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Club elections to be held in October
 It’s that itme of the year again! The current 
board members’ terms expire soon and elec-
tions are scheduled for the month of October. 
All positions are open for nominations. The di-
rectors are:

  President  Vice-President
  Secretary  Treasurer
  Membership Chair Newsletter Editor
 
 All postions serve a one-year term starting 
in December. The club has a committee set 
up to handle the election, consisting of Andy 
Dooley, Gene Freund and Paul Wilson. 
 The committee is charged with taking nom-
inations for interested candidates, soliciting 
position statements, counting the votes and 
reporting the outcome. The position state-
ment is optional, but could spell out why you 
want to serve and what you think makes you 
a good candidate.
 Who can run? Anyone who has the desire 
to serve and is a member in good standing, 
meaning you’re up to date on membership 

dues and not facing any disciplinary actions. You 
can nominate yourself or someone else in the 
club whom you think would be a good candidate. 
The committee will confirm interest with that 
person. The duties of each position are spelled 
out in the bylaws (online and in the membership 
directory), but feel free to contact the election 
committee or the current officeholder if you have 
any questions.
 Voting will take place during October. All mem-
bers will receive a copy of Between the Spokes 
with a ballot enclosed. Simply fill it out and send 
it back to us per the instructions. You’ll also have 
the option to vote online through the club’s web-
site. Unlike Chicago, though, you can only vote 
once.
 This is a great way to help keep the club the 
successful organization that it’s become over the 
years. Please don’t hesitate to step up and serve.
 If you are interested in running for any of the 
positions, please contact the committee at elec-
tions@bmwbmw.org. Alternately, you can con-
tact Ron Plichta at secretary@bmwbmw.org or 
call him at (571) 212-9443.

Tue–Fri 10am–7pm | Sat 9am–5pm | Sun 11am–4pm7830 Airpark Rd., Gaithersburg (301) 948-4581 © 2012 Battley Cycles, BTS08/12.

A Cornerstone of the Motorcycling Community since 1986

Forest Kerns and Paul Mihalka, 
with decades of BMW experience 

between them, discuss a customer’s 
GTL in the service bay.

Sunday, September 30, 8am to noon

club members-only tech session
In the service bay, Forest will share his expert service 

advice while you tackle minor 
maintenance projects on 

your bike.

Free doughnuts and 
coffee for everyone!

How many years of BMW experience are in this picture?
Why Battley’s should be your BMW shop:

Looking for a 2012 R 1200 GS or Adventure? 
See Todd in BMW Sales for current promotions.

http://www.bmwbmw.org/node/5
mailto:elections%40bmwbmw.org?subject=election%20question
mailto:elections%40bmwbmw.org?subject=election%20question
mailto:secretary%40bmwbmw.org?subject=


Between the intersections By Wes Fleming, BTS Editor

 Two recent traffic incidents 
while I was riding a motorcy-
cle have made me wonder just 
exactly what the hell people 
are thinking when they’re out 
driving on our nation’s roads.
 In early June, I was pilot-
ing my sidecar rig – with my 
daughter in the tub – west 
on I-70, outside the city lim-
its of St. Louis but still in the 
sphere of influence of that 
city’s suburbs. I don’t recall 
exactly what the speed limit 
was, but I know I was moving 
at about 65 mph. In my right-
side mirror, I could see a Mer-

cedes a ways back weaving 
through traffic as it gained on 
me. Suddenly, the car was be-
hind me, beside me and then 
in front of me so close that I 
had to give my brakes a good 
squeeze to be sure I didn’t 
tap its rear bumper. Imagine 
my surprise to see the car 
was sporting Maryland plates, 
reminding me that home is 
never far away.
 The second incident was 
actually a series of incidents. 
No doubt you remember the 
massive storm that ripped 
through the Washington, DC 

area during the night on Fri-
day, 29 June. The result of 
that storm was just utter dev-
astation to our electrical grid. 
As I’m writing this in early 
July, both PepCo and Do-
minion are “hoping” to have 
power restored to everybody 
by “Thursday or Friday,” as an 
interviewee said on the radio 
this morning. The power at 
my house was out for about 
36 hours, requiring us to sac-
rifice most of what was in our 
refrigerator, but otherwise 
causing us no harm.
 However, the behavior of 

Virginia drivers while the 
power was out was abso-
lutely, utterly appalling. Due 
to some family obligations, 
I was at my mother’s house 
near Lake Anna when the 
storm came through – the 
power there was out less than 
12 hours, something I’m sure 
correlates to their proximity 
to a nuclear power plant. To 
get to my home in northern 
Virginia, I had to ride through 
the back roads of Louisa and 
Spotsylvania Counties, then 
up the I-95/US 1 corridor in 
Spotsylvania, Stafford, Prince 
William and Fairfax Counties 

as well as the city of Freder-
icksburg. Many traffic lights 
were out in the US 1 corridor, 
but more so in the downtown 
areas.
 I remember quite clearly 
learning three things about 
disabled traffic lights. If the 
light is blinking red, treat it 
as a stop sign. If the light is 
blinking yellow, approach the 
intersection with caution and 
proceed carefully, but stop-
ping is not required. Lastly 
– and apparently least in the 
minds of my fellow drivers – 
if the light is out completely, 

treat that intersection as if 
EVERYBODY HAS A STOP 
SIGN. That means come to a 
complete stop, yield to some-
body on the right that’s enter-
ing the intersection, then pro-
ceed with caution.
 By the time I’d reached 
Prince William County, more 
drivers than I could keep 
track of had honked at me 
as I came to a stop at a dead 
light. Luckily, I’d just gotten a 
Stebel Nautilus horn installed 
on my R1200GS, so I gave 
back better honks than I got. 
Still, I witnessed dozens – 
scores! – of violations of the 

Do you know what to do?
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law about treating a dead light like 
a stop sign. It got to the point where 
I was afraid to even slow down at 
these intersections, let alone stop, 
for fear of being rear-ended by a 
driver that was not aware of this 
law. It made for a very tense ride 
home.
 I wish I could say the more ur-
bane citizens of Fairfax County 
were hip to the dead light law, but 
unfortunately, travelling the Brad-
dock Road corridor was probably 
more dangerous than being on US 
1 because the shoulders are quite 
inadequate for a quick escape 
should a car approach too rapidly 
from behind. Once I reached home, 
and after I cleared the fallen tree 
debris from my driveway, I put the 
bike in the garage and switched 
over to my four-wheeled vehicle, a 
Honda Element. At least that way, I 
figured, I’d have some crush space 
and the benefits of the airbags. 
Still, I thought about wearing my 
helmet as I drove across town to 
get a shower and find a friend’s 
house with cable, internet access 
and air conditioning.

