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The Original Motodrom performs at 
BMW Motorrad Days in Garmisch, 
Germany. They operate the oldest 

travelling wall of death in the world. 
Photo courtesy of BMW. For the 
electronic edition, the cover looks 
double wide; this is because the print 
edition had a wraparound cover.
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Club Events

Sun 8 Sep: BMWBMW Club Picnic
 Leesylvania State Park
 Woodbridge, VA

Sat/Sun Sep 14-15 Sep: 10% club discount
  for Stayin’ Safe Wild & Wonderful WV
  2-day training; starts in Morgantown.
  Details at http://www.stayinsafe.com/wv.php
  or contact elsie.m.smith@comcast.net 

Sun 15 Sep: Tech day — Fredericksburg, VA

5-6 Oct: BMWBMW Oktoberfest
 Camp WestMar, Thurmont, MD

Club, local, regional & national events calenarClub, local, regional & national events calendar

Sun 9 Nov: Tech day — Morton’s BMW
 Fredericksburg, VA

Sat 9 Nov: BoD (10 am) and GMM (11 am)
 Morton’s BMW, Fredericksburg, VA

Sun 8 Dec: BoD (10 am) and GMM (11 am)
 Battley Cycles, Gaithersburg, MD
 Tech day to follow at noon

Sat 11 Jan 2014: Holiday Party (6 pm)
 Golden Bull Restaurant,
 Gaithersburg, MD

National/Regional/Local Events

Sat 21 Sep: Oktoberfest @ Bob’s BMW

Sun 22 Sep: Ride For Kids
 Howard County Fairgrounds
 www.balt-wash-rfk.org 

Sun 6 Oct: Virginia British Motorcycle Rally
 Prince William County Fairgrounds
 Manassas, VA

Sat 12 Oct: Oktoberfest @ Battley

4 baltimore-washington ride for kids
        2014 model updates

3 from the president MARIA VANDERGUCHT

6 riding at night BILL SHAW

10 bmw motorrad days 

Know of an event of interest to the club? 
Send an email to editor@bmwbmw.org!

19 oktoberfest registration

8 between the gutters WES FLEMING

14 bmw walks away from racing — again

7 bmw sales up so far in 2013

16 the new F800GSA

 form

mailto:editor%40bmwbmw.org?subject=
http://www.bmwbmw.org/archive
mailto:president%40bmwbmw.org?subject=
mailto:vp%40bmwbmw.org?subject=
mailto:secretary%40bmwbmw.org?subject=
mailto:treasurer%40bmwbmw.org?subject=
mailto:membership%40bmwbmw.org?subject=
mailto:editor%40bmwbmw.org?subject=
mailto:events%40bmwbmw.org?subject=
mailto:government%40bmwbmw.org?subject=
mailto:webmaster%40bmwbmw.org?subject=
mailto:rides%40bmwbmw.org?subject=
mailto:safety%40bmwbmw.org?subject=
mailto:sales%40bmwbmw.org?subject=
mailto:tech%40bmwbmw.org?subject=
http://www.bmwbmw.org
http://www.bmwbmw.org/advertising
http://www.bmwbmw.org/node/53
http://www.stayinsafe.com/wv.php
mailto:elsie.m.smith%40comcast.net?subject=Stayin%27%20Safe%20WV%20inquiry
http://www.balt-wash-rfk.org


Between the Spokes  09/13  3From the PresidentFrom the President

It’s hard to believe that we are already approaching September. I don’t know about you, but the 
summers seem to get away from me so quickly. I was fortunate to travel out to the MOA rally 

in Salem, OR, where I rented a bike for a week and enjoyed some fine west coast weather and 
riding. Wherever your summer travel took you, I hope you had a great time — be sure to share pic-
tures and stories with Wes for Between the Spokes!
 Now we look forward to what I consider to be the best riding time here in the Mid-Atlantic. 
Crisp fall weather will replace the heat and humidity, and we have so many places to enjoy the 
fall colors. While we often curse our area’s congestion, a short jaunt gets us into some terrific rid-
ing. Enjoy it before we start lamenting the winter cold.
 Another mark of time passing the realization that my time leading our club is soon coming to 
a close. When I ran for president, I committed to one, perhaps two years in the role. I wanted to 
jump-start a cycle of new Board participants, and as a group we have made some improvements 
and also reached out to new members to help them feel involved. As much as I have enjoyed my 
time as president, I know the current and continuing Board members are committed to the health 
and growth of YOUR club. Thank you for supporting us.
 Speaking of elections, look for an update on the forums regarding the slate of candidates. The 
October BtS will feature candidate statements, the ballot and information on electronic voting. I 
encourage you to vote and make your voice heard.
 I look forward to chatting with you in the next few BtS issues and hope to see you at the club 
picnic and OctoberFest!

