online also. 
This will take you to the 
BMW Riders Association 
website for voting. Thanks to 
the BMWRA and Anton Lar-
giarder for their assistance 
with the online voting. 

Club Elections (Cont)... 

via VA 7 would have been just 
as difficult, as it required a 
lengthy detour. 

 
Great Country Farms is a 

good facility anchored by its 
seasonal “u-pick” crops. After 
visiting the farm’s “roosteraunt” 
to sample some fresh-from-the-
oven apple pie, we watched a 
demonstration of how apple ci-
der used to be made with a vin-
tage press. Several other club 
members joined the group and 
we all got caught up on each 
others’ lives and snapped a 
group picture. 

 
My daughter was eager to get 

into the apple orchard, so we 
rode the provided “hayride” – a 
farm tractor pulling a wooden, 
covered trailer – out to the 
fields.  Had the weather cooper-
ated, I’m sure we would have 
had a bigger turnout, but my 
family had a good time at this 
year’s picnic. We’re all looking 
forward to next year and plan to 
return to Great Country Farms 
later this fall to 
secure some tasty 
produce. 

Club Picnic (Cont.) 

www.bmwra.org/election/bmwbmw/
www.bmwra.org/election/bmwbmw/
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Motorcycles 
(Year, Model, Mileage) 

#1 ________________________  
#2 ________________________  
#3 ________________________  
Total BMW miles ridden: _______  

Referred to BMWBMW by: 
__________________________  

Name _________________________________________________  
Associate ______________________________________________  
Street _________________________________________________  
City, State, ZIP__________________________________________  
Occupation ____________________________________________  
Phone Home (____) __________  Work (____) ___________ 
E-mail: ________________________(required for eBTS notification) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 I’d be willing to help with the 

following areas or committees: 
 
___Government affairs ___Rally 
___Membership ___Rides 
___Newsletter ___Safety 
___Sales ___Technical 
___Meetings & events ___Internet 

BMW BIKERS OF METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL FORM 

SIGN UP/RENEW ONLINE WITH PAYPAL AT WWW.BMWBMW.ORG 
Please check the appropriate box 

___New Member       ___Renewal       ___Change of Address 
___Email me the club newsletter (Please provide email address below) ___Mail me the newsletter 

MEMBERSHIP DUES 
 Regular Member $20.00/year 
 Associate Member $7.50/year 
Dues may be paid for 1, 2, or 3 years. Associate members must reside at the same address as the regular 

member. Associate members receive membership card, pin, and decal and have voting privileges if age 16 or 
over, but do not receive separate newsletters or other mailings. 

Make check payable to BMWBMW and send it with this form to: 
Paul Brown  P.O. Box 101115 Arlington, VA 22210 

Membership dues are not refundable. 
 

Between the Spokes 
Membership 
c/o Paul Brown 
P.O. Box 101115  
Arlington, VA 22210 

FIRST CLASS  

BMW MOA :___________ 
BMW RA #:  ___________ 
AMA #: _______________ 

Age group: 
___16-25          ___46-55 
___26-35          ___56+ 
___36-45 