 I’m certainly no legal expert, but 
I think it pays to review the driving 
laws of your locale. For instance, 
I’ve recently learned about Virgin-
ia’s “move over” law – the require-
ment that you change lanes away 
from an emergency vehicle, such 
as a police car, fire engine or ambu-
lance, which is stopped on the side 
of the road. I’ve always done this – 
or at least tried to – out of courtesy 
and concern for safety of the offi-
cer, fireman or paramedic working 
on the shoulder. I had no idea that 
not only is it a law, but failing to 
obey this law is a criminal offense 
– not a traffic violation. You can go 
to jail for 12 months if convicted of 
failing to move over.
 Many of us were excited last year 
when Virginia passed the law allow-
ing motorcycles to proceed through 
a red light that doesn’t change, but 
do you know the specific provisions 
of that law? You must wait through 
two complete cycles of the light or 
two minutes (whichever is longer) 
and still yield the right of way to any 
oncoming vehicle. Failing to do so 

can see you charged with reckless 
driving – as can passing a stopped 
(with lights flashing) school bus, 
overtaking an emergency vehicle 
in traffic, overtaking any vehicle at 
the crest of a hill or at a railroad 
crossing or driving 80 mph or fast-
er anywhere in Virginia. Reckless 
driving, like failing to move over, is 
a criminal offense that can result in 
jail time.
 No matter how long you’ve had 
your driver’s license, I encourage 
you to find a website, book or DMV 
manual that goes over the specif-
ics of the driving laws in the state 
you live in and the states you ride 
in. I live in Virginia, but I only just 
found out that if I drive in Mary-
land, I fall under their “implied con-
sent” laws that require me to sub-
mit to a chemical test to determine 
if I’m driving under the influence of 
alcohol. Failing to do so will get my 
license suspended for six months.
 Obeying the laws of the road is 
critically important, but you can’t 
obey them if you don’t 
know them. Ride safe!
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Todd Dibell, BMW enthusiast, rider, full-time sales

Saturday, October 13, 11am–3pm

Oktoberfest at Battley’s
Live German folk music, free German food plus

all-BMW bike show
Todd and Battley Cycles are committed to 

enhancing your BMWBMW club membership 
experience by supporting the Square Route Rally, 

special events and tech sessions just for club members.

Why Battley’s should be your BMW shop:

Looking for a 2012 
S 1000 RR? See Todd 
for current promotions.

Tue–Fri 10am–7pm | Sat 9am–5pm | Sun 11am–4pm7830 Airpark Rd., Gaithersburg (301) 948-4581 © 2012 Battley Cycles, BTS08/12.

A Cornerstone of the Motorcycling Community since 1986



 Many BMW owners have motorcycles of other 
brands. At least for us, the thought of long distance 
touring dictated riding the Beemers.
 Prior to retirement, we acquired a small condo in 
Denver, Colorado for a variety of reasons, including 
the fact that our eldest daughter resides there. We 
wanted bikes out there to be able to enjoy “Colorful 
Colorado” and points west. After much consideration, 
we decided to move our Ducati 696 Monster and Tri-
umph Bonne-ville to the Mile High City.
 After we made this decision, we experienced some 
trepidation. Used to the general reliability of BMWs, 
especially our F650s, we wondered if there would be 
mechanical issues. Then we faced the issue of carry-
ing adequate gear on those bikes. Due to a cold snap 
before we left, we needed heated gear as well as rain 
gear in case of bad weather, even though none was 
predicted. Further, the Ducati has only a tiny bikini 
windshield, a mere suggestion of weather protection. 
We did a lot of second-guessing of our decision but 
forged onward with the plan to ride the Triumph and 
the Duc, switching bikes each day.
 We had both bikes serviced and pared lists of nec-

essary luggage to the bare minimum to prepare for 
departure. Fortunately, the Triumph has fairly large 
Moto-Sport panniers. We also affixed an expandable 
tank bag from our stash of gear. The Ducati could only 
accommodate a small tail pack so the Triumph served 
as our pack mule. We got the necessities stowed and 
off we went on April 24th.
 The weekend snow in West Virginia left grit, sand 
and melting snow on US 50. It was still fun, but cau-
tion ruled, forcing us to slow down. We continued on, 
stopping for the first night in Athens, Ohio and, at the 
end of day two, just east of St. Louis, Missouri. Dur-
ing that night, there were storms and hail, though not 
large enough to cause any damage.
 With appropriate attention to the drive chains – a 
quick squirt of chain lube for each bike – the bikes con-
tinued on and routinely turned in 50+ miles per gallon 
even in the face of significant cross- and headwinds. 
After finally negotiating Kansas City (there are two 
I-435 Norths there and almost a beltway – it’s very 
confusing), we stayed in Topeka, Kansas. There were 
dire weather predictions for the next day, so we left 
the lodgings in full rain gear in the morning. All was 

Text and photo by Rita Hassell

Tom Hassell leaning on the Bonneville 
at a rest stop near Limon, Colorado.