Time flies

By Maria Vandergucht

http://www.capitalcycle.com


Re-Cycled NewsRe-Cycled News

Some stories compiled from BMW
corporate communications.

Unattributed photos courtesy of BMW.
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BMW Motorrad is offering product 
changes on the following models 

for 2014.

New Special Six-Cylinder Model: 
BMW K 1600 GT “Sport”
A new “Sport” version of the BMW 
K 1600 GT will feature the following 
modifications to the current model:

• Special model two-color paint 
finish in Sakhir Orange Metallic/
Black Storm Metallic

• Black gloss-coated wheels
• Low windshield
• Sport seat

The Light Grey Metallic paint finish 
will no longer be offered on the K 
1600 GT.

BMW K 1600 GTL
The 2014 BMW K 1600 GTL will be 
available in a Magnesium Beige Me-
tallic paint finish in combination with 
a Platinum Metallic paint finish for 
the frame and footrest baseplates.
The Mineral Silver Metallic/Magne-
sium Metallic combination paint fin-
ish will no longer be available on this 
model.

BMW S 1000 RR
The 2014 BMW S 1000 RR will 
be available in two new color 

BMW announces 2014 model updates
combinations: Granite Grey Me-
tallic Matte/Alpine White 3 and 
Racing Red/Alpine White/Sapphire 
Black Metallic.

The S 1000 RR will no longer be 
available in Granite Grey Metallic 
Matt or Racing Red/Alpine White 
3.

BMW R 1200 GS
The 2014 BMW R 1200 GS list of 
standard equipment for the base 
model has been expanded to in-
clude the following:

• Two ride modes – “Rain” and 
“Road” – can be selected by 
the push of a button to cus-
tomize the R 1200 GS to the 
specific riding environment.

• Automatic Stability Control 
(ASC) (this feature was option-
al on the previous model)

• Steering damper

The additional ride modes, “Dy-
namic”, “Enduro” and “Enduro 
Pro” are offered as optional equip-
ment under the new option “Ride 
Modes Pro”. The optional Dynam-
ic ESA (Electronic Suspension Ad-
justment) now includes a distinc-
tive white coated coil spring.
For customers interested in a 

higher level of customization, all 
options for the 2014 R 1200 GS 
can be ordered separately (with 
the exception of the on-board 
computer).

BMW R 1200 R
Sapphire Black Metallic and Mag-
nesium Beige paint finishes will 
no longer be available.

BMW F 800 GS
The 2014 BMW F 800 GS will 
be available with the following 
updates:

The Safety package is replaced by 
the Dynamic Performance pack-
age, which includes ESA, ASC, 
off-road mode for ABS and ASC 
(only available as part of the Dy-
namic Performance package). The 
Dynamic Performance package 
cannot be combined with the low 
suspension option.

BMW G 650 GS
The 2014 G 650 GS will be avail-
able in the Deep Black paint fin-
ish with luggage carrier and cast 
wheels in black.

The Sunset Yellow paint finish will 
no longer be available.

The annual Baltimore-Washing-
ton Ride for Kids is Sunday, 22 

September. 
 The Ride for Kids is the fund-
raising arm of the Pediatric Brain 
Tumor Foundation, a 501(c)(3) non-
profit charitable organization head-
quartered in Asheville, NC. 
Participants are expected to bring 
their funds with them or to register 
and do their fundraising online. 
 This year’s event will begin and 
end at the Howard County Fair-
grounds. The Fairgrounds are at 2210 
Fairgrounds Rd., West Friendship, MD 
21794, off MD 144 less than a mile 
west of the intersection of MD 32 and 
144.

 Registration for the Ride runs 
from 7:30-9:00 a.m. and the police-
escorted ride starts at 9:30 am 
sharp — rain or shine.
 This year’s Ride is a loop that 
goes through eastern Howard 
County, including Ellicott City. The 
roads are mostly two lanes. 
BMWBMW member and club trea-
surer Henry Winokur, who has been 
a Task Force member for 15 years, set this year’s route.

