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This month’s cover is a tribute
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1927 by Jan Tschichold for “The
General,” which starred Buster
Keaton. Photo by Chase Hinderstein.

BILL SHAW
HENRY WINOKUR

Club, local, regional & national events calendar
calenar
Club Events

National/Regional/Local Events

Sat 10 Aug: Board of Directors (10 am)
and General Membership
(11 am) meetings)
Bob’s BMW, Jessup, MD

Sat 21 Sep: Tech day — Fredericksburg, VA

Sun 8 Sep: BMWBMW Club Picnic
Leesylvania State Park
Woodbridge, VA

Sat 9 Nov: BoD (10 am) and GMM (11 am)
Morton’s BMW, Fredericksburg, VA

Sat/Sun Sep 14-15 Sep: 10% club discount
for Stayin’ Safe Wild & Wonderful WV
2-day training; starts in Morgantown.
Details at http://www.stayinsafe.com/wv.php
or contact elsie.m.smith@comcast.net

5-6 Oct: BMWBMW Oktoberfest
Camp WestMar, Thurmont, MD

Sun 8 Dec: BoD (10 am) and GMM (11 am)
Battley Cycles, Gaithersburg, MD
Tech day to follow at noon
Sat 11 Jan 2014: Holiday Payrt (6 pm)
Golden Bull Restaurant,
Gaithersburg, MD

Sat 24 Aug: 4th Annual Charm City Mods
vs. Rockers at the American
Legion in Dundalk, MD
www.modsvsrockers.com
Sun 22 Sep: Ride For Kids
Howard County Fairgrounds
www.balt-wash-rfk.org
Sun 6 Oct: Virginia British Motorcycle Rally
Prince William County Fairgrounds
Manassas, VA

Know of an event of interest to the club? Send an email to editor@bmwbmw.org!
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From the President
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Smoke signals
from Oregon

A

s this issue goes to print, club president Maria Vndergucht is zipping around Oregon, taking amazing photos of Crater Lake and her snazzy borrowed GS
while she attends the MOA Rally.
She wanted me [the Editor — Ed.] to remind everybody of two upcoming events. First is the club’s annual
picnic, which this year will be at Leesylvania State Park
in Woodbridge, VA. The registration form is inside the
back cover. Registration is $8 per person and please be
aware the park charges a $5 per vehicle entrance fee.

The second event Maria wanted me
to mention is another annual club event:
Oktoberfest. Traditionally organized by
Ed and Barb Phelps and held at Camp
WestMar, BMWBMW’s Oktoberfest is a
bit more laid back than the Square Route
Rally. It’s a club-and-guests only event,
rather than being widely publicized, and
lasts only one night, unlike the SRR’s
two. Join us on Saturday, 5 October and
camp if you like; you can also claim a
rack in the bunkhouses on a first-come,
first-served basis. There is usually German food and beer and the camaraderie
of an early fall night on the mountain
is something many club members look
forward to all year. A registration form
for Oktoberfest will be in the September
issue of Between the Spokes.
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Tech

Examining the relationship
between compression ratios
and octane

M

otorcycle manufacturers throw
a lot of numbers at us, many of
which are relatively meaningless in
our day-to-day lives. We can memorize rake, trail, wheelbase and more;
it’s all important, but other than arguing about them on internet forums,
they don’t occupy much of our brain
time in the saddle.
One of the numbers that has a lot
of importance is the compression ratio of the engine. A ratio is an expression of two numbers as they compare to each other; if you have 200
pennies and 100 nickels, then your
ratio of pennies to nickels is two to
one, expressed as 2:1. Using one of
BMW’s popular models, the F800GS,
I’ll break down how a bunch of numbers work together to determine the
compression ratio.
We start with the
bore (diameter of the
cylinder — 82mm) and
stroke (how far the piston travels — 75.6mm).
By using the following
formula, one of the data
points these numbers
can give us is the total
displacement of the
engine.
Pi (3.14) divided by 4 is 0.785,
and for the F800GS, bore squared is
6724, giving us:
798,085 = 0.785 x 6724 x 75.6 x 2
As this is expressed based on millimeters (from the bore and stroke), converting the result to cubic centimeters
gives us 798cc, which indeed is the
displacement of the F800GS.
The more important number,
however, is the compression ratio,
which isn’t quite as easy to calculate.
We already know the volume of each

