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Club picnic - Sunday 9 September
Your Board of Directors invites you to join us at the
2012 BMWBMW Picnic on Sunday 9 September at Patapsco Valley State Park near Ellicott City, MD.
The site is Pavilion #300 in the Hollofield area of
PVSP. The pavilion is covered with an open patio that
overlooks the park’s valley area. The park is right off
US 40, convenient to Interstates 70 and 95, as well as
MD 295, US 29 and US 1.
The picnic is family-friendly and sure to be fun –
we have access to hiking trails, a playground and ball
fields. Bring your equipment if you want to start or
join a pickup game. The park also has a campground
if you’re interested in making a weekend or overnight
trip of it. We’ll also have some games for the kids (and
young at heart).

Our very own prior president Tina Fraembs scoped
out an area BBQ shop with her assistant Arwyn (daughter of BTS Editor Wes Fleming), sampling main and
side dishes. They made great suggestions on what to
feed the hungry masses. We’re still finalizing some details, but the menu will include pulled pork, veggie options, side dishes and salads, iced tea, lemonade and
dessert.
We expect to keep the cost at or below $15 for
adults, with a reduced cost for kids 12 and under. We
will have final details at the July and August meetings,
as well as on the forums and in the August BTS.
This event will REQUIRE pre-registration and
will be held rain or shine. We hope you can join
us!

BMWBMW welcomes Frontline Eurosports to Virginia
While it might not exactly be considered a local
dealer, Frontline Eurosports is Virginia’s newest BMW
dealership. Located just west of Roanoke in Salem,
Frontline is less than 250 miles from Washington, DC
and is an easy ride down I-81.
According to their website, Frontline stocks all the
current BMW models as well as Triumph motorcycles
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and Ural sidecar rigs.
Even though we missed out on their open house in
late June, give them a call at 540.387.9780, check
them out in person by riding to their showroom at 1003
Electric Road in Salem, point your web browser
to www.frontlineeurosports.com or look them up
on Facebook.
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Thanks for your help at the Square Route Rally
By Scott Keimig, Vice President and Rally Chair
We’d like to thank everybody that volunteered their
time and effort up front to make the rally a success.
The rally chair expresses his profound appreciation to
the members of the rally committee and their staffs.
First up are Cindy and Mike Seay who, along with
their son, were responsible for procuring and transporting a trailer packed to the gunwales with items indispensable for conducting a rally. They also recruited
volunteers to help the Tiki Hut satisfy the libation requests of our thirsty
campers. If you enjoyed the hefeweizen or wine available
for the first time at
our rally, your pleasure is directly due
to their planning and
work.
Kermit
Jackson
was our Registration
Chair. Although registration may appear
to be a seamless
route for official entry into our WestMar
activities, this ease
is only due to the
extensive
up-front
work conducted by
Kermit and his staff
of volunteers.
Rest assured that
many more hours of
hidden work are involved than the already considerable
number sitting at the
registration table. A
number of new procedures were implemented in 2012
to expedite the registration process and analyze data
to determine rider achievement awards.
Jody Douglas staffed the sales desk for Brian Conrad, who was tending to family obligations over the
rally weekend. Brian handled a number of up-front obligations and was instrumental in assembling ample
door prizes such that about half of the attendees had
to make room during their load-out to carry a prize
home. John Douglas was at WestMar from the beginning, jumping in to assist anybody, anytime in jobs
ranging from erecting directional signs to assembling
registration packages and lots in between.
Rick Przybylski continued with his remarkable streak
of enabling attendees’ sartorial excellence by adding
yet another year of procuring rally t-shirts & commemorative pins on short notice.
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Cheree Craze organized a fantastic suite of tech
sessions that will be of great use to riders seeking to
better understand the function and operation of their
bikes, be it general maintenance procedures, tweaking
the suspension, improving conspicuity or preparing for
a track day. In addition Cheree designed the rally logo
by taking the Rally Viking’s vague instructions of “include a bike, road, fence and cannon” and coming up
with a cool rendition of exactly that.
Ron Plichta and
Henry
Winokur
shared
the
rally
treasury duties making sure monies received went to pay
our bills and surplus
went into the club’s
bank account.
As we have increased the number of guided rides,
all departing over
a short time-span,
it became apparent
that we needed a
person to coordinate
the queues of bikes
to ensure that a rider intending to travel
asphalt to the Antietam Battleground or
Bob’s BMW didn’t
end up by mistake
in a stream-crossing
with one of the GS
rides. Avner Skolnik
fulfilled his duties as
our first “bike herder” in an admirable fashion. The popularity of GSing
has become so widespread in recent years that we
doubled our offerings this year: GS ride leaders were
Gary Houseknecht and Dawn and Paul Miller. We also
had two GT rides; the ride to Bob’s BMW Bike Museum
was led by dealership owner and past club president
Bob Henig while Dennis Szelestey developed and led
the ride to Antietam Battlefield in Sharpsburg.
I don’t know how he does it, but George Van Mater
was able to recruit a staff to take time from their busy
day and show up on Thursday to prepare the site prior
to official opening. A lot of the work that you might
believe provided by WestMar staff, in actuality, is completed by George and his volunteers.
Chaz Fisher, Nancy Oswald, Bill Shaw and Elsie
Smith formed our panel of long distance riders to address attendee questions relevant to riding long disBTS 07.12

