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Front Cover Photo: Two friends on a trip 
across the Trans-Labrador Hwy. Photo cour-
tesy of Chris Barritt. 
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2011 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2011 COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

    
 
 Due to unforeseen circumstances, Paul Brown has declined running for 
Membership Chair for the 2012 term year. 
We will hold a Special Election at the December meeting.   
The meeting will be at 11am on December 11, 2011 at Battley Cycles, 
7830 Airpark Road 
Gaithersburg, MD 20879. 
 
    If you have any questions or comments, please don’t hesitate to ask, 
you can email me at president@bmwbmw.org. 
Thanks in advance… 
Tina Fraembs, President 

SPECIAL ELECTION 
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By Tina Fraembs 
 
Thanks and Goodnight….. 
 
Well, it’s time to write my last article for 

BMWBMW. It’s been such an honor to serve as your 
President. To say that this club has become part of my 
family is such an understatement. 

 
I’ve really come to understand what the definitions 

of friendship, camaraderie, and family mean to me. 
I’ve seen and experienced how this club comes to-
gether to help others out when somebody is stranded 
on a highway or in a parking lot, needs to load, unload 
or move furniture or when it’s time for motorcycle 
maintenance – you name it and they are there.  I’ve 
seen friends ride in two Iron Butt Rallies and the club 
is there cheering them on.  Cheering on our own Nate 
Kern as he raced several BMW motorcycles and won 
several championships was also so exciting! 

 
This club is AMAZING!  I’ve never been so proud 

to be a part of such an organization!  I want to thank 
everyone that has welcomed me to this club and have 
given me such great support over the years. I could 
not have done it without all of you! 

 
I wish you all the best and I look forward to seeing 

you all in the future from the “cheap” seats and out on 
the road.  I also wish the new Board all the best and I 
look forward to the great things to come in our future! 

 
Ride Safe, 

Tina Fraembs, President 

BMW Bikers Of Metropolitan Washington 
 

  
 
 
 

By Rick Przybylski 
 
So long and thanks for all the fish… 
 
This is my last BTS as the editor and I want to 

thank all those who have sent me articles and info 
over the past 3.5 years. I have been very lucky with 
the quality contributions. You all made my job very 
easy. 

 
I also want to thank the board members I have 

worked with over the past 3.5 years. You all have 
done a great job with keeping the club thriving and 
active. A special thanks to Tina, our outgoing presi-
dent. Her dedication to the club has been outstanding 
and it has been a privilege working with her and see-
ing the great things she has done for the club and I 
feel good being apart of her vision for the future of 
the club. I know Maria will do a great job as well.  

 
Please support Wes, your new editor, as you have 

done for me and support all the new board members. 
Most of all, come out and participate with the club. 
The members are a great bunch of people; so come on 
out and be apart of it. 

 
 

Ride safe, 
Rick Przybylski 
BTS Editor 
Editor@bmwbmw.org 

RAP & RIDE TWO BITTS 
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Glen & Chris’ Most Excellent Adventure Ride By Chris Barritt 

Glen and I first met in ‘05 as students 
in the IP (Instructor Preparation) Pro-
gram to become Motorcycle Safety 
Instructors and quickly became 
friends. During our excursion to the 
2011 International Motorcycle Show 
in DC the topic got around to trips for 
the coming year. Since I was recently 
retired/unemployed/between careers, 
Glen was sure I was headed to Prud-
hoe Bay and wanted to ride along, but 
had a limited time to do so. If I was to 
undertake that trip, I would prefer to 
take 4-6 weeks. I wouldn’t want to 
have to hurry, but this was only a 
pipedream because there was NO 
WAY I was going to get a “hall pass” 
from my spouse for that much time 
away from home. 
 
   A few weeks later I was reading a 
recent edition of the AMA Motorcy-
clist magazine and there’s a really 
cool article about riding the Trans-

Labrador Highway (TLH). It was 
well written and instantly grabbed 
my interest. Perhaps we could ride 
the TLH as a “warm-up” to see if 
Prudhoe Bay was an option in the 
future and it was doable within a 
timeframe that we both could han-
dle. After sending a copy of the ride 
report to Glen, he was on the idea 
like flies on you know what. 
 
   The extent of my knowledge on 
the subject was limited to say the 
least, but Glen knew right where to 
gain more information,  
ADVrider.com. The site provided a 
wealth of information about the 
TLH on such topics as tire choices, 
surface/road conditions, camping 
sites, fuel availability, lodging, wild-
life, ferries, etc. 
 
   So, if we were to take on this ad-
venture, when should we go? My 

preference was to leave immedi-
ately after Labor Day since I felt 
the crowds would be less and hope-
fully the black flies would have 
eased up by then. Glen has vast ex-
perience camping, backpacking and 
dealing with the dreaded black flies 
whereas I have never seen one, 
only heard about them. Glen was 
getting way too much glee in de-
scribing, in detail, just how vicious 
and numerous they can be. I kept 
wondering, “is he trying to freak 
me out or prepare me for the 
worst”? This was one reason I  
wasn’t overly excited when he in-
formed me that the only time he 
could get off was the last few days 
of July and the first 2 weeks of  
August All I could think of was 
sweating my butt off and being 
eaten alive by black flies! 
 
   Continued on page 8... 
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My first monthly column here will run a little long, 
so be patient with me as I have a lot to cover.  First of 
all, thanks to all who voted for your support of the 
new Board of Directors who take office at the Decem-
ber 2011 meeting.  Board and committee members 
give their time and effort to make this club a welcom-
ing place.  The January BTS will include pictures and 
bios to help you get to know us a bit better.  I’d espe-
cially like to welcome Henry Winokur and Wes Flem-
ing, who are newly joining the Board as Treasurer and 
Newsletter Editor, respectively.  