Touring can 
be done on 
any bike
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tions and comments about it than we’ve ever had with 
our BMWs. It seems folks are most familiar with Har-
leys and the old British bikes, so the somewhat retro-
looking Bonneville garnered a fair amount of attention.
 We came to appreciate a few possible truths and to 
recognize one of our previous biases, perhaps shared 
by others, a result of this experience. Truths: you don’t 
need 1200+ cc, loads of electronics or extra tonnage 
to have a great touring experience on a motorcycle. 
The Bonneville weighs 495 pounds (although ours 
weighed more because of the panniers, windshield and 
payload). The Monster weighs in at 355 pounds. The 
Ducati cranks out 80 bhp at 9000 rpm; the Triumph 
produces just 66 bhp at 7500. The Triumph has no 
electronic aids at all, while the Ducati sports just a 
few. We more than kept up with traffic and often had 
to dial back the throttle after letting the speed creep 
up.
 The bias? Brands other than BMW are fine for local 
riding but are neither reliable nor comfortable for the 
long haul. There is no question that BMWs are great 
touring bikes, but we learned that at least these two 
other motorcycles, even the diminutive Monster, can 
tour quite well. The bikes are now very happy in their 
new garage and seem happy with the new roads to 
traverse. Our next adventure will be driv-
ing from Rockville to Denver in our 2009 
Smart Passion Coupe.

well until Hill City, Kansas. We hit one of the Midwest’s 
infamous “goose-drowner” storms. At that point the 
Ducati began to complain with some engine rough-
ness, no doubt from ingesting too much water through 
the air intake. After a stop to get out of the rain, dry 
off a bit, get fuel and hear about the weather from the 
locals, we were off again with the Monster performing 
just fine. At a little café we learned there were torna-
dos in the areas we had been through. The sun came 
out by the time we finished our coffee, but that appar-
ently unsettled the atmosphere enough that we were 
met, after a brief ride under clear blue skies, with a 
hail storm. We then discovered that hail hurts less if 
you cut your speed from 80 to 65. After that, the rain 
resumed, the wind picked up and the temperature be-
gan to fall. Shortly, there were highway warning signs 
regarding extremely high winds. Time to stop and take 
heed; after all, the winds out there blow semis off the 
road.
 On Saturday we pushed through a strong headwind 
(at least it was for me on the Ducati) and finally ar-
rived at our Denver abode. The bikes were filthy but 
responded well to a careful cleanup. The only mainte-
nance required was chain cleaning and lubrication.
 We’ve had a few rides out to the foothills and moun-
tains and find the Ducati and Triumph perform just 
fine. We found that many folks in the Midwest were 
quite curious about the Triumph. We had more ques-
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Long distance touring tips
By Bill ShawAn ongoing series

 After graduating from college, I decided to pursue 
my childhood dream of becoming a police officer before 
eventually embarking on one of the most unholy ca-
reer paths known to man – motojournalism. Although 
it’s been a number of years since I served the public, I 
never forgot what I learned as a Fairfax County Police 
Officer.
 That training and experience has come in particular-
ly handy, especially as it relates to cues police officers 
use to initiate a traffic stop. The following is my Top 
10 List on how to avoid being issued a ticket; they’ve 
worked to keep me ticket-free for over 25 years.

1. Stay as far to the right as possible on multi-lane 
highways unless passing. Properly passing another 
vehicle will not single you out, but hovering in the 
passing lane might – regardless of speed. 

2. Beware of guilt by association. In other words, avoid 
riding with people who do stupid things like driv-
ing recklessly, weaving in and out of lanes, failing 
to routinely use their turn signals or anything that 
smacks of racing or road rage.

3. Never exceed the posted speed limit in a residential 
area.

4. Never exceed the posted speed limit in a school 
zone, even if no kids are in sight.

5. Be alert when crossing state lines, particularly when 
traveling on an interstate or when there is a change 
in the posted speed limit. My rule of thumb is to 
be especially careful for 10 miles on either side of 
the border.

6. Be alert when passing by rest stops, truck stops and 
weigh stations. Police tend to watch closely those 
places where people congregate and areas that 
generate the highest number of calls in their patrol 
area.

7. Be aware of any vehicle that suddenly appears in 
your rear view mirrors. While not a hard and fast 
rule, some larger departments do not allow the use 
radar/laser equipment at night or on Sundays. Of-
ficers will then rely on a technique called “pacing” 
where a cruiser follows behind a driver, usually for 
at least 2/10ths of a mile, before initiating a traffic 
stop.

8. Never be the fastest person on the road. Even if a 
cruiser is not equipped with radar/laser or the of-
ficer is not able to pace for the required distance, 
a ticket can still be issued for “Failure to Obey a 
Highway Sign,” to wit: the posted speed limit.  

9. Do not go more than 9 mph over the posted speed 
limit (even when passing a slower vehicle) on in-
terstate or U.S. highways. In reality, it is impos-
sible to be invisible to the police while simultane-
ously being conspicuous to other motorists. Going 
10+ mph faster than the speed limit increases the 
likelihood that you will be spotted by the police.
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Bill Shaw is the Editor-in-Chief of the Iron Butt 
Magazine and has been a BMWBMW member 
since 1994. He has also served BMWBMW as its 
President, VP, Secretary and Rally Chairman on 
two occasions. For more safety-related articles like 
this, I’d suggest subscribing to the IBA magazine 
– it’s only $20 a year and you don’t need to be a 
member to subscribe! --Ed.

10. Never, ever pass on a dou-
ble yellow, exceed the speed 
limit by 20 mph or more, 
or drive in a manner that 
endangers the life, limbs 
or property of any person. 
These activities constitute 
reckless driving and, in most 
jurisdictions, require the op-
erator to appear in court. 
This could be a pretty ex-
pensive lesson – especially if 
the ticket was is-
sued three time 
zones away.