cylinder when the piston is at bottom dead center (BDC); we also
need the volume of the cylinder
with the piston at top dead center
(TDC), which manufacturers usually just measure directly by placing the piston at the top and filling
the cylinder with water.
The compression ratio is derived from the difference between
these two volumes (cylinder with
piston at BDC and at TDC); this

difference is expressed as VC
We already know from figuring the displacement that 0.785
x b2 x s = 399cc. Because it’s difficult to access a cylinder — and
even if we could, no F800GS
owner would likely want us pouring water into the cylinder — we
can use BMW’s stated compression ratio of 12:1 to solve for VC
and determine that the volume of
the cylinder at TDC is about 33.
In one F800GS cylinder, then, the
fuel/air mixture takes up 399cc of
space at BDC, but only 1/12th the
space — or 33cc — at TDC.
By now, you’re probably
screaming “why should I care??”
It’s this complicated formula that
determines what kind of gas you
need to put in your bike and what
kind of power it develops as a
result.
The reason this matters is that
the more highly compressed the
fuel/air mixture is in the combustion chamber, the more potential
energy is available when it finally
does burn. In this regard then, a
higher compression ratio is indicative of a more powerful engine,
though the overall power of the

By Wes Fleming

bike is tied into far more than just
the compression ratio.
This is where the octane rating
of gas comes in. While there’s a
lot of voodoo, myth and misunderstanding surrounding octane, one
important aspect of octane is the
gasoline’s ability to resist spontaneous combustion under compression. Compression of a gas — or in
the case of internal combustion, a
liquid/gas mixture — creates heat,
which can preempt the ignition sequence. The higher the
octane, the more resistant to
spontaneous combustion the gas
is; of course, combining gasoline
vapor with air in a hot engine
cylinder changes things a little, but
the underlying concept is what’s
important.
A high compression ratio and
high octane go hand-in-hand in
modern high performance engines. Gasoline’s ability to resist
spontaneous combustion under
compression is critical to preventing pre-ignition, which we refer
to as knocking or pinging. As you
can probably imagine, the mixture in the combustion chamber
exploding before the piston has
reached TDC is harmful to the
engine, possibly damaging the piston, rings, valves and cylinder.
Most modern vehicles are
equipped with knock sensors,
which detect this harmful preignition. When they do, they tell
the fuel injection computer to
delay the ignition cycle until the
knocking is gone. It’s this process
that allows the use of lower-thanrequired octane gasoline for a period of time, though nearly every
motorcycle manufacturer recommends against extended use of
lower octane gas.

Focus group on the recruitment and retention
By Scott Keimig, VP
of younger riders meets, plans

Between the Spokes 08/13

A

review of the club’s current
demographic composition
shows that only 6% of members
are under the age of 35. This
hasn’t always been quite the case,
as I was in my late 30’s when I first
started visiting BMW dealerships,
and I recall the average age was
pretty much my age at the time. It
has become quite apparent at club
meetings, rides and rallies that the
club needs to be doing a better
job in appealing to younger riders.
In June at the Square Route
Rally, our president, Maria Vandergucht, and I asked some younger
attendees how the club could
expand its appeal to riders under
the age of 35. Subsequently, Maria
and I have had a couple of conversations on this subject, and we
have established an ad hoc focus
group to look into what services/
resources are needed and what
steps could be implemented to