  
I want to give a BIG shout out of THANKS to our 

departing (not departed!) Board members.  Former 
President Tina Fraembs was an active, four-term 
leader who gave a ton of effort and time to the 
club.  Rick Przybylski worked hard as our Newsletter 
Editor and helped improve the look of the BTS.  Their 
efforts are appreciated and will be tough acts to  
follow.  

  
Our 2012 Board is eager to get to work and will be 

spending the better part of a day together in January 
to do some planning and brainstorming to make your 
club experience better.  We want to build on the bene-
fits of being a club member and make it easier for you 
to write that renewal check each year.  

  
You likely will recall that last year we included a 

member survey in the full home mailing of the BTS 
newsletter.  Well, we’ll be reporting the results – fa-
vorable and critical – and providing feedback.  Over 
the next few months, we’ll tackle the survey catego-
ries, with a column here in the BTS and an online 
posting as well.  Participation in the survey was low, 
but keep in mind that your feedback is welcome at all 
times; please try to make your comments thorough 
and constructive so that we can respond reasona-
bly.  Since I’ve been rally chair for the past three 
years, this month’s topic is the Square Route Rally – 
see my separate article. 

  
Our membership represents a broad cross-section: 

young and mature, white- and blue-collar workers, 
government, self-employed, public safety and private 
sector employees, retirees, families with young or 
teenage kids…we are a diverse group! To meet every-
one’s ideal of what this club should be for them as an 
individual is difficult at best. We are committed to 

listening to our members, building on what has 
worked in the past, and exploring new ideas for our 
club activities.  If you have an idea or insight that you 
believe can benefit us all, please tell us. 

  
In my position statement, I shared that my most 

important goal is to encourage member involve-
ment.  We have many opportunities for you to help, 
and you don’t have to be on the Board to make a con-
tribution. All the small efforts add up and make the 
club a success.  We’ll be actively looking for some 
roles, but feel free to approach us with sugges-
tions.  Do you know the area surrounding a meeting 
location, and want to lead a group ride after, or even 
offer a ride sheet for self-guided tours?  Do you have 
2-3 hours at the rally and want to meet people by 
helping with registration?  Do you have space avail-
able to host a tech day?  I have met some great folks 
through my work with the club, and consider them 
much more than just riding buddies. 

  
Speaking of looking for members to fill roles, we 

made some recent changes to the sales and govern-
ment chair positions; welcome to Brian Conrad and 
Ed Stiley.  Watch the January BTS and the forums for 
additional opportunities to help your club.  

 
While the Board makes sure the business of the 

club gets accomplished, this is YOUR club.  We rep-
resent YOU.  So speak up so we can hear you.  

  
Maria 
 

 
Square Route Rally Feedback:  Survey Says? 

  
Our survey included several questions about the 

rally.  I summarized the results, categorized com-
ments, directly quoted all comments (noted with bul-
lets) and provided a response in italics. 

  
Summary of Results: 24 responses; 17 have at-

tended our rally.  Of those who have not attended, 
four indicated scheduling conflicts, one said it simply 
did not appeal to them, and two others were new to 
the club.  In response to the request for specific sug-
gestions to improve the rally experience for new or 
returning attendees: 

 

A Few Notes From Our President Elect, Maria Vandergucht 
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WEATHER COMMENTS 
• Prevent rain. 
• Stop the rain?  Just kidding.  Unfortunately, I've 

only been able to attend one in the last 5 years, so 
I really can't help on this one. 

Response:  This is an easy one - we cannot control 
the weather but I like the idea.  We will report back if 
that comes under the scope of Rally Chair.  �  

  
LOCATION COMMENTS 

• I think it needs to be held at a better loca-
tion.  Nothing wrong with camping but I know 
people who would go if the terrain were a little 
better for touring bikes and maybe a little closer to 
a hotel. 

• Mix the location up a bit...ALWAYS at Thurmont? 
• This event needs some new passion, a new loca-

tion, more going on besides just seminars and a lot 
more people attending it. It would be great to see 
more dealer support but they need the above to 
attend. 

• I've attended one rally (2007 I think, maybe 
2008).  It was a lot of fun.  I think the only im-
provement suggestion I'd make is for better toilet/
shower facilities, but I don't think that's really a 
practical suggestion given that the campground is 
what it is - and it's shared among groups. 

• Try a new venue.  The campground up by Dar-
lington, Md., is an example of that.  We had the 
rally there for a couple of years.  I liked it better. 

Response:  The WestMar site is ideal in some 
ways, yet we recognize its challenges.  It’s difficult to 
find a site that meets our needs – camping space, fa-
cilities (kitchen, bunkhouses, bath houses), hotel 
availability, great area roads, and the ability to sell 
beer. Affordability is also an issue; our largest ex-
penses in 2011 were the site fee ($2500) and catering 
($3600).  Many attendees think the location is terrific 
and it’s tough to have all the site amenities PLUS 
great riding roads. We’ll be starting a site search to 
see if we can improve on the common criticisms.  Do 
you have a site suggestion?  We want to hear it, and 
we’ll also ask your help to collect some simple pre-
liminary information about the site - location and 
contact information, acres available, facilities.  Then 
we’ll do the in-depth work to see if the site is an op-
tion.  Contact a Board member if you have a site sug-
gestion.  

   Continued on next page... 

A Few Notes From Our President Elect, (Cont) 
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We are looking at different approaches for dealer 
presence at the rally, beyond donating door and 
grand prizes.  Stay tuned.  In terms of some new pas-
sion and ‘more going on,’ we added a band for the 
2011 rally, and that seemed to be well-received.  And 
our new Rally Chair/VP Scott Keimig is already 
working on injecting some new energy and ideas into 
the weekend.  