Registration and fundraising: http://www.curethekids.org/rideforkids/ 
Baltimore-Washington Ride for Kids: http://pbtf.convio.net/site/
TR?fr_id=1380&pg=entry 
Incentives: http://www.curethekids.org/rideforkids/incentives/ 
Additional information: http://www.curethekids.org/. 

Baltimore-Washington Ride For Kids
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Club member (and Treasurer) Henry Winokur, on the RT just behind the police escort, leads last year’s Baltimore-Washington Ride For Kids.

http://www.mortonsbmw.com


Motorcycle touring isn’t limited exclusively to daytime 
hours. While some riders actually relish the solitude and 

reduced traffic congestion that comes with riding a motorcycle 
at 2:00 in the morning, most do not. Regardless of how many 
lights you have, the risk of running over or into debris, animals 
or any other form of road hazard doesn’t usually outweigh the 
benefits of riding at night.
 It’s no secret that two of the most dangerous times of the 
day are the hour before sunset and the hour before sunrise. 
Adjusting to the shadows and shades of gray is difficult and 
this is when most nocturnal woodland vermin, primarily deer, 
are active. By some estimates, the population of deer is greater 
now than it was during the late 1700s — particularly on the 
eastern seaboard. Needless to say, hitting anything weighing 
100 pounds or more at 65 mph will do considerable damage 
to the motorcycle and rider. 
 When riding at night cannot be avoided, being prepared, 
vigilant and riding defensively are the most prudent things to 
do: reduce your speed, hone your scanning techniques and in-
stall auxiliary lights (although using them should be dependent 
on traffic conditions).
 Another preventive measure to keep out of harm’s way is 
to follow behind a car, light truck or motorcycle traveling in 
the same direction and going approximately the same speed. 
I usually lag behind by about two seconds and when on a 
multi-lane highway, ride in the lane adjacent to the vehicle I’m 
following. By using the leading driver’s headlights, I am able to 
see further down the road than I could on my own and, there-
fore, identify and react earlier to potential problems. Another 
benefit is that the leading vehicle also acts a barrier and blocks 
any deer, coyotes, dogs or other animals that might wander 
onto the road. Having an extra set of eyes at night is always 
useful, especially if you’re fatigued or tired.
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Bill Shaw’s
Long distance touring tips
Bill Shaw’s
Long distance touring tips

Bill Shaw is the Editor-in-Chief of the Iron Butt Magazine and has been a 
BMWBMW member since 1994. He has also served BMWBMW as its President, 
VP, Secretary and Rally Chairman on two occasions. For more safety-related 
articles like this, I’d suggest subscribing to the IBA magazine — it’s only $20 a 
year and you don’t need to be a member to subscribe! —Ed.

Riding at night

http://www.beemersuberalles.com
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“Tell us when you need it!”

 We are your One Stop print shop, 
   You name it, We print it!
     T-shirts, Caps,
    Athletic Wear,
   Announcements,
  Business cards, 
 Envelopes, & 

MORE!

All BTS members get 10% Off!
( present this ad when placing order to receive discount )

BMW Motorrad saw all-time sales highs in the 
first half of 2013, with sales climbing 9.7% 

to 64.941 vehicles delivered. This compares to 
59,189 in the first half of 2012. June had the 
strongest growth, with sales jumping 22.1% from 
10,271 in 2012 to 12,541 in 2013.
 In the United States, BMW Motorrad reported 
selling 1,346 motorcycles in July 2013, a 31.1% 
increase over the 1,027 sold in July 2012. This 
happened in spite of an overall motorcycle indus-
try sales decline of 5% in the first half of 2013.
 The new R 1200 GS Wasserboxer led the sales 
charge in July with 201 units sold in the USA. 
Total R bike sales rose 47% from 344 sold in July 
2012 to 506 sold in July 2013. The two K 1600 
models drove a 27% rise to 234 K bikes sold in 
July 2013. Customers are reacting positively to the 
new F 800 GT and F 800 GSA models, but sales 
numbers aren’t available yet. F bikes in general 
enjoyed a 126% climb to 319 units sold and de-
mand for the C 650 GT maxi-scooter continues to 
outpace supply.

BMW Motorrad sales rise 
in 2013

BMW expects great results from its new midsize adventure motor-
cycle, the F800GSA. With its larger tank and revised geometry, riders 
are likewise anticipating great performance from this new bike.

