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Saturday, Dec. 1 
10am to 3pm

WINTER
OPEN HOUSE

Bring the kids to
meet Santa!

Everyone receives
a free gift from Santa!*

7830 Airpark Rd., Gaithersburg (301) 948-4581

Make all your Holiday
purchases count at 
Battley’s. We now have
a Customer Rewards 
program. Each dollar
earns a point, points
add up to Gift Certificates 
for you! It’s free to join!

Drop a hint to Santa or 
Todd in BMW Sales that 
you need a new F 700 GS!

*while supplies last

Happy Holidays from Battley Cycles

A Cornerstone of the Motorcycling Community since 1986

Register NOW for the Holiday Party!
Now’s the time to register for the 2013 Holiday Party which will be held on Saturday, 12 January 
from 6 – 10 p.m. We’ll be at P.J. Skidoos located at 9908 Fairfax Blvd., Fairfax, VA 22030, phone 
703-591-4515 or www.pjskidoos.com.

We expect a big turnout as this year’s event won’t conflict with the IMS show in Washington, D.C. 
This is the time to dress up, bring your sweetie or friends and mix and mingle! You’ll have time before 
dinner (cash bar starts at 6 p.m.) to catch up on where everyone’s been riding this past summer.

Dinner starts about 7. You’ll have three entrée choices which include: Grilled Lemon Chicken Breast
served with rice and vegetable medley; London Broil with mushroom wine sauce served with mashed 
potatoes and green beans; or Fresh Broiled Salmon with honey Dijon glaze served with red potatoes 
and vegetable medley. If you are a vegetarian, please note on the registration form any special requests.

After dessert, you’ll meet new our board members, have a chance to congratulate the winner of the 
Hall of Fame Award, find out who is ahead in the 2012 mileage contest, and winners of the “I’ve Been 
Everywhere” and Great State Tour events. Plus, maybe you’ll be “lucky” and win an exciting or useful 
door prize!

This is a pre-registration event ONLY and deadline is Friday, 4 January 2013. See registration form 
elsewhere in this issue. If you prefer to use PayPal, send to treasurer@bmwbmw.org, and be sure to 
indicate name(s) and meal choice(s).

http://www.battley.com


By Wes Fleming,
BtS EditorA brief history of ethanol
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When Henry Ford rolled out his 
landmark Model T in 1908, 

it put power to the ground with a 
2900cc inline-four engine. That 
engine generated 20 horsepower and 
could propel the car to a top speed of  
just over 40 miles per hour and still 
get 15-20 miles per gallon. The fuel 
of  choice for that first Model T was 
ethanol, which America’s legions of  
farmers could make at home in great 
quantities, with plenty to fill the T’s 10 
gallon fuel tank and still have plenty 
left over for making moonshine.
 Ethyl alcohol, the substance we 
know as ethanol, quickly fell out of  
favor as fuel for internal combustion 
engines simply due to the increasing 
use of  and rapidly declining price 
of  gasoline. Ethanol, also referred 
to as grain alcohol, is relatively easy 

to make in about a week and only 
requires corn, water, yeast, sugar, heat 
and time.
 Despite losing favor as a single-
substance fuel source, ethanol got into 
the gas tank again in the 1920s, when 
Standard Oil started adding it to their 
gas to boost octane in an attempt to 
reduce knocking in engines. With the 
Depression in full swing in the 1930s, 
Americans could buy a substance 
called “gasohol,” which had 5-10% 
ethanol mixed in with the gas. During 
World War Two, with so much US 
manufacturing and production 

committed to the war effort, ethanol 
was again popular as a fuel. Following 
the end of  the war, however, ethanol 
disappeared from the gas supply 
in the US as the nation enjoyed 
unprecedented economic success.
 The oil crisis of  the 1970s 
brought ethanol back into vogue, and 
Congress created the wave, starting 
with the Solar Energy Research, 
Development and Demonstration Act 
of  1974, which created incentives and 
subsidies for companies researching 
the conversion of  organic material 
into energy. The Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) got into the 
act in 1973 by starting the long phase-
out of  lead in gasoline, a process 
complete by 1986. Ethanol found its 
way into nearly every gallon of  gas 
sold in the US during that time as an 

anti-knock additive; suddenly 
important due to the missing 
benefits of  having lead in the 
mixture.
   In 1978, the Energy Tax Act 
reintroduced the term gasohol, 
defining it as gasoline blended 
with at least 10% ethanol. 
This law effectively created a 
$0.40 per gallon subsidy for 
ethanol producers, spurring 
production of  the volatile liquid 
in 10 distillation facilities that 
eventually produced upwards 
of  50 million gallons of  ethanol 
every year. In just under a year, 
Amoco, Chevron (formerly 
Standard Oil), Texaco and other 
major refiners were pumping 
millions of  gallons of  ethanol-
blended gasoline into American 
fuel tanks.
 Congress boosted its support 

of  ethanol production throughout 
the 1980s, starting with the Energy 
Security Act in 1980 that guaranteed 
a million dollars in loans for any 
firm willing to put up 90% of  the 
construction costs for an ethanol 
plant. That same year saw barriers go 
up against importing foreign ethanol. 
By 1984, there were over 160 ethanol 
plants in the US and the government 
was covering $0.60 of  every gallon 
of  ethanol produced in the country. 
Even this massive subsidy wasn’t 
enough, though, and by the end of  
the following year, nearly 50% of  the 

ethanol plants had gone bust. Ethanol 
subsidies didn’t drop below $0.50/
gallon until the last few years. In 2011, 
Congress acted to remove completely 
the $0.45/gallon ethanol subsidy 
effective 1 January 2012. That had 
the effect of  popping gas prices up a 
little over four cents a gallon almost 
immediately.
 The idea of  using gas blended with 
8-10% ethanol in winter to control 
carbon monoxide emissions got its 
official start in Colorado in 1988; in 
1992, amendments to the Clean Air 
Act mandated the wintertime use of  
ethanol in gas in 39 urban regions in 
the US — regions where the EPA said 
the emissions danger to the ozone 
layer was the highest. A dozen states 
boosted the subsidies in the mid-1990s 
due to poor corn harvests forcing corn 
prices higher, which caused ethanol 
producers’ material costs to skyrocket, 
despite many — if  not all — of  them 
switching from coal to natural gas 
for their power source. The federal 
subsidy on ethanol remained above 
$0.50 a gallon throughout the 1990s 
and into the 21st century.

In the 1980s and 1990s, the refining 
industry started using an additive 

in gasoline called methyl tertiary 
butyl ether, or MTBE. MTBE is 
made by fusing together natural gas 
and petroleum. Unfortunately, by the 
end of  the 20th century, scientists 
and environmentalists found enough 
MTBE in America’s water supply 
for the states, and eventually the 
federal government, to start banning 
its use, a process completed in 2003. 
MTBE was replaced by ethyl tertiary 
butyl ether, ETBE — a substance 
made by fusing together ethanol and 
petroleum, further increasing the 
percentage of  ethanol pushed into 
every gallon of  gas. However, the 
amount of  ETBE in a gallon of  gas 
isn’t included in the measurement of  
how much ethanol is in a gallon of  
gas, because ETBE is considered an 
additive instead of  one of  the base 
ingredients.
 The Energy Independence and 
Security Act of  2007 basically 
ensured the perpetual presence of  
ethanol in America’s gasoline supply, 
legislating the use of  36 billion gallons 
of  ethanol and other substances be 
blended into the fuel supply by 2022. 