tances whether over short or long periods of time.
Countless unnamed attendees through the course of
the rally pitched in and helped the committee chairs in
capacities ranging from hauling tables and chairs, slipping wooden boards under side stands in pouring rain,
policing the field, disassembling canopies and more.
Their Samaritan efforts are commendable and anonymously noted.
Our president, Maria, did so many things prior to,
during and after the rally that simply listing them
would fill the magazine from front to back. Suffice it
to say that her gentle guidance helped the Rally Viking
retain the residual components of his sanity.

Thanks to our Dealers and Local Shops

It’s incomprehensible to imagine the rally having
much success absent the support of our local network
of BMW dealers and independent shops and service
providers. Battley Cycles contributed a $500 gift certificate and free towing services for breakdowns; Bob’s
BMW contributed door prizes, extensive rally advertisement, Bob’s personal guided rides/tours of Bob’s
Bike Museum and an in-store seminar on protective
gear; Morton’s BMW provided a grand prize of a set of
bike tires, rally advertisement and owner Jeff Massey
and his son-in-law Steve provided after-dinner entertainment on touring South America. Our local independent shops and service providers also provided
valuable rally support. Beemers Über Alles provided
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a grand prize $200 gift certificate and owner George
Mangicaro gave an enlightening tech session on the
care and feeding of Beemers. Capital Cycles surprised
us at the rally opening with a grand prize of a nice
vented riding jacket. Chuck Banks at Motorcycle Center of Maryland discussed prepping a bike for track
days and what to expect of a track day event. Jerry
from Skene Designs provided his popular tech discussion of enhancing conspicuity and safety and backed
up his theories by contributing a grand prize of Skene
Products P3 LED riding lights. Tracy Martin of Total
Control Maryland provided a grand prize gift certificate
valued at $350 for a free Level I or Level II Advanced
Riding Clinic. At the rally, Tracy gave an illuminating
discussion of suspension tuning concepts targeted at
Beemers and followed this with a hands-on session on
suspension tuning where all comers had their suspension sag checked and tweaks suggested.
Last month we thanked our extensive list of prize
contributors. Since the publication date of that June issue we received additional prizes. Our mother ships of
BMW MOA and BMW RA contributed a fine collection of
embroidered caps, logo shirts and membership swag.
Billy Rutherford of American Integrated Training Systems provided 150 LED flashlights as gifts to attendees
and sales chair Brian Conrad provided 300 drink cozies
as gifts.
If we’ve left you off the list, please accept our
sincere apologies as well as our thanks.
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Turning the corner
By Maria Vandergucht, BMWBMW President
It’s hard to believe we’re halfway through 2012 and
this seems like a great time to highlight both recent
and upcoming events.
The goal of the Square Route Rally has never been
to make a ton of money for the club, but you may
recall that the 2011 rally cost the club about $2,300
after expenses. Many of us were concerned and the
Board took several steps to limit our financial risk for
2012. We reviewed our pricing compared to other rallies and slightly increased the cost to attendees, we
created an incentive to pre-register and increased preregistration by 50%, we planned ahead to avoid lastminute and higher cost purchases for the rally and we
generally watched our expenses carefully. As a result,
we lowered our loss on the rally to just under $1,000,
less than half of last year’s! A big THANK YOU to club
treasurer Henry Winokur, VP Scott Keimig and all the
rally chairs for being frugal and making great suggestions to save money.
It’s been six months since your BoD started working
together as a team and our newcomers are making
big contributions! Karen Ager has overseen restock of
membership materials (including use of the new logo)
and has expedited new and renewing memberships.
Wes Fleming has impressed us all with the look of BTS
and its articles; I believe we indeed have THE premier
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club newletter! Finally, Henry coordinated an effort to
collect past due funds from advertisers and updated
the billing process. Henry also volunteered to check
all the rally self-guided routes to confirm and provide
updated routing information. It was a tough job, but
he took one for the team.
In his first turn as VP, Scott did a GREAT job on
the rally. He added popular ride options (Antietam,
mini-GS) and recruited a great group to help pull it all
together. See his separate article with kudos for his
team. As you will read, it does indeed take a village to
make the rally a success - including Ron Plichta pinchhitting for Henry with onsite money duties.
I tell you all this not to pat us on the back, but to
highlight the folks who have donated time to your club
to make it successful. Their contributions to the club
began in small ways before making the commitment to
be on the Board. Be sure to thank them next time you
see them.
On another note, check out the information about
the club picnic in this issue with updates on the forum.
We hope you and your family join us on September 9th
for great food and some fun and games. Between now
and then we have monthly breakfasts in Maryland and
Virginia, planned and impromptu rides to eat (RTEs)
and trips to other club and national rallies. Check out
the club website for the latest and greatest.
There are so many things to do as the summer
season picks up - I look forward to seeing you on
the road. In the meantime, be safe out there.
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Between the gutters
By Wes Fleming, BTS Editor

