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By Scott Keimig

Complacency is dangerous
At age 18, I lost my motorcycling innocence in a Safeway store where I was
earning tuition money for my freshman
year of college. I was interrupted in my
tasks when a friend came to my register
and said that my younger brother on his
Yamaha had just been hit by a car. I fully
grasped that people I love (to include
myself) can be severely hurt or die in the
course of enjoying that activity we hold so
dear.
Sure, I had heard my father say there
were risks in riding our street bikes, but I
naively ranked those risks as being comparable to riding our dirt bikes or playing
a hard-fought football game – you can
end up bruised, lacerated, and maybe
seeing stars for a while, and the worst
case could be a broken arm or ankle. But
I lost that sweet state of innocence when
Tommy told me Greg had been hit. Forty
years later, I still recall thinking “God, I
hope Greg was wearing his helmet.” He
was, it was a low speed collision, and a

wiry 17-year-old soon-to-be Marine can be
quite resilient. Greg still rides today, and
he is an exceptional Harley rider in his nohelmet-law state (he is ATGATT compliant).
Given our lack of financial station as
teenagers, I think our primary concern
was the bike being damaged and not personal wellbeing. Sadly, even today I see
a similar naiveté in some of my students.
Sure, they’ve passed the MSF’s minimum
standard for obtaining an M endorsement, but I sense some appear to believe
the 16 hours they have dedicated to the
BRC class will put a protective forcefield
over them and their bike. I’ve also talked
to seasoned riders who admonish me
for saying, “There are two types of riders:
those that have fallen and those that are
yet to fall.” They say I’m too cynical, and
maybe I am, but every time I’m riding,
a number of thoughts cross my mind
prompting me that this isn’t the safest
way to get from point A to B. I believe
those are good thoughts, as complacency

Bob’s has what
you want!

on a motorcycle can be dangerous.
Perhaps morbidly, I read the Final Rides column in the MOA and
note the frequency of fellow riders
who shuffle off this mortal coil
while riding. Also, I recall the first
time I saw a fellow rider — absent
a limb — mount a bike. Foremost,
though, I recall riding mountain
roads with a friend and seeing a
Ducati rider rounding a right-hand
corner lose front traction, lowside, and slide splay-legged under
the locked rear wheels of an oncoming dump truck. We stopped
to assist, heard his screams, and
saw his blood on the asphalt — the
fellow rider may have kept his leg
but he likely was emasculated.
Such thoughts don’t keep me
off a bike, but they do influence
what, where, when, and how
I ride.
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Fortunately,
we also have
what you need.
Every Saturday morning since 1982, Bob’s has
proudly served donuts to our customers. FREE!
So go ahead, grab a cuppa’ hot coffee and a donut or
two (while they last). No judgment. No fat shaming here.
We’re not checking out your waistline—unless it’s to get you properly fitted in some new riding gear. We do sell
riding apparel here, by the way. Or, say, you need a stiffer suspension for your bike. We’ve got that too! Yes, it’s
our mission to help you feel comfortable hanging out at Bob’s—to be a big asset to a growing community.

Because the bigger our family of BMW riders gets, the better!

bobsbmw.com

10720 Guilford Road • Jessup, Maryland

301-497-8949 • 888-269-2627
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CLUB BUSINESS
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By Wes Fleming, Newsletter Chair and Member #25157