Yes, Virginia, there is BMW
motorcycle service in
Charlottesville.

Classic Twins (1970 and later)
K bikes and Oilheads
Repairs and maintenance
Tire installation
Roadside rescue

Anton Largiadèr
(434) 295-0496 (h)
(434) 409-3767 (m)

anton@largiader.com
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Currently, ethanol production is well 
over seven billion gallons a year, 
possibly as high as 10 billion gallons 
or more.
 Ethanol is considered a green fuel 
because it comes from a renewable 
resource — corn. However, every 
ear of  corn that gets mashed to 
make ethanol is an ear of  corn that 
doesn’t get processed into cattle 
feed, corn meal, high fructose corn 
syrup or tortillas. It’s touted by the 
ethanol production industry as “clean 
burning,” “high octane” and a “job 
creator.” Speaking out against its use 
is therefore tantamount to political 
suicide for any public office holder 
willing to take on this issue.
 It’s well known the damage that 
alcohol can do to the body. We 
consume ethyl alcohol (ethanol) in 
massive quantities as a society. When 
it’s consumed, it gets front-of-the-
line service inside our bodies, getting 
processed ahead of  nearly everything 
else we might consume at the same 
time. Alcohol’s processing starts in the 
stomach, where the dehydrogenase 
enzyme starts to break it down; 
most of  it gets absorbed in the small 
intestine, but about a tenth of  it goes 
out through exhalation, perspiration 
and urination. From the small 
intestine, alcohol gets carried to the 
liver in the bloodstream, where that 
organ attacks it as a poison, trying 
desperately to clean it out of  the blood 
and return the body to equilibrium. 
In addition to the damage this 
substance does to our society through 
the scourges of  alcoholism and drunk 
driving, it can also contribute to a 
myriad of  health problems such as 
cancer, heart disease, obesity, hyper- 
and hypoglycemia, kidney disease, 
liver disease and other syndromes.

The current blend of  about 10% 
ethanol in each gallon of  gas, 

while perhaps not totally ideal, is 
easily processed by modern internal 
combustion engines, from the two-
stroke thumpers in weed eaters 
and lawn mowers to the massive 
V-12 behemoths in supercars. This 
mixture, referred to as E10, has been 
in more or less continuous use for two 
generations. As long as it’s not stored 
for long periods of  time, it doesn’t 
attract much water, gum up too many 
fuel systems or damage any vehicle 

components. For most car drivers, 
this isn’t too much of  a problem; as 
Americans, we’re a car culture, and 
we drive a lot, burning up about 400 
million gallons of  gas every single day.
 As motorcyclists, it’s this cycle 
of  storage we need to be carefully 
attuned to. While pure gas — or E0 
as it’s referred to by refiners — can go 
“stale,” lose its volatility and gum up 
the works in our carburetors or fuel 
injection systems, the introduction 
of  ethanol into the gasoline both 
accelerates and exacerbates this 
process, causing more problems and 
damage and doing it more quickly, 
even with “just” E10, compared to E0. 
This is the main reason it’s important 
to add a fuel stabilizer, such as Sta-
Bil, to the fuel system of  a motorcycle 
being stored with a gas in the tank 
for any extended period of  time. The 
stabilizer prevents the staleness and 
keeps especially the ethanol in the 
solution from absorbing water.
 It’s 2012 and the world is changing. 
July was the hottest month in the 
United States since 1936, continuing 
an upward temperature trend that’s 
been going on since at least 1900 
and accelerating since 2000. One 
of  the results of  that ongoing trend 
has manifested this year in a terrible 
drought torturing literally more than 
half  the nation. In 2000, corn cost 
about $110 per metric ton (2205 lbs.), 
or about $2.82 per bushel (56 lbs.). 
In 2008, corn prices spiked to $293/
mt ($7.50/bushel), dropping to about 
$150/mt ($3.84/bushel) in 2009; due 
to the drought now, however, corn is 
going for just over $338/mt ($8.66/
bushel). The drought is not predicted 
to get better this year and may, in 
fact, extend over the next two to three 
years, driving corn and other food 
prices up for possibly the next five 
years.
 One bushel of  corn, processed 
properly, only results in two and 
a half  gallons of  ethanol. That’s 
enough to manufacture 25 gallons 
of  E10. Unfortunately, only the 
more difficult — and thus more 
costly — wet-milling method of  
processing corn yields ethanol; the 
good news, however, is that wet-
milling for ethanol production creates 
byproducts such as 12 pounds of  
cattle feed, three pounds of  corn 
meal, a pound and a half  of  corn 

oil and 17 pounds of  carbon dioxide, 
generally captured to use as an industrial 
refrigerant or to fizz up carbonated 
beverages. (Processing and output data 
from North Dakota State University.)
 Even before factoring in the 
transportation, processing and storage 
costs for diluting gasoline with ethanol, 
we could see an immediate drop in 
the cost of  gasoline, not to mention an 
immediate improvement in the quality 
of  gas. Such disparate groups as the 
US Department of  Agriculture and 
the International Food Policy Research 
Group agree, both issuing reports in 
August 2012 that point to a causal 
relationship between the ongoing 
drought and high (and rising) corn prices. 
Even 182 members of  Congress agree 
simply removing, even temporarily, the 
ethanol requirements for gasoline could 
bring down corn prices — not to mention 
gas prices. Holding fast to its position that 
ethanol reduces the amount of  pollutants 
spewed by internal combustion engines, 
the EPA has so far refused to agree to 
even a temporary waiver of  the ethanol 
requirements.

There may never be a day when our 
gasoline is free from ethanol, but 

perhaps we can see an end to the calls to 
increase the percentage of  each gallon of  
gas that is given over to ethanol. Maybe 
the popularity of  the HBO television 
series “Boardwalk Empire” will help in 
that arena, as it’s boosted the demand for 
moonshine — or at least the legal versions 
of  corn whiskey. Corn, after all, belongs 
in our bellies, not in our gas tanks.

Data and statistics gathered from the following websites:
 www.fuel-testers.com www.gpreinc.com
 www.ifpri.org www.upi.com

http://www.largiader.com/shop
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Winter storage Tech tips from George Mangicaro

For some, this riding season 
is nearing an end. That 

fact brings rise to the usual 
question of how to store a 
bike for the winter to ensure 
a trouble-free start next year. 
There are too many variables 
to give a definitive answer. 
How long you plan on storing 
and the bike itself are big 
factors in determining what 
you should do. One way to 
help in the spring is to make 
a list of what you do now to 
store the bike. 
 Everyone seems to have 
an opinion as to what is best. 
Sometime that opinion is 
based on facts, other times 
myths.  I will start with the 
few things that most people 
agree on.

LOCATION: If possible 
store the bike indoors at 
constant temperature and 
humidity. Anything above 
freezing will do. A cool, dry, 
and even dark place is best.  

FLUIDS: Change all the 
fluids. Brake fluid is the most 
important and often neglected 
fluid to change. Old brake 
fluid is very corrosive and is 
the cause of many high-cost 
repairs.

PRESSURE: Pump up 
tire pressures to sidewall 
maximum. Tires will usually 
lose pressure over time, so in 
the spring make sure you check 
the pressure and set them 

to correct riding pressures. 
If you have a center stand, 
use it. Additionally, if you can 
balance the bike so both tires 
are off the ground, do so. It 
is best to use a wide-platform 
scissor jack; hydraulic jacks 
can drop over time. If you do 
not have a center stand, move 
the bike around periodically to 
change what part of the tire is 
in contact with the ground. 