  
MISC FEEDBACK 

• More rides. 
Response:  Well, we offer ride sheets for self-

guided rides, a guided Gentle GS ride and an occa-
sional scavenger hunt or other contest.  Let us know 
what else you have in mind and we’ll see if we can 
add it.  
• I've been a few times and had a great time! 
• Thurmont is a great location - equal or better 

than most others I've attended. It has a great repu-
tation among riders I know that are not from the 
club. Suggest sending "hold the date" cards in 
early spring to previous attendees who are not 
club members. 

Response:  Thanks for the positive feedback!  That 
is nice to hear, and I have met returning riders from 
Massachusetts, Ohio, and elsewhere who make a 
point to attend our rally.  Great suggestion on the 
postcards!  Non-members who attended will be re-
ceiving reminders (either email or postcard) in late 
February.  

  
My general feedback:  Many clubs are dealing 

with the issue of lower attendance at their rallies, a 
comment I heard at several club rallies in 
2011.  There are a variety of reasons offered – eco-
nomic conditions, more events to choose from than 
years ago, aging members not into camping. We all 
seem stumped as to how to deal with it.  Our goal is 
to take your feedback and enhance the rally to make it 
appealing to a broad group of people.  We hope the 
net result will be higher attendance, but it may take a 
while.  

  
Thanks to all who participated in the survey.  Please 
contact the BoD with further suggestions or to assist 
with the 2012 Square Route Rally! 

A Few Notes From Our President Elect, (Cont) 

 A date was set and it was agreed that planning had to 
proceed in top secret because neither of us had clear-
ance from our spouses for such a trip, yet. 
 
   Then disaster stuck. I was diagnosed with a tumor 
in my heart which would require full open-heart sur-
gery. I was whisked off to Washington Adventist Hos-
pital that and day convinced the trip was over for me. 
They wheeled me into surgery April 5th as I warned 
them NOT to remove any other body parts “While 
they were in there.” 
 
   Prior to surgery I mentioned our plans to the sur-
geon and asked what my chances of going were and 
after some pondering he felt I would be healed in time 
and could continue with my planning. Yippee! 
I won’t bore you with the details of my recovery 
other than to say it was a very unpleasant experience 
and even after 6 weeks I was convinced there was NO 
WAY I would be going and had told Glen as much. 
Through all my lows, Glen did his best to keep my 
spirits up, continuing to plan out our “Adventure 
Ride.” As only a true friend would, Glen told me that 

Glen & Chris’ Most Excellent Adventure Ride  
By Chris Barritt 
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if I couldn’t make it...he was pre-
pared to do the trip alone. 
 
   It wasn’t until after a trip to my 
brother’s in Vermont in late June 
on my LT that I felt I could do it. 
As a result, Glen did most 
(truthfully all) of the trip planning 
including ferry reservations from 
Newfoundland to Nova Scotia and 
noting points of interest along the 
way. I was just happy to be going! 
My R1150 GS got a few farkles 
added for the trip and then sud-
denly our departure date arrived. 
Glen came up the night before 
(after leaving his walking shoes in 
his driveway by accident) for any 
last minute preparations, dinner 
and some Margaritas before bed. 
With a 6am departure, cool temps 
and overcast skies we sailed to 
northern Vermont via great twisty 
roads to a friend of Glen’s house 

just in time for dinner, a beautiful sun-
set, showers and comfortable beds. 
Both our helmets were equipped with 
SENA SMH10 Bluetooth intercoms 
that Rick at webbikeworld.com was 
kind enough to loan us for the trip. 
Having the ability to communicate 
with each other while riding was a 
tremendous help and made possible 
copious amounts of chatter between 
us. 

   The next morning we swapped out 
the stock treads on both bikes for 

Continental TKC 80s ourselves in 
their garage despite a lot of cussing 
on Glen’s part with his 650 V-Strom 
wheels. With the job completed we 
headed north into Quebec stopping in 
Levis for the night so we could hit 
Old Quebec City first thing the next 
morning, Saturday. Breakfast and a 
quick walking tour through the city, 
which was still asleep, and we were 
back on the bikes. But, apparently the 
city didn’t want us to leave because 
we had a devil of a time finding our 
way out of the underground parking 
garage where we seemed to be stuck 
going in circles all the while laughing 
ourselves silly. After finding the 
“Sortie” Glen somehow jammed the 
gate electronics after which there was 
a frantic search by the attendants to 
locate the correct key, from amongst 
a ring of 50 keys, to reset the system 
before they would let me out.  
 Continued on page 10... 

Glen & Chris’ Most Excellent Adventure Ride By Chris Barritt 
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This would set the tone for the 
rest of our adventure. 
 
   Once locating an ATM for some 
odd looking Canadian currency, 
we headed along the northern side 
of the St. Lawrence reaching Baie-
Comeau and the turn off for Rt. 
389 which would take us almost 
due north towards Labrador City. 
 
   During Glen’s research he 
learned that this stretch of road all 
the way to Labrador City experi-
enced heavy truck travel during 
the weekdays and was best trav-
eled on a weekend, so we were 
right on schedule. Traffic fell off 
almost immediately except for the 
two sports cars that were itching 
to pass us. The pavement was 
twisty, heavily frost heaved and 
we were pretty well loaded so we 
motioned them around and they 

disappeared in a flash. I expected to 
find one on the side of the road with a 
hole in the oil pan, but we never saw 

them again. 
   Our first fuel stop well up Rt. 389 
was just before Manic 5 and was a 
simple dirt/gravel lot with a few 
buildings scattered adjacent in a 
semi-circle. I was tapped out since we 
didn’t eat lunch and we just happened 
to walk up as they opened a small 
cafeteria that caters to the truck driv-

ers and wild-land firefighters that 
travel that route. We must have 
looked clueless because a few of the 
guys (those that knew a little Eng-
lish) helped us out with the menu 
since it was all in French. We asked 
about camping and were directed to a 
spot that was right on a lake “just 
off” the main road. By some miracle 
we found the spot, although it was a 
LOT farther off the road than they 
said…..must have been in our kilo-
meters-to-miles conversion. 
 Continued on next page... 