Next month: what to do after 
you’ve earned a performance 
award.
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Hacker profile

Eric and Donna Batchhelder
 I met Eric and Donna Batchhelder in April, 2011 because we had all 
signed up for the same Sidecar/Trike Education Program (S/TEP) safety 
class through Northern Virginia Community College. Despite their excel-
lent performance in the 250cc Honda Rebel-based rigs provided in the 
class, they upgraded that November to a rig built by DMC Sidecars. The 
2006 R1200GSA and M72DX sidecar combine for a distinctive and rugged 
looking rig.
 This is their first rig and both the tug and tub are tricked out, with the 
bike sporting a Russell Day-Long seat, Ohlins shocks and Wunderlich ac-
cessories. The sidecar has Clearwater Krista lights, three power outlets 
and two gas cans - just in case. It was actually Donna’s idea to pursue a 
sidecar rig, as back problems give her some difficulty getting on and off 
their 2008 R1200RT when it’s loaded down with camping gear. Now they 
spend all their road time together on their rig and have trips planned for 
the BMW MOA rally in Sedalia, Missouri, the Horizons Unlimited meeting in 
North Carolina this September and, in 2017, Alaska.
 With an attention-getting rig such as they have, Eric says one difficulty 
he faces riding in the area is people accidentally getting too close while 
they try to get a good photo of them. He says “the addition of the lights 
and [Stebel Nautilus] horn have helped tremendously in our 
being noticed before trouble gets too close,” an adage that we 
can all agree on.
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Max the Motorcycle’s happy ride By Arwyn Fleming

Arwyn Fleming is a rising 5th grader at Bailey’s Elementary School 
for the Arts & Sciences; this is her first published piece. She’s been 
riding motorcycles - either as pillion or in a sidecar - for two years 
and says her favorite things about riding are watching everything 
go by really fast and not being cooped up in a car.
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Max the Motorcycle, by Jen Phillips.
illustrated by Jason DeBow

 When Max the Motorcycle gets un-
loaded from a boat in New York and 
begins his new life, he and his new 
owner go everywhere together. Sadly, 
his owner has to put him away for a few 
years. He gets a flat tire and springs 
some leaks, but somebody else comes 
along, fixes him up and takes him to 
a new home. Max says goodnight to 
everyone to end this sweet story.
 This is a very nice book with rhym-
ing sentences and pretty illustrations. 
The book is a good story for children 
ages four and up. Probably only adults 
that like motorcycles will like the book. 
Other adults may not because it’s 
more of a children’s book. The story is 
loosely based on the author’s own ex-
perience of having an R60/2 restored.
 The illustrations are done in an in-
teresting style. The colors are soft and 
they look like watercolor paintings. In 
one illustration, where Max is living in 
his barn, Jason DeBow, the illustrator, 
uses outlining effectively to make Max 
stand out from the background. The 
barn looks as old as Max, maybe even 
older. DeBow must know a lot about 
motorcycles, because Max always 
looks like an old BMW, even after he is 
restored. 
 Author Jen Phillips says it was her 
decision to give Max a face and she 
worked closely with DeBow, whom she 
says understood exactly what she was 
looking for. She says, “Some of the 
children’s books out there that have 
motorcycles in them feature a character riding a 
motorcycle. I wanted the focus of this story to be 
on the motorcycle, so it made sense for him to 
have a face.” Max’s face, which has the headlight 
for his nose, usually looks happy, even when he’s 
falling apart and rusty.
 She initially thought about calling him Michael 
the Motorcycle. She says, “I like the phrase ‘Mike 
the Bike’ but I liked Max as this type of antique 
motorcycle, so I decided on that.” Perhaps we’ll 
see a sequel about Max’s friend Mike in the fu-
ture, as Phillips thinks Mike is a probably a good 
name for a GS.
 “I thought the farm setting would provide 
some nice visuals for illustrations,” says Phillips, 
who tooled that part of the storyline to play on 
vintage bike lore, the old story everybody has 

heard about finding a gem of a bike hidden behind hay 
bales.
 Phillips has never taken apart a bike, but says she 
likes watching her husband work on motorcycles. She 
says what she really appreciates is the aesthetics of 
motorcycles, particularly vintage bikes. “I really love 
the way they look,” she says. “Beautiful lines, elegant 
curves – they seem especially lovely to me, almost 
like sculpture. I mentioned this to my husband and 
he offered to keep the bike in the house since I 
considered it artwork. I gently declined – there’s 
more room in the garage, after all.”



As BMW struggles to 
gain market share in 
the United States, it 
is making changes at 
both the macro (intro-

Virginia Motorrad Werkstatt:

Virginia Motorrad Werkstatt
1117E East Market Street
Charlottesville, VA 22902
www.largiader.com/shop

(434) 295-0496

This page: Top - Disassembling a transmis-
sion after it’s been baked.  Bottom - Anton 
performs routine maintenance, including 
replacing the fork seals, on a customer’s 
R1150R.

Opposite page: Top - R1100 and R1150 
generation final drives and gears in storage. 
Center - transmission internals; the notches 
on the smooth metal band are known as 
shift dogs. Bottom - Anton washes a set of 
forks before reinstalling them.
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The role of the independent BMW motor-
cycle mechanic is more important now 
than it ever has been before.

duction of the S1000RR) and micro (using Japanese-
style turn signal switches on all new models) levels. 
With every evolutionary or revolutionary move for-
ward, BMW dealers are being forced further away from 
the ancestors of the current generation, the Airheads 
and Oilheads that many of us continue to love and 
ride. The typical independent mechanic, such as An-
ton Largiader, doesn’t shy away from working on these 
older models; indeed, they may, at some level, not 
only relish working on the previous generations but 
also be the last bastions of the esoteric and special-
ized knowledge required to keep these old bikes on 
the road.
 It’s long been well known that if you’re on the inter-
net looking for technical information about BMW mo-
torcycles, sooner or later you’re going to run across 
Anton’s website. That site is where many of us first 
learned about the subtle differences between the 
various generations of transmissions attached to the 
R1100-series bikes. Anton’s repair shop, Virginia Mo-
torrad Werkstatt (VMW), has been a fixture in central 
Virginia for the better part of a decade. It used to be 
in a cramped room at the back of his house – accessed 
only by riding up a precarious wooden ramp with a 
sharp curve at the top deck level – but now VMW is 
located in a spacious, easy-to-find spot in downtown 
Charlottesville.
 When I visited Anton’s shop, which he opened in De-
cember 2010, I found it to be a familiar and comfort-
ing place. There’s just something about an indepen-