BATTERY: I covered this 
topic in an earlier BTS. [See 
the January 2012 issue —Ed. ]

Now I’ll look into some 
of the greyer areas of 

storage; the things that aren’t 
always widely discussed

http://www.bobsbmw.com
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George owns Beemers Über Alles, an

independent BMW shop in Manassas, VA.

CRITTERS: A lot of people 
take the term “mothballing” 
literally and will stuff 
mothballs into every corner 
of their bike, the hope being 
that it will keep mice from 
nesting inside the air box or 
chewing on wires. A hungry 
cat in the garage will probably 
do that job better, you’ll just 
have to keep the cat off the 
bike. Mothballs will probably 
keep the cat away.  On a 
more modern front, several 
companies sell cone-shaped 
silicone plugs for intakes and 
exhaust pipes. Chemical pest 
repellants are also available.

COVERS: If you want to 
cover the bike it is best to buy 
a cover that was designed 
for long-term storage. A blue 
plastic roof tarp is not a viable 
option. May people use old 
bed sheets; if you do this, 
100% cotton is best. 
 If you’re forced to store your 
bike outdoors, buy a good 
quality cover designed for 
long-term outdoor storage; 
a bike bubble is ideal for 
this option. Do not cover the 
bike with any non-breathable 
material. If you park the bike 
on grass and cover it with a 
roof tarp, you will be trapping 
all the moisture that rises out 
of the ground. 

WASH IT: In theory it is best 
to remove any contaminates 
from the surface, so washing 
your bike before long-term 
storage is a good idea. Be 
careful what you use to clean 
the bike with. If you use a 
cleaner that leaves a residue, 
you could cause more trouble 
for yourself. Unless you run 
the bike after cleaning you 
will have pools of water and 
possibly cleaning agent in 
places that are difficult to 
get to. Covering a wet bike 
that was washed with a 

strong detergent may cause 
corrosion or discoloration of 
clear plastics.

ENGINE: Conventional wis-
dom says never to start a 
motor unless it will reach full 
operating temperature. If you 
do not reach full operating 
temperature, you run the 
risk of increasing acid levels 
in the engine oil. Some say 
that starting a bike for short 
periods of time, less than 
one minute for example, 
has rewards that outweigh 
the risk of engine damage. 
They argue that starting the 
engine will keep a film of oil 
on the engine internals and 
prevent direct metal-on-
metal contact. Additionally, 
they argue that having the 
fuel pump run and pass 
fuel through the injectors 
is better than any chemical 
fuel additive for long-term 
storage.

FUEL TANK: This is the 
big one, and it also has the 
most answers. For bike with 

carburetors, fill the tank and 
add the same additive you 
used in 1960 (Sta-Bil has been 
around a long time), drain 
the float bowls and enjoy the 
winter. Fuel-injected bikes 
are where the trouble starts. 
Due to the alcohol levels in 
modern fuels, the old tricks 
do not always work. Some 
use the old-school approach 
and let bike sit for months 
with no problems, others 
have had fuel pumps fail or 
injectors stick in just a few 
weeks. I am not a chemist nor 
do I play one on the Internet, 
therefore I am not qualified 
to say for certain what causes 
this discrepancy in results. 
The best advice I can give is 
this: If what you did last year 
worked, do that again this 
year. If this is your first year 
storing your bike, keep notes 
of what you do and hope for 
the best.  At least then you’ll 
know what to do — or not to 
do — next year.

Tim Mudrick, whose 1996 R1100GS is pictured above, shows one method of winter storage for 
motorcycles. While this might not be the most popular method, it certainly is low maintenance!



As most touring riders know, the real benefits 
of a tank bag are having access to and 

retrieving frequently used (or anticipated) items 
quickly, as well as having a map holder. While not 
nearly as personal as what a Scot wears under 
his kilt, some touring riders are, nonetheless, 
still reluctant to reveal what they carry. Having 
peered into the inner sanctum of many tank 
bags, I have finally unlocked the mystery. In 
brief, what riders ultimately carry really depends 
on the weather and duration of the sojourn. 
 On day trips, this might include a bottle of 
water, eye drops, lip balm, sunscreen, cleaning 
cloth, spare earplugs, sunglasses, flashlight, 
tire air gauge, Leatherman/multi-purpose tool, 
maps and a snack bar. For longer trips, I’ve 
heard of riders carrying all the above plus an 
electric vest, spare gloves, binoculars, bungee 
cords, tools, bike cover, towel, extra face 
shield, water bladder, rain suit and first aid kit. 
For those who have their tankbag wired, a cell 
phone, iPod, CB and satellite radio complete the 
list. For some riders, size does matter since it 
means that they can expand their tank bag to its 
fullest in order to carry more equipment – this 
is particularly true during the winter months.  
 While there are no hard and fast rules of 
what to put in a tank bag, there are a couple of 
things that I’d recommend not carrying. To avoid 
marring the gas tank, I suggest that heavier 
items like tools be place elsewhere on the bike; 
somewhere like the saddlebags, topcase or in a 
tail bag. Since tank bags can be quickly removed 
and, therefore, easily stolen — particularly those 
with magnetic mounts — I would caution against 
placing expensive equipment or important items 
and documents there. Things like a wallet, 
camera(s), cell phone, passport, registration and 
insurance documents should be carried in your 
riding suit or concealed in a more permanent 
storage location like a locked saddlebag. In other 
words, any items that might be hard to replace 
or otherwise ruin or impede your trip should be 
closely guarded and secured — including things 
that would have little or no value to a thief like 
gas receipts or a trip log if you’re participating in 
an endurance rally or other long distance event.
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Long distance touring tips
By Bill Shaw

Bill Shaw is the Editor-in-Chief of the Iron Butt Magazine and has been a BMWBMW 
member since 1994. He has also served BMWBMW as its President, VP, Secretary 
and Rally Chairman on two occasions. For more safety-related articles like this, I’d 
suggest subscribing to the IBA magazine – it’s only $20 a year and you don’t need to 
be a member to subscribe! --Ed.

An ongoing series

What’s in your tank bag?

http://www.motorcyclevirginia.com
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Product review: Cortech Super 10 tank bag
By Tina Fraembs

I have been so fickle when it comes to tank 
bags. Trying to find the right combination of 

size, pockets and features is not an easy thing 
to do. I’ve tried tank bags from super tiny to 
monster-sized, all with different shapes and 
different functions. At one point I had three 
tank bags in my possession — and they were 
all the same size. I finally dumped them all 
and started over. Knowing my riding style and 
preferences of what features I like, I started 
searching the Internet for more options.
 I love using a tank bag when I go on trips 
but it did take some time and practice to find 
the right one. Just like anything else, it’s a trial 
and error sort of thing. What do you actually 
need or what do you actually want to have 
accessible to you? That’s the biggest question. 
I like to have a place to put a bottle of water, 
some snacks, a pen, camera, cap, and of 
course my riding buddy, Bertha. The Cortech 
Super 10 tank bag just seems to be the right 
size for me. I can put everything I need and 
then some. I like the pocket on top to hold 
my sunglasses, it’s a great place to protect 
small things like this but keep them easily 
accessible. I like the pockets for pens and the 
back pockets for any documents such as rally 
info, maps or other important documents that 
you may need to grab. The clear plastic pocket 
on top is just the right size to stash an index 
card with directions on it that you can easily 
read at a glance. There’s a small pocket in 
the front that you can store some ear plugs, 
a credit card, toll receipt or ticket from a gate 
entrance. 
 The Super 10’s only real downside is that it 
does not have an attachable rain cover. I’ve 
ridden through so many rain showers that I 
know an attached cover is very convenient. 
I may look in to trying to attach the one that 
comes with this tank bag.
 All in all, I really like this tank bag. Like 
anything else, if you go to big, you’ll just fill it 
with junk you don’t need; luckily you can’t say 
the same about horsepower!
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“Just how the heck old ARE 
you, anyway?”