Glen & Chris’ Most Excellent Adventure Ride By Chris Barritt 
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   It was a lovely spot right next to a 
lake and just as Glen had said, we 
had 30 seconds to get our netting on 
before the black flies found us, al-
though they weren’t overpowering. 
The tents were pitched as soon as 
we finished bandaging Glen’s thumb 
after he cut it on his razor reaching 
into his side case. Once the bleeding 
stopped and the tents were up it was 
getting dark quickly so we turned in 
for the evening. Luckily, I had put 
enough clothing on when I went to 
bed because it was 41 degrees (I had 
a 45 degree bag) and I was getting 
cold when we were awakened at 
4am to the sound of a helicopter 
starting up and then taking off. 
Seems we were camped just across 
the road from a helicopter pad 
where they transport the firefighters 
to the bush and there was a fire 
burning up north. This is where I 
started to learn the benefits of pack-

   We rolled into Labrador City at 
lunch time and hit the first Tim 
Horton’s (TH) that came into site. 
Actually what we saw first was the 
line of cars at the drive-in window. 
As we would notice throughout our 
journey in the Canadian Maritimes, 
there must be some unwritten rule 
that the locals are not allowed to 
actually go inside a TH, but must 
only use the drive-in…thus we had 
nearly the entire place to ourselves. 
With our bellies full and a much 
needed caffeine fix, we set to 
spreading out all of our camping 
gear in the parking lot to dry. This 
attracted much interest from the 
“locals,” but as Glen said “These 
people will never see us again.” 
this then became our favorite 
motto. 
 
   We expected to put in for the 
night when we reached Churchill 
Falls, but were making great time. 
It was still early and the black flies 
were in abundance so we pushed 
onto Happy Valley/Goose Bay ar-
riving JUST as the sun disap-
peared. This was the only time we 
traveled at or near dark because of 
the danger from the wildlife, espe-
cially moose. We had full inten-
tions of camping, but this time 
Glen was spent and food, a room 
with a bed and shower just sounded 
too good. We found a room in a 
way over-priced dump that hap-
pened to have a bar/restaurant at-
tached, scored some sandwiches 
and two delicious cold beers before 
they closed and checked into our 
room complete with bugs on the 
floor. 6am we were greeted by 
drunken 1st Nation youths in the 
lobby in front of the motel in addi-
tion to a broken beer bottle about 8’ 
from our bikes. 
 Continued on page 14... 

ing up quickly just to stay warm. 
 
   Back on the main road, we passed 
in front of Manic 5 which is the 
world’s biggest multiple-arch-buttress 
style dam and is HUGE! Here the 
pavement ended and went right into a 
series of switchbacks with an 18% 
uphill grade! There was no traffic so 
we were the only hazards on the road 
at that time, but I’ve seen pictures of 
that stretch with several large trucks 
on that section and I was glad we had 
hit it on a Sunday. Here was where 
the gravel sections of the TLH 
started. The road was mostly straight, 
wide, hard packed with gravel of all 
sizes on top with big rolling grades 
and dry…so we had dust. Where the 
road did turn was where the really 
tricky parts were. The right-handers 
were ok; it was the lefts that had a 
much higher pucker-factor since the 
gravel was thrown to the outside of 
the turns (our side) and could get 
really deep if you strayed too far from 
the center of the road. This of course 
happened anytime a vehicle was com-
ing or you couldn’t see far enough 
around the turn. I had made some 
changes to the GS in anticipation of 
standing on the foot pegs and was 
darn happy I did because this made it 
far easier to stay upright. Standing on 
the pegs really came in handy near 
the mining town of Fremont where 
the road twists and turns while it trav-
erses small rolling hills. 

Glen & Chris’ Most Excellent Adventure Ride By Chris Barritt 



December 2011 12 Between the Spokes    ©2011 BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washington 

 

Revit Riding Jacket, unisex, size 38 with liner- brand new, barely used, paid $299, for sale $95 obo. 
 
Aerostich Roadcrafter jacket, excellent condition, not faded, does have two very small pin holes in  
reflective back stripe. Size 44 Long, Grey with black ballistics. $150. 
  
Hein Gericke boots, size 47 / 11.5-12 US, like new condition, bought in Germany. Great summer boot. ¾ 
height: 10” at front & 9” at back. Dual zippers, waterproof, very comfortable and walks like a shoe. 
Exactly like the Bullson Manx boot but w/o the word Bullson. $65. 
  
Karl Wagner 
kwagner@cablespeed.com 
Hm#: 410.518.6678 

Marketplace 

2004 BMW R1150R/80 ABS,  22.6k miles, garaged, dealer serviced.  
OEM; system side cases, tank bag, SS brake lines, locked luggage bridge, battery tender, acc. sockets, 
heat grips, 4 ways, cup holder, Owner’s manuals,low seat, power ABS brakes. OTHER; DVD manual, 
Chicane soft top case, tool pouch/tools, Wrist Rest cruise, ELF highway pegs, Hyper-Lites, accessary  
mount, Bar-BAX, cover. "80th Anniversary” Rockster features upgraded front and rear suspension with rear  
hydraulic adjuster, GS style headlamps, special instrument cluster, shorter gearing, and a unique paint job  
with /80 lettering. 
David Hutchins, 
$5600 www.davidhutchinsfineart.com,  e-mail dhutchins471@comcast.net , phone  301-668-8213. 
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2012 Holiday Party is RIGHT Around the Corner! 
 