Proposal to alter the Board of Directors
I have proposed to the Board of Directors to merge the Newsletter Committee and the Internet Committee into one body heretofore known as the Media Committee. The Board agreed that this
measure be put to a vote by the club’s membership. The vote to
make these changes to the club’s bylaws and organization will
take place as part of our regular election cycle in October.
As we progress deeper into the 21st century, there is an
increasing shift from traditional methods of information distribution to new ones. In addition, more and more Americans are
becoming “wired,” that is, connected to and using the Internet
more in their daily lives. I believe that for BMWBMW to continue
to be relevant in its members’ lives and grow to include more
members, the club must also embrace this change in media and
can do so by blending the existing Newsletter and Internet committees into one new committee, the Media Committee.
This will enable cleaner and more efficient transmission of
information from the Board to its members and from the club to
prospective members.
From a functional standpoint, this means that the Media
Chair would serve on the Board of Directors instead of the
Newsletter Chair. On a practical level, the Media Chair can be
either the Editor or the Webmaster. It could also be another club
member that doesn’t fill either of those positions, but rather is
strictly the head of the Media Committee and serves as such in
a coordinating role between the Editor, Webmaster, the Board
of Directors, and the club’s membership. The Media Chair, then,
need not have any expertise in putting out a monthly publication
or maintaining a website.
Logistically, this may work somewhat awkwardly because this
change — if approved by the members — takes place at the same
time as the 2015 election. To reduce any awkwardness during
the transition from the Newsletter Chair position to the Media
Committee Chair position, I am also proposing that, following
this year’s election, whomever wins the Newsletter Chair position simply be made the Media Committee Chair for the 2015
Board of Directors term. For 2015, then, the positions of Media
Committee Chair and BTS Editor will both be held by one person,
the person that wins the election for Newsletter Chair. Starting
in 2016, the Media Committee Chair and BTS Editor may be
separated — depending, of course, on members volunteering to
fill those roles.
This does mean that, should no club member volunteer as
BTS Editor or Webmaster, the Media Committee Chair would be
responsible for maintaining both of those institutions until such
a time as a club member volunteers and is appointed by the
Board of Directors.
This would require amending the club’s bylaws, as follows.
IV. 1. b. Newsletter Committee — section to be completely replaced by the proposed new section, below.
IV. 2. c. Internet Committee — section to be struck and subsequent sections d through h re-lettered to c through g.
V. Board of Directors — this bylaw would need to be amended,

as below, to reflect the elimination of the Newsletter chair and
introduction of the Media chair.
VI. Elections — this bylaw would need to be amended to reflect
the change from the Newsletter Chair to the Media Chair.
Proposed new bylaw section IV. 1. b.
IV. 1. b. Media Committee
The Media Committee is responsible for the club’s online and
print presence. This includes, but is not limited to, the publication on a monthly basis the club’s newsletter magazine, Between the Spokes, the design and content of the club’s website,
www.bmwbmw.org, and any social media presence the Board of
Directors chooses to maintain.
IV. 1. b. 1) Editor, Between the Spokes (BTS)
There are three facets to the job. The first includes collection
content for publication, including articles from the membership and the Board of Directors, obtaining advertisements from
advertisers, and coordinating various monthly and seasonal
events that need to be published. The second is laying out and
editing the monthly publication, then ensuring it is delivered to
the printer in order that the membership receives it on or near
the first day of the month. Lastly, highlight features and event
information from the newsletter must be delivered (preferably
by email) to the club’s Webmaster for inclusion on the club’s
website.
IV. 1. b. 2) Webmaster
The Webmaster is responsible for the design and content of the
club’s website and electronic mailing list(s). The Webmaster
must keep the site updated with current content, take advantage of current web technology, and ensure the site is functioning properly. The Webmaster is also responsible for interacting
with web vendors, maintaining the club’s domain name registration/certificate, and sending out periodic emails to the club
membership at the instruction of the Board of Directors.
Proposed change to bylaw section V.
Only the first line of this bylaw need be changed, from:
There shall be a Board of Directors consisting of the four elected
officers and the committee chairpersons for Membership and
Newsletter.
To:
There shall be a Board of Directors consisting of the four elected
officers and the committee chairpersons for Membership and
Media.
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It’s time to volunteer!
Yes, it’s that time of year again!
Every year the Board of Directors puts out the call for club
members to step up to fill all our various positions on the Board
and chairing the committees. While some Board members
would like to continue serving in 2015, some will move on to
other things, which leaves positions vacant. Same with committee chairs, though I’m sure any committee chair that wishes to
continue serving in 2015 will be happy to have your help on their
committee!
The Board of Directors is currently made up of the President,
Vice President, Treasurer, Secretary, Membership Chair and
Newsletter Chair. The committees are Meetings and Events,
Government Affairs, Internet, Rides, Safety, Sales, Elections
and Tech, each of which has its own set of semi-regular tasks
to manage. None of the tasks is particularly complex and none
take up more than a few hours a month.
If you’re interested in running for a Board position, you’ll need
to decide in the next few weeks, as the Elections Committee will
have to provide a slate of candidates to the Board fairly soon.