increase the relevance of the club
to younger riders. The composition of the committee would be
open to any members/associates/
potential members under 35 years
old. The Board of Directors would
have a small representation to
kick-off the committee and assist
as needed.
Invitations went out to all
known candidates and we assembled the focus group immediately after the club meeting on July
14th at George Mangicaro’s shop,
Beemers Über Alles. In attendance
were Mike Barone, France-Lee
Griggs, Kurtis Minder, Mike Potter, Scott Proper, Bruce Watkins,
Nicki White and Allen Wight. We
conducted a wide-ranging discussion focused on the recruitment
and retention of younger riders to
the BMW community. Included
topics were increasing social media access venues, involvement of

our dealerships and independent
shops, utility of calendars and the
timing of club events, thinking
outside the box to include events
that younger people may be interested in such as rides to cultural
and recreational events, incorporating an educational component
or theme into Tech Day meetings,
better marketing of the club’s purpose and services and how they
can specifically meet the needs of
newer and especially beginning
riders.
We had an engaging conversation that very well could drive
the direction and operations of the
club in the future. My thanks to all
who participated and to many others who couldn’t make the meeting but contributed their thoughts
by email.
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Bill Shaw’s

Long distance touring tips

Understanding
highway signs
M

any motorcyclists purposely steer clear of our nation’s
interstate highways when planning a trip. While convenient, these roads usually aren’t as scenic, exciting or, in many
cases, as romantic as the older secondary roads that crisscross
the USA. For some riders, an interstate highway truly is a road
of last resort.
President Dwight D. Eisenhower established the Interstate Highway System in 1956. Its purpose was to function as
another means to efficiently and expeditiously ferry people,
goods and equipment from one end of the country to the other.
Even though each state owns, controls and maintains the interstate highways within its borders, the forerunner of the Federal
Highway Administration developed the standards for numerically designating interstate highways and posting regulatory
and informational signs.
Understanding the significance of highway signs — and
knowing how to read them — will definitely help you safely
navigate the maze of asphalt and concrete roads where we
commute, work and play. For those unfamiliar with the basic
system, the following is a brief summary.
1. Interstate Route Numbers. Routes with odd numbers run
north and south whereas even numbered highways run east
and west; e.g., I-95 and I-10 respectively. Numbering these
highways begins in the west for north-south routes and rises as
you travel east (I-5 in the west to I-95 in the east), and starts in
the south for east-west routes heading north (I-10 in the south
to I-94 in the north).
2. Connecting Interstate Routes Numbers. If the first number
is an even number (I-495), the highway partially or fully encircles a metropolitan area. These roads are commonly referred
to as “beltways” or “loops” and the interstate is connected at
both ends. If the first number is odd (I-395), it is often called a
“spur” and directly connects the interstate to a city. For example, I-495 is our infamous beltway in Virginia and Maryland that surrounds Washington, D.C., whereas I-395 links
I-95/I-495 in Virginia directly to the city.
3. Interstate Exit Numbers. States typically use one of two
methods of numbering interstate exits inside their borders.
Some use consecutive numbers beginning in the west or south
with exit numbers increasing as you travel east or north. Some
use the milepost or mile marker numbering system where the
mile markers determine the exit numbers. These exit numbers
also start in the west or south, but are much more travelerfriendly. If, for example, your destination is near Exit 55 and
you just passed Exit 16, you know you have another 39 miles
to go.
4. Traffic Signs. Traffic signs convey information to travelers
through their color, meaning, shape and placement. Generally

5. Reading Maps. Even with the prevalence of GPS units, riders should always carry a map when traveling. Maps generally
designate interstate highways with a color shield and a solid
line that is often red or blue. Black and white shields designate
two- and three-lane U.S. Highways, which appear as either a
solid line, indicating it is an undivided road, or a parallel line
identifying it as a divided highway. Narrow gray lines marked
with black and white round or square road signs are secondary roads. Black or red diamonds, hash marks or dots found at
intersections are distance markers. The number in the middle
of these markers represents the distance from one intersection
to the next. This is indispensable when the fuel light comes on,
you are on an interstate highway with consecutive exit numbers, and you want to know exactly how far you are away from
the next gas station.
Bill Shaw is the Editor-in-Chief of the Iron Butt Magazine and has been a
BMWBMW member since 1994. He has also served BMWBMW as its President,
VP, Secretary and Rally Chairman on two occasions. For more safety-related
articles like this, I’d suggest subscribing to the IBA magazine — it’s only $20 a
year and you don’t need to be a member to subscribe! —Ed.