http://www.largiader.com/shop/


later, a position at Battley Cycles before he opened up 
his own shop.
 VMW sees about 100 motorcycles a year through 
the shop, and Anton reports that much of what he 
does is routine maintenance. Such work is the bread 
and butter of any independent mechanic, as nearly all 
the time is billable, the parts needed are both minimal 
and easily available and the work is relatively simple. 
Complicated repairs might be more interesting due to 
the problem-solving involved, but according to Anton, 
they tend to tie up the lifts for longer periods of time.
 A lot of the work that shifts through VMW doesn’t 
involve the actual bike being in the shop, though. 
Anton gets a lot of components by mail – especially 
transmissions, which is the whole reason he keeps an 
electric oven in the shop. As I was able to witness, 
baking a transmission at 250°for an hour makes it a 
lot easier to disassemble. Bake it, remove some bolts 
from the housing, tap it with a mallet and it comes 
right apart. The aluminum and steel parts expand at 

different rates, and a little 
time in the oven is just what 
they need to be easily dis-
lodged from each other.
 Even though Anton says 
some of the older Beemers 
are just plain pleasant to 
ride – including his all-time 
favorite bike, an R100GSPD 
that was stolen from him – 
he says the more modern 
bikes have “better engines, 
engine management, trans-
missions, brakes, suspen-
sion, everything.” He says 
the increased complexity of 
the late models is offset by 

their increased reliability. “The R1200GS is better in 
every way, but [the R100GSPD] is a classic and I’ll 
probably own another one at some point.” He currently 
uses a different R100GS, purchased from club mem-
ber Chaz Fisher, as his off-road bike and 
rides Meredith’s R1100GS on the street.

Text and photos
by Wes Fleming

dent mechanic’s shop that conveys a sense of peace 
to this rider. It’s not the lack of corporate logos or the 
missing racks of branded clothing so much as it’s the 
air of hard-earned experience and an atmosphere of 
controlled chaos. From the parts washer to the electric 
oven, Anton’s shop has that 
comfortable feeling. The 
smell of metal and grease 
permeates the air, letting 
you know you’re in a room 
where work gets done.
 One thing Anton doesn’t 
miss about his formerly 
home-based operation is 
that infamous ramp. “Snow 
and rain made it pretty 
much unusable,” he said, 
“and it was an eyesore.” 
Both he and his wife, Mer-
edith, were happy to see it 
go as part of their extensive 
home renovations. The new 
shop is extremely well organized and well lit. The two 
traditional lift stations are situated within easy reach 
of the toolbox and air hose; a workbench at the end 
of the toolbox extends the workspace effectively. In 
addition to the regular lifts, VMW features a sturdy, 
hand-built wooden lift where more long-term projects 
like restorations can be stationed, yet still easily be 
rolled around to free up floor space. An oven and a 
hydraulic press separate the shop floor from a low-
ceilinged bike storage area, over which a large, open 
storage area filled with tires and other bulky items is 
located. Shelves filled with parts create a hallway of 
sorts along the left side of the space, creating both 
efficient storage and a natural flow from the shop sink 
near the front door back to the ladder that accesses 
the overhead storage area.
 Anton’s path to where he is now started with a job at 
Yuasa Batteries, which is also where he was when he 
got interested in motorcycles, starting with a K75. Af-
ter moving to Virginia, his plan to keep spare parts on 
hand for travelers led to a stint in service school and 

Charlottesville’s independent BMW shop



 I have always been an RT guy. My first and only 
BMW was my faithful 2004 R1150RT which I’ve had 
since it was a puppy. I haven’t ridden off road in, well, 
many years, except for that sudden and unexpected 
GS ride during Morton’s Spring Fling when I sudden-
ly ran out of pavement while following the river. The 
cows were unimpressed by my off-road prowess and 
probably a little startled by the screaming. At some 
time during that rally, I started considering trading out 
the RT for a K bike. After giving it some thought and 
test riding some bikes, I bought a used R1200GS from 
a club member. I now have the distinction of having in 
my garage, as a coworker put it, both the world’s most 
beautiful and the world’s ugliest motorcycles.
 The big GS came to live with me and I stood, ad-
miring it, in the garage where it was parked next to 
Cheree’s F650GS. I had visions of us off on epic ad-
ventures like Ewan McGregor and Charlie Boorman. 
Cheree disrupted my reverie with a bolt of common 
sense, saying “You’re not riding that cow of a bike off 
road with me until you get some training.”
 As luck would have it, Morton’s was hosting an off-
road riding course in just a few weeks. I quickly signed 
up and when the day came, headed the long way down 
with Maria Vandergucht and Gene Freund. We chose to 
go down the day before and hotel it overnight in order 
to be at Morton’s, fresh and rested, by 9:00 the next 
morning. We stayed in the Country Inn and Suites be-
cause they have fresh-baked cookies in the lobby, free 
breakfast and good pillows. It was also walking dis-
tance to the pre-training meet and greet at the Pan-
cho Villa Restaurant, which was a good thing, because 
large drinks were involved. I recommend the sangrita. 
I had two, I think, or maybe three. The food was great 
although I don’t remember what I had, possibly due 
to the sangritas. Steve Anderson from Morton’s set the 
whole thing up and joined us for dinner. We ate, drank, 

told outrageous lies and generally had a good time.
 The morning of the training dawned damp and gray 
as we all rallied at Morton’s for the meeting and obliga-
tory paperwork. Avner Skolnick lifted everyone’s mo-
rale by arriving with a festive umbrella from his drink 
the night before attached to his bike. As if to thwart 
Avner’s attempt, the rain gods showed up and it start-
ed to drizzle. No sooner had we started for the farm 
than the steady rain came. Not Forrest Gump style 
rain, but a steady light soak that wouldn’t end until 
that afternoon.
 Once at the farm, the organizers held another meet-
ing, gave instructions and stressed safety. I particular-
ly liked how the instructors stressed, “If you don’t feel 
comfortable doing an exercise, then don’t. There will 
be no pressure to try.” True to their word, there wasn’t. 
Each person was encouraged to take the exercises at 
his or her own pace and not worry about keeping up 
with the pack. The Morton’s folks had the site set up 
for the bad weather with places to get out of the rain 
and stow gear. Hot and cold beverages were on hand 
and, in a particularly nice move, Jeff Massey went back 
to the store and brought out long sleeve shirts for any-
one who was cold and needed another layer.
 We split ourselves into two classes, basic and ad-
vanced. I stayed with the basic group and we began 
going over very basic rudiments of body positioning, 
throttle and brake control, and safely picking up a fall-
en bike. We then watched the advanced folks for a few 
minutes while the instructor pointed out both good and 
bad technique.
 It was time to mount up and give it a try. I skepti-
cally looked at the rain and the wet field. That GS is 
an awful big and heavy bike (over 450 pounds) and 
I remember thinking, “It’s a long way to fall WHEN I 
go over.” I also thought, “Then again, if I can man-
age to safely navigate a wet field in the pouring rain, 