There’s a Styx song on their “Paradise Theater” album that I’ve thought about a lot over the last week.
The relevant lyrics are “Nothing ever goes as planned
// It’s a hell of a notion … You’re so together and you
act so civilized // But every time that things go wrong,
you’re still surprised.”
I embark on an epic journey about once every ten
years. So far I’m one-for-three, with my two most recent expeditions ending with my bike thousands of
miles away and me riding home on a plane or train.
This time out, however, I had a new variable added to the mix – my 10-year old daughter. We spent
months thinking, talking and planning our Grand Canyon adventure. We knew where we were going, when
we were going to be there, how many miles we needed
to do each day and where we were going to stay each
night.
I couldn’t have known during our first night away
from home, as my daughter tossed and turned in the
top bunk, that her building stomach issue would require a visit to the Parker (CO) Adventist Children’s
Hospital four days later or that the day after that, I’d
be establishing her as an unaccompanied minor on a
Frontier Airlines flight home from Denver.
We talked about it and decided it was all part of the
adventure. She insisted I carry on to the RA Grand

National Rally in Copper Mountain, near Vail, and I did.
The fun was gone from the journey, though, and any
joy in the trip quickly drained that Saturday morning
when the charging system on my K1200RS started
freaking out.
The ride from Copper Mountain to Lakewood, CO is
only about 60 miles - a mountainous and curvy but
very direct shot north by east on I-70. Knowing my
electrical system was in distress and with no functioning gauges or lights - other than the headlight - I was
very tense. The adrenaline helped me deal with the
chill in the air.
Luckily my bike held on and I was able to make it
to Foothills BMW Triumph. The service writer there ran
some preliminary tests, just enough to determine that
the battery wasn’t malfunctioning. Even though a tech
was able to hook my bike up to the BMW diagnostic
computer, unfortunately they were not able to definitively determine what was wrong with my thereunto
trusty sidecar rig.
My summer adventure ended after a flight home of
my own and a subsequent day filled with calls to shipping companies, trying to find our rig a ride home.
I suppose I shouldn’t be surprised, but it’s hard not
to be disappointed when the adventure that was so
well planned ended with the ignominy of carrying my
helmet through Dulles International Airport. I keep reminding myself and my daughter that the most
important aspect of any adventure is that you
get home in one piece.

During a break in the tech seminars at the Square Route Rally, George Mangicaro of Beemers Uber Alles (at right)
talks to club member Bruce Watkins, Sr. about his recently acquired, ex-Maryland State Police R1150RT-P.
Photo by Chase Hinderstein.
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Long distance touring tips
First in an ongoing series

By Bill Shaw

Before undertaking my first transcontinental trip
many years ago, I did some research and decided to
ask a close friend for his advice. I knew that his years of
globetrotting experience would help me properly prepare for my upcoming sojourn. Our initial discussion
centered on my route. Since I was heading to Seattle,
my friend wisely pointed out that I would be riding into
the afternoon sun every day. He recommended that
unless I wanted my face to look like a boiled lobster,
I should use liberal amounts of sunscreen and even
consider buying a tinted visor. In addition to protecting
my face from UV rays, the tinting would also shade my
face from the sun.
The next bit of advice proved to be most insightful
since I would be staying in motels. My friend suggested finding a hotel before sunset, and preferably one
that does not advertise hourly rates or have a sign in
the lobby that says “No Refunds.” Even though I would
be traveling in late August when there are fewer cars
on the road because kids are back in school, he reminded me that as soon as the sun goes down, people
are attracted to the closest hotel/motel like Dracula to
a blood bank. Truer words were never spoken. By the
time I had finished taking a shower, the parking lot
was always full. He also advised the closer it got to the
weekend, the closer I should be to a city since more
people would be hitting the roads and the likelihood of
finding a vacancy would be greater.
Interestingly, we did not discuss one of the touring
motorcyclist’s most resolute and unyielding credos –
never, ever take any new or untested equipment on a
trip. After all, with 25 years of riding under my seat, I
was already well aware of this doctrine and of its importance, and my friend knew it. That didn’t stop me
from leaving on a 6,000-mile trip with a motorcycle
that only had 3,500 miles, a relatively new helmet,
new pair of boots and a new Aerostich Roadcrafter suit
with all the confidence of Napoleon entering Waterloo.
My boots ended up chafing my shins beginning on the
second day of a two-week trip. The speakers in the
helmet quit working near Alamosa, Colorado. An electrical gremlin finally killed the bike outside the east
entrance to the tunnel in Zion National Park. The Roadcrafter was the only new piece of gear that worked
correctly the entire trip.
Notwithstanding the aforementioned problems, my
first serious introduction into long distance riding was
a success due largely to the advice I received. I was
able to overcome several obstacles, I never got
sunburned, and I always found a hotel when I
needed one.