Once the slate is approved, the candidates will prepare statements that will be printed right here in Between the Spokes.
Along with those statements in the October issue will be a ballot.
Members can print the ballot and mail it in or turn it over in
person at the October General Membership Meeting. If we get
enough candidates so that any of the Board positions is contested, we may be able to talk the BMW RA into hosting an online
vote again.
There are a lot of benefits to volunteering in an organization
like BMWBMW. First and foremost, it increases your sense of
belonging — when you help steer a club’s future, you’re naturally
more invested in that future! You’ll get to know more members
and maybe discover you really like being a leader. There is work
to be done as well and it does take some time, but if you ask
me, the benefits far outweigh the detriments.
If you’re interested in finding out more about the various
positions, feel free to email any of the current office holders or
committee chairs. Everybody’s email address is on the impressum on page two.

TOM McGRATH’S
MOTORCYCLE LAW GROUP

Dedicated to protecting the rights of injured motorcyclists. We ride so we understand.
If you’ve been injured through no fault of your own, call the Motorcycle Law Group.
SM

1-800-321-8968

www.MotorcycleLawGroup.com

Licensed in Virginia, West Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Tennessee.

®
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Story and photos by David Strong

Gone to Texas
The irresistable call of MotoGP racing
My friend from Arizona had a great
idea. “Let’s meet in Austin for the
MotoGP Circuit of the Americas Race
and take our bikes.”
Truth be told, although I have ridden
motorcycles for over eight years, such
an undertaking was far beyond anything I have done before. Taking two
weeks to make this trip at a leisurely
pace was just not a possibility. This one
was going to take some planning.
Let’s back up a bit, though, and
really start from the point where the
idea of such a trip could intrigue me.
After returning from overseas, I decided
to upgrade my Honda Shadow Sabre
1100 to a 2013 R 1200 GS Adventure
in April 2013. I took the BMW everywhere, but I never rode more than 200
miles in one day. I had been looking for
a greater challenge, and my friend’s
suggestion sounded like just that.

Planning
This being my first multiday trip, I
was apprehensive about what I really
needed, what would be the intended
route, and my approach to covering
hundreds of miles each day. The bike
was good to go, so I focused on the ancillary items: luggage capacity, camera
mounts, hydration and bike supplies.
Second, I had to plan the route. To
average 500 miles a day, I would take
the interstate most of the way, aiming
for New Orleans before turning towards
Texas. I would return through Arkansas
and Tennessee to avoid seeing the
same real estate both ways. My tactics
for the ride were fairly simple: I would
stop every 90 minutes or so, getting
fuel at every other stop.

The Trip Out
I packed the bike the night before
and rode to work early that morning.
Around lunch time, I put on my riding

gear and headed south. My target for
that day was a friend’s house just south
of Knoxville. The trip began on a breezy,
sunny and warm afternoon in the eastern foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains. The rest of the day went smoothly
and I rolled into my friend’s barn just
around suppertime.
I rolled out of Knoxville at a leisurely
8:00 am. My goal was my cousin’s
home in Mandeville, LA, 600 miles
away. Traffic on this glorious day did
not pick up until I got closer to I-12 and
Mandeville.
I stopped just outside Birmingham,
AL for lunch. Panniers make a great
dining table. I continued on through the
rest of Alabama, Mississippi and finally
got into Louisiana late in the afternoon.
I arrived at my cousin Cindy’s house
again just in time for dinner and the
sunset.
My final day on the road down was a
bit more taxing. The 500 miles to Austin, TX were through the I-10 corridor,
the major truck route along the Gulf
coast. Those of you who have actually
braved I-10 know that it is not only
congested, but that the road through
Louisiana could use major upgrading.
I rolled into the Super 8 motel in
Austin in the late afternoon and rendezvoused with my buddy from Arizona.

MotoGP
A MotoGP race is a three-day festival
centered on the premier motorcycle
racing classes. Aside from the competition, it is a cavalcade of motorcycle
brands, riders, international visitors,
gear vendors and refreshments.
If you have never attended a MotoGP
event, you have certainly missed out.
MotoGP is a global phenomenon with
tracks throughout Europe, Asia and the
Americas. The U.S. hosts two this year:
in Austin and in Indianapolis. The Circuit of the Americas in Austin is new, as

The “SKY” Moto3 team, Valentino Rossi’s developmental squad. The techs are working on the bikes before a practice session.