A BMW Bike’s Best Friend:
Skilled Routine Inspection

and Maintenance
If you need a tune-up, Khanh’s 
EUBMW Repair Shop will do the 

needed work and check out your 
bike’s whole system to spot 
problems before they happen.

Be ready for the Fall
riding season!

Khanh’s EUBMW Repair 
Shop is at your service in 
the Armature Building.

Khanh’s EUBMW Repair Shop
(in the Armature Building)
3025 Colvin St, Alexandria, VA 22314

Phone: (571) 294-2386
Stop in or call for an appointment.

http://www.asapscreenprinting.com
http://www.eubmw.com


days of one button having one 
purpose are long gone. Every but-
ton multi-tasks, endlessly com-
plicating things for the rider and 
serving more to distract from than 
assist in the ride. I knew the box-
ers would go this direction the 
minute I saw the first K 1600 GT 
in my area. That rotating, clickable 
thumb wheel on the left grip was 
the death-knell for simplicity as far 
as motorcycle controls are con-
cerned. A simple, single-function 
turn signal switch didn’t stand a 
chance in that light.
 I admit that I haven’t ridden a 
Wasserboxer yet, but I sure am ex-
cited to get my hands on one. The 
technology is amazing and I’m 
glad that BMW continues to inno-
vate in the motorcycle world and, 
even more so, continues to drive 
forward the genre they single-
handedly created – the large-bore 
adventure motorcycle. I hope I 
have the opportunity one day to 
own one of these marvels of the 
modern age; when I do, I will miss 
the simplicity, grace and elegance 
of BMW’s old turn signal switches.

Between the GuttersBetween the Gutters By Wes Fleming, BtS Editor8  09/13  Between the Spokes 

With the advent of the “Wasserboxer,” BMW has finally brought the all-in-one turn signal 
switch to the boxer platform. The last holdout of logic and reason in motorcycle signal-

ing is gone, and with it, you can be assured that as soon as the RT and R models featuring this 
engine come out for the 2015 or 2016 model years, you won’t see any new BMWs with the 
familiar, comfortable three-button turn signal setup.

An end to logic

 The introduction of the single-
button turn signal switch shouldn’t 
bother me so much, but it does. 
In the past, I eagerly awaited 
every new issue of any motor-
cycle magazine that held a sneak 
peek, quick look or full review of 
BMW’s new models. I despaired 
and ranted loudly when nearly 
every reviewer whined about 
BMW’s “antiquated” or “irritating” 
turn signal switch setup. “Why 
can’t these BMWs have turn signal 
switches like every other bike in 
the world?” they almost universal-
ly cried. I remember one reviewer 
knocking off a whole star in his 
review of a new BMW boxer com-
pletely due to the “stupid” turn 
signal switches and another saying 
he’d buy one of these bikes tomor-
row if it wasn’t for those damned 
turn signal switches.
 It’s no surprise that in Motor-
cyclist, Cycle World, Rider and 
even Motorcycle Consumer News, 
the writer discussing the new GS 
made a specific point to men-
tion the new “just like every other 
bike” turn signal switch setup.

 Maybe I’ll be the only rider 
that will miss the sensible layout 
of having one turn signal switch 
on each side. The call to bring 
BMW to the “just like everybody 
else” arena on turn signal switches 
has always included “but it’s so 
much easier” and “it’s much more 
logical.” I disagree. Using your 
turn signals is a two-step process: 
1) turn on turn signal; 2) turn off 
turn signal. Each of these mo-
tions requires separate thought 
processes and activating a turn 
signal and cancelling it are usually 
separated by a matter of seconds, 
if not minutes, allowing these to 
be completely isolated activities in 
both thought and action. There is 
no need to integrate them into one 
switch and doing so needlessly 
clutters not only the controls, but 
the rider’s mind as well.
 I suppose it’s no surprise, 
really, that BMW has become 
just like every other motorcycle 
manufacturer in installing a three-
way turn signal switch. With the 
proliferation of electronic doo-
dads on modern motorcycles, the 

R 1200 GS left grip controls: a 2005 model on the left and the new Wasserboxer 
on the right. The bike in the top photo (at right) has cruise control and the rotary 
switch that controls the main computer (riding modes, suspension, etc.), while 
the one on the bottom has neither. Be sure to read the instruction manual!
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This photo of the new water-cooled R 1200 GS 
and the two photos of the new control clusters 
on the opposite page are courtesy of BMW.