Photo by Chase Hinderstein

speaking, there are five types of traffic signs. Knowing what all
these signs and symbols mean is critical in the event that your
GPS breaks or your map is tucked away in your side case.
Regulatory: stop, speed limit, do not enter
Warning: railroad crossing, narrow bridge, steep grade,
		blind curve
Marker: interstate and U.S. route numbers, junctions
Guide and Informational: construction, distance, general
Recreational and Cultural Interest: gas, food, lodging,
		
parks, attractions, campgrounds
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Do it yourself

Illuminating your oil sight glass

By Henry Winokur

NOTE: Use these directions at your own risk.
I take no responsibility for any work done on
your motorcycle.
The photo at left shows the
completed project, with the LED
illuminating the oil sight glas.

for them although webBikeWorld
(which sells them) claims they are
not bothered by heat.
General information

F

or those of us who ride BMWs that
have an oil level sight glass for
checking the oil level and have a fairing that blocks some (or most) of the
ambient light from getting to the sight
glass, reading the oil level can be a
chore since one almost always needs
a flashlight. There’s a fix for that!
Club member Jerry Skene—president of Skene Design—came up with
a do-it-yourself fix which I decided
to try. I want to be very clear on this:
Jerry thought this up, not me. He
designed the circuit and selected the
parts. I just followed his directions
and counseling.
As many in our club know,
Jerry, who cooked up the P3 lights,
the Photon Blasters and other cool
Electronic parts list
• 1 white LED, Radio Shack #276-017
(package of 2)
• 1 each 470 ohm quarter-watt 5% carbon film resistor, #271-1317
• 1 each LED holder, #276-080 (package
of 2)
• Small gauge, two-conductor wire of
small gauge, #278-567
• Heat shrink tubing, #276-1627

There are two leads on the LED.
The long lead is the positive side
and needs to be identifiable,
hence the recommendation for
the two-conductor wire with red
and black sides. Given a choice,
I would use red for the power
wire and black for the ground,
since that is the “normal” groundwire color. (BMW Motorrad uses
brown).
The resistor can be on either
leg of the LED, but must be in the
circuit, otherwise the LED gets
fried when power is applied to it.
The resistor has no directionality
(or polarity), so it doesn’t matter
where it’s connected in the circuit.

electronic devices. Both of these
devices use LEDs to enhance one’s
visibility. Jerry wanted a way to
shine more light onto the sight
glass to see the oil level without
Uncover the sight glass
needing a flashlight. He came up
with a permanently mounted LED
If you have to, remove the fairthat points at the sight glass and
ing panel(s) to allow access to the
allows the user to simply turn on
side of the engine where the sight
the ignition to see the oil level.
glass is located. On my 2007 RT,
The major parts needed are a
the sight glass is on the left side of
white LED, a specific resistor, no
the engine, down near the bottom,
more than about six feet of twoconductor wire, some
Hardware parts list
heat shrink tubing and a
• A bolt of the proper size and thread
mounting arm made of
(see text) and an internal-star lock
some kind of metal.
washer to fit the bolt
You will need some
• Blue Loctite
electronic parts, available • For the mounting arm, aluminum bar
from Radio Shack, and
stock 1”x 1/8”x 4” or a small piece of
some hardware too. See
sheet metal about 1” x 4”
the breakout boxes for
• A heat gun or hair dryer to supply the
the parts lists.
heat
Soldering is the best
• A ¾” wire tie adhesive mounting base
way to connect the elec• Waterproof glue, such as Gorilla Glue
tronic parts. You could
• Wire ties of varying lengths
use Posi-Lock connec• A hacksaw, an electric drill, wire striptors, but I’m just not sure
pers/cutters and other tools to remove
it’s a good environment
and replace parts of the fairing as
necessary
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inch. I would not recommend
simply hanging the LED in the
space near the sight glass. It could
be mounted to a frame stay, if that
were available and a bolt hole not
available. Use your imagination,
but for safety, the LED needs to be
securely mounted.
Wire length and 12 volt
connection