8

Bill Shaw is the Editor-in-Chief of the Iron Butt Magazine and has been a BMWBMW
member since 1994. He has also served BMWBMW as its President, VP, Secretary
and Rally Chairman on two occasions. (For more safety-related articles like this, I’d
suggest subscribing to the IBA magazine – it’s only $20 a year and you don’t need to
be a member of the Iron Butt Association to subscribe! --Ed.)

BTS 07.12

Attendees, motorcycles, tents and cabins at Camp WestMar during the Square Route Rally. Photo by Phil Ager.

BMW R 1200 GS

STIMULATE YOUR ECONOMY!
Sell your used bike now.
Call Bernie at 240-399-5036 to
find out what it’s worth!
Sun. June 10, the COPS Ride departs at 11am. Arrive early to
register and eat doughnuts.

A Cornerstone of the Motorcycling Community since 1986

7830 Airpark Rd., Gaithersburg, MD 240-399-5033

Sat. June 23 11am – 3pm is Dog Day at Battley Cycles. Mont.
Co. Humane Society will have a pets available for adoption. Come see
the puppies!

Tue – Fri 10 –7 | Sat 9 – 5 | Sun. 11 – 4

Sat. June 30 11am – 3pm Italian Motorsport Day at Battley.
Cars and bikes, Italian food and music. Mamma Mia!

© 2012 Battley Cycles, BTS07/12.

Join our email club at www.battley.com for the latest news and events!
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Tue. July 3 Dealer Dinner Ride open to all brands will depart at
7pm from Battley’s. We take back roads and enjoy the full moon, stop
for dinner and wind our way back.
Sat. July 21 10am The Carnival of HOGs. Our HOG chapter’s
annual charity event and ride.
Thurs. Aug 2 Dealer Dinner Ride open to all brands will depart
at 7pm from Battley’s. We take back roads and enjoy the full moon,
stop for dinner and wind our way back.
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Mud to Glory
The Square Route Rally’s short GS ride
Article and photos by Dan Muir

It must have been the smile on ride leader Paul Miller’s face as he described Saturday’s shorter GS ride
that got me. “It’s about 50% paved,” he said, “and
50% gravel. We’ll see beautiful vistas, with some
twisty roads of both surfaces. You all will love it! Lunch
is at a lovely place named the Mountaindale General
Store. Umm, there are about 150 yards of muddy
road and a creek crossing, but we’ll help everybody
through that, no problems. It’s only about 65 miles
and we’ll be back in time for the seminars that start at
1 pm this afternoon. Oh, also, you might want to rotate your handlebars up to make standing on the pegs
more comfortable.”
Perhaps the Cheshire grin from Paul’s lovely wife
Dawn should have tipped us off the day was going to
be both fun and challenging.
Fifteen excited GS riders followed Paul and Dawn
out of Camp WestMar a few minutes after 10 am. After
the previous evening’s rainy deluge, the bright blue
skies and warm morning sun were welcome indeed.
My R1150GS, affectionately dubbed “Brunhilda,”
seemed pleased to be underway without panniers. “Oh
my,” she whispered under her breath, “it’s so nice to
be light again.” I didn’t have the heart to tell the poor
dear that she was still the second heaviest bike on the
ride!
Winding our way northwest on what Paul and Dawn
designed as a figure eight loop through the mountains of western Maryland, we loped past houses and
fields and eased through dark and lovely green forests of dappled morning sunlight as we entered Catoctin Mountain Park from the north, re-crossing highway 77 just a few miles east of the rally site. Some of
the group’s riders were fairly experienced, but most
were relatively new to off-pavement riding. Paul set
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the pace in front and did a marvelous job of ensuring
the group stayed together. It was wonderful to ride
in a large group and still be able to look at the scenery. He displayed commendable leadership by having
the least experienced riders right behind him and the
more experienced farther back, an ingenious tactic
that avoided the “accordion effect” seen on too many
rides where the newer riders at the back of the pack
were forced to ride at insane speeds to keep up with
their group. Co-leader Dawn brought up the rear, ensuring that no one was left behind.
I think the General Store was unprepared for 17
hungry adventure riders, but eventually we all got
lunch and were inspired to line up for a group photo.
I suspect that most of us were more inspired by the
thought of the photo than of the lunch, but in truth the
cook did his best.
Then it was time for Paul to psych us up for the afternoon loop. He explained, “Hawbottom Road is no
longer maintained and probably hasn’t been for 50
years or so.” “Gulp,” I thought nervously. Paul continued, “There’s a series of mud puddles and we’ll either
have to move a log or go around one place. Plus the
creek crossing later looks a bit deeper after the rain
last night.”
“Double gulp,” said Brunhilda. “I’m glad you put the
knobbies back on me, even if they are almost worn
out, you cheapskate.”
“I’m glad too, Brunie. I just hope I don’t drop you.”
I whined.
“Oh come on,” she said, more confidently now,
“you’ve taken the training, you’ve ridden me a bunch,
you’ve taken the XR in worse places. I think we’ll be
fine.”
Mud to Glory, continued on page 13
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At left, a rider braves the river of mud in the
middle of the road; below, Dawn Miller exits the
river. At bottom, a rider fords Fisher Creek.
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At right, Dawn and Paul Miller express their collective pleasure
at having survived the day, which included everybody crossing
“Mud Lake,” below. At bottom, the entire complement of the
Mini GS Ride poses outside their lunch stop.
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Mud to Glory, continued from page 10