http://www.battley.com
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The 13th BMW Motorrad Days, 5-7 
July in Munich/Garmisch-Partenkirch-

en, Germany, was a success across the 
board. Last year’s record attendance was 
outdone once again with a total of over 
40,000 visitors from all over the world. 
Perfect riding weather, a record crowd, 
the 90th anniversary of BMW Motorrad 
and the richly diverse program of events 
and activities provided the perfect setting 
for the world’s biggest BMW motorcycle 
get-together. 
 On Thursday evening more than 700 
bikers came to the Warm-Up Party at the 
BMW Museum in Munich to get into the 
mood for a superb weekend at the foot 
of the Zugspitz massif. Already on Friday, 
there was a huge turnout with atten-
dance figures eventually exceeding all 
expectations. This was hardly surprising: 
in addition to all the attractions, new 
products, breathtaking stunts, motor rac-
ing stars and test rides, guests were also 
attracted by the event’s now legendary 
party atmosphere. 
 The Hausberg in Garmisch hosted 
everything focused on two-wheel riding 
pleasure for three days. Whether in the 
party tent, round the camp fire, on test 
rides or in the exhibition area, the spirit 
that bonds the friends of BMW Motor-
rad into one big community permeated 
everyone, regardless of age, origins or 
gender. Fans both with and without a 
motorcycle came, not just from Germany 
and neighboring countries, but also from 
40 countries around the world. One visi-
tor who took the land route from China 
on his BMW probably undertook the 
longest journey. 
 Word has clearly got around that 
boredom is simply not an option at this 
event — and the program certainly of-
fered many new, interesting and breath-
taking activities. As a result, the 3.7-acre 
camping area was full up throughout the 
entire weekend, and every hotel in
Garmisch-Partenkirchen and the sur-
rounding area was completely booked.
 At the BMW Classic tent there was 
a special exhibition entitled “90 Years of 
BMW Motorrad” which took visitors off 
on a journey through time: milestones 
of the brand’s history were displayed 
over an area of 5,400 square feet. These 
included the 1923 R32 and the K1, not 
to mention motor racing legends such as 

BMW Motorrad Days

Gaston Rahier’s winning bike at the Da-
kar Rally and various prototypes. BMW 
also debuted the new book 90 Years of 
BMW Motorrad.
 BMW Motorrad presented the cur-
rent model range, including the new F 
800 GS Adventure, at the big exhibition 
tent.
 Visitors were especially keen to 
see the BMW Concept Ninety, a con-
cept study based closely on the BMW 
Motorrad design icon BMW R 90 S that 
celebrates its 40th anniversary this year. 
Roland Sands was closely involved in 
creating the study with his customer bike 
design team and was in Garmisch in per-
son to present this modern interpretation 
of a sporty boxer motorcycle.
 The fact that this machine not only 
looks good but also moves fast was 
demonstrated by BMW Motorrad head 
designer Edgar Heinrich and American 
racer Valerie Thompson, who rode it for 
the first ever BMD Classic Boxer Sprint. 
Thompson is the fastest woman in the 
world on a BMW S 1000 RR and holds 
five speed records. 
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 The 1st BMD Classic Boxer Sprint 
was organized by BMW Motorrad in 
collaboration with Team Glemseck 
101. Enthusiastic fans lined Sankt-
Martin-Strasse on Saturday afternoon 
to see 32 entrants compete with each 
other in pair-based knockout con-
test over a distance of one-eighth of 
a mile. The event was only open to 
BMW motorcycles with a boxer en-
gine. Winner Fabio Macaccini from 
Rimini, Italy rode to victory on his 
converted R 1200, qualifying for one 
of the Glemseck 101 sprints. 
 The Original Motodrom put in 
its first appearance in Garmisch and 
proved to be a real crowd-puller. The 
oldest travelling wall of death in the 
world, it features professional rid-
ers, including one from Malaysia, 
performing the most amazing motor-
cycle acrobatics. They rattled over the 
wooden planks on their BMWs and 
Indians, apparently defying the laws 
of gravity. The show was so popular 
that twice as many sessions were run 
than originally planned to cope with 
demand, especially on Saturday. 
 Chris Pfeiffer is a long-established 
highlight at the BMW Motorrad Days, 
one of the world’s leading street bike 
freestyle riders and four-time world 
stunt champion. On his BMW F 800 