 
 

 Now that Thanksgiving is over, register right now for the 2012 Holiday Party. It will be on 
Saturday, January 14, 2012 at the Golden Bull restaurant in Gaithersburg, MD at 7 Dalamar 
Street, Gaithersburg, MD 20877 (301-948-3666), www.golden-bull.com. 
 The party starts of with a cash bar at 6 pm. The buffet dinner starts at 7 pm. Come and enjoy 
their Special Occasion Dinner Buffet which includes a garden salad, rolls and butter, and coffee, 
hot or iced tea and soda. You’ll choices of Carved Roast Sirloin of Beef with a jus and 
horseradish sauce, Chicken Marsala in wine reduction with mushrooms and Spinach Lasagna. 
The entrée will be complemented by oven roasted red skin potatoes, green beans in garlic butter 
and seasonal vegetable medley. For dessert, enjoy vanilla ice cream along with our famous 
decorated cake. 
 We’ll get right down to business after dinner: meet new board members, find out the 2011 
mileage contest winners and who won the American Wandering Sequential High ID Tour 
(AWSHIDT). Long-time club member Elsie Smith will do a brief presentation her adventure on 
the Road to Réal Expedition with Moto Discovery (www.motodiscovery.com) on an F650GS 
single. And, stick around for the door prize drawing. The club always seems to have exciting or 
useful door prizes! 
 This is a pre-registration event ONLY and deadline is Monday, January 9, 2012! 
 If you prefer to use PayPal, send to treasurer@bmwbmw.org with 2012 Holiday Party in the 
subject line. Remember to indicate how many people you’re paying for. However, PLEASE also 
submit a registration form and indicate your PayPal transaction number. 
_  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _ 

 
2012 HOLIDAY PARTY REGISTRATION FORM 

January 14, 2012 * Golden Bull Restaurant * 7 Dalamar Street, Gaithersburg, MD 20877, 301-948-3666 
Cocktails (cash bar) at 6pm * Dinner at 7pm 

Cost: $25 per person. Registration deadline is Monday, January 9, 2012! 
 

Please print clearly the name (first, last) to appear on the name badge. 
 

Name 1: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Name 2: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email: _________________________________________ Phone: ________________________________________ 
 
Address: _________________________________________ City: ___________________ State: ___ Zip: ________ 
 

Send your check, payable to BMWBMW, to: 
Elsie Smith, 350 W. Market St., Ste. A, York, PA 17401-1010 

For more information, call Elsie at 717-650-1209 or email elsie.m.smith@comcast.net 
Pre-registration must be RECEIVED no later than Monday, January 9, 2012! 

 
 I/we hereby waive, release, and hold harmless the BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washington, Golden Bull Restaurant, caterers and 

entertainers, for any liability resulting from damages, loss or personal injury while attending the 2012 Holiday Party, or for any cause of 
action I now have, or in the future may have against them. This waiver extends to my heirs, executors, administrators and assigns. There are 
no refunds for registration fees for any reason. 

 
Signature Name 1 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Signature Name 2 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________  
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Glen & Chris’ Most Excellent Adventure Ride By Chris Barritt 

We had one young man of an 
“alternate life style” begging us to 
take him to NY City. Needless to say 
we couldn’t get out of there fast 
enough while we took turns keeping a 
watchful eye on our stuff as we loaded 
up. After a quick stop at the local 
TH’s for food and caffeine we were 
off to fuel both bikes and our two gal-
lon auxiliary fuel cans to the brim for 
the third and final unpaved section of 
the TLH which is about 260 miles 
with no services of any kind. It was 
another beautiful day with clear skies, 
cool temps, a breeze to keep the bugs 
down and the road was dry…..we 
couldn’t have asked better weather! A 
mile or so out of town was the turn off 
for the day’s challenge where we 
stopped, lowered our tire pressures 
some, checked our packs one last time 
and set off into the dust. 
 
   Ah, the dust…there was plenty of 
that for sure. When a vehicle (usually 
big trucks) would pass us in either di-
rection we were treated to a total “dust 
out” (i.e. zero visibility) that could 
last as long as 30 seconds while we 
were moving. Glen chose to ride as 
tail-gunner and over our intercom 
would ask to make sure I was still 
moving otherwise he was going to run 
into me from behind. Since the road 
was straight in almost all of these en-
counters it was simply a matter of 
keeping the bike upright and going 
straight ahead. This section went 
much better than expected and we 
were often running at 50+ mph. As 

soon as we had used enough fuel 
from the bikes we stopped to empty 
the aux fuel tanks to reduce the 
weight we were carrying on top of 
our packs. As before, we had barely 
30 seconds to get our head nets on 
before the black flies discovered our 
presence and moved in for the feast. 
I was in the process of refueling my 
bike when a torrent of profanity 
drifted over from Glen. Seems the 
nozzle on his aux fuel can was hav-
ing a malfunction and spilling fuel 
all over his tank, down the side of 
his bike and onto his pants. I could 
envision the fuel igniting on the hot 
engine, setting his bike on fire and 
our only choice would be to scoop 
up handfuls of dirt and dust to throw 
on it in an attempt to extinguish the 
flame, after I moved my bike well 
clear of the ensuing mayhem first. 
Of course, this would happen about 
100 miles from anything. Luckily, 
there was no fire and our nozzles 
were interchangeable so the fuel 
stop went without further mishap. 
 
   We rolled into Port Hope Simp-
son to refuel and grab a snack and 
were congratulating each other on 
our success when another rider on 
an 1150 Adventure rolled up. After 
introductions we learned his name 
was Brent and hailed from Toronto,  
eh? He had ridden the TLH a few 
times before and warned us about 
the up coming and final 30 miles of 
gravel. Seems the 
stuff was like ball 
bearings and had 
taken out more 
than its share of 
riders, usually 
going the other 
way. His sugges-
tion was to ap-
proach it with a 
fresh perspective 

which turned out to be valuable 
advice. We would cross paths with 
Brent on several occasions, includ-
ing camping two evenings, and en-
joyed his company and quick sense 
of humor immensely and were 
sorry when our paths parted a few 
days later. 
 