Off the group went with Brunhilda and I toward the
back again. We enjoyed the early afternoon in the
forest, riding along rushing creeks, gravel crunching
contentedly beneath our tires. A short stretch along
the National Pike followed, and then a right turn onto
Hawbottom.
We eased past some houses, past the “County Maintenance Ends” sign and into the forest again. Then the
group stopped to check out the “150 yards of mud
puddles.” “More like a quarter mile of mud lakes,” I
thought.
We moved the log and waded into the first and biggest “lake.” To the left, it was deeper than my ancient
second-hand motocross boot tops and muddy, but to
the right, the bottom was pretty solid, and maybe only
a foot or so deep - mostly. Beyond were several shallower puddles, some soft mud but also some firmer
ground. Fresh water ran down 50 feet or so of the road
as it climbed the next gentle hill, but under the water
the rocks promised good traction. Paul rode through
with no issues. No surprise there - he’s the leader and
rode this just the day before, right before the deluge.
My turn now, clutch out, on the gas, one finger on
the front brake, two fingers on the clutch, balance
on the pegs, look up, look up . . . Brunhilda surged
through the mud lake, splashed through the puddles,
charged up the creek on the road with no issues and
no problems. Ah, success, and relief!

A BMW Bike’s Best Friend:

Skilled Routine Inspection
and Maintenance
If you need a tune-up, Khanh’s
EUBMW Repair Shop will do the
needed work and check out your
bike’s whole system to spot
problems before they happen.

“Good girl!” I congratulated Brunie.
“Aw, it was nothing.” she replied modestly.
The group had some mild casualties here, one turn
signal discovered it couldn’t bear the weight of the
entire bike, another bike went into the woods with a
broken front fender and tweaked luggage rack, a third
took a mud nap in the road on a particularly greasy
spot, but nobody got hurt and no serious damage resulted.
On we went, then, out the north end of Hawbottom, onto more pavement and gravel, then the creek
crossing. On Delauter Road where it crosses Fishing
Creek, the county laid a great deal of gravel prior to
Paul and Dawn’s explorations. Unfortunately, the previous night’s deluge carved a channel through the center of the ford. Paul’s bike charged through, the rear
wheel wiggling through the low spots. Some of the
others stalled mid-stream, making it with a helping
hand. Brunhilda’s turn came late, maybe 14th or so,
and a nice pool had been gouged in the gravel. Again
we headed in gently, then I looked up and rolled on the
throttle. She charged through, wiggling her portly rear
in the deeper pool and slamming her skid plate on a
hidden rock - then we were out, cruising easily to meet
the waiting group.
The crossing claimed two bikes for a good bath,
but both started easily afterwards. “Gotta love a good
motorcycle,” I thought to myself, relieved to hear the
throaty purr of their engines.
Twenty more minutes of beautiful gravel and paved
back roads returned us to Camp WestMar; we arrived
about 3:15, well after the last seminar had started.
All of us were tired and we all had been challenged. It
was a great ride, but in hindsight perhaps Hawbottom
and the creek crossing were more challenge than the
description in the rally flyer. I’m certainly glad I did it;
my trusty GS didn’t let me down and took it all in
stride.
Gelände/Straße indeed.