 The question was posed by 
a typically direct Westerner as 
I waited by my bike for my son, 
John, who was in a convenience 
mart. This wasn’t the typical start 
to the many conversations I had 
with strangers over the course of 
my several-week-long journey to 
the West Coast and back, but it 
was the most amusing.
 My husband John and I left 
Reston, VA, on June 9, 2012, 
for the BMW RA Rally in Copper 
Mountain, CO, totally stoked that 

John Jr. was riding from California 
to meet us there. It would be 
his first BMW rally, and the first 
opportunity for this 69-year-old 
great-grandmother (who started 
riding when she was 60) to ride 
with her son – and in the beautiful 
Colorado mountains to boot! John 
Sr. was on his 2002 R1150RT, 
and, being a weather wimp and 
anticipating cold weather in the 
mountains, I loaded my 2009 
F650GS Twin to the gills with both 
summer and winter gear.
 We took a southern route, 
heading west on I-64 and then 
U.S. 50, collecting state signs 
for BMWBMW’s Great States 
Tour 2012 as we went. Sadly, my 
beautifully made laminated contest 
number blew away somewhere in 

Indiana when I forgot to unclip 
it from the rear of my bike 
before leaving a rest area. In 
my defense, I was distracted. 
While I was snapping my state-
sign photo, a man got out of his 
car next to me and (I swear) 
began walking a large turtle. I 
wasn’t the only one amazed.
 The ride was pleasant and 
uneventful until we encountered 
the strong southwesterly 
winds and blowing dust that 
dogged us all across Kansas 
and eastern Colorado. As we 
pulled into Pueblo, CO — the 
farthest west I had ever been 
on the bike — we could SEE the 
Rockies and knew our reunion 
with our son was soon to be. 
However, at the first stoplight, I 
noticed that when I upshifted to 
second gear, the bike behaved 

as if it couldn’t pull itself, 
then suddenly “caught” 
and resumed speed.
  This happened at 
several more lights, 
until we stopped to fill 
up, after which the bike 
wouldn’t start at all. After 
a tow (many thanks to 
Progressive Insurance), 
Pikes Peak Motorsport 
in Colorado Springs 
determined that my bike 
needed a new fuel pump, 
but the service manager 
said they had none in 
stock. It seemed my 
dream of riding with my 
son was not to be.
  John Sr. rode on to 
the rally site and I 
followed in a rental car. 
Before leaving Colorado 

Springs, we stopped at the 
dealership to pick up my 
luggage. The service manager 
sympathetically asked how I 
was doing and tears flowed 
as I explained that my dream 
was ruined. Thursday evening 
at Copper Mountain, we had 
a wonderful time visiting with 
John Jr. and introducing him 
to BMWBMW members. To my 
great surprise, the BMW shop 
called late that evening and 
announced that my bike was 
ready! They had located a fuel 
pump, the chief mechanic and 
service manager stayed late to 
get it installed, and I was good 
to go. Our son thinks it was the 
tears that did it.

 The next morning, John 
Jr. followed me down to the 
shop on his 2002 R1150RT 
(same color as, but about four 
months older than, his Dad’s). 
We returned the rental car, 
retrieved my bike (now whole 
again) and I followed John back 
to Copper Mountain, reveling in 
the ride.
 As we were packing to leave 
the rally, John Jr. mentioned 
casually that his elder daughter, 
Mattie, said on the phone that 
she would sure love it if Nana 
could come home with Dad. On 
no more encouragement than 
that, I set off following him to 
Salinas, CA, while John Sr. went 
home to spring Beemer the 
Wonder Cat from the kennel.
 We had bought a set of Butler 
Maps at the rally, and John Jr. 
happily selected every Gold 
Road he could possibly work 
into our route. In addition, he 
especially wanted to ride the 
famous, scenic Highway 12 in 
Utah.
 We were about 30 miles 
north of Escalante, UT, on 
Highway 12 when I began to 
notice a wobble in the bike, 
and thought perhaps the front 
tire was going bad. John rode 
the bike briefly and urged 
that I ride very slowly and 
carefully down the mountain to 
Escalante. Escalante is small, 
but to our good fortune there 
is a local motorcycle mechanic. 
The rather eccentric, but very 
knowledgeable about BMWs, 
Desert Doctor confirmed there 
was big trouble with the bike. 
He checked the front wheel 
and then pulled the rear, 
whereupon dozens of pieces 
of wheel bearing tumbled out 
onto the ground. Worse yet, 
the wheel itself was damaged 
and unserviceable.
 Checking around indicated 
there were no rear wheels 
available for that model 
anywhere in the U.S., but BMW 
Motorcycles of Utah in Sandy, 
near Salt Lake City, said that 
they could get one overnight. 
So, the second tow of the trip 
was underway (thanks again, 
Progressive). John got to finish 
riding Highway 12 and met me 
at the dealership. The Service 
Manager was barely apologetic 
as he admitted that he had 
made a mistake and there were 

The other way
to get a new bike

By Jody Douglas
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indeed no rear wheels for that 
bike in the U.S. It would be 
as long as two weeks before 
one could be obtained from 
Germany. I couldn’t imagine 
myself waiting in Utah for 
two weeks, and besides, my 
granddaughters Mattie and 
Grace were expecting me in a 
few days!

How could I continue the 
ride with John? I asked a 

salesman if we could somehow 
work out a trade. He said 
he had no bikes of that type 
for sale, but right then the 
finance manager walked up 
and announced that a 2012 
F650GS, still in the crate, had 
just come in from Germany. 
John asked them to prepare it 
for a test ride the next day, and 
we rode two-up on his RT to a 
very nice motel at the base of 
the mountains.
 The next morning, while we 
waited for the test ride, John 
took me up to Alta, UT, one of 
his favorite skiing destinations. 
It was a beautiful day and 
beautiful countryside, and 
my spirits were lifting by the 
minute. We returned to the 
dealership and I rode the bike, 
decided that, even though it 
was not factory-lowered like 
my 2009 was, its taller stance 
was not an issue for me, and I 
traded bikes on the spot. Well, 
not exactly “on the spot.” I was 
a little leery of jumping into an 
unexpected purchase. It took 
several calls to Virginia, during 
which John Sr. reassured me 
and encouraged me to go for it.
 After a hot afternoon 
transferring all the farkles 
from one bike to the other, 
we returned to our motel for 
a swim and a free social hour 
with wine and cheese. We 
headed out the next morning 
along I-80, crossing the edge 
of the Great Salt Lake and then 
the Bonneville Salt Flats. By 
the end of the first day back on 
the road, we had completed the 
new bike’s break-in miles!
 After a great ride in Utah 
and Nevada (notwithstanding 
punishing winds south of 
Reno), we rode across the 
Sierra Nevadad on California 
Route 4 — which included a 
phenomenal ride over Ebbetts 
Pass — and on to Salinas.