Instructor Scott Olsen directs riders in the advanced 
group. © 2012 Marcus Ovando. Used by permission.
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Making friends with my GS

By Jim Craze

A day of off-road training with Morton’s BMW



I should have no problem on pavement or dirt roads.” We 
started with just riding in big rectangles, getting the feel 
for uneven ground and turns. In what seemed like no time, 
we worked our way up to shifting, braking and counter-
weighting in turns. The instructors were always present, 
encouraging and giving positive feedback. Their enjoyment 
of what they were doing really showed.
 The final exercise of the morning was to follow the in-
structor over a course covering most of the farm’s back 
field. This gave us a chance to practice control, throttle, 
and braking skills learned earlier over rolling terrain. I 
found it very intimidating at first, on a big heavy bike that 
I had only owned for a few weeks. After a while, I found 
myself relaxing and letting the bike move. It seemed to 
know more about this off-road riding thing than I did. It 
was then I remembered one of the key points the instruc-
tors brought up in the beginning: you have to learn to trust 
your bike and equipment. I was beginning to do just that.
 Morton’s provided lunch; we all ate big sandwiches, con-
versed with each other and remarked how we all smelled 
like wet hay bales. Sometime during lunch, the festive um-
brella fell off Avner’s bike. This pleased the rain gods and 
the skies dried up for the remainder of the day.
 We continued the morning exercises after lunch as the 
field dried. This time we were doing tighter turns, weaves 
and figure eights interspersed with jaunts across the over-
land course. Towards the end of the day, both groups went 
off for a trail ride and upon returning, the basic folks had 
the opportunity to take a crack at some of the obstacles 
the advanced folks did that morning. Choosing not to press 
my luck, I opted out of both.

Above, Loftus Hitchens demonstrates 
proper standing technique.
Photo by Steve Anderson.

© 2012 Morton’s BMW.

Left, a well-armored riders climes a 
wet, slippery hill.

© 2012 Marcus Ovando.
Photos used by permission.

 Jeff and Steve had a cer-
tificate and “I Survived” stick-
ers for everyone. Maria and I 
pulled fistfuls of wet hay from 
the bikes, loaded up for the trip 
home and headed out to pick 
up US 15. Out on the road I no-
ticed I was sitting on the bike 
differently and that I seemed 
more relaxed. I wasn’t wallow-
ing into and out of turns like a 
hippopotamus on a skateboard. 
I had made friends with the GS 
and was beginning to under-
stand its capabilities. All in all, 
a day well spent 
with good folks and 
good training.

15
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Clockwise from above

Mud-caked R1200GS.
© 2012 Marcus Ovando.

Queued riders waiting for the next 
exercise. Photo by Steve Anderson.

© 2012 Morton’s BMW.

Attacking a slippery downhill run.
© 2012 Marcus Ovando.

R1100GS.
Photo by Steve Anderson.

© 2012 Morton’s BMW.

Photos used by permission.





You never know what can happen at a BMWBMW Tech Day - or what tools will get used 
in the process. Join us for one of the most popular club events. Photo by Wes Fleming. Tech days in 2012

The remaining club 
member-hosted tech 
days for the year are:

4 August, hosted by 
Ed and Barb Phelps in 
Westminster, MD

22 September, hosted 
by Pat and Laura Moon 
in Fredericksburg, VA

20 October, hosted by 
Jerry Skene in Fairfax, 
VA

 Keep an eye on 
the forums and BTS 
for more information 
about these upcoming 
tech days.
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A BMW Bike’s Best Friend:
Skilled Routine Inspection
and Maintenance
If you need a tune-up, Khanh’s 
EUBMW Repair Shop will do the 
needed work and check out your 
bike’s whole system to spot 
problems before they happen.

Be ready for the Summer
riding season!

Khanh’s EUBMW Repair 
Shop is at your service in 
the Armature Building.

Khanh’s EUBMW Repair Shop
(in the Armature Building)
3025 Colvin St, Alexandria, VA 22314

Phone: (571) 294-2386
Stop in or call for an appointment.la
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Income/Expense Statement for the month 
ending 30 June 2012.

Income
 Memberships      $630.00
 BTS advertising    1,200.00
 Square Route Rally    6,042.25
 Miscellaneous        (34.94)

 Total income   $7,837.31

Expenses
 BTS printing & distribution $1,002.23
 Paypal & Postage       112.54
 Square Route Rally    3,788.37

 Total expenses  $4,903.34

Net income (loss)   $2,933.97

Treasurer’s report
Provided by Henry Winokur, Treasurer

Total Membership Counts - June 2012
 Members  393
 Associates    60
 Total   453

Membership Renewal Counts
 Members     13
 Associates       1
 Total      14

New Membership Counts
 Members     11
 Associates       0
 Total      11

Please welcome our newest members: 
   Todd Berry of Arlington, VA
   Lee Bradshaw of Brandywine, MD
   Al Gillespie of Washington, DC
   Roger Knight of Union Bridge, MD
   Scott Ledford of Arlington, VA
   Michael Madridejos of Alexandria, VA
   Simon Meyer of Gaithersburg, MD
   Warren Soloduk of Herndon, VA
   Philippe Sommer of Charlottesville, VA