Be ready for the Summer
riding season!

laartist | iStockphoto.com

Khanh’s EUBMW Repair
Shop is at your service in
the Armature Building.
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Khanh’s EUBMW Repair Shop
(in the Armature Building)
3025 Colvin St, Alexandria, VA 22314

Phone: (571) 294-2386

Stop in or call for an appointment.
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Your giant dirt bike
Tech tips from George Mangicaro
If you own a GS and think it is a dirt bike then treat
it like one. Riding over the river and through the woods
to GS bliss you go is only half of dirt biking. The other
half is non-stop and extensive maintenance.
The most needy and often neglected part of some
GSs is the chain. Chains are the most common way to
transfer power from the engine
to the rear wheel of a motorcycle. However for those of you
who are long term Beemerphiles, motorcycle chains and chain
maintenance are quite foreign.
The question of how often
to lube and adjust your chain
eludes a truly straight answer.
Like tire pressures, chain tension
should be checked before every
ride and adjusted when out of
spec. The chain should be lubed
on an as-needed basis. Determining when action is needed is
where things get tricky.
Checking the chain’s tension
is easy; for most bikes, just put
the bike on its center stand (if it
has one), put the transmission in
neutral and turn the wheel by hand until the tight spot
is found. Then measure the travel, check the sticker on
the swing arm to find the specs and adjust the chain
to spec. Adjusting the chain will take some practice to
get right; keep in mind it is important to make sure the
wheels are properly lined up with each other. Knowing
when and how much lube to apply is much more art
than science. If your chain is rusty, you have not lubed
enough; if your leg and back are covered in chain lube,
then you have over lubed. Basic intervals can be found
in your owners’ manual.
Now on to the not-so-obvious maintenance items.
These should be done after every water crossing and
no, I am not joking.
Check and lube all the brake caliper pins. The rear
caliper has pistons only on one side. The caliper slides
back and forth on two pins as you apply and release
the brakes. If water finds its way to these pins, they
will begin to rust, causing the caliper to drag. It is not
uncommon to see pins rusted to the point where the
caliper will not move at all. A stuck caliper will cause
unnatural stress on the mounting components and this
stress can easily be enough to snap cast aluminum
and bend steel.
Both wheels should be removed to inspect the bearings and to ensure no water is trapped in the hub.
BMW now uses sealed wheel bearings. This is a mixed
blessing as they do not require regular repacking,
but if water gets past the seal is has no way out. The
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bearings should be free from rust and corrosion. With
your finger in the center of the bearing, it should turn
smoothly with minimal effort. They should have no
play in any direction. Don’t forget to check the bearings in the cush drive if you have a chain.
The air filter should be checked and the air box
drained. The opposed twin BMWs
have intake snorkels only a few
inches above the cylinders. This
design is not ideal for water
crossings. The R1200 (K2X) series have the crank case breather
located on the lower left side of
the air box. With a lower breather, any oil that builds up in the
box drains back into the crank
case instead of being burned –
which is a good thing. Unfortunately any water that gets pulled
into the air box will also go into
the crank case – and that’s a bad
thing.
If you just cannot resist riding
through water you should make
one of two modifications to your
motorcycle. Either cover the
snorkel intake with a selectively permeable membrane
or re-route the snorkel. Parallel twins and singles have
intakes closer to the turn signals and due to the higher
location, are less likely to pull in water.
Drain the gas tank. As you ride, fuel is used and this
fuel is replaced by air. If you are in a high moisture environment you will be pulling water into your tank. The
water will collect at the bottom. In small quantities,
the only effect it will have is to cause corrosion inside
the tank. However in larger quantities it can be quite
problematic. Your fuel pump has a “sock” that allows
fuel to pass through but stops water. With a lot of water in the tank, even if the sock is intact the bike will be
starved for fuel – even with a full tank. If the sock has
failed, the water will go through the fuel pump (the
pump will not be happy about that) and be injected
in to the combustion chamber. Water in unregulated
quantities in the combustion chamber will have a decidedly negative effect on engine performance.
Change all your oils, yes even the oil in the forks,
yes even if you have a telelever and the forks “don’t
do anything.” Because the forks aren’t under a lot of
tension, though, this isn’t a particularly difficult maintenance item to undertake. Be sure to check your fork
seals while you’ve got the forks off the bike.
This may all seem a bit over the top, but if you
want you GS to give you years of faithful service,
you must do your part too.
George owns Beemers Uber Alles, an independent BMW shop in Manassas, VA.
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Pictured above are the air intakes for a parallel twin F650GS (left) and an
R1150GS. The top left photo shows the relative position of the intake up quite high, nearly at the level of the turn signal and creatively hidden
behind a hole in the body panel. Conversely, on the 1150 the intake is
only a couple of inches above the left cylinder; while it is tucked behind
lobe of the extra-large Adventure fuel tank, it is so low that water could
easily be splashed or sucked into the air box. Photos by Wes Fleming.

The various GS ride options at the Square
Route Rally proved to be a challenge for many
of the riders - for some, perhaps a little more
than others. This rider got six stitches in his
chin after colliding violently with the top of his
windshield.
Photo by Chase Hinderstein.
Photo on following page by Shannon Krammes.

