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This last column of mine should 
really be a piece of cake. All I 

need to do is give y’all a big wave 
and move to the sidelines. Well, 
my writer’s block is kicking in 
and I have stared at this screen for 
about a week. Where to begin...
 In last month’s column, I 
thanked Rick and Karen for their 
service, as they have also decided 
to end their term with the club. So 
now I get to pick on those remain-
ing. J. Henry Winokur will forever 
be known to me as “Money Man” 
Henry. He takes his role as trea-
surer to heart, and always looks 
for ways to protect the financial 
interests of the club. Nothing gets 
by him, so don’t try! Wes Flem-
ing has done such an outstanding 
job improving the newsletter and 
enhancing our image. His efforts 
have been recognized by other 
clubs, the MOA, and countless 
individuals. He loves his job as 
editor, and it shows.

Moving along  Last, but certainly not least, 
Scott Keimig. Scott served the club 
first as secretary, then VP, and now 
as president. He has been such a 
great partner in leading this club 
with me, and I have no doubt we 
are all in good hands going for-
ward. Don’t let his quiet demeanor 
fool you; he has strong resolve and 
works tirelessly to make this club 
a success. Thank you to ALL of 
this recent Board for your efforts: 
being serious when it was needed 
and sharing a laugh to lighten the 
mood. These folks actually volun-
teered to meet at least 2-3 hours 
a month, they spent a few hours 
(or more) on their assigned tasks, 
and occasionally joined a confer-
ence call at 8pm on a Sunday due 
to some escalated issue that just 
couldn’t wait until the next meet-
ing. Most importantly, all were 
committed to doing their job right. 
  I want to thank the forum 
moderators for being the police 
when needed. They have a thank-
less job of nuking spammers, 

reminding people of forum rules for their post-
ings, and doing an occasional smack-down for bad 
behavior. (Now that my presidency is complete, I 
can share that, sometimes, smack-downs are fun to 
watch.) Bryant Kling, Ed DeAngelo and Rick 
Przybylski combine diplomacy with a sense of 
humor to keep the forum a nice place to visit. Andy 
Dooley, as the webmaster, is their ringleader and 
does so much more in his role. 
  Committee chairs play a big role in your club 
experience. Here’s a shout-out to Chaz Fisher 
(Safety), Tina Fraembs (Tech), Ed Phelps (Rides), Jim 
Hopkins (Sales), Ed Stiley (Government Affairs) and 
Andy Dooley (Internet/Webmaster) for their work 
to help you enjoy your bike, the ride, and the club 
even more.
  Finally, thanks to the membership for your sup-
port of me and the Board these past years. Paying 
dues is certainly important and helps us accom-
plish our goals, but it’s important to be involved 
and show up. I can’t begin to list the individual 
efforts I have seen over the years. So many people 
contribute to our success by helping in little and 
big ways, and I always personally appreciated it.
 So there you go, I’m moving along. I’ll be over 
here on the sidelines, leading some cheers and 
never heckling from the cheap seats. Best of 
luck to the new Board! 

http://www.mortonsbmw.com


Marty Cover won the 10-hour Void Rally on Sunday, 13 October with an 853-point run. Seventeen-year-old Armaan Mehta, 
riding in his second Void, took second place with 811 points. His parents, the husband-and-wife team of Matt Corrigan and 

Chetna Lal, scored 801 for third place. Lisa Hecker and her 15-year-old daughter Molly came in fourth with 768. Walt Oswald 
came in sixth place with 724.
 Several current and former club members rode in the 24-hour rally, including Bruce Dimon, Allen Hatcher, BJ Morrissett and 
Jeff Wilson.
 For more information on the Void Rally, held every year in October, check out their website at www.rallythevoid.com.

BMWBMW members sweep 10-hour Void Rally

Chetna Lal, Matt Corrigan, Marty Cover, Armaan Mehta
and 24-hour competitor Bruce Dimon.
Photos by Wes Fleming.

Molly and Lisa Hecker at the scoring 
table. Photo by Jonathan Tan.
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The 2014 holiday party
Register right now, while you’re thinking about it! Don’t let the holiday rush get in your way. The party will be on Saturday, 
January 11, 2014 at the Golden Bull restaurant in Gaithersburg, MD. A popular Montgomery County landmark for over 30 years, 
they’re located at 7 Dalamar Street, Gaithersburg, MD 20877 (301-948-3666). Check them out on the web at
www.golden-bull.com.
 A cash bar at 6 pm starts the party off with a bang! Dinner will begin at 7 pm. The Golden Bull is known for their excellent 
food and we’ll partake of their Special Occasion Dinner Buffet. Dinner will include a garden salad, rolls and butter, and coffee, 
hot or iced tea and soda. From the Carving Station, we’ve chosen a Roast Sirloin of Beef au jus with horseradish sauce. Additional 
entrées include Breast of Chicken Chardonnay and a Spinach Lasagna. Your entrée will be complemented by oven roasted red 
skin potatoes, rice pilaf and a seasonal vegetable medley. For dessert, enjoy vanilla ice cream along with our famous decorated 
cake. All this for only $25 per person.
 After dinner, we’ll get right down to business. You’ll get to meet new board members, find out winners of the 2013 mileage 
contest and the America Wandering Seeking Cities Having Identical Twins (AWSCHIT) program. Watch the club forum for the an-
nouncement of our guest speaker. Don’t forget to stick around for the door prize drawings  — the club always seems to have excit-
ing or useful door prizes!
 This is a registration-required event ONLY and the registration deadline is Monday, January 6, 2014!
 If you prefer to use PayPal, send your payment to treasurer@bmwbmw.org with 2014 Holiday Party in the subject line. Re-
member to indicate how many people you’re paying for. If you use PayPal, PLEASE also submit a registration form (see page 19)
and indicate your PayPal transaction number.