   The final gravel section was con-
quered without incident and it was 
time to celebrate! We made it, no 
one got hurt, neither bike was dam-
aged and we enjoyed every mo-
ment! BUT, at the same time we 
were sad that we were finished 
with the unpaved sections. So 
much time planning (Glen’s part) 
and fretting (my part) had gone into 
completing the TLH that we seri-
ously considered turning around 
and riding it backwards, but alas, 
my sister was expecting us in Hali-
fax, NS and we had better show up 
if I ever wanted her to speak to me 
again. Well…? That’s not to say 
our adventure was over, by no 
means…we had plenty of miles and 
smiles to complete. 
 
   We camped that night next to the 
beach at a provincial park in Red 
Bay that Brent had alerted us to and 
luckily there was a strong breeze 
that kept the bugs at bay. Glen pre-
pared a meal for the two of us, 
some sort of noodle stuff, and as I 
was pushing it around in my 
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Glen & Chris’ Most Excellent Adventure Ride By Chris Barritt 

“bowl,” Brent rides up with hamburgers, “chips” and 
sodas for all of us, thus saving me from the utter 
blandness of Glen’s meal that his wife had forewarned 

me of. 
 
   I believe it 
was after we 
pitched our tents 
that we noticed 
an odd contrap-
tion at the far 
end of our park-
ing area that, 
upon closer in-
spection, was 

found to be an active, baited bear trap. The joke was 
the park rangers had directed us to that part of the 
campground to use us as bait. With his ever quick wit, 
Brent coined the name for Glens’ claustrophobic, one-
man tent as the “Blue Burrito”. 
 

   The next day found 
us on the mid-day 
ferry to Newfound-
land after waiting 
standby in line for an 
hour and missing the 
previous boat by 
only four slots. We 
had a wonderful time 
meandering through 

Newfoundland visiting L’Anse aux Meadows the Vi-
king village, Gros Morne Provincial Park, taking the 
boat tour up Western Book Pond (previously a fiord) 
camping along the way. 
 
   Because of Glen’s research, he had made reserva-
tions for us to sail on the monstrous six hour ferry ar-
riving in Nova Scotia early in the afternoon. No 
“adventure” ride to the Canadian Maritimes would be 
complete without a visit and camping at Meat Cove 
which is an odd sort of place, but pretty nonetheless. I 
think there were maybe six level tent spots in the en-
tire “campground” which were all taken. This left us 
with the task of finding a spot big enough to pitch our 
tents that wasn’t both lumpy and on a slope. We were 
treated to a beautiful sunset that evening and sunrise 
the following morning with the usual mist and fog 
you’ll find along the coast. Once at my sister’s we 

would learn that Meat Cove is the butt of many jokes 
in Nova Sciotia. Why so, I could never get a straight 
answer. Later that morning after leaving Meat Cove 
we pulled to the side of a back road because Glen 
HAD to “see a man about a dog.” Upon remounting 
his trusty Wee-Strom he reported that it would not 
start. “It must be my air filter!” says Glen. “No, it’s 
not going to be your air filter,” I reply. “I must be out 
of fuel!” he exclaims. “No, you’re not out of fuel” I 
add. On closer inspection I noticed it simply would 
not crank. Included in the tools I brought “just in 
case” was a set of jumper cables which we used to get 
the old girl started. We would be at my sister’s later in 
the day where we would have a better place to diag-
nose the root cause than on the narrow edge of a back 
road. 
      
   Whenever possible he simply left it running, but 
they kind of frown on that when re-fueling so on oc-
casion he had to shut it off. We developed a routine of 
push starting it in those incidences, but there was a 
steep learning curve to get the routine down pat. I’m 
sure we provided great entertainment for the guy at 
that 1st fuel station when we pushed the might Wee-
Strom back and forth across the lot a couple of times. 
With all my gear on, less helmet, I’m pushing, Glen’s 
on the bike, pops the clutch which proceeded to skid 
the rear wheel. After the 3rd time we’re getting winded 
   Continued on page 16... 
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Glen & Chris’ Most Excellent Adventure Ride By Chris Barritt 

from the effort and laughing so hard 
when Glen yells “Stop! You’re the 
one that had open-heart surgery! 
You should be on the bike and I 
should be pushing!” “Quit screwing 
around and get the *#+*’n bike 
started!” I hissed. Once at my sis-
ter’s we found that due to Glen’s 
“unique” wiring techniques he had 
managed to pull the connector off of 
the clutch lever switch. 
 
   We had a lovely visit with my sis-
ter and took advantage of a lay over 
day to do some much needed laun-
dry and tour a little of Halifax...in 
the rain. The rest of our trip home 
went without incident and included 
a stop at my brother’s in Burlington, 
Vermont for another night in a real 
bed, a wonderful meal, free beer and 
great company. Our last evening on 
the road we chose to stop early fit-
tingly at World’s End State Park in 
Pennsylvania. 
 
   I had joked before the trip, often 
using the phrase “If we’re still talk-
ing to one another at this point…”, 
but this never was a concern. De-
spite never having ridden more than 
an overnighter together, Glen and I 
never once crossed words. We might 
not have agreed on every detail, but 
we learned when to yield to the 
other person. We both had/have our 
weaknesses, but our strengths over-
lapped to cover the few that existed. 
I believe, no, I know, Glen and I be-
came closer friends while on our 
“Adventure” because along the way 
we discussed about every topic un-
der the sun via our intercom. Life, 
religion, family, careers, politics, 
you name it, I’m sure we covered it. 
 