07.12 BTS

15

Treasurer’s
report
Provided by Henry Winokur, Treasurer

Membership report

Income/Expense Statement for the month
ending 31 May 2012.

Total Membership Counts - May 2012
Members		404
Associates		
58
Total			462

Income
Memberships			
BTS advertising		
SRR registration		
Miscellaneous			

Provided by Karen Ager, Membership Chair

$920.00
1,330.00
1,305.00
(18.00)

Total income			$3,537.00
Expenses
Internet/Domain name
Membership fees		
Office				
Paypal & Postage		
Square Route Rally		

$414.81
149.48
77.70
44.31
$3,281.79

Total expenses		$3,968.09
Net income (loss)			
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($431.09)

Membership Renewal Counts
Members		
8
Associates		
1
Total			
9
New Membership Counts
Members		
Associates		
Total			

8
1
9

Please welcome our newest members:
Bradley Convis of Haymarket, VA
Bill Garcia of Fairfax, VA
Carlos & Priscilla Guzman of Woodbridge, VA
Josh Hauptmann of Alexandria, VA
Michael Madridejos of Alexandria, VA
Owen McDonough of Solomons, MD
Michael Potter of Alexandria, VA
Steve Vineski of McLean, VA
BTS 07.12

Breakfast rides are informal gatherings of members who meet for breakfast and often a ride afterwards. Not all members participate in the
after-meal rides and some like to show up solely for the ride. Interested?
Arrive early, introduce yourself and be ready to have fun. Look for the tables with helmets and jackets piled
on or near them and don’t be shy.
If you’d like more information, or to volunteer to lead a ride one weekend, contact Ed Phelps, the Rides
Committee Chair. You can also find out more by perusing the “Rides to Eat” section of the BMWBMW online
forums.

Breakfast Rides

1st Sunday @ 8 a.m.
BALTIMORE BREAKFAST RIDE
GOLDEN CORRAL, 7908 Rossville Boulevard, Baltimore, MD 21236. To have a reminder e-mail sent to you the
week before the breakfast, send your e-mail address to Jim Pellenbarg - jpellenbarg@juno.com.

3rd Sunday @ 10 a.m.
MD BREAKFAST RIDE
THE COZY RESTAURANT, 103 Frederick Road, Thurmont, MD 21788. Take I-270 N to Frederick, MD and
continue north on US 15. Take the 1st Thurmont exit. Turn RIGHT at the 1st stop sign, then LEFT at the 1st
traffic light. The Cozy is a 1/4-mile up on your left.

4th Sunday @ 9 a.m.
VA BREAKFAST RIDE
CHUCKWAGON, 12846-A Fitzwater Drive, Nokesville, VA 20181. Easily reached via I-66, US 29 and VA
28. From 28, turn S/SE on Fitzwater, then cross the railroad tracks and look to the left. Riders gather in
the back room.

07.12 BTS
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Club events in 2012

In BTS next month

Sunday 8 July - Board of Directors (10 am)
& General Membership Meeting (11 am) at
Beemers Über Alles, 9248 Mike Garcia Drive,
Manassas, VA. Followed by the 2nd Annual
BMWBMW Swap Meet at noon. Bring your
parts and gear to sell or trade.

Did you know there’s an independent BMW
mechanic in Charlottesville? Sure, you’ve seen his
ad in BTS every month, but what do you really
know about Anton Largiader? Find out about his
new location next month.

Saturday 11 August - Board of Directors
(10 am) & General Membership Meeting
(11 am) at Bob’s BMW, 10720 Guilford Road,
Jessup, MD.

If you have an idea for an article for Between the
Spokes, don’t be shy! Send an e-mail to
editor@bmwbmw.org with your idea.

Sunday 9 September - Club picnic at
Patapsco Valley State Park, MD.
Saturday-Sunday 6-7 October - Oktoberfest
at Camp WestMar, Thurmont, MD. Board of
Directors (9.30 am) & General Membership
Meeting (10 am) on Sunday.
Saturday 10 November - Board of Directors
(10 am) & General Membership Meeting
(11 am) at Glory Days, 130 Featherbed Lane,
Winchester, VA.
Sunday 9 December - Board of Directors
(10 am) & General Membership Meeting
(11 am) at Battley Cycles, 7830 Airpark Road,
Gaithersburg, MD. Followed by a Tech Day,
rain or shine, at noon.

Virginia Motorrad

Your article goes here!

Local events
Saturday 7 July, 11:00
Technical apparel seminar at Bob’s BMW
requires RSVP
18-20 July
Morton’s BMW to MOA SaddleSore 1000
requires registration
Sunday, 22 July, 10:00
Dragstrip Day at Crofton (MD) Capitol Raceway
preregister through Battley Cycles
Saturday, 28 July, 11:00
Edelweiss tour seminar at Bob’s BMW
requires RSVP

National events

Attention Maryland residents!