venues go, and this was only the second
MotoGP race weekend in Austin.
We spent the first day getting acquainted with the venue. With our paddock
passes, we were able to walk through
the areas where teams were tuning up
their bikes, see some of the riders and
take in more of the event than those with
general admission tickets. With only three
Americans racing in MotoGP, the paddock
had quite an international flair. We met
an Australian who had purchased a used
R 1200 GS online, picked it up in Reno,
NV, rode it to Peru and was on his return
trip (you can find him on Facebook, just
search for Destination Peru). We also
saw Ducati rider and one of the stars of
“Why We Ride” Alonzo Bodden, who was
gracious enough to take a picture with us

and talk bikes.
The first day of riding, although
not a race, is very competitive. The
announcers post lap times and the
riders routinely return to the pits for
bike adjustments. This is their time to
make sure all is well for race day.
Our one disappointment was
our discovery that there would be
no official BMW presence. I realize
that BMW does not field a team for
MotoGP, but then again neither does
Aprilia, MV Agusta, Moto Guzzi, Harley
or Suzuki, and they all made it. The
parking lot was full of BMW bikes:
GSes, RTs, K bikes and even a couple
of RnineTs.
Day 2 at the track was much the
same as the first, with sunny weather,

a slight breeze and plenty of things
to see. The teams ran practice sessions all morning and their qualifying
rounds in the afternoon. We found
some great spots to watch the racing,
but our cameras left lots to be desired. Some of the spectators’ camera
equipment was impressive; when I
consider what should have a shoulder
strap, a camera lens is not an item
that immediately comes to mind. We
watched most of the morning practices from the S-curve section, turns
4-6, and the qualifying rounds from
turn 1, a hilltop hairpin. We decided to
come back to that spot for race day,
as if afforded the best view when the
bikes were tightly packed after the
start.

Race Day
The weather started overcast
with light rain in the morning,
but clearer skies and warm temperatures prevailed for the morning
warm-ups and afternoon races. The
crowds were big and the Valentino
Rossi contingent was everywhere.
The races was fantastic, but both
the Moto2 and Moto3 races were
marred with first-lap, first turn
crashes.
As to be expected with the
current engine requirements, the
Moto2 race was the most hotly
contested for first and second. During the MotoGP race, Marc Marquez
dominated from start to finish with
Danni Pedrosa easily coming in
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The Trip Back

A BMW Bike’s Best Friend:

Skilled Routine Inspection
and Maintenance
If you need a tune-up, Khanh’s
EUBMW Repair Shop will do the
needed work and check out your
bike’s whole system to spot
problems before they happen.

Be ready for the Summer
riding season!

Khanh’s EUBMW Repair Shop

(in the Armature Building)
3025 Colvin St, Alexandria, VA 22314

Phone: (571) 294-2386

Stop in or call for an appointment.

laartist | iStockphoto.com

Khanh’s EUBMW Repair
Shop is at your service in
the Armature Building.

second. The real race was for third, and that place
changed hands several times. Race day was a great
experience and was over too quickly.
By now you may be asking yourself, “So you rode to
Austin, checked out some motorcycle racing, got your
picture taken with scantily clad women… so where’s
the adventure?” Into every story a little rain must
fall. Or, in this case, a bunch of rain, high winds and
cold temperatures. My friend and I parted ways early
Monday morning for the long sojourn home. A massive
front was coming in from the west. Being an early riser,
I was up and on the road by 5:30, trying to get ahead
of the weather.
I was only on the road for 45 minutes before the
wind picked up and the temperature dropped 20
degrees. The weather service predicted sustained 25
mph winds with 40 mph gusts. It was a trying day on
the bike, and I was stopping frequently to add layers,
warm up or rest. On my trip to Austin, my mind wandered and it became a mental game to stay focused
on the task at hand. This day it was a physical test. I
made it into Arkansas a little over 10 hours later — wet,
hypothermic and ready to be done with this day.
I stopped in Hope, AR for the night, having ridden
only 390 miles. My friend had not fared much better;
he was holed up in west Texas, waiting out 40 mph
winds.
I woke up early the next day to a freeze warning in
effect for Arkansas, but the wind had dissipated and
it promised to be a better day on the road. I needed to
cover 640 miles to Knoxville. I decided to start just after sunrise. The temperature rose steadily as I moved
east, staying in the high 40s the rest of the day.
East of Little Rock, the rolling hills gave way to
cleared farmland and both truck traffic and crosswinds
returned. Around mid-day I crossed the Mississippi
River and entered Tennessee. I rolled into Knoxville
around sunset, suffering from a mild case of hypothermia, but having ridden the 640 miles I needed. I spent
the rest of the evening in front of my friend’s fireplace.
I left late in the morning on day 3 as I wanted to
start after the temperatures had climbed a bit higher
than just above freezing. Temperatures were in the
50s and 60s and there was very little wind. The one
noteworthy event happened at a Virginia rest stop
before reaching I-64. I was just putting on my helmet
when a Ducati Multistrada rolled up. The rider was a
friendly gentleman who said he had seen my bike a
couple of days ago in Arkansas. His journey was similar
to mine; he rode from Warrenton, VA to Austin for the
MotoGP event and was on his way home as well. A
small world it is.
I arrived at home in Stafford just in time for dinner
on Wednesday.
Get out there and do it again. I am hooked.
Taken a trip recently? Please tell us about it!
Contact Wes Fleming (editor@bmwbmw.org) for
more information on how to see your story in BtS.
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No credit checks
No surcharge for violations
No penalty for minor accidents
no hassle customer service