Club businessClub business

http://www.rallythevoid.org
http://www.golden-bull.com
mailto:treasurer%40bmwbmw.org?subject=2014%20holiday%20party
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Chetna Lal, Matt Corrigan, Marty Cover, Armaan Mehta
and 24-hour competitor Bruce Dimon.
Photos by Wes Fleming.

It’s thirty minutes after midnight 
Eastern Time and I am sitting in 

front of my computer wondering 
what I am doing up at this time of 
night.
 The answer is simple. I want 
to register for Butt Lite 7, a six-
day endurance rally that will take 
place next summer. For some 
reason the rumor mill had it that 
everyone wants a spot in this 
rally. Because registration will be 
limited to the first 70 to sign up, I 
am trying to ensure I make the cut. 
The problem is that registration 
opens at midnight Central Time 
and I am a little early. It gives me 
time to reflect on why I am doing 
this.
 Back in 2008, I stumbled 
upon a ride report by Wes Flem-
ing, now the BTS editor, detailing 
his adventures (?) in the Void 3 ral-
ly. I found the idea intriguing and 
I signed up for the Void 4. I have 
completed 14 endurance rallies 

since; it’s been a virtual obsession.
 Why is that? First of all, it’s 
the people. I get to hang out with 
people who love the combination 
of motorcycles and long distance 
riding. I love the fact that you can 
show up at one of these events not 
knowing a single soul, wondering 
what the heck you’ve gotten your-
self into, then leave having made 
new friends. Although the events 
are competitive, no one hesitates 
to provide a helping hand to the 
new guy – or even to other vet-
erans. Folks like Nancy Oswald, 
Don Catterton, Jeff Wilson, Allen 
Hatcher and many others have 
both provided encouragement and 
given me a goal: I want to finish 
ahead of them when the points are 
totaled. Second is the idea of plan-
ning a thousand-mile scavenger 
hunt. Correlating the combinations 
of bonus locations, point values, 
average speeds and timing into a 
workable route make up a game 

that that can be fun and frustrating at the 
same time. In the end, a rally comes down to 
one thing: planning your ride and riding your 
plan. That is not as easy as it sounds. If you 
can do that, your score takes care of itself. As 
an added bonus, I get to ride with my daugh-
ter, Lisa Hecker, at some of these rallies.
 In July I attended both the start and 
finish of the Iron Butt Rally — 11 days and 
11,000 miles of fun for the riders. I won-
dered if I could do it and really wished I was 
out there trying. I realized I had never done 
a multi-day rally, so Butt Lite is a way to get 
experience and see if an Iron Butt is feasible 
for me. Besides, it looks good on my rally 
resume.
 Finally it’s midnight Central Time. The 
registration site comes online and I am in. 
Over the next few months, and with some 
help from the editor, I will follow up this 
blurb with occasional updates on all the 
preparations, both for me and the motor-
cycle, in future issues of BtS.

Marty Cover has a self-professed addiction to BMW motorcycles 
and long distance riding. His current stable consists of a K1600GT 
and an F700GS. He won the 10-hour Void Rally in 2013.

Dealing with an obsession By Marty Cover

http://www.mortonsbmw.com
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Someone once told me I’d need

for this project. I think I’m starting to understand what that means.

Airhead Zen
By Michael Potter

It’s been a long time since my last 
update, for the very best reasons! 