 Following a very pleasant 
stay with my son and his 
family, my ride from Salinas 
took me up the coast along 
the Redwood Highway and the 
Coast Highway to Portland and 
a visit with old friends in Joseph, 
OR. From there I chose to head 
home the most expedient way, 
taking interstate highways 
through Idaho and the windy 
(again!) states of Wyoming, 
Nebraska and Iowa. One brief 
detour took me to Bear Lake 
northeast of Logan, UT, a side-
trip well worth taking if you’re 
ever in the neighborhood.
 One day in eastern Nebraska 
I met a kind man on a new K 
bike; he was headed to the 
BMW MOA Rally in Sedalia, MO. 
I had been lucky with weather 
so far, but as a huge area of 
blackening sky loomed ahead, 
I decided not to press my luck 
and stopped under an overpass 
to put on rain gear. The K-rider 
(I wish I had asked his name!) 
pulled over and put on his rain 
gear too, then rode with me 
toward what looked like an 
approaching tornado. 
 Eventually, without getting 
more than a sprinkle (that 
is, the rain gear wasn’t even 
needed), we rode through a 
stretch of about a half-mile 
where hail blanketed the 

ground on both sides of the road. 
Imagine trying to ride in a sudden 
hail burst! By sheer luck, we had 
dodged those icy bullets. The rider 
stayed with me until Newton, IA, 
where I needed to stop for gas. I 
really appreciated how he looked 
after me until the danger passed, 
even though my pokiness was 
certainly reducing his average 
speed.
 The trip was one I’ll never forget. 
The joy of spending several days 
riding with my son through the 
incredible scenery of the American 
West, the old friends I was able 
to visit, the many improbably 
beautiful scenes I encountered, 
and the other riders I met along 
the road made it the highlight of 
my riding life so far. I envy those 
of you who have done the cross-
country trip multiple times.
 Crossing the Mississippi River 
into Illinois, where we lived for 
many years, I was back in familiar 
territory. From there it was only 
800-some miles to Virginia and 
the comforts of being reunited 
with John Sr., being comfy in our 
very own bed, and being tolerated 
by Beemer the Wonder Cat.

Opposite: Jody’s old, red bike (photo by John Sr.).
Above: Jody with her new, yellow and black bike (Photo by John Jr.).
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Most of us have undertaken a tour of some sort on a motorbike, whether 
it’s a couple of days with your mates somewhere for the weekend or 

a couple of weeks around the country. For motorcyclists, more often than 
not it’s the journey which is more interesting than the destination. How 
many of you though, have shipped your bike to a faraway destination, 
ridden for a few weeks and then shipped it back home again? One or two 
I’m sure, but an increasing number of motorcyclists are doing just that 
to experience motorcycling in New Zealand. Some even take the easier 
option and rent a motorcycle on arrival in the Land of the Long White 
Cloud to commence their touring experience.
 For many, New Zealand is the land of sheep and the mighty All Blacks 
rugby team, but for those in the know, NZ also represents motorcycling 
nirvana. New Zealand is roughly the same size as the US state of Colorado, 
or Japan; big enough to see plenty of varying terrain but small enough 
not to have daunting distances. Both the North and South Islands are 
roughly of similar size and there are regular inter-island ferry sailings 
traversing the three-hour journey of Cook Strait. Foreign motorcyclists 
are always pleasantly surprised how readily kiwi motorcyclists return a 
wave, or to receive help from fellow motorcyclists if they break down on 
the side of the road.
 If you have ever considered motorcycling in New Zealand, you will be 
in for a treat. The North Island has the volcanic activity and great beaches 
with many awe inspiring coastal roads, whilst the South Island has the 
majestic mountains, sweeping forests, relatively uncongested roads and 
wide open spaces. If one is pushed for time, two weeks motorcycling can 
adequately cover the major points of interest throughout New Zealand.
 Summer, from November through to March, is the main touring season 
and indeed in the month of February, both islands are jam-packed with 
touring motorcyclists. Highways in New Zealand are classified by a State 
Highway (SH) numbering system and virtually all are tar-sealed. Many 
of New Zealand rural tar-seal roads are undulating and windy, so it is 
relatively easy to approach a corner with too much speed. South Island 
roads are of a better quality tar-seal than the North Island roads due to 
a ready supply of river shingle for seal chip.
 Whilst there are thousands of kilometres of gravel roads in the rural 
parts of New Zealand, nearly all arterial roads are tar-sealed, though 
in the more remote areas, motorcyclists do have to pay attention to 

the locality of fuel stations — petrol is currently (August 
2012) about NZ$2.15/litre. Also to factor in are many one-

New Zealand on two wheels By Robert Scott

lane bridges throughout the country, and each 
bridge with their own give-way protocol, which 
can easily catch out an unsuspecting motorist. 
The maximum speed limit in New Zealand is 100 
kmh (62 mph) and usually 50 kmh (30 mph) in 
urban areas — speed cameras and traffic police 
are a common sight on kiwi roads.
 There is an instant 28-day loss of your 
drivers’ license if caught exceeding 140 kmh (86 
mph), and a demerit points system is in place 
for lesser infringements.  Earlier this year New 
Zealand changed its right-hand turn give-way 
(yield) road rule of the past 35 years to that of 
the international community, which brings the 
right-hand turn rule in line with Australia.

Three recognized must-ride routes within the 
New Zealand motorcycling community for 

the North Island start from Auckland are: the 
Northland loop, the Round East Cape Run and 
the Volcanic Plateau. The 1,000 km Northland 
three-day loop and the four-day, 1,200 km 
Round East Cape Run are excellent for multi-
day excursions. The Volcanic Plateau 200 km 
is a day ride loop from Taupo passing the 
three central North Island volcanoes of Mount 
Tongariro, Ngauruhoe and Ruapehu.
 For the South Island the must-ride routes 
are the world-famous 120 km State Highway 94 
(Milford Sound Road), which is hard to beat with 
majestic mountains and alpine scenery. Also not 
to be missed is SH6, which goes the length of the 
South Island and includes the remote Westland 
coastal forests and accessible glaciers. If you’re 
looking for New Zealand’s motorcycling festival 
calendar show-piece, then the four-day Burt 
Munro Challenge held in mid-November will be 
for you. [Munro was a kiwi Bonneville Salt Flats 
motorcycle speed king from the 1960s, played 
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Breakfast rides are 
informal gatherings of 

members who meet for 
breakfast and often a ride 
afterwards. Not all members 
participate in the after-
meal rides and some like to 
show up solely for the ride. 
Interested? Arrive early, 
introduce yourself and be 
ready to have fun. Look 
for the tables with helmets 
and jackets piled on or near 
them and don’t be shy.
 If you’d like more 
information, or to volunteer 
to lead a ride one weekend, 
contact Ed Phelps, the 
Rides Committee Chair. You 
can also find out more by 
perusing the “Rides to Eat” 
section of the BMWBMW 
online forums.

1st Sunday
  8 a.m.