Membership report
Provided by Karen Ager, Membership Chair
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 In a move that stunned fans of BMW’s first true su-
perbike, the S1000RR, BMW announced on 16 July 
that it would end full factory-backed participation in 
World Superbike competition. While BMW corporate 
explained their decision as a “strategic realignment,” 
racing fans questioned the move, coming as it did on 
the heels of Marco Melandri’s wins at Salt Lake City 
and Aragon on 28 June and 1 July, respectively.
 BMW Motorrad Italia will take responsibility for the 
factory race and test team as well as for chassis de-
velopment. BMW in Munich will be responsible only for 
developing the power train and electronics. This deci-
sion means that BMW Motorrad will continue to oper-
ate as a fully integrated team in the World Champion-
ship for near-production road motorcycles, but overall 
responsibility for the team will shift to Italy. The team 
name, management positions and rider line-up for 
2013 will be announced later.
 Stephan Schaller, Head of BMW Motorrad, said, “Our 
decision represents a commitment by BMW Motorrad 
to motor sports. We have developed this commit-
ment from a position of strength. The Superbike World 
Championship will continue to be the right platform for 
BMW Motorrad next year to demonstrate our expertise 
as a manufacturer of sports motorcycles in close prox-
imity to customers. The new structure with the focus 
on one racing team is lean and efficient, the concept 
is targeted and logical. We are looking forward to be-
ing in a position to develop the existing structures in 
Munich and Milan.”
 Schaller added, “At this point, I would like to express 
my thanks to Bernhard Gobmeier who successfully re-
structured BMW Motorrad Motorsport and achieved the 
first victories in the Superbike World Championship. I 
am confident that he and his team will have celebrated 
more victories by the end of the season. Naturally, our 
decision will also exert an influence on our partnership 
with alpha Racing. We have celebrated successes to-
gether and moved the team forward. We have a num-
ber of challenges ahead for the rest of the season and 
we will be working with alpha Racing to master them 
in a dedicated and professional approach.”
 BMW Motorrad Motorsport Director Bernhard Gob-
meier said, “This is a strategic corporate decision by 
BMW Motorrad. This step means that BMW Motorrad 
will continue to participate in motor sports at a pro-
fessional level. During the current season, we have 
achieved the first victories for BMW Motorrad in the 
Superbike World Championship. I am confident that 
more victories will follow. We all wish Andrea Buzzoni 
[Director of BMW Motorrad Italia] and the 
new team every success in the new con-
stellation.”

BMW shifts World Superbike 
efforts for 2013

Husqvarna announces TR650 
Strada, Terra street bikes

 B M W ’ s 
wholly-owned 
s u b s i d i a r y 
H u s q v a r n a 
a n n o u n c e d 
the release 
of two brand-
new street 
models, the 
TR650 Strada 
and TR650 
Terra.
 Owned by 
BMW since 
2007 and 

known primarily for its dirt bikes, Husqvarna adds 
these two bikes to a small number of road bikes. Both 
were developed in collaboration with BMW Motorrad.
 While both bikes are slim and wiry, the Terra is de-
signed for “light terrain” and the Strada for “asphalt-
based motorcycling fun, so it would appear that while 
both are nominally dual-sport bikes, neither is meant 
for really hardcore off-road riding. Tire sizes reflect 
these divergent purposes; though both bikes sport a 
140/80R17 rear, the Terra uses a 90/90R21 front while 
the Strada takes a 110/80R19 front.
 The core of the TR650 is a highly modified BMW 
G650GS liquid-cooled, single-cylinder, 652cc engine. 
Performance is up over the BMW, though, with the 
Husqvarna version putting out 58 hp and about 44 
foot-pounds of torque. Compression is up from the 
Sertao’s 11.5:1 to 12.3:1. The engine features dual 
overhead cams, EFI and twin-spark ignition, and the 
100mm bore and 83mm stroke are identical to the 
original G650GS engine.
 A lower-power, 48 hp version will be available in 
countries with graduated licensing. Mated to the 
thumper is a constant-mesh five-speed gearbox ca-
pable of handling the high-revving engine and the final 
drive is a standard o-ring chain.
 The Terra, pictured above, features spoked wheels 
while the Strada has 10-spoke, cast aluminum wheels. 
The Strada comes with disengagable ABS standard, 
but ABS is optional on the Terra. Both bikes feature 
USD telescopic forks, a progressive linkage rear shock 
and nearly 7.5 inches of suspension travel at both 
ends. Construction will take place at the Husqvarna 
factory in Cassinetta di Biandronno, in northern Italy.
 The TR650 bikes spec out a little heavy for their 
svelte, dirt bike-inspired styling, with the US version of 
both tipping the scales at just over 400 pounds. Acces-
sories available include windshields, hand 
protectors, heated grips, engine guards, 
alarm systems and panniers.

Compiled from official BMW corporate communications.

Re-cycled news



Breakfast rides are informal gatherings of members who meet for break-
fast and often a ride afterwards. Not all members participate in the 
after-meal rides and some like to show up solely for the ride. Interested? 

Arrive early, introduce yourself and be ready to have fun. Look for the tables with helmets and jackets piled 
on or near them and don’t be shy.
 If you’d like more information, or to volunteer to lead a ride one weekend, contact Ed Phelps, the Rides    
Committee Chair. You can also find out more by perusing the “Rides to Eat” section of the BMWBMW online 
forums.

1st Sunday @ 8 a.m.
BALTIMORE BREAKFAST RIDE

GOLDEN CORRAL, 7908 Rossville Boulevard, Baltimore, MD 21236. To have a reminder e-mail sent to you the 
week before the breakfast, send your e-mail address to Jim Pellenbarg - jpellenbarg@juno.com.

3rd Sunday @ 10 a.m.
MD BREAKFAST RIDE

THE COZY RESTAURANT, 103 Frederick Road, Thurmont, MD 21788. Take I-270 N to Frederick, MD and      
continue north on US 15. Take the 1st Thurmont exit. Turn RIGHT at the 1st stop sign, then LEFT at the 1st 
traffic light. The Cozy is a 1/4-mile up on your left.

4th Sunday @ 9 a.m.
VA BREAKFAST RIDE

CHUCKWAGON, 12846-A Fitzwater Drive, Nokesville, VA 20181. Easily reached via I-66, US 29 and VA 28. 
From 28, turn S/SE on Fitzwater, then cross the railroad tracks and look to the left. Riders gather in the back 
room.