I’ve been riding and riding and rid-
ing — about 7,000 miles since the 
last update. To start out the summer 
and the rally season, I rode to the 
Morton’s Spring Fling Rally, and, of 
course, to the Square Route Rally in 
June. After these two relatively local 
shake-down rides, I really started 
racking up the miles on the 32-year-
old R100RT.
 Taking the long way to Asheville, 
NC, and back for the BMW Rid-
ers Association Rally added another 
thousand miles, and the bike per-
formed admirably. By the end of the 
trip,though, I was sure something 
wasn’t quite right, maybe as a result 
of how long the bike had sat idle. At 
high speed, I started experiencing a 
bit of a wobble. I replaced the rear 
tire, but the wobble persisted. Again 
I leaned on my local mechanic, 
George Mangicaro at Beemers Über 

Alles, who replaced the fork oil 
and did a much better job lining 
up the forks than I had. After only 
an hour of work, the bike was rid-
ing true. 
 With concerns about the 
engine popping at idle and valve 
life, I decided to remove the pulse 
air system; following the instruc-
tions found on the BMW MOA 
forum made the job quite easy. 
At the same time, I added inline 
fuel filters and the missing fuel 
line crossover, and started to feel 
like I was almost done. The rest of 
the summer was relatively prob-
lem free, except for a few minor 
snares. I rode to Michigan, all 
around the state, and back, for a 
total of around 2,000 problem-
free miles. The exception was 
needing to adjust the carburetor 
floats on the roadside a few times 
before getting them just right, 
again with advice from George. 
I wish I could say that was my 
last frantic motorcycle mechanic 
phone call of the summer, but un-
fortunately it didn’t work out that 
way.
 With late July hot weather in 
full swing, I took a hiatus from 
the RT after the Michigan trip and 
sent the speedometer to Over-
seas Speedometer in Austin, TX, 
to have the odometer reworked. 
After enjoying some quality hot 
weather riding time with my 
naked R75/5, the speedometer 
arrived just in time for another 
big trip. Overseas Speedometer 
even added the miles for me that 
I’d tracked while the odometer 
was down. After a relatively easy 
late night install, a quick test run 
verified that the odometer and 
speedometer worked perfectly. 
The next morning, I left with my 

friend Taylor for our annual trip to 
Indianapolis for the MotoGP races.
 We had only ridden through 
one tank of gas when I ran into 
my first problem. My windshield 
cracked near the left mounting 
point and hit me in the helmet as 
it dropped to the lowest angle. 
Fortunately, Taylor had come more 
prepared than I, and with a quick 
Gorilla tape fix, I was back on the 
road.
 Feeling rather pleased with 
our roadside repair – and quite 
impressed with the Gorilla tape’s 
resilience – we rolled on through 
some of the nicer parts of the ride, 
but the good times didn’t last long. 
As I made my way into Pennsylva-
nia, about 200 miles from home 
my voltmeter started dropping. I 
tried to rationalize with myself at 
first. “It’s a 30 year old instrument, 
maybe it is just inaccurate — 11.8 
volts is probably enough any-
ways,” but the needle kept drop-
ping, from 11.8 down to 11.0, and 
below. I was grasping at straws for 
a cause that wasn’t catastrophic 
when I called George again. I 
explained the situation to him 
and clenched my teeth waiting to 
hear the bad news. “It sounds like 
you’ve got a charging problem,” 
he said. “The best thing to do is 
disconnect your headlight, turn 
around and head home.” Anguish 
washed over my face as we pulled 
into the turnpike gas station. A 
charging system failure could 
mean not only a $500+ repair, but 
the end to a trip that had been a 
tradition for the last five years.
 I unrolled my tool kit.
 After more advice and some 
online research, I realized that the 
generator light was not coming on, 
even with the bike at a dead stop. 

Red Smoke revival — update



Between the Spokes  11/13  7

What did this mean? Bad, good? 
Was the generator light just dead, 
killing the charging circuit? Did 
that matter? Could I have muddled 
something up the last time I put a 
wrench to the bike? I didn’t know 
the answers to any of these ques-
tions, but I set about finding out. I 
disassembled the instrument clus-
ter, hoping to rearrange my indica-
tor bulbs and solve the problem. I 
removed the high beam indicator 
bulb, swapped it for the charging 
light and crossed my fingers.
 Upon reinstallation, and 
thankfully without removing the 
rotor cover, the true problem 
exhibited itself: the screw hold-
ing the connections in place had 
passed through the rubber boot 
that connected the wiring harness 
to the instrument cluster. Eureka! 
The charging circuit had been bro-
ken by the pin connections work-
ing their way loose from vibration. 
With a roadside washer (Heineken 
bottle cap) provided by my riding 
buddy, we were back on the road. 
 Riding away from the turnpike 
rest stop, I had my first airhead 

This may be the final 
entry in the Red Smoke 
Revival saga. Only 
time will tell. In the 
meantime, if you’re 
getting Zen about 
your bike — airhead, 
oilhead, hexhead, 
camhead, wethead, 
belt drive or chain 
drive, please let the 
rest of the club in 
on your progress by 
contacting Wes at 
editor@bmwbmw.org.

For the other episodes 
in this series, see 
the April 2013 and 
July 2013 issues.