BALTIMORE 
BREAKFAST RIDE

GOLDEN CORRAL,
7908 Rossville Boulevard, 
Baltimore, MD 21236. To 
have a reminder e-mail 
sent to you the week
before the breakfast, 
send your e-mail address 
to Jim Pellenbarg,
jpellenbarg@juno.com.

3rd Sunday
  10 a.m.

MARYLAND 
BREAKFAST RIDE

THE COZY,
103 Frederick Road, 
Thurmont, MD 21788. 
Take I-270 N to Frederick 
and continue north on
US 15. Take the first 
Thurmont exit. Turn right 
at the first stop sign, 
then left at the first traf-
fic light. Go 1/4-mile and 
look to the left.

4th Sunday
  9 a.m.

VIRGINIA
BREAKFAST RIDE

CHUCKWAGON,
12846-A Fitzwater Drive, 
Nokesville, VA 20181. 
Easily reached via I-66, 
US 29 and VA 28. From 
28, turn S/SE on Fitz-
water, then cross the rail-
road tracks and look to 
the left. Riders gather in 
the back room.

Robert runs Two Wheel Touring 
out of Mangawhai, Auckland, 
New Zealand. His website is

www.twowheeltouring.co.nz.

Above: Molesworth, 
about 200 km north-
west of Christchurch

Far left: Homer 
Tunnel, near Milford 
Sound in the south-
west of the South 
Island

Left: Coromandel, 
about 150 km from 
Auckland by road and 
50 km as the crow 
flies.

by Anthony Hopkins in the film “World’s Fastest 
Indian” –Ed.] The Burt Munro Challenge festival 
features all sorts of motorcycle racing and is 
located at the southernmost city of Invercargill.
 One thing you cannot escape in New Zealand 
is the drizzle and/or rain and even if you plan to 
ride in the height of summer, expect to encoun-
ter wet weather at some point of your motorcy-
cle vacation. It always surprises me that when 
kiwi motorcyclists regale their bike yarns from 
yester-year, they always seem to remember the 
rides that involved inclement weather.

 New Zealand is one of the few countries in the world where Suzuki 
is regularly the annual top-selling motorcycle marque, and with Honda 
second, they both have dealerships in nearly all the provincial main centres 
of the country, should any problems be encountered. BMW, Yamaha and 
Kawasaki have dealerships dotted around the country, whereas Harley 
Davidson dealerships are not quite as prolific. Like any tour, failing to 
plan is planning to fail; however, having said that, New Zealand is an 
easy country in which to wing it and to motorcycle tour on a day-to-day 
basis. The next time your having your mates around for a few drinks 
and a barbeque, consider raising the topic of a kiwi motorcycle touring 
experience next summer.

Breakfast rides
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Winter is upon us; some parts of 
the DC area even saw a little 

snow in the first week of November. 
According to Doug Kammerer, the 
Farmer’s Almanac and my left leg, 
it’s going to be a harder winter than 
we had last year. I’m not predicting 
as much snow as we got in 2010, 
but it’s going to be close.
 Once your motorcycle is prepped 
for long–term idleness and safely 
ensconced under its cover or in 
the garage, basement or climate-
controlled storage space, there’s 
really not much else to do than 
run your gear through the washing 
machine, hang it up to dry and wait 
for the temperature to stay above 
freezing long enough to melt the 
ice off the roads. The Touratech 
catalog has a certain appeal, as 
do those from Aerostich and other 
gear, apparel and farkle companies, 
but what you really need is some 
knowledge and/or entertainment to 
keep your mind firmly upright and 
on two wheels.
 Sure, you could always bury 
yourself in the Horizons Unlimited 
website, but maybe it’s time to step 
away from the Internet for a while 
and curl up with a good book — or 
at least an e–reader.
 You know what’s not on this list? 
Robert Pirsig’s Zen and the Art of 
Motorcycle Maintenance. Unless 
you’re really, REALLY into hardcore, 
self-introspective philosophy, it’s 
not the kind of book most people 
will enjoy reading. Yes, it focuses 
on a long journey by motorcycle 
and yes, it even features a classic 
BMW R60, but it’s also one of the 
densest, least reader–friendly 
tomes ever to be mistaken for a 
motorcycle book. Do yourself a 
favor and skip it — move right on 
to one of the following books that 
you’re sure to enjoy.

(e) denotes a book available in an 
electronic version

* denotes one of my favorites

SKILLS & KNOWLEDGE
• A Twist of the Wrist: The 

Motorcycle Road Racers’ 
Handbook (two volumes) by 
Keith Code

• * Adventure Motorcycling: 
Everything You Need to Plan 
and Complete the Journey of a 
Lifetime by Robert Wicks

• The Adventure Motorcycling 
Handbook: Worldwide 
Motorcycle Route and Planning 
Guide (now 6th edition) by 
Chris Scott

• Adventure Riding Techniques: 
The Essential Guide to All the 
Skills You Need for Off-Road 
Adventure Riding by Robert 
Wicks and Greg Baker

• * Blood, Sweat and Gears: 
Ramblings on Motorcycling and 
Medicine by Flash Gordon, MD

• Blood, Sweat and 2nd Gear: 
More Medicine for Motorcyclists 
by Flash Gordon, MD

• Leanings (two volumes) by 
Peter Egan

• * More Proficient Motorcycling: 
Mastering the Ride by David L. 
Hough (e)

• Motorcycle Roadcraft: The 
Police Rider’s Guide to Better 
Motorcycling by Philip Coyne

• * Proficient Motorcycling: The 
Ultimate Guide to Riding Well 
by David L. Hough (e)

• Ride Hard, Ride Smart: The 
Ultimate Street Strategies for 
Advanced Motorcyclists by 
Patrick Hahn

• Riding in the Zone by Ken 
Condon

• Smooth Riding the Pridmore 
Way by Reg Pridmore and 
Geoff Drake

• Sport Riding Techniques: How to 
Develop Real-World Skills for 
Speed, Safety and Confidence 
on the Street and Track by 
Nick Ienatsch

• Stayin’ Safe: The Art and 
Science of Riding Really Well 
by Lawrence Grodsky and Pete 
Tamblyn

• Total Control: High Performance 
Street Riding Techniques by 
Lee Parks (e)

• The Upper Half of the Motorcycle 
by Bernt Spiegel

GENERAL INTEREST
• Against the Wind: A Rider’s 

Account of the Incredible Iron 
Butt Rally by Ron Ayres

• American Borders: A Solo 
Circumnavigation of the United 
States on a Russian Sidecar 
Motorcycle by Carla King (e)

• By Any Means: The Brand 
New Adventure from Wicklow 
to Wollongong by Charley 
Boorman (e)

• * Chasing Dakar: A Rider’s 
Guide to Adventure Riding, 
Rally Preparation and Racing 
by Johnathan Edwards, MD and 
Scot Harden, Deborah Truscott 
and Scott Cox

• Desert Travels: Motorcycle 
Journeys in the Sahara and 
West Africa by Chris Scott     
(e only)

• Dreaming of Jupiter: In Search 
of the World Thirty Years On 
by Ted Simon (e)

• Extreme Frontiers: Racing 
Across Canada from 
Newfoundland to the Rockies 
by Charley Boorman (e)

• Ghost Rider: Danny Ketch 
Classic, Vol. 1 by Howard 
Mackie, Javier Saltares and 
Mark Texeira (comic/graphic 
novel)

• * Ghost Rider: Travels on the 
Healing Road by Neil Peart (e)