BOB’S

but on the side towards the front.
Locate a bolt hole near the sight
glass to mount the “arm” to. On
my RT there is a unused, threaded
hole on the left side of the engine
case to the rear and slightly below
the sight glass (photo above). It
just so happens a 10mm coarsethreaded bolt will fit. Don’t do any
further work until you have located a place to mount the arm that
will hold the LED and procured a
bolt that is long enough to screw
into the hole at least a quarter

from the CAN-bus, however. If you
don’t know what I’m referring to at
this point, it would be best to ask for
help from someone who is familiar
with the CAN-bus. Here’s what Jerry
said: “I wired the LED to the running
light.” I connected mine to the Centech-2 fuse panel under my passenger
saddle.
Putting it all together

This would be a good time to
figure out where you are going to
connect the LED to the electrical
system and how much wire you
are going to need to do that. You
will want to be able to tie the wire
to the frame rails and wire bundles
already on your bike using wire
ties. The proper connection would
turn the LED on and off with the
ignition, since you don’t want the
LED on when the motorcycle is
not running. You could certainly
use Posi-Tap connectors to attach
the LED leads to the bike’s electrical system. I would not hesitate
to recommend that method. I
would caution you to stay away

TECH
SESSIONS

If you use the LED holder listed
above, pull the black plastic separator piece out of the bottom and install
it on the bottom of the LED. It just
slides on, but make sure the lip is at
the bottom (towards the legs). It is not
necessary to use the holder, but doing so makes attaching the LED to the
mounting arm, easier.
Attach one end of the resistor to
the LED. I attached it to the positive
leg of the LED. Attach one of the two
wires to the other end of the resistor.
Connect the second wire to the negative side of the LED. Make sure you
know which color wire is connected
to which leg of the LED. I recommend

YOU are invited to attend a Bob’s FREE interactive Saturday morning seminar!
AT

11 AM
AT

11 AM

AUG. 24

PRODUCT
TUTORIAL

APPAREL LAYERING with KLIM!

• Our Klim rep Jeff Nash will be here to talk about the importance of layering for comfort and safety in the coming fall and
winter riding seasons. Learn the secrets of mixing and matching today’s textiles with their differing weights and capabilities
to maintain ideal body temperature. What’s the real difference between water-resistant and WATERPROOF? Find out!

SEPT. 7

PRODUCT
TUTORIAL

HELMET SAFETY with SCHUBERTH!

• Why are some helmets safer than others? They’re BUILT that way - from the drawing board to the final
hand assembly at their German plant. Schuberth rep Randy Northrop will talk about the
innovative technology as well as the detailed care that go into the
CONSTRUCTION of all types of Schuberth helmets.

bobsbmw.com

FREE

301.497.8949 • 888.269.2627 • 10720 Guilford Rd • Jessup, MD

Donuts &
Coffee
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soldering all the connections and covering
the connections with
the heat shrink tubing.
Make sure you put the
heat shrink in place
on the wires before
you solder. Use a heat
gun or some other
heat source to shrink
the tubing. After doing
each leg separately, I
covered the entire section with additional
heat shrink, and again
used the heat gun to
shrink the tubing into
place.
As I noted above, you might be
able to use Posi-Lock connectors if
you aren’t soldering connections together, but I cannot comment on how
well they would work. (In my case
because of the location of the exhaust pipe and O2 sensor on the RT,
I had some concerns about how the
heat from those two parts might effect
the installation. I still have concerns,
but time will tell.)
Once all of the connections to
the LED are secure, be sure to test
the light by attaching it to a 12-volt
power source (positive to positive and
negative to negative/ground).
Assuming it works, glue the LED
into the housing by applying some
glue to the circumference of the
black plastic separator that you put
on at the base of the LED before doing the wiring and insert it into the
LED housing. Allow to dry.
For the mounting arm, you can
use either aluminum bar stock or
some sheet metal. In either case, you
will have to drill some holes: one
to accommodate the LED holder or
plain LED, and one for the mounting
bolt. The LED holder needs a hole
that is nearly 8mm in diameter, slightly more than a quarter inch. I used a
¼” drill bit and just reamed out the
hole a tad with the drill bit. If you
don’t use the LED holder, then drill a
hole large enough for the LED. You’ll
need to glue it in place, making sure
it’s on the correct side of the mounting arm. The 10mm bolt is slightly
smaller than a 3/8” hole, so I used a
3/8” bit for that. One thing that will
have to be done, no matter whether