Zen moment. I felt excited by the 
prospect of the trip and enriched 
by the experience of working 
through the challenges with my 
friend.

http://www.jtmotorsports.net
mailto:editor%40bmwbmw.org?subject=
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Following closely the release of 
the F 800 GS Adventure, BMW 

announced the bike we all knew was 
coming – a wethead Adventure.
 Calling it the “next-generation 
icon of large-capacity travel enduros,” 
the new Adventure will be on show-
room floors some time during the first 
quarter of 2014.
 Specs on the engine are the same 
as the normal R 1200 GS – 1,170 cc, 
125 horsepower at 7,750 rpm and 
about 92 foot-pounds of torque at 
6,500 rpm. Compression ratio stays 
the same at 12.5:1, which means the 
Adventure calls for premium gasoline; 
95 RON (research octane number) is 
a European specification that equates 
to 91 octane gas in the US. As most 
gas stations in the capital area sell 
91 or 93 octane gas, Adventure rid-
ers will be bellying up to the most 
expensive pump gas in the region for 
the best performance. No word from 
round-the-world riders yet on how 
the Adventure performs on milk jug 
gas poured through cheesecloth.
 Being based on the new R 1200 
GS platform, the Adventure sports 

some minor — but key — differ-
ences. Instead of a plastic tank 
that holds 5.3 gallons of gas, the 
Adventure’s aluminum tank holds 
7.9 gallons for an estimated range 
of over 350 miles on one tank. The 
suspension travel is a little longer 
for the Adventure, gaining nearly 
an inch at both the front and the 
rear. The high seat height goes 
from 34.3 inches on the GS to 
35.8 inches on the GSA.
 Weight specs are up as well; 
curb weight (90% full of gas) is 
525 pounds for the GS, but 537 
pounds for the GSA. Its max load 
goes up 20 pounds, though, top-
ping out at 485.
 One not-so-minor change 
BMW made was increasing the 
flywheel mass to improve low-
speed, low-rev, off-road riding. 
The extra 2.1 pounds of flywheel 
weight works with an additional 
vibration damper after the gearbox 
output to smooth the feel of the 
engine.
 The GSA’s throttle-by-wire and 
automatic stability control (ASC) 

has extra (optional) modes avail-
able in addition to the standard 
Road and Rain modes. Dynamic 
mode features direct throttle re-
sponse and mutes intervention 
from the ASC system, allowing a 
limited amount of rear-end drift 
should the rider wish to indulge. 
If the bike also has Dynamic ESA 
installed, this riding mode firms up 
the suspension.
 Enduro mode is meant for 
general off-road riding. Fuel map-
ping is softened a bit and ASC 
response is “more restrained,” 
once again giving the rider access 
to some rear-wheel sliding action. 
ABS operation is altered for use 
with road tires on loose terrain, 
and Dynamic ESA softens up to 
suit the bumpier surfaces found off 
the pavement.
 Enduro Pro is meant for seri-
ous off-road use by experienced 
riders using knobby tires. ABS is 
deactivated only for the rear wheel 
(and only when the rear brake 
pedal is used) and the Dynamic 
ESA makes the suspension firmer 

BMW announces R 1200 GS Adventure8  11/13  Between the Spokes
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A BMW Bike’s Best Friend:
Skilled Routine Inspection

and Maintenance
If you need a tune-up, Khanh’s 
EUBMW Repair Shop will do the 

needed work and check out your 
bike’s whole system to spot 
problems before they happen.

Be ready for the Fall
riding season!

Khanh’s EUBMW Repair 
Shop is at your service in 
the Armature Building.

Khanh’s EUBMW Repair Shop
(in the Armature Building)
3025 Colvin St, Alexandria, VA 22314

Phone: (571) 294-2386
Stop in or call for an appointment.

for increased feedback from the terrain.
 BMW calls the Adventure’s bodywork 
“completely restyled,” but it’s hard to tell the 
major differences in the photos provided to the 
press. The frame is the same as the standard GS 
and while the fuel tank is obviously larger, the 
main styling cues remain the same. The GSA 
has the same (optional) LED headlight and day-
time running light. Crash bars and protective 
grills for the air intakes are standard – as are 
hand protectors – giving the GSA a more butch 
look from the factory. The beak over the front 
wheel that has come to mark this genre of mo-
torcycles is slightly restyled and the windshield 
is shaped differently – more tapered – than the 
GS, but other than those differences, the GSA 
looks exactly as you expect it to.
 The new Adventure will be available in 
three different colors — Alpine white, racing 
blue metallic matte and olive green matte. 
Plenty of factory options will be available as 
well, including an aluminum top case and 
panniers, heated grips, tire pressure monitors, 
a rally seat (with built-in luggage plate), tinted 
windshield, the BMW Motorrad Navigator V 
GPS system, and a toolkit.

That’s right – ABS is standard, but the toolkit is 
optional.