• Hell’s Angel: The Life and Times 
of Sonny Barger and the 
Hell’s Angels Motorcycle Club 
by Sonny Barger and Keith 
Zimmerman (e)

• * Jupiter’s Travels: Four Years 
Around the World on a Triumph 
by Ted Simon (e)

• Lois on the Loose: One Woman, 
One Motorcycle, 20,000 Miles 
Across the Americas by Lois 
Pryce

• The Longest Ride: My Ten-Year 
50,000 Mile Motorcycle Journey 
by Emilio Scotto

• Long Way Down: An Epic 
Journey by Motorcycle from 
Scotland to South Africa by 

Keep your mind sharp — or at least
entertained — over the winter
By Wes Fleming
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Ewan McGregor and Charley 
Boorman (e)

• * Long Way Round: Chasing 
Shadows Across the World by 
Ewan McGregor and Charley 
Boorman (e)

• McQueen’s Machines: The Cars 
and Bikes of a Hollywood 
Icon by Matt Stone and Chad 
McQueen (e)

• * The Mouse and the Motorcycle 
(also Runaway Ralph and 
Ralph S. Mouse) by Beverly 
Cleary, Paul Zelinsky and Louis 
Darling (children’s fiction) (e)

• No Angel: My Harrowing 
Undercover Journey to the 
Inner Circle of the Hell’s 
Angels by Jay Dobyns and Nils 
Johnson-Shelton (e)

• The Old Man and the Harley: A 
Last Ride Through Our Fathers’ 
America by John Newkirk (e)

• One More Day Everywhere: 
Crossing 50 Borders on the 
Road to Global Understanding 
by Glen Heggstad (e)

• The Original Wild Ones: Tales of 
the Boozefighters Motorcycle 
Club by Bill Hayes, Jim 

Quattlebaum and Dave Nichols 
(e)

• * Race to Dakar by Charley 
Boorman (e)

• Red Tape and White Knuckles 
by Lois Pryce

• Right to the Edge: Sydney 
to Tokyo By Any Means by 
Charley Boorman (e)

• * Roadshow: Landscape with 
Drums: A Concert Tour by 
Motorcycle by Neil Peart (e)

• Rugged Road by Theresa 
Wallach (e)

• * Shop Class as Soulcraft: An 
Inquiry into the Value of Work 
by Matthew B. Crawford (e) 

• Standard Catalog of American 
Motorcycles 1898-1981: The 
Only Book to Fully Chronicle 
Every Bike Ever Built by Jerry 
Hatfield

• Storm: A Motorcycle Journey 
of Love, Endurance and 
Transformation by Allen Noren 
(fiction) (e)

• 10 Years on 2 Wheels: 77 
Countries, 250,000 Miles by 
Helge Pedersen

• Two Wheels Through Terror: 
Diary of a South American 
Motorcycle Odyssey by Glen 
Heggstad

• * To Dakar and Back: 21 
Days Across North Africa 
by Motorcycle by Lawrence 
Hacking and Wil de Clercq (e)

• * Under and Alone: The True 
Story of the Undercover Agent 
Who Infiltrated America’s Most 
Violent Outlaw Motorcycle 
Gang by William Queen (e)

• * The Vincent in the Barn: 
Great Stories of Motorcycle 
Archaeology by Tom Cotter and 
David Edwards (e)

Hopefully this short list of books 
will help you stay entertained —
and your mind on motorcycles —
throughout the cold and snowy 
months ahead of us. Enjoy!

If you’re interested in writing a review 
of any of the above books  — or any other 
motorcycle/motorcycling–related book, just 
send an e–mail to editor@bmwbmw.org.

mailto:editor%40bmwbmw.org?subject=book%20review%20idea
http://www.mortonsbmw.com
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More info on the new wethead GSRe-cycled news
By this point, you’ve read all over the 

Internet and even in other magazines 
about the upcoming “wethead” R1200GS 
- now with a water-cooled head. I’d like 
to focus on some of the lesser-publicized 
details of this machine, which is widely 
being touted as the future of BMW boxers.
 BMW has always, it seems, been 
concerned with safety. The new GS features 
a market-leading, four-pod LED daytime 
headlight/running light. The light assembly 
even has a heat sink and a fan to keep the 
lights cool, not to mention a built-in way 
to get rid of any condensation that might 
accumulate inside the fixture. The headlight 
system senses light levels, automatically 
switching back and forth between the LED 
running light and the halogen headlight.
 The left-thumb-accessible rotary Multi-
Controller which debuted on the K1600GT/
GTL finds its way to the new GS. BMW 
claims the thumbwheel speeds the rider’s 
access to all the computerized aspects of 
the bike, as it replaces many individual 

buttons, centralizing control and 
enabling the rider to change 
dozens of parameters without 
taking his left hand off the grip.
 Another BMW first finding its 
way to this GS is that the clutch 
and gearbox are now integrated 
into the engine housing. While 
this certainly shaves some weight 
off the block, until the bike hits 
the streets, there’s no word on 
what maintenance and repair 
tasks this combined housing 
might effect.
 Speaking of the clutch, the 
new GS has a wet clutch. That’s 
right, a sportbike-style, 8-plate 
wet clutch instead of the old, 
tractor-style single-plate dry 
clutch.
 The Telelever and EVO 
Paralever, from a conceptual 
standpoint, are unchanged from 
other cutting-edge BMW bikes. 

Fork tube diameter is down by 
4 millimeters, to 37 mm. This 
was apparently done to make a 
little more room for the radiators 
without having to change the 
steering geometry. The swingarm 
is now on the K-bike side (behind 
the rider’s left leg) and BMW has 
fitted a longer swingarm to the 
new GS - 53 mm longer, or about 
2 inches.
 As has become BMW’s 
tradition with new models, the 
3-button turn signal activation/
cancellation system has been 
replaced with a Japanese-style 
slider switch with push-to-cancel. 
The low/high-beam switch is 
operated by the left forefinger, 
not the thumb, which will have 
to make do with a simple horn 
button.

Dealer’s Corner
Scott Keimig’s

The Dealer’s Corner column is not intended to endorse one dealer 
over another, nor is it meant to suggest that similar activities are 
unavailable at other dealerships. Instead, we want to inform the 
membership, who may not be regular visitors of the dealerships or 
their websites, that we have access to a variety of dealer activities 
in our area that many BMW riders in the rest of the country lack.