you use bar stock or sheet metal,
is to bend the LED end out a bit
so that the LED shines on the sight
glass. Drill first, then bend. See the
photo (http://skene.org/K1200RS/
oil-lamp/index-oil.htm), from Jerry
Skene’s web site to get an idea of
what I’m talking about.
If you want to paint the
mounting arm (certainly not necessary), now would be a good
time to do that. Allow it to dry
before mounting it.
Once the LED housing glue
is dry and the mounting arm is
ready, it is time to put everything
together. I mounted the LED housing using aluminum bar stock.
It’s a rock-solid mounting. Make
sure that the LED is on the correct side of the arm before you
tighten it down. I used a ¾” wire
tie adhesive mounting base and a
wire tie to secure the wires from
the back of the LED mount to the
arm so they wouldn’t touch the
O2 sensor. I put three 2mm thick
washers under the mounting arm
so it would clear the cooling fins
on the engine. Before screwing in
the 10mm bolt stack (internal-star
lock washer, arm and three spacers) into the boss on the engine, I
put several drops of blue Loctite

on the bolt threads. That will keep
it in place until I take it out.
Once that is done, route the
wires to the place you’re going
to connect them to the electrical
system and connect them. Turn
the ignition on to make sure the
LED lights up, illuminates the sight
glass, and turns off when the ignition is turned off. After testing (and
assuming everything works), use
the wire ties to secure the wire to
frame members or other hard parts
of the bike. Make sure that the
wire is not touching anything that
gets hot and is routed away from
or tied down near moving parts.
When you look at Jerry’s
mounting arm photo, mentioned
above, you will see that he did not
use the LED holder and just glued
the LED to the mounting arm. Either way should work fine.
Once you know that everything works, replace the parts
removed and go for a ride.
When you need to check the
oil level, turn on your ignition and
check the sight glass. Don’t forget
to turn the ignition off.

You can see the mounting arm (black) between the silver painted case
guard on the right and the sight glass. There appears to be a white spot
on the sight glass, but that is only the reflection of the LED’s light.
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Club business

Watch out for hanging chads, club elections are soon
Ah, October, the month of beer fests and club elections. You might think that the club runs on unicorn sneezes but in fact
it’s due to the selfless service of our club officers that things get done. Club elections are held annually each October and
the officers serve one-year terms, from December to December. All positions are open for nominations and they are:
		President		Vice-President		Secretary
		Treasurer		Membership Chair Newsletter Editor
The duties of each position are spelled out in the bylaws (online and in the membership directory). Alternatively, you can
contact the current office holder or the election committee for more details.
Any member in good standing can run for office. You may nominate yourself or another club member.
Voting happens in October, either online or with the paper ballot included in Between the Spokes, which will be
mailed to each member.
Serving on the Board of Directors is the ultimate way to get involved with our fantastic club and keep it running so
step up and nominate someone today! Send any questions and nominations to the election committee at elections@
bmwbmw.org. You can also contact the Secretary, Rick Haskins, at secretary@bmwbmw.org.

“Since 1986”

We are your One Stop print shop,
You name it, We print it!
T-shirts, Caps,
Athletic Wear,
Announcements,
Business cards,
Envelopes, &

A BMW Bike’s Best Friend:

Skilled Routine Inspection
and Maintenance
If you need a tune-up, Khanh’s
EUBMW Repair Shop will do the
needed work and check out your
bike’s whole system to spot
problems before they happen.