Compiled from official BMW communications.
Photos courtesy BMW Motorrad.

http://www.eubmw.com
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If you ride year-round — unless you 
ride in a cave — you have heard of 

Aerostich. Located in Duluth, MN, 
they pioneered the one-piece textile 
riding suit. Their growing catalog has 
been known to tide over many a rider 
on a snowy day when the frightful 
weather outside makes riding wishful 
thinking.
 Although they carry everything 
from riding gear to books, t-shirts, 
and things you didn’t even know you 
needed — hello, banana luggage any-
one? — Aerostich is mostly known for 
their Roadcrafter suit. The one-piece 
version has a loyal following, and up 
until now, if you wanted one, you 
had to go through a somewhat com-
plicated process of measuring and 
hoping for the best when ordering, 
shipping trial-fit suits back and forth 
to Duluth, or riding to their store in 
Duluth. Thankfully for DC area riders, 
that changed when Aerostich recently 
had a pop-up store in Arlington, VA. 

Open for only a few days at the 
end of September, the store was a 
chance for area riders to see, feel 
and try on Aerostich’s offerings.
 Housed in an empty store-
front, the DC store was identi-
fied by an Aerostich banner and 
several Mr. Happy puppets in the 
windows. For logistical reasons, 
Aerostich couldn’t bring every 
catalog item, but they did have all 
their riding gear, including boots 
and gloves, in just about every 
standard size. Also on hand were 
plenty of friendly, knowledgeable 
staff ready to answer questions 
and help with fitment questions. 
Thanks to Battley Cycle, there 
were also two motorcycles on 
hand so you could check fitment 
while sitting on a motorcycle. 
 Riders looking for cash-and-
carry sales were disappointed, as 
all the merchandise on display 
was strictly for inspection and 

Aerostich comes to DC By Cheree Craze

fitting purposes. To make up for 
that, Aerostich offered free ship-
ping for anything ordered from the 
shop, as well as a code for free 
shipping for a few days after too, 
if you couldn’t or didn’t want to 
decide that day.
 Travelling pop-up stores are 
new for Aerostich for 2013. Ac-
cording to Ida, an employee at the 
DC event, Aerostich realized that 
they needed to reach out to riders 
that couldn’t make it to Duluth, 
so they came up with the pop-up 
store idea. They held three events 
in 2013, in San Francisco, Seattle 
and here in DC. If you missed 
them this year, and a trip to Du-
luth isn’t feasible, they have more 
pop-up stores planned for 2014.

Aerostich’s signature Roadcrafter suits, available for try-
ing on at the pop-up store. Photo by Cheree Craze.

Lisa Hecker checks the suit’s fit while sitting on a bike. Aerostich 
employee Stephanie consults. Photo by Henry Winokur.
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of the new R 1200 
GS Adventure. Photo 
courtesy of BMW.

http://www.bobsbmw.com
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Empowering women through adventure travel
By Wendy Schuss Due to deadlines, a shortened version of this story ran in last month’s

electronic edition. Here is the full version as submitted by the author.

I’ve had a few lives. First, I was an artist in Den-
ver, then an Explosive Ordnance Disposal Tech-

nician and now, I’m a writer and filmmaker. I’ve 
been riding motorcycles for 10 years and have 
more than 100,000 miles on- and off-road. 
 After a return from Iraq, I felt disconnected 
and anxious. I needed to find something to 
shake off the gloom that had settled on my 
heart. I found that something in flying. It cre-
ated a Zen-like focus that allowed me to leave 
that weight on the ground. The community, the 
focus and the wild freedom of flying through the 
air is unmatched by anything — except perhaps 
by a twist of the throttle and accelerating into 
the canvas of a brilliant new landscape. I can’t 
imagine not riding. 
 My traveling companion, Kari Castle, will 
be learning en route. She rides a Piaggio now, 
so she’s not a total newbie! Kari will be help-
ing me film and open doors with her paragliding 

community contacts. 
 Kari is from Bishop, CA. She’s 
a three-time Hang Gliding World 
Champion, multiple National 
Paragliding Champion, Red Bull 
X-Alps Veteran, and a free-flight 
instructor and guide. As an ambas-
sador for our sport, she is unwav-
eringly good-natured with a ready 
smile and big laugh every time 
you meet her. You can learn more 
about her from her website, www.
karicastle.com.
 In spirit, we have a third 
woman with us: pilot, world trav-
eler and motorcycle rider Meg van 
Scriver. We lost her earlier this 
year in Golden, CO, at Lookout 
Mountain. Her name will be on 
my bike as a reminder of her wit, 

bravery and beauty.
 We  want to show you what 
extreme adventure travel looks like 
from a woman’s perspective. Our 
first film will cover our ride from 
Gallup, NM to Santiago, Chile, 
and it will capture the real-life 
moments of a two-woman journey 
as we ride motorcycles and fly 
paragliders through each country, 
finding other female adventurers 
along the way.
 The women I want to include 
in the film are ones we meet on 
the road, quietly exploring the 
world. I have met them before
and often find their stories to be 
more extraordinary than well-
established women who are spon-
sored and have public profiles that 