Have you seen the club’s new logo? Pretty snazzy,
huh? How would you like to have that logo on your
motorcycle license plate? Now you can!*
Some members (especially the newer ones) July
not know that BMWBMW has its own organizational license plate through the Maryland Motor Vehicle
Association. With the advent of the new club logo,
MVA has to change their printing system to the new
logo. Before they will do this, we need the names of
25 people committed to purchase the new license
plates. We don’t need money for the plates yet; that
will come after we get the list of 25 names.
Send an email to membership@bmwbmw.org
stating your name and the number on the plate to
be replaced. When we get to 25, MVA will start producing the plates.
For those of you that have the BMWBMW plates
with the old logo, you are certainly welcome to
change to the new logo plate, but it is not required.
You July keep your existing plate.
* Restrictions apply: This is only available to MD
residents at this time and you must be current with
your club dues.
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40th Int’l BMW MOA Rally
19-22 July 2012 - Sedalia, MO
www.bmwmoa.org
ci.sedalia.mo.us

Classified ad
For Sale: BMW Santiago Boots, Euro 39, used; four
years old, still in great shape! Black leather, Gore-Tex
waterproof (still!). Love ‘em, but they’re too small.
$85 including shipping to continental U.S. only, Elsie
Smith,717-650-1209 or elsie.m.smith@comcast.net.
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Swap meet guidelines
Last year’s swap meet was well attended and, by
all accounts, a resounding success. Please join us on
Sunday, 8 July for the 2nd Annual BMWBMW Swap
Meet, which will start at noon, following the General
Membership Meeting being held at 11 a.m. at Beemers Über Alles.

WHAT CAN I BRING?

Anything motorcycle related. Last year we stuck to
just gear, but this year our host has graciously allowed us to include parts and accessories. While it
doesn’t need to be BMW-specific, you’re more likely
to be able to sell or swap your stuff if it appeals to
the BMW crowd. Bring your jackets, pants, gloves,
those crash bars you never installed, auxiliary lights
that were on your last bike, or anything else you
don’t need.

HOW CAN I PREPARE?

The items you want to sell or swap should be as
clean as possible. Make sure all the zippers work and
the pocket flaps close - if they don’t, be prepared to
point these things out to tire kickers.
Do a little research - look at the various online
forums, such as our own at BMWBMW.org or those at

ADV or BMWST. Get an idea for what similar gear to
yours sells for and decide on what you think is a fair
trade value - usually 50-70% of retail price is a good
place to start. Get some of that blue painter’s tape
and label your gear; its “low tack” adhesive is easy to
remove and the non-adhesive side is easy to write on
with a marker.

HOW DOES IT WORK?

It’s pretty simple - show up, display your gear and/
or parts and accessories and start talking to people.
Look at what they have to offer, make an offer and
enjoy an afternoon in the sun chatting with your
friends in the club.
Bring some cash, be ready to wheel and deal and
you’re sure to head home happy.
This event came about because of a club member’s
idea and willingness to organize last year’s event. If
you have an idea for something for the club to do,
even if you’re not willing or able to organize it yourself, please bring it up at a meeting or send an
e-mail to club president Maria Vandergucht at
president@bmwbmw.org.

Membership application/renewal form.
Please circle appropriate selections
NEW MEMBER

Sign up or renew online with PayPal at
www.bmwbmw.org
RENEWAL

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Motorcycles
(year, make, model)

NAME
Associate
STREET
CITY, STATE, ZIP

Referred to BMWBMW by

OCCUPATION
PHONE (c) (h) (w)
E-MAIL
AGE GROUP
16-25			46-55
26-35			56-65
36-45			65+
I’m interested in helping out
with the following committees:
Gov’t Affairs			Rally
Internet			Rides
Meetings & Events		
Safety
Membership			Sales
Newsletter/BTS		Tech
07.12 BTS

BMW MOA #
BTS is primarily delivered
electronically. If you’d like
to receive a paper copy in
the mail, check here:

BMW RA #
AMA #

MEMBERSHIP DUES

Regular Member
Associate Member

$20/year
$7.50/year

Dues July be paid for 1, 2 or 3 years. Associate members must reside at the
same address as the regular member. Associate members have all the privileges of regular members but do not receive a separate copy of the newsletter.
Make check payable to “BMWBMW” and send it with this form to:
Karen Ager, Membership Chair
P.O. Box 44735, Ft Washington, MD 20749-4735
Membership dues are not refundable.
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Karen Ager, Membership Chair
P.O. Box 44735
Ft Washington, MD 20749-4735

FIRST CLASS

Photo by Phil Ager
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