R he once again performed a 
breathtaking show on the asphalt 
of the event arena, as well as giv-
ing an impressive display of what 
is possible on a new water-cooled 
R 1200 GS. 
 Over 80 exhibitors from 
Germany and abroad came to 
Garmisch-Partenkirchen to pres-
ent products and services relat-
ing to all aspects of motorcycling 
(including tuning, parts, tires, ac-
cessories, publications, travel and 
training). There was also a Custom 
Bike Area for customer-specific 
conversions, which even included 
a stand representing the legendary 
Ace Cafe London. 
 There was a lot for motor rac-
ing fans to enjoy, too: rather than 
being parked in the paddock of 
the World Superbike Champion-
ship, the truck of the BMW Motor-
rad racing team was to be seen at 
the BMW Motorrad Days for the 
entire weekend. World-class riders 
Marco Melandri and Chaz Davies 
as well as superbike legend Troy 
Corser were happy to sign auto-
graphs and answer fans’ questions. 
 Test ride activities featuring 
the BMW Motorrad model range 
were once again highly popular, 

and try-outs on the BMW C evolu-
tion prototypes featuring the inno-
vative electric drive were a special 
attraction. 
 There were a total of more 
than 2,400 visitor test rides on 
new products in the course of 
the weekend including try-outs, 
on-road test rides and trials in the 
Hausberg enduro area measuring 
over 10,000 square meters. Over 
800 off-road fans also took train-
ing courses at the BMW Enduro 
Park, where the entire GS model 
range was available. 
 Thanks to perfect organiza-
tion, the entire event went off 
without a hitch once again. 

The 14th Motorrad Days will take 
place 4-6 July 2014.

Compiled from official BMW communica-
tions. Photos courtesy BMW.
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http://www.mortonsbmw.com
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Last July, BMW announced they 
were summarily pulling out of 

World Superbike competition (see 
our August, 2012 issue — Ed.). BMW 
called the move “strategic realign-
ment,” but many racing fans who ride 
BMW motorcycles called it “crazy,” 
especially in the light that Marco 
Melandri had just won two big races 
right before the announcement — Salt 
Lake City on 28 June 2012 and Ara-
gon, Spain on 1 July 2012.
 The silver lining in that cloud 
was that BMW Motorrad Italia picked 
up the team, keeping the universally 
praised S 1000 RR on tracks — and 
more importantly, in the media spot-
light — around the world.
 In another surprise announce-
ment released on 24 July this year, 
BMW Motorrad is completely bail-
ing out of the Superbike World 

Championship, despite another 
great racing season from Marco 
Melandri and his teammate, Chaz 
Davies.
 BMW Motorrad General di-
rector Stephan Schaller called it 
“consistent” with BMW’s direc-
tion, while General Manager 
BMW Motorrad WSBK Andrea 
Buzzoni commented, “I am sure 
[the team] will continue to do 
everything to end the season on a 
high note.” In this reporter’s opin-
ion, that will be tough. Melandri 
and Davies are world-class riders, 
professional to the core, but this 
has to be a big hit to their morale. 
Instead of relaxing in their free 
time, they’ll be scrambling to find 
new teams to join and new mo-
torcycles to ride for next season’s 
races.

BMW Motorrad walks away from racing — again
By Wes Fleming

 The rationale for bailing on 
one of the most popular motor-
cycle racing series in the world is 
that BMW Motorrad wants to fo-
cus on “the expansion of product 
segments under 500cc, e-mobility 
and the development of market 
potential in emerging economies 
like Brazil and Asia.”
 As of this writing, BMW re-
fused to speculate on what their 
future participation in the racing 
world would be. In just four short 
years of FIM Superbike participa-
tion, BMW riders racked up 11 
wins and 33 podium finishes, 
reaching their pinnacle in the 
2012 season, when BMW finished 
second in the manufacturer’s clas-
sification and contended for the 
riders’ title through the last laps 
of the final race of the season.

England’s Chaz 
Davies leaves 
his #19 S 1000 
RR HP4 with 
a member of 
his pit crew.
Davies won 
both races at 
Aragon, Spain 
in April and 
has one other 
podium finish 
this season.
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Italian #33 Marco Melandri corners in a downpour. Melandri won races at Monza, Italy (May),
Portimão, Portugal (June) and Moscow, Russia, (July) in addition to podium finishes in four other races.