   Throughout our journey we met 
some of the nicest people. Everyone 
in the Canadian Maritimes were 

http://www.webbikeworld.com/
motorcycle-tools/stubby-tire-tools/ 
 
http://www.webbikeworld.com/
Motorcycle-tires/continental-tkc-
80/ 
 
http://www.webbikeworld.com/
motorcycle-intercoms/sena-smh10-
intercom/sena-smh-10-owner-
report.htm 
 
Other pics from the ride…. 

very polite (except for the drunks in 
next campsite, but that’s another 
story) and eager to help in any way 
they could. Weather-wise we couldn’t 
have asked for better! Despite having 
met other riders that reported having 
experienced heavy rains the previous 
few days, we rode only a half day in 
rain while in New Brunswick and it 
rained the night we camped in Maine, 
conveniently stopping at dawn. 
Temps were on the cool side for most 
of the trip with it getting into the 80’s 
on only a few occasions and we were 
told by other campers that we had 
missed the worst of the black flies by 
only a week. After reading other ride 
reports on ADVrider.com it looks like 
we hit the best week weather-wise for 
almost the entire summer to ride the 
TLH. All in all, the trip was a rousing 
success and Glen is already planning 
our next “adventure,” with fervor, to 
ride part of the Trans-America Trail 
next summer. 
 
   Oh yeah, after traveling 5,000 
miles without mishap while pulling 
my GS into the garage I managed to 
hook the right side case of the GS on 
the left side case of my LT, pushing it 
forward off the center stand causing it 
to topple over against the wall and 
chimney. It took three of us to right it 
because we were laughing so hard. 
An appropriate ending I’d say. 
 
   I know this ride report’s a bit long, 
but there are so many other side sto-
ries (the overflowing coffee machine, 
the snoring, the intercom issues, etc.) 
I didn’t include. If I had, this article 
would have ended up twice as long as 
it did and I guess some of it, you just 
had to be there to appreciate. 
 
If you’re interested in reading some 
product reports relevant to the TLH 
please go to; 
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A Little Robert Frost By Maria Vandergucht 

The Road Not Taken 

Two roads diverged in a yellow wood, 
And sorry I could not travel both 
And be one traveler, long I stood  
And looked down one as far as I could 
To where it bent in the undergrowth; 
 
Then took the other, as just as fair 
And having perhaps the better claim, 
Because it was grassy and wanted wear; 
Though as for that, the passing there 
Had worn them really about the same,  
 
And both that morning equally lay 
In leaves no step had trodden black 
Oh, I kept the first for another day! 
Yet knowing how way leads on to way, 
I doubted if I should ever come back.  
 
I shall be telling this with a sigh 
Somewhere ages and ages hence: 

two roads diverged in a wood, and I --  
I took the one less traveled by, 
And that has made all the difference.  

  Robert Frost 
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Battley Cycles - 7830 Airpark Rd., Gaithersburg, MD.  
20879. 301-948-4581. From I-270 take Shady Grove Rd.  
East. At Muncaster Mill Rd., Shady Grove Rd. becomes 
Airpark Rd. Go straight another 2.1 miles. Battley's is on 
the left.  N39° 10.2290' / W77° 9.5783'. 
 
Bob’s BMW - 10720 Guilford Rd., Jessup, MD.  20794. 
301-497-8949. From I-95 take Exit 38-A East. Go about 
one mile and exit onto U.S. 1 North. Go to the first traffic 
light and turn right onto Guilford Rd. Bob's is less than 
one mile on the right.  N39° 7.4678' / W76° 47.2914'. 
 
Camp West-Mar - from U.S. Rt. 15 N. of Frederick, 
MD., take Md. Rt. 77 West. Follow it West for 7 mi. and 
turn left onto Brown Rd. Proceed about 0.4 mile, and turn 
left into Camp West-Mar at the sign.  N39° 38.0863’ / 
W77°  31.3955’. 
 
Cozy Restaurant - 103 Frederick Rd., Thurmont, MD.  
21788.  (301) 271-7373.  Go N. on I-270 to Frederick, 
MD., continue N. on U.S. 15. Take the Md. Rt. 806 exit. 
Turn right at stop sign, then left at traffic light to head N. 
on Rt. 806 (Frederick Rd.). The restaurant is 1/4 mile on 
your left.  If you miss the Rt. 806 exit, take the Md. Rt. 77 
exit, take a left onto Md. Rt. 77, go past Altamont and 
Howard, and take a right at the light at Water to go S. on 
Md. Rt. 806 to the restaurant, which will be on your right.  
N39° 37.1087’ / W. 77°  24.9358’. 
 
Khanh’s EUBMW - 3025 Colvin St., Alexandria, VA.  
22314. 571-294-2386 . From I-395, take Duke Street East 
to a right turn at Roth St. Make another right onto Colvin 
St. Lap's is a few doors down. From Old Town 
Alexandria, take Duke St. West to a left on Roth, then 
same as above.  N38° 48.4114' / W77° 4.9134'. 
 

Maryland State Fairgrounds 
I-95 North towards Baltimore, I-695 West (Exit 49B) on 
the left towards Towson, I-83 North (Exit 24) to Padonia 
Road (Exit 17), East on Padonia Road to York Road, 
right onto York Road, heading South.  The fairgrounds is 
a few blocks down on the right.  N39° 27.4806' / W76° 
38.0314'. 
 
Morton's BMW - 5099A Jefferson Davis Hwy., 
Fredericksburg, VA.  22408. 540-891-9844. From I-95 
South, take exit 126 to a traffic light at U.S. 1. Turn left 
(N.) on U.S. 1, go one mile to the light at Courthouse Rd./
Rt. 208. Make a left onto Courthouse Rd., then right at 
the next light into the parking lot at Morton’s.  N38° 
15.2456' / W77° 30.0725'. 
 
Speed’s Cycle - 5820 Washington Blvd., Elkridge, MD.  
21075. 410-379-0106. Take I-95 North to Route 100 East. 
Take first exit to Route 1 North. Go about 3 miles. 
Speed’s is on the left just before Levering Ave.  N39° 
12.9713' / W76° 42.6646'. 
 