One of the characteristics that make 
for a great sport is an activity that 

provides the opportunity for continual 
improvement and growth in skills — so it 
is for motorcycling, but not so much for 
mowing the lawn! The growth curve for 
attaining new riding skills on one’s own 
is steep and carries concomitant risks to 
rider and bike. Perhaps the best way to 
reduce such risks while gaining the skills 
is thru organized instruction of a proven 
curriculum. Alas, such training is not cheap. 
Correction; make that, such training usually 
is not cheap.
 The dealer under review in this month’s 
column is Morton’s BMW, and Morton’s has 
provided off-road training for the last two 
years and has done so either free of charge 
or at very discounted rates.
 In July 2011, Morton’s had RawHyde 
Adventures, a BMW-certified off-road 
training center in California, provide a 
condensed one-day version of its classroom 
and range training at the Massey family farm 
in Spotsylvania. About 50 riders participated. 
Predictably, this was very popular so in June 
2012 Morton’s offered in-house GS training 
at two levels of competence: entry-level 
lessons for those new to off-roading, and 

advanced drills for those already 
comfortable in employing the 
basic enduro skills.
 Many club members 
participated in one or both 
sessions and provided very 
positive reviews of the experience. 
The initial RawHyde session was 
designed for beginners or as an 
intro to off road riding, but it still 
allowed riders to stretch their 
comfort zone a bit. After the 
day’s training wrapped up, riders 
took a lap on a course through 
the Massey property. That loop 
offered mud, sand, tight corners 
and washouts. 
 The June 2012 session started 
with the attendees divided into 
a beginner/basics group and a 
more advanced group. In spite 
of the rainy weather, everyone 
enjoyed the pace and picked up 

new skills to apply to both on 
and off-road riding. Kudos to 
Morton’s BMW for enabling our 
members to avail themselves of 
this motorcycle training.
 Another event that has grown 
in popularity is the Spring Fling 
Rally. Morton’s began this rally in 
2011, added more participants 
in 2012, and now has the entire 
Natural Bridge Hotel reserved 
for 2013. Held in May near 
Lexington, VA, the rally has the 
beautiful Shenandoah Valley for 
its playground. The rally includes 
seminars and vendors, guided 
and self-guided routes, as well 
as opportunities to simply relax 
and talk bikes with 200+ of your 
closest friends. Planning for 2013 
has begun and they expect great 
turnout!

http://www.beemersuberalles.com


 For the month of October 2012, the club’s opening 
balance was $19,617.21; the closing balance was 
$20,062.83, showing a net gain for the month of 
$445.62.
 Income for the month was $1,046, broken down 
as follows: membership fees, $485; Oktoberfest 
registration, $441; BTS advertising, $120.
 Expenses for the month were $145.38, broken 
down as follows: PayPal fees, $28.94; BTS postage, 
$116.44.

 As of 31 October 2012, BMWBMW has 395 
members and 68 associates for a total of 463 active 
on the rolls. During October, 11 members and three 
associates renewed and BMWBMW welcomed four 
new members and two new associates. The new 
members joining in October were: Eric Anderson of 
Washington, DC; Michael and Melinda Busansky of 
Stafford, VA; Jenny Otto Stewart and Ken Stewart 
of Upper Marlboro, MD; Yannis Tzamouranis of 
Ellicott City, MD.

Membership Report
Provided by Karen Ager, Membership Chair

Treasurer’s Report
Provided by Henry Winokur, Treasurer

A BMW Bike’s Best Friend: 
Skilled Routine Inspection 

and Maintenance
If you need a tune-up, Khanh’s EUBMW 
Repair Shop will do the needed work and 
check out your bike’s whole system to 
spot problems before they happen.

For November and December, Khanh 
is offering a $25 discount
on any service work over $300.

Khanh’s EUBMW Repair 
Shop is at your service in 
the Armature Building.

Khanh’s EUBMW 
Repair Shop
3025 Colvin Street 
(in the Armature Building) 
Alexandria, Virginia 22314
Phone: (571) 294-2386
Stop in or call for an appointment.
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http://www.eubmw.com
http://www.mortonsbmw.com


Sunday, 9 December: Board of Directors
(10 am) & General Membership Meeting
(11 am) at Battley Cycles, 7830 Airpark 
Road, Gaithersburg, MD. Followed by a 
tech day at noon — rain or shine.

Winter Open House at Battley Cycles
Saturday, 1 December

www.battley.com

Holiday Cheer at Bob’s BMW
Saturday, 15 December

www.bobsbmw.com

Customer Appreciation Day at
Morton’s BMW

Saturday, 15 December
www.mortonsbmw.com

International Motorcycle Show
4-6 January 2013

Washington DC Convention Center
www.motorcycleshows.com

BtS is getting a little facelift!
Check out the updated look of the

2013 volume of Between the Spokes.

Saturday, 12 January: Annual holiday party 
at PJ Skidoos in Fairfax See info on page 3 
and registration form on page 19. Cash bar 
starts at 6 pm with dinner at 7. Preregistra-
tion required — the deadline is 4 January.

18  BtS  12.12

Club events in 2012

Club events in 2013

Local events

Next  month in BtS

BMW RA Rally
20-23 June 2013 at the Biltmore Estate in 
Asheville, NC.

BMW MOA Rally
18-20 July 2013 at the State Fairgrounds in 
Salem, OR.

National rallies

http://www.capitalcycle.com


Membership application/renewal form.                               Sign up or renew online with PayPal at
Please circle appropriate selections                                                                     www.bmwbmw.org

NEW MEMBER                                     RENEWAL                         CHANGE OF ADDRESS

NAME 
Associate

STREET

CITY, STATE, ZIP

OCCUPATION

PHONE (c) (h) (w)

E-MAIL 

AGE GROUP
 16-25   46-55
 26-35   56-65
 36-45   65+

I’m interested in helping out
with the following committees:
 Gov’t Affairs   Rally
 Internet   Rides
 Meetings & Events  Safety
 Membership   Sales
 Newsletter/BTS  Tech

BMW MOA #

BMW RA #

AMA #

MEMBERSHIP DUES
Regular Member     $20/year

Associate Member     $7.50/year

Dues may be paid for 1, 2 or 3 years. Associate members must reside at the 
same address as the regular member. Associate members have all the privi-
leges of regular members but do not receive a separate copy of the newslet-
ter.

 Make check payable to “BMWBMW” and send it with this form to:
Karen Ager, Membership Chair

P.O. Box 44735, Ft Washington, MD 20749-4735
Membership dues are not refundable.

Motorcycles
(year, make, model)

Referred to BMWBMW by

2013 HOLIDAY PARTY REGISTRATION FORM
Saturday, 12 January 2013 * P.J. Skidoos Restaurant * 9908 Fairfax Boulevard, Fairfax, VA 22030, 703-591-4515

Cash Bar at 6 p.m. * Dinner at 7 p.m.
Hall of Fame awardee Paul Milhalka * Mileage contest awards * Great States winners * Door prizes

Cost: $25 per person. Registration deadline is Friday, 4 January 2013

Please print clearly the name (first, last) to appear on the name badge.

Member Name:  _________________________________________  ❑ Chicken ❑ London Broil ❑ Salmon ❑ Vegetarian

Guest Name:  ___________________________________________  ❑ Chicken ❑ London Broil ❑ Salmon ❑ Vegetarian

Email:  __________________________________________________  Phone: ________________________________________

Address:  ________________________________________________  City: __________________ State: _____ Zip: ________

Send check, payable to BMWBMW, to: Elsie Smith, 350 W. Market St., Ste. A, York, PA 17401-1010
If you prefer to use Paypal, send to treasurer@bmwbmw.org and indicate name(s) and meal choice(s).

For more information, call Elsie at 717-650-1209 or email elsie.m.smith@comcast.net

❑ I/we hereby waive, release, and hold harmless the BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washington, P.J. Skidoos Restaurant, caterers and entertainers, for any 
liability resulting from damages, loss or personal injury while attending the 2013 Holiday Party, or for any cause of action I now have, or in the future 
may have against them. This waiver extends to my heirs, executors, administrators and assigns. There are no refunds for registration fees for any reason.

Signature Name 1 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Signature Name 2 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________



BETWEEN the SPOKES
BMW BIKERS of METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON

©2012 BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washington
www.bmwbmw.org

Chloe Bowes says “BMWs are awesome!”
Front and back cover photos by Steve Bowes