Nothing but
low COST insurance
for RIDERS BY RIDERS

Let us prove it. get a quote today!
Visit Rider.com/savings
or call 1(800)595-6393
Available in Delaware, Indiana, Maryland, Michigan,
New Jersey, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Virginia and West Virginia
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We didn’t know
that comedian,
writer and panelist
on NPR’s Wait
Wait Don’t Tell Me
Alonzo Bodden was
a MotoGP fan.
Now we do.

It’s mostly about
the motorcycles,
but not always.
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BIKE OF THE MONTH

|

By Katie Minder

|

Photos by Wes Fleming

Building
confidence
After probably six years of riding as a
passenger with my husband, Kurtis, I
took the BRC three years ago with our
former (or most remote) BMWBMW
member, France-Lee Griggs. We originally signed up for the weekend when
one of the hurricanes came through,
so we made it to through our painful
classroom experience and then got
the notification that the actual class
was cancelled. We had to reschedule
and re-take the classroom portion
again. I was very nervous at the
course and could not picture actually
riding on a road, but I passed and
France-Lee was our valedictorian,
even over the crazy Euro riders that
took it to re-license over here in the
USA.
After that, I was not enthusiastic
about getting a bike, but eventually
sat on France-Lee’s second bike — the
red baby Ninja — and actually felt comfortable (I think Yvonne can relate
to this feeling!). Kurtis started looking for a well-kept 250cc Ninja and
eventually found a great one for me. We installed the full Skene lighting
kit, found a perfect mini tank bag and nice tail bag, and learned how
to remove all the fairings to add mirror extenders, which looked super
simple. We started taking laps around Arlington, then up and down the
George Washington Parkway, and eventually a first camping trip out to
Skyline Drive during my first riding season. More trips followed and my
confidence grew. I even rode a few times to work on my own.
My second riding season was much less successful. One of my first
times out, I locked up my brakes while stopping for a light. After skidding, but somehow staying upright, it killed my confidence for a while.
Between an extra hot summer and low confidence, I was much less
inclined to go out riding. However, about midway through the riding
season we saw a great deal on an F 800 ST and decided to jump on
it — probably a bit early.
My first time out on the F 800, I dropped it pulling out of our garage.
Ugh. I was determined, however, so we got it picked back up, and looked
it over, luckily discovering no noticeable issues. I got back on and rode
down the street, but noticed a wobble that made me uncomfortable, so
we took it back home and I switched to passenger so I could at least
get a feel for the new bike. This prompted a visit to George Mangicaro at

The F 800 ST boasts 85 hp and 59 lb/ft of torque, which
is quite a bit more than the little Ninja 250R (32 hp
and 14 lb/ft torque). It weighs more, too, 461 lbs wet
compared to the Ninja’s 375 lbs. Both have a six-speed
transmission, but the ST’s belt drive is easier to take
care of than the Ninja’s chain.
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Beemers Uber Alles and new tires — the
previous owner had not ridden much and
did not have a center stand, so the tires
were a bit lopsided.
At that point, I was not ready to ride
again without a few adjustments, so
Kurtis started ordering the appropriate
farkles. Frame sliders, handlebar protectors, mirror extenders, a center stand,
and we moved the Skene lights and tail
bag over from the Ninja. Eventually, I took
it out again. First just the GW Parkway
loop a few times, and then we planned
to go out for a picnic. However, while going to pick up some sandwiches, I again
managed to drop the bike — another slow
speed corner took me out. We were within
walking distance of home. Frustrated, I
had Kurtis ride it home and put it away. I
did manage to get it out to the BMWBMW
picnic after that, and I took the ARC on
the BMW at the very end of the season. I
walked away from that with a few things
to work on and felt a little more confident,
which helped end the season on a bit of a
positive note.
So that brings us to the current riding
season. I decided I needed to go back to
the riding basics and build confidence