Brown’s V-Twin Cycle Repair– 75 Aileron Court, Suite 
#8 Westminster, MD 21157. 410-386-0177 (10am-6pm) 
Ed Phelps. 
 
Beemers Uber Alles—9248 Mike Garcia Dr.Mannassas, 
Va 20109 (571) 318-2472. 
george@beemersuberalles.com 
 

DIRECTIONS AND COORDINATES 

Meet Our New Government Affairs Chairman And Sales Chairman 

Please welcome Ed Stiley of Capital Cycle as the clubs new Government Affairs 
Chairman. He is a new club member as well so please make him feel welcome. Also, 
please check out the Government Affairs section on the club website forums for info 
about legislation affecting motorcyclists. 

Also Welcome Brian Conrad as the clubs new sales chairman. Need any club mer-
chandise or t-shirts, Brian is who to see. 

 
Welcome aboard and thank you for volunteering!! 
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BMWBMW breakfast rides are informal 
gatherings of members who meet for 
breakfast and ride afterward. Not all 
members participate in the after-breakfast 
rides, and many members like to show up 
solely for the breakfast. Interested? Show 
up early, look for tables with motorcycle 
helmets, and don't be shy about introducing 
yourself! If you'd like more information, or 
to volunteer to lead a ride one weekend, 
call the rides chairman. 

Note: Schedules for breakfast rides 
are not fixed in stone nor will a ride 
take place if there is a club meeting or 
other major event scheduled on that 
day. Consult the message boards for 
late breaking changes or 
announcements.  
http://www.bmwbmw.org/forums/ 
 
Baltimore Breakfast Ride 
1st Sunday, 8 a.m. 
 
Golden Corral, 7908 Rossville Blvd. 
Balto, Md 21236. To have a reminder email 
come to you the week before the breakfast, 
send your email address to: 
jpellenbarg@juno.com or call Jim at 410-
256-0970.  
 
Maryland Breakfast Ride 
3rd Sunday, 10 a.m. 
 
The Cozy Restaurant, 103 Frederick 
Road, Thurmont, MD 21788. 301-271-
7373. Directions: Take I-270 north to 
Frederick, MD and continue north on U.S. 
15. Take the first Thurmont exit. Turn right 
at stop sign, then left at traffic light. The 
restaurant is 1/4 mile on your left.  

 
Virginia Breakfast Ride 
4th Sunday, 9 a.m. 
NEW LOCATION!! 
Chuckwagon of Nokesville, 12846-A 
Fitzwater Dr. Nokesville, VA 20181.  (703)
594-0205. Town And Country has closed 
so we are trying this new place to see how 
it goes. 

Rides-To-Eat 
Rides to Eat’s (RTE) are informal gatherings of BMWBMW members 

who meet for dinner. These gatherings are regularly scheduled for the first 
and third week of each month and are always planned and announced on the 
club’s web message board.  

Typically, the Virginia RTE is the first Wednesday 
and the Maryland RTE is the third Tuesday. The 
restaurant is always different and the dates occasionally 
change. Additionally, impromptu ride-to-eats are always 
popping up. Interested? 

Check out the message boards Events section and look 
for Ride-To-Eat or RTE. www.bmwbmw.org/forums 

 
**Unless otherwise stated, BoD meetings are at 10am, general meeting at 11am*** 
 
December 11, 2011 BMWBMW Membership Meeting Battley Cycles,  
 Gaithersburg, MD. 
January 14, 2011 BMWBMW Holiday Party Golden Bull Restaurant, 7 Dalamar 
 St. Gaithersburg, MD. 20877. Cocktails start at 6pm, dinner at   
 7pm. 

CLUB TECH DAYS 
Go to www.bmwbmw.org/node/18 or under the Tech section in the forums for  

updated tech day info. 
 

     December 11, 2011 Battley Cycles 7830 Airpark Road  Gaithersburg, MD 20879  
 Following the membership meeting. 

 
If you want to host a tech day, email Greg at Tech@bmwbmw.org. 

2011 CALENDAR OF CLUB EVENTS BREAKFAST RIDES 
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Motorcycles 
(Year, Model, Mileage) 

#1 ________________________  
#2 ________________________  
#3 ________________________  
Total BMW miles ridden: _______  

Referred to BMWBMW by: 
__________________________  

Name _________________________________________________  
Associate ______________________________________________  
Street _________________________________________________  
City, State, ZIP__________________________________________  
Occupation ____________________________________________  
Phone Home (____) __________  Work (____) ___________ 
E-mail: ________________________(required for eBTS notification) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 I’d be willing to help with the 

following areas or committees: 
 
___Government affairs ___Rally 
___Membership ___Rides 
___Newsletter ___Safety 
___Sales ___Technical 
___Meetings & events ___Internet 

BMW BIKERS OF METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL FORM 

SIGN UP/RENEW ONLINE WITH PAYPAL AT WWW.BMWBMW.ORG 
Please check the appropriate box 

___New Member       ___Renewal       ___Change of Address 
___Email me the club newsletter (Please provide email address below) ___Mail me the newsletter 

MEMBERSHIP DUES 
 Regular Member $20.00/year 
 Associate Member $7.50/year 
Dues may be paid for 1, 2, or 3 years. Associate members must reside at the same address as the regular 

member. Associate members receive membership card, pin, and decal and have voting privileges if age 16 or 
over, but do not receive separate newsletters or other mailings. 

Make check payable to BMWBMW and send it with this form to: 
Paul Brown  P.O. Box 101115 Arlington, VA 22210 

Membership dues are not refundable. 
 

Between the Spokes 
Membership 
c/o Paul Brown 
P.O. Box 101115  
Arlington, VA 22210 

FIRST CLASS  

BMW MOA :___________ 
BMW RA #:  ___________ 
AMA #: _______________ 

Age group: 
___16-25          ___46-55 
___26-35          ___56+ 
___36-45 