MORE!

All BTS Readers and BMWBMW members get 15% Off!

Be ready for the Summer
riding season!

laartist | iStockphoto.com

Khanh’s EUBMW Repair
Shop is at your service in
the Armature Building.

Khanh’s EUBMW Repair Shop
(in the Armature Building)
3025 Colvin St, Alexandria, VA 22314

Phone: (571) 294-2386

Stop in or call for an appointment.
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Square Route Rally swag still available

B

ased on the comments we heard this year during
the Square Route Rally, it’s clear this year’s logo
(designed by France-Lee Griggs) was a big hit. As such,
we want to let you know about three items with that
logo that are available for purchase.
First we have yellow short-sleeved t-shirts with the
large rally logo on the back and nothing on the front.
Most were sold at the rally but there are a few left (less
than 10) in sizes medium, large and double-extra-large
(2XL). These are $20 each. Next we made a refrigerator
magnet with the logo; they are $3.50 each. Last up we
got some mugs made — $12 each. There are about 20
of each left over from the rally.
We will have all three items available at the next
club meeting [August meeting is at Bob’s BMW on Saturday, 10 Aug. — Ed.], so you can pick one up there if
you attend. You can always contact our Sales Chair, Jim
Hopkins (sales@bmwbmw.org) and he’ll let you know
where to send a check. While the magnets and t-shirts
aren’t available through the club’s Café Press page
(www.cafepress.com/+bmwbmw+gifts), you can get
the mug there. Go to the images of the mugs, where
you’ll see a mug with the club logo on it; click that
mug and you’ll be taken to the page with the rally logo
mug on it.
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A hearty welcome to the club’s newest members!
BMWBMW welcomes its newest members:
Joao Almeida of Washington, DC; Bob Lawrence of Bethesda, MD; Scott Proper of Washington, DC;
Elizabeth Shaver of Washington, DC; Richard Smith of Slanesville, WV; Carol Valentine of Lorton, VA.

Breakfast rides are informal
gatherings of members who
meet for breakfast and often
a ride afterwards. Not all
members participate in the
after-meal rides and some
like to show up solely for
the ride. Interested? Arrive
early, introduce yourself and
be ready to have fun. Look
for the tables with helmets
and jackets piled on or near
them and don’t be shy.
If you’d like more information, or to volunteer to
lead a ride one weekend,
contact Ed Phelps at
rides@bmwbmw.org.

Breakfast rides
You can find out more by perusing the “Rides to Eat” section of the BMWBMW online forums.
1st Sunday — 8 a.m.
BALTIMORE
BREAKFAST RIDE

3rd Sunday — 10 a.m.
MARYLAND
BREAKFAST RIDE

4th Sunday — 9 a.m.
VIRGINIA
BREAKFAST RIDE

GOLDEN CORRAL
7908 Rossville Boulevard,
Baltimore, MD 21236. To
have a reminder e-mail
sent to you the week
before the breakfast,
send your e-mail address
to Jim Pellenbarg,
jpellenbarg@juno.com.

THE COZY
103 Frederick Road,
Thurmont, MD 21788.
Take I-270 N to Frederick
and continue north on
U.S. 15. Take the first
Thurmont exit. Turn right at
the first stop sign, then left at
the first traffic light. Go 1/4
mile and look to the left.

SEEKING A NEW LOCATION
There’s a discussion thread
on the club’s internet forum
in the Rides To Eat section
about finding a new location
for the monthly breakfast.
Please join us there and
make your voice heard!