Photos on these 
two pages cour-
tesy of BMW.

http://www.bobsbmw.com


Head on over to the club’s Café Press page — www.cafepress.com/+bmwbmw+gifts — to see what’s available or con-
tact our Sales Chair, Jim Hopkins (sales@bmwbmw.org) if you have any questions or would like to help out on the 

sales committee. Come to a club meeting [the next club meeting is actually the picnic on 8 September —Ed.] to learn 
more.

Club swag available online, at meetings

The 2014 F 800 GSA In early May, BMW announced the re-
lease of the 2014 F 800 GSA, its first 

midsize motorcycle specifically outfitted 
for extended off-road touring.
 While it shares most of its statistics 
with the standard F 800 GS, the new Ad-
venture model has a larger, 6.3 gallon fuel 
tank, which required altering and reinforc-
ing the entire rear subframe. BMW claims 
this extra 2.1 gallons of fuel capacity 
extend’s the motorcycle’s range by about 
100 miles. ABS is standard, of course, and 
ASC and ESA are also available either from 
the factory or as dealer-installed options. 
The user-selectable engine maps include 
BMW’s new Enduro mode for improved 
off-road performance.
 Seat height goes up about a half inch 
to 35” (standard) or 33.9” (low), but there’s 
no low suspension option available for this 
GSA. The bike’s max load actually drops 
11 pounds, topping out at 496 lbs; fuel ef-
ficiency drops as well, from 62 mpg for the 
F 800 GS to 55 mpg for the GSA.
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F 800 GSA technical details: 798cc, 85hp at 7,500 rpm; 61 lb-ft of torque at 
5,750 rpm; 12:1 compression ratio; top speed 120 mph; 400W alternator; 
6-speed gearbox; chain drive; suspension travel 9.1” (front), 8.5” (rear); tire 
sizes 90/90R21 (front), 150/70R17 (rear); unladen weight 505 lbs wet; total 
weight allowed 1,001 lbs; MSRP $13,550.

http://www.cafepress.com/+bmwbmw+gifts
mailto:sales%40bmwbmw.org?subject=


Club businessClub business

Slate of prospective officers announced, accepted
The Election Committee presented the following slate of prospective club officers for 2014 and, per the club’s bylaws, 

the Board of Directors accepted the slate for presentation to the club and confirmation by election in October.

The prospective officers for 2014 are:
  President:   Scott Keimig
  Vice President:  Drew Alexander
  Secretary:   Jim Howland
  Treasurer:   Henry Winokur
  Membership Chair: Joel Gladding
  Newsletter Chair: Wes Fleming

Position statements from each candidate will appear in the October issue of Between the Spokes along with the ballot. 
Online voting will be available as well, with details in next month’s issue and on the club’s web forums.
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Every club has those fantastic members — the ones that go out of their way to help the club, its members or to advance 
the sport of motorcycling. Give them some richly deserved recognition by nominating them for Member of the Year or 

for BMWBMW’s Hall of Fame.
 Member of the Year is an annual award that recognizes service to the club. It’s for the club member that’s always 
ready and willing to lend a hand whenever needed.
 The Hall of Fame is BMWBMW’s version of a lifetime achievement award. It recognizes members that have really 
gone above and beyond not only in supporting the club but also motorcycling in general.
 Nominations are due to the Board of Directors by September 10. For more information or to submit a nomination, 
contact any board member.

Seeking nominations for MotY, Hall of Fame

http://www.jtmotorsports.net


Membership application/renewal form.
Please check appropriate selections:

o NEW MEMBER  o RENEWAL  o CHANGE OF ADDRESS

NAME ______________________________________________________________

Associate ___________________________________________________________

STREET ______________________________________  BMW MOA # __________

CITY, STATE, ZIP _________________________________ BMW RA # __________

OCCUPATION _______________________________________ AMA # __________

PHONE (c) (h) (w) ____________________________________________________

E-MAIL _____________________________________________________________

AGE GROUP
o 16–25 o 46–55
o 26–35 o 56–65
o 36–45 o 65+

I’m interested in helping out with 
the following committees:

o Gov’t Affairs o Rally
o Internet o Rides
o Meetings & Events o Safety
o Membership o Sales
o Newsletter/BTS o Tech

MEMBERSHIP DUES
Regular Member $20/year

Associate Member $7.50/year

Dues may be paid for 1, 2 or 3 years. Associate members must reside at the 
same address as the regular member. Associate members have all the privi-
leges of regular members but do not receive a separate copy of the newsletter.