http://www.karicastle.com
http://www.karicastle.com


any. Please join us and be a part 
of our story. Pledge what you can and if you 
can’t, then come and visit, ride or fly with us. 
We will blog our movement as much as Inter-
net access allows us and give you a front seat 
to this 10,000 mile search as we travel south 
filming “Women, Wheels and Wings.” Our 
blog is at www.livetoflytoride.com.
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From novice tourers to expert long-distance 
riders, all can benefi t from the informative 
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limit candid conversation. I have a 
goal of featuring five amazing gals 
in the film. I am hoping for many 
more than that.
 We will document a cutaway 
view of the trip, showing you step-
by-step preparations, training, our 
stops and the incredible women 
we meet when we get there. We 
will interview other women by 
calculated chance as we fly and 
ride through the Americas. We 
hope to find women by meeting 
them at flying sites, hostels, camp-
sites, interviewing local pilots, and 
researching rider resources like 
Women on Wheels, Women’s Co-
alition of Motorcyclists, Horizons 
Unlimited, ADVrider and paraglid-
ing resources of the same type.
 You will see footage from 
Valle De Bravo, Mexico; Lake 
Aitlan, Guatemala; Lake Ilopango, 
El Salvador; Caballito, Costa Rica; 
Roldanillo, Colombia; Lima, Peru; 
Canoa, Ecuador; and the Atacama 
Desert in Chile.
 As a culture, we bury our-
selves in misconceptions and 
misguided judgment of what this 
kind of travel is really about. Those 
of us that get all our information 
from ratings-driven television and 
radio programming are not getting 
an honest first-hand perspective. 
What you get is shock, hilarity 
and horror. Perhaps there will be 
all three in this documentary, but 
we are shooting for an honest and 
candid view of our own and other 
women’s experiences.
 In preparing for this project, 
I’ve been given a lot of alarm-
ist advice, including instructions 
to watch the two “Taken” films; I 
even had a coworker threatening 
to run an office pool betting on 
which country I would be raped, 
killed or kidnapped in. These 
things have hardened my resolve 
to create an honest documentation 
of what a South American motor-
biking-and-paragliding adventure 
is really like.
 In Colombia a couple of years 
ago, I found myself healing from 
a broken rib and badly sprained 
ankle at a little Irish bar that had 
some cheap rooms above it. While 
having a beer at an outside table, 

a tall blonde woman rolled up on 
her motorcycle. My eyes almost 
popped out! I had seen many male 
riders, but their presence wasn’t 
remarkable to me. I hadn’t seen 
any women. I immediately intro-
duced myself to Sherri and wanted 
to know every bit of her story. 
 My mind wandered and I 
wondered if I could do 
this with a paraglider. 
I also wondered why 
more women weren’t 
doing this. There was 
Sherri, having an amaz-
ing time. There I was, 
recovering from an 
amazing time (I broke 
my rib in a paragliding 
accident), Where were 
the rest of the women?
 Fast-forward almost 
a year to October when 
I met Kari Castle at her 
all-women’s paraglid-
ing clinic in the Ow-
ens Valley. There they 
were — 20-plus remark-
able women with huge 
spirits and beautiful 
paraglider wings to 
match. Since then, I’ve 
been reading about 
and searching for other 
women who love the 
freedom of motor and 
flying sports, and have 
joined organizations 
like  Women on Wheels, 
the Women’s Coalition 
of Motorcyclists and the 
United States Hang-
gliding and Paragliding 
Association.
 Currently, I know 
of only one woman that 
I specifically want to 
meet, Camila Antonorsi 
in Colombia. She is one 
of the very few women 
leading paragliding 
tours. She’s also a sky-
diver and a dentist. 
 The documentary 
idea was born from a 
friend doing her own 
documentary about lady 
paraglider pilots! I loved 
her film and wished for 
more, but there aren’t 

http://www.livetoflytoride.com
http://www.ironbutt.com/ibmagazine
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December brings changes to 
the club Board of Directors, 

and also presents opportunity if 
you are interested in chairing or 
assisting one of our committees. 
The new Board will be reviewing 
committees and appointing chairs 
as needed.
 Keep in mind that even if a 
current chairperson continues 
in the role, we can still use your 
assistance to lighten their load. 
If you are interested, speak up! 
Send an email to any board mem-
ber — the board email addresses 
are all listed on page 2.

The following is a brief description 
of each committee and the role 
within BMWBMW. 

Meetings & Events Committee
The Meetings & Events Committee 
is responsible for arranging places 
and programs for general member-
ship and Board of Directors meet-
ings, and for arranging places for 
club events not covered by other 
committees, such as the picnic 
and holiday party. The date and 
location for all Board and general 
membership meetings should be 
published in the monthly newslet-
ter and on the club website at least 
two months prior to the meeting 
date. The chairperson for this com-
mittee is also responsible for writ-
ing an article for the newsletter 
and on the website two months in 
advance of any major club activity 
(i.e. Oktoberfest, picnic, etc.).

Rides Committee
The Rides Committee is respon-
sible for the planning, organiza-
tion, and management of regularly 
scheduled, ride-related activities. 