Membership application/renewal form.
Please check appropriate selections:

o

NEW MEMBER  

o

RENEWAL  

o

Sign up or renew
online with PayPal at
www.bmwbmw.org

CHANGE OF ADDRESS

NAME_______________________________________________________________
Associate____________________________________________________________

Motorcycles
(year, make, model)

STREET_______________________________________ BMW MOA #___________

_________________________

CITY, STATE, ZIP__________________________________ BMW RA #___________

_________________________

OCCUPATION________________________________________ AMA #___________

_________________________

PHONE (c) (h) (w)_____________________________________________________

Referred to BMWBMW by

E-MAIL______________________________________________________________

_________________________

AGE GROUP
o 16–25
o 26–35
o 36–45

o 46–55
o 56–65
o 65+

I’m interested in helping out with
the following committees:
o Gov’t Affairs
o Rally
o Internet
o Rides
o Meetings & Events
o Safety
o Membership
o Sales
o Newsletter/BTS
o Tech

MEMBERSHIP DUES
Regular Member $20/year
Associate Member $7.50/year
Dues may be paid for 1, 2 or 3 years. Associate members must reside at the
same address as the regular member. Associate members have all the privileges of regular members but do not receive a separate copy of the newsletter.
Make check payable to “BMWBMW” and send it with this form to:
Karen Ager, Membership Chair
P.O. Box 44735, Ft. Washington, MD 20749-4735
Membership dues are not refundable.
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Your	
  Board	
  of	
  Directors	
  invites	
  you	
  to	
  join	
  us	
  at	
  the	
  2013	
  BMWBMW	
  Picnic	
  on	
  Sunday,	
  
September	
  8th	
  at	
  Leesylvania	
  State	
  Park,	
  in	
  Woodbridge,	
  VA.	
  
	
  

Leesylvania State Park is in the southeast area of Prince William County, about 25 miles from Washington,
D.C., and Fredericksburg. From I-95, take Rippon Landing Exit 156, then go east on Dale Blvd. to U.S. 1.
Jefferson Davis Hwy. Turn right on Jefferson Davis Hwy., and then turn left onto Neabsco Rd. (Route 610)
east for about two miles. The address is 2001 Daniel K. Ludwig Dr., Woodbridge, VA 22191-4504;
Latitude, 38.589344. Longitude, -77.263498.
The picnic is family-friendly. The park has hiking trails, a fishing pier, beach areas, and a campground.
The menu is being finalized, but will be a BBQ theme with veggie options, side dishes/salads, iced tea,
lemonade and dessert. The picnic will run from noon until 5 pm, with food service beginning at 1 pm.
Special activities for the kids (and the young at heart) are planned for the afternoon.
The cost with your pre-registration is $8 per
person, regardless of age.
Please note that you will have an additional cost
per vehicle for park admission, when you enter
the park: $5 per vehicle. Your total cost is $13
for a single rider - WHAT A DEAL!
The club has rented Shelter 1, Freestone Point The shelter is near the river and universally
accessible. It is about 225 feet from the nearest
restroom, 400 feet from the parking lot and 100
feet from the river. There's a large parking area
near this shady shelter.

More	
  info:	
  http://www.dcr.virginia.gov/state_parks/lee.shtml	
  
PDF	
  Map	
  and	
  other	
  information:	
  http://www.dcr.virginia.gov/state_parks/documents/leesylvania.pdf	
  
This event REQUIRES pre-registration. Please mail in your form or use PayPal. Registration
closes Saturday August 31st. Questions? Email events@bmwbmw.org.

_____________________________________________________________________________________	
  

Sunday, September 8th 2013 BMWBMW Club Picnic

Name: _______________________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________________
Email: _______________________________________________________
# Adults attending: ______ x $8 = __________
# Kids 12 and under: ______ x $8 = __________
TOTAL: $ __________
Please register by August 31. Make check payable to BMWBMW and mail to:
BMWBMW Treasurer
6613 Elgin Lane
Bethesda, MD 20817-5443
IMPORTANT	
  REMINDERS:	
  The	
  picnic	
  will	
  be	
  held	
  rain	
  or	
  shine.	
  No	
  refunds	
  for	
  any	
  reason.	
  Please	
  note	
  that	
  you	
  will	
  have	
  an	
  
additional	
  cost	
  per	
  vehicle	
  for	
  park	
  admission.	
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