Breakfast Rides
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mailto:rides%40bmwbmw.org?subject=Breakfast%20Rides%20question
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mailto:jpellenbarg%40juno.com?subject=Breakfast%20ride%20inquiry
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Club events in 2012
Saturday 11 August - Board of Directors
(10 am) & General Membership Meeting
(11 am) at Bob’s BMW, 10720 Guilford Road, 
Jessup, MD.

Sunday 9 September - Club picnic at
Patapsco Valley State Park, MD. $10/adult, $7/
kids 12 & under, $3/person admission to park.

Saturday-Sunday 6-7 October - Oktoberfest 
at Camp WestMar, Thurmont, MD. Board of
Directors (9.30 am) & General Membership 
Meeting (10 am) on Sunday.

Saturday 10 November - Board of Directors 
(10 am) & General Membership Meeting
(11 am) at Glory Days, 130 Featherbed Lane, 
Winchester, VA.

Sunday 9 December - Board of Directors
(10 am) & General Membership Meeting
(11 am) at Battley Cycles, 7830 Airpark Road, 
Gaithersburg, MD. Followed by a tech day, rain 
or shine, at noon.

Membership application/renewal form.                               Sign up or renew online with PayPal at
Please circle appropriate selections                                                                     www.bmwbmw.org

NEW MEMBER                                     RENEWAL                         CHANGE OF ADDRESS

NAME 
Associate

STREET

CITY, STATE, ZIP

OCCUPATION

PHONE (c) (h) (w)

E-MAIL 

AGE GROUP
 16-25   46-55
 26-35   56-65
 36-45   65+

I’m interested in helping out
with the following committees:
 Gov’t Affairs   Rally
 Internet   Rides
 Meetings & Events  Safety
 Membership   Sales
 Newsletter/BTS  Tech

BMW MOA #

BMW RA #

AMA #

MEMBERSHIP DUES
Regular Member     $20/year

Associate Member     $7.50/year

Dues may be paid for 1, 2 or 3 years. Associate members must reside at the 
same address as the regular member. Associate members have all the privi-
leges of regular members but do not receive a separate copy of the newslet-
ter.

 Make check payable to “BMWBMW” and send it with this form to:
Karen Ager, Membership Chair

P.O. Box 44735, Ft Washington, MD 20749-4735
Membership dues are not refundable.

Motorcycles
(year, make, model)

Referred to BMWBMW by

Ride for Kids, Baltimore/Washington
23 September, Ellicott City, MD

www.pbtfus.org/rideforkids

Dealer open house events
Bob’s BMW - 29 September
Battley Cycles - 13 October
Morton’s BMW - 13 October

Local events

Riding in China
Ever wondered what it’s like to ride a motorcycle 

in China? Wonder no more thanks to special corre-
spondent Andrew Zorn.

National events
Sturgis Motorcycle Rally

6-12 August, Sturgis, SD

Delmarva Bike Week
13-16 September, Ocean City, MD

In BTS next month
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Patapsco Valley State Park
8020 Baltimore National Pike

Ellicott City MD 21043

 Your Board of Directors invites you to join us at the 2012 BMWBMW Picnic on 
Sunday, 9 September at Patapsco Valley State Park near Ellicott City, MD.
 The site is Pavilion #300 in the Hollofield area of PVSP. The pavilion is covered with an open patio that over-
looks the park’s valley area. Get more info at http://www.dnr.state.md.us/publiclands/central/patapscohollo-
field.asp The park is right off of US40, convenient to I-70 and I-95, as well as MD 295, US 29, and US 1.
 The picnic is family-friendly and sure to be fun – we have access to hiking trails, a playground, and ball fields. 
Bring your equipment if you want to join a pickup game. The park also has a campground if you are interested 
in making a weekend or overnight trip of it. 
 Oakey’s BBQ will be providing our picnic vittles, which will include pulled pork, veggie options, side dishes/
salads, iced tea, lemonade and dessert. The picnic will run from noon until 5 pm, with food service beginning at 
1 pm. Special activities for the kids (and the young at heart) are planned for the afternoon.
 The cost with your pregistration is $10 per adult and $7 for kids ages 12 and under. Please note that you will 
have an additional cost per person for park admission, when you enter the park: $3 for Maryland residents or 
$5 for non-residents. The club will reimburse non-Maryland residents the $2 difference at the picnic to make it 
the same cost for everyone. 
 Your total cost is $13 adults, $10 kids for a 
great afternoon, rain-or-shine. WHAT A DEAL! 
 ** NOTE that the park admits for free: Chil-
dren buckled in safety seats, senior citizens 62 
and older with the Golden Age Pass, people with 
the Access Maryland State Park Pass for persons 
with disabilities, members of the Maryland Na-
tional Guard and all active duty military person-
nel who display their active military identifica-
tion card (complimentary access is permitted for 
card holder only).
 This event REQUIRES pre-registration. 
Please complete the form and mail it in; you can 
also use PayPal. Registration closes Saturday, 1 
September. Questions? Email events@bmwbmw.org.

Sunday, 9 September 2012   BMWBMW Club Picnic

Name: _______________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________

Email: _______________________________________________________

# Adults attending: ______ x $10 = __________

# Kids 12 and under: ______ x $7 = __________
TOTAL:           $ __________

Please register by 1 September. Make check payable to BMWBMW and mail to:
  BMWBMW Treasurer
  6313 Elgin Lane
  Bethesda, MD 20817-5443

IMPORTANT REMINDERS: The picnic will be held rain or shine. No refunds for any reason. Please note that you will have an additional 
cost per person for park admission - $3/person for Maryland residents, $5/person non-residents. The club will reimburse non-Maryland 
residents the $2 difference onsite at the picnic to make it the same cost for everyone.

http://www.dnr.state.md.us/publiclands/central/patapscohollofield.asp 
http://www.dnr.state.md.us/publiclands/central/patapscohollofield.asp 
mailto:events%40bmwbmw.org?subject=picnic%20question


Between the Spokes
Karen Ager, Membership Chair
P.O. Box 44735
Ft Washington, MD 20749-4735
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Tech day schedule on page 18
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