This can include scheduling group 
rides, organizing contests (i.e., 
County Bounty, high mileage 
contest, etc.), or simply planning a 
route for inclusion in the newslet-
ter and on the website. No fewer 
than six such rides/events will be 
scheduled and announced in the 
newsletter and on the website 
annually.

Internet Committee
The Internet Committee is respon-
sible for design and content of the 
BMWBMW website at www.
bmwbmw.org. The Webmaster 
must keep the site updated with 
current content and take advan-
tage of current web technology, 
and ensure the site is function-
ing properly. The Webmaster is 
also responsible for interacting 
with web vendors and maintain-
ing the club’s Internet registration/
certificate.

Technical Committee 
The Technical Committee shall 
serve as a clearinghouse for tech-
nical assistance, organize club 
Tech Days/Slack Packs, maintain 
club special tools, and submit a 
yearly written inventory in Janu-
ary to be published in the club 
newsletter.

Safety Committee
The Safety Committee is respon-
sible for the promotion of safe 
riding practices by club members 
and for coordination of the activi-
ties of the club in the promotion of 
greater safety for all motorcyclists.

Government Affairs 
The Government Affairs Commit-
tee is responsible for the monitor-
ing of state and federal regulations 
concerning motorcycling and for 
coordinating efforts by the club 
and companion organizations to

ensure that the views of the club 
are properly presented.

Sales 
The Sales Committee will main-
tain an inventory of club supplies 
and equipment available for sale, 
and make these items available to 
the general membership at meet-
ings and other events. This com-
mittee will: 1) process and mail 
orders within seven working days 
or, when practical, make personal 
deliveries during meetings and/
or other events; 2) coordinate 
with vendor suppliers to replenish 
inventory items when necessary; 
3) introduce new items that are 
deemed desirable; and 4) provide 
an annual report in January to 
the Treasurer or other designated 
Board member following a com-
plete and thorough inventory.

Seeking committee chairs

As morbid as it may sound, 
there are days when I have to 

remind myself that I could always 
be worse off. I usually remind my-
self of an exchange from the Mel 
Brooks film Young Frankenstein:

Of course, at that very instant, the 
skies open up in an apocalyptic 
deluge.
 In the last 18 months, I have 
attempted several trips and ral-
lies, only to be stymied, it seems, 
at every turn. One of these trips, 
on which I took my then-10-year-
old daughter towards the 2012 
RA Rally in Colorado, came apart 
for all my friends to see thanks 
to the wonderful world of social 
media. We ended up coming 
home — separately — on airplanes, 
with my sidecar rig making the 
journey from Denver to Manassas 
in the back of an 18-wheeler.
 Just this past weekend, I found 
myself working the clock-stopping 
table at the Void 8 rally in Freder-
icksburg, VA. I should have been 
out in the rather horrible weather 
with all the other competitors, but 
in mid-September I sprained both 
of my knees in an epic slip-and-
fall-and-roll-and-twist-and-fall-
some-more.
 I’m a bit more thankful than 
I probably should be that the 
riding season is coming to a 
close — though, honestly, for many 
of us in the capital area, we don’t 
really have an end to our riding 
season. Instead, it’s barely October 
and I’m already thinking of laying 
my K1200RS up for the winter to 
get its clutch replaced.

 It’s hard to keep a positive 
mental attitude sometimes, es-
pecially when it seems as if the 
world is conspiring against you 
to keep you down in the dumps. 
It’s in those precise times that I 

remind myself – 
hey, it could be 
raining. Obviously, 
this would not have 
worked had I man-
aged to participate 
in the Void, as it 
rained so much that 
weekend that one of 
the competitors told 
the rally masters that 
he could have used 

a bigger rally towel. Perhaps that’s 
a rally joke that you might not get, 
but if you recall the weather over 
Columbus Day weekend, it might 
make sense anyway.
 When I was a youngster, my 
brothers and I would supersti-
tiously refuse to talk about some-
thing we were excited about or 
something we desperately wanted 
to happen. We were, in our youth, 
afraid we would jinx whatever it 
was, that the mere act of uttering 
the words would somehow muster 
the forces of the cosmos against 
us, forever thwarting our carefully-
laid plans, our deepest desires.
 For 2014, I’m bringing that 
back. I’m not going to talk about 
anything I’ve got planned that 
involves a motorcycle before it 
happens. I figure if nobody knows 
about it, if it all goes south on me, 
then there won’t be anybody to 
say, “Aw, man, that sucks. Maybe 
next year.” If there’s no sympathy, 
perhaps then the cosmic energies 
won’t rally against me.

If only Carl Sagan were 
still here to verify my 
jinx theory…

Dr. Frankenstein: What a filthy job.

Igor: Could be worse.

Dr. Frankenstein: How?

Igor: Could be raining.