Make check payable to “BMWBMW” and send it with this form to:
Karen Ager, Membership Chair

P.O. Box 44735, Ft. Washington, MD 20749-4735
Membership dues are not refundable.

Motorcycles
(year, make, model)

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

Referred to BMWBMW by

_________________________

Sign up or renew 
online with PayPal at 
www.bmwbmw.org

18  09/13  Between the Spokes

Breakfast rides are informal 
gatherings of members who 
meet for breakfast and often 
a ride afterwards. Not all 
members participate in the 
after-meal rides and some 
like to show up solely for 
the ride. Interested? Arrive 
early, introduce yourself and 
be ready to have fun. Look 
for the tables with helmets 
and jackets piled on or near 
them and don’t be shy.
 If you’d like more infor-
mation, or to volunteer to 
lead a ride one weekend, 
contact Ed Phelps at
rides@bmwbmw.org.

1st Sunday — 8 a.m.
BALTIMORE 
BREAKFAST RIDE

GOLDEN CORRAL
7908 Rossville Boulevard, 
Baltimore, MD 21236. To 
have a reminder e-mail 
sent to you the week
before the breakfast, 
send your e-mail address 
to Jim Pellenbarg,
jpellenbarg@juno.com.

3rd Sunday — 10 a.m.
MARYLAND 
BREAKFAST RIDE

THE COZY
103 Frederick Road, 
Thurmont, MD 21788. 
Take I-270 N to Frederick 
and continue north on
U.S. 15. Take the first 
Thurmont exit. Turn right at 
the first stop sign, then left at 
the first traffic light. Go 1/4 
mile and look to the left.

4th Sunday — 8.30 a.m.
VIRGINIA
BREAKFAST RIDE

THE MAIN STREET PUB
7140 Main Street, Clifton, 
VA 20124. Park across the 
street by the rail car or behind 
the pub. Walk through the 
convenience store to the 
restaurant in the back. The 
ride to the pub requires a 
long stretch of twisty back 
roads, so please have fun.

You can find out more by perusing the “Rides to Eat” section of the BMWBMW online forums.

Breakfast ridesBreakfast rides

BMWBMW welcomes its newest members:

José Abiles of Vienna, VA; Bob Chatman of Crofton, MD; John Cooper of Alexandria, VA; Sean Ep-
person and Cheryl Beuning of Harpers Ferry, WV; Erik Lewis of Frederick, MD; Michael Orsinger of 
Purcellville, VA; Jared Siebenaler of Alexandria, VA; Paul Sullivan of Alexandria, VA; Michael Touhey of 
Annapolis, MD.

Please welcome the club’s newest members!

http://www.bmwbmw.org
mailto:rides%40bmwbmw.org?subject=
mailto:jpellenbarg%40juno.com?subject=


OKTOBERFEST REGISTRATION FORM
5-6 October, 2013

Copy/print/tear off and mail to:  Henry Winokur, 6613 Elgin Lane, Bethesda, MD 20817 
 BMWBMW’s Oktoberfest takes place at Camp WestMar, near Thurmont, MD, the same location where we hold the annual Square 
Route Rally. There is plentiful camping available and several bunkhouses, space in which is available on a first-come, first-served basis. Also 
available are toilet and shower facilities, picnic tables, covered shelters and a handy fire pit, not to mention some of the best rural riding 
roads in the area.
 Pre-registration is REQUIRED for this event; the pre-registration deadline is Friday, 27 September.
 Check-in all day Saturday, 5 October. Check-out follows the 10 am General Membership Meeting on Sunday, 6 October.
 Oktoberfest is BYOB — the club supplies no alcohol for this event.

Cost is $21/adult, $10/child 4-12. Children 3 & under are free. You may pay online at www.bmwbmw.org, but please remember to mail this 
form to the above address with a note that you’ve paid via PayPal.

Enclosed is $    for     adults and     children 4-12.
Send this form along with your check payable to BMWBMW.

NAME:          Member No.    E-mail:

GUEST NAME(s):

ADDRESS:          CITY      STATE  ZIP

TELEPHONE: (home) (work) (mobile)

SIGNATURE:            GUEST SIGNATURE(s):

By signing this registration form, you and any guest listed above agree to waive, release and hold harmless BMWBMW and its representatives, the American 
Legion and Camp WestMar, for any liability resulting from damage, loss or personal injury while attending the 2013 Oktoberfest. This waiver extends to heirs, 
administrators and assignees.
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http://www.bmwbmw.org/
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