The jinx theory

http://www.beemersuberalles.com


Membership application/renewal form.
Please check appropriate selections:

o NEW MEMBER  o RENEWAL  o CHANGE OF ADDRESS

NAME ______________________________________________________________

Associate ___________________________________________________________

STREET ______________________________________  BMW MOA # __________

CITY, STATE, ZIP _________________________________ BMW RA # __________

OCCUPATION _______________________________________ AMA # __________

PHONE (c) (h) (w) ____________________________________________________

E-MAIL _____________________________________________________________

AGE GROUP
o 16–25 o 46–55
o 26–35 o 56–65
o 36–45 o 65+

I’m interested in helping out with 
the following committees:

o Gov’t Affairs o Rally
o Internet o Rides
o Meetings & Events o Safety
o Membership o Sales
o Newsletter/BTS o Tech

MEMBERSHIP DUES
Regular Member $20/year

Associate Member $7.50/year

Dues may be paid for 1, 2 or 3 years. Associate members must reside at the 
same address as the regular member. Associate members have all the privi-
leges of regular members but do not receive a separate copy of the newsletter.

Make check payable to “BMWBMW” and send it with this form to:
Karen Ager, Membership Chair

P.O. Box 44735, Ft. Washington, MD 20749-4735
Membership dues are not refundable.

Motorcycles
(year, make, model)

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

Referred to BMWBMW by

_________________________

Sign up or renew 
online with PayPal at 
www.bmwbmw.org

Breakfast rides are informal 
gatherings of members who 
meet for breakfast and often 
a ride afterwards. Not all 
members participate in the 
after-meal rides and some 
like to show up solely for 
the ride. Interested? Arrive 
early, introduce yourself and 
be ready to have fun. Look 
for the tables with helmets 
and jackets piled on or near 
them and don’t be shy.
 If you’d like more infor-
mation, or to volunteer to 
lead a ride one weekend, 
contact Ed Phelps at
rides@bmwbmw.org.

1st Sunday — 8 a.m.
BALTIMORE 
BREAKFAST RIDE

GOLDEN CORRAL
7908 Rossville Boulevard, 
Baltimore, MD 21236. 
To have a reminder email 
sent to you the week
before the breakfast, 
send your email address 
to Jim Pellenbarg,
jpellenbarg@juno.com.

3rd Sunday — 10 a.m.
MARYLAND 
BREAKFAST RIDE

THE COZY
103 Frederick Road, 
Thurmont, MD 21788. 
Take I-270 N to Frederick 
and continue north on
U.S. 15. Take the first 
Thurmont exit. Turn right at 
the first stop sign, then left at 
the first traffic light. Go 1/4 
mile and look to the left.

4th Sunday — 8.30 a.m.
VIRGINIA
BREAKFAST RIDE

THE MAIN STREET PUB
7140 Main Street, Clifton, 
VA 20124. Park across the 
street by the rail car or behind 
the pub. Walk through the 
convenience store to the 
restaurant in the back. The 
ride to the pub requires a 
long stretch of twisty back 
roads, so please have fun.

You can find out more by perusing the “Rides to Eat” section of the BMWBMW online forums.

Breakfast ridesBreakfast rides

BMWBMW welcomes its newest members:

Steve Becker of Mclean, VA; Mike Blasi of Columbia, MD; Thomas Caso 
of Centreville, VA; David Langol of Fairfax, VA; Gregory Lask and Marie 
Hart of Fredericksburg, VA; Ron Piedrahita of Arlington, VA.

Hello new members
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2014 Holiday Party Registration Form
January 11, 2014 * Golden Bull Restaurant * 7 Dalamar St., Gaithersburg, MD 20877, 301-948-3666

Cocktails (cash bar) @ 6 pm * Dinner @ 7 pm
Cost: $25 per person. Registration deadline is Monday, January 6, 2014!

Please print clearly the name (first and last) to appear on the name badge.

Guest 1:               

Guest 2:               

Email:              Phone:     

Address:             City:                    State:           ZIP:   

If you have any food allergies or dietary restrictions, please note here:        

Send your check, payable to BMWBMW, to:
Elsie Smith, 350 W. Market St, Ste. A, York, PA 17401-1010

Form more information, call Elsie at 717-650-1209 or send email to elsie.m.smith@comcast.net
Registration must be RECEIVED no later than Monday, January 6, 2014. This is a registration-only event!

 I/we hereby waive, release and hold harmless the BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washington, Golden Bull Restaurant, caterers and entertainers for any liabil
 ity resulting from damages, loss or personal injury while attending the 2014 Holiday Party, or for any cause of action I now, or in the future, have against
 them. This waiver extends to my heirs, executors, administrators and assignees. There are no refunds of registration fees for any reason.

Signature Guest 1               

Signature Guest 2               
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See page 
4 for more 
information.
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BETWEEN the SPOKES
BMW BIKERS of METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON

Tech day — Sunday, 3 November, 8.30 am — 2 pm
 Held at Morton’s BMW in Fredericksburg, VA

Club meetings — Saturday 9 November
 Board of Directors at 10 am
 General Membership at 11 am
  Held at Morton’s BMW in Fredericksburg, VA

Why is this man smiling? 
See page 12 to find out!
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