again, so I revisited the Ninja. For Morton’s Spring Fling, Kurtis was nice enough
to ride my BMW down, hoping that I would
want to switch at some point. I spent the
weekend on the Ninja — I can’t believe
the crazy, sharp, bumpy, tilted, downhill
turn I took successfully! Finally, after getting breakfast before heading home and
warming up enough that I did not have
to wear the super thick riding gloves, I
switched bikes with
Kurtis – which he had
mixed feelings about
– and actually enjoyed
riding the BMW for the
first time.
After that, I continued to ride the
Ninja as frequently
as I could, including on the mundane
commute to work. On
the weekends, Kurtis
and I would go out on
just the BMWs, but I
backslid a bit during
a practice ride up by
Camp West-Mar, since
Continued on next page.

The F 800 ST features
expandable side cases
made by Shad (see a
review of another of
Shad’s products on page
16 —Ed.) and going on
camping trips taught me
to always have a chair
at the ready. The Marsee
tank bag I’m not 100%
sold on yet, but I like the
Grip Puppies.
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Building confidence
continued from previous page

Battley Cycles held
their official grand
opening to inaugurate
their new BMW/
Ducati showroom
and dedicate a BMW
riders’ lounge to
the memory of Paul
Mihalka on Saturday,
19 July. The local VFD
gave demonstrations
on how they
handle downed
riders, visitors ate
mass quantities
of bratwurst and
pretzels, and an
oompah band
entertained the
attendees. At right,
Battley sales staffer
Todd Dibell preps a
demo rider on the
features of the new
water-cooled R 1200
GS. Photos by Henry
Winokur.

I planned to ride the BMW up to join
Kurtis at the Square Route Rally on
my own. Again, a slow speed turn
got the best of me and I was down.
I think the ride up the next weekend
was as stressful on me as it was on
Kurtis (I’m sure some of you may
have noticed), but I was determined
to bring my BMW to the Square Route
Rally. Having Taylor Larimore as a patient escort made a huge difference
for both of us. Finally, after another
weekend camping trip where Kurtis
again took one for the team and split
riding time on the Ninja with me, I
finally had the confidence to start riding the BMW to work.
Now I know you all probably want
to know all about my current and
future farkle plans, but you’ll have to
talk to Kurtis about that — and please
do. Also, know that I have mixed
feelings about writing this. It sounds
“girly,” which I’m not. When I overpack my suitcase and have to put it
in the overhead, I politely decline the
gentlemen who offer to help, because
if I packed it and took it as carry-on,
I damn well better be able to put it in
the overhead compartment myself,
even if I have to pull the balance-iton-my-face trick on occasion. I feel
the same way about my bike, which
is why when I have dropped it, I am
angry. I don’t want to be the chick
that can’t ride her own bike.
Maybe this isn’t the perfect bike
for me. Maybe I’ll try something
slightly smaller one day and be immediately comfortable on it. But for now,
this is the one that I want to learn
to ride, and I am doing it. And if I do
find that bike that I’m immediately
comfortable on, I’m sure learning to
ride this one will be a big contributor
to that.
At this point, I’m about three
weeks into success. I’m still working on my riding skills. I may drop it
again, and will need help picking it
up. If you ride with us, I approach
curves with caution and stick with a
pace I’m comfortable with. Feel free
to ride ahead — I’ll catch up at a stop
sign if you just hang there for a sec.

BETWEEN THE GUTTERS
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By Wes Fleming

Charity, activism and Ride for Kids
There was a big dustup in the club a few years ago related to
the club’s money and any potential distribution of that money to
charities. What we ended up with was a bylaw amendment that
prohibits the club from distributing its funds to charities.
Without getting too far into the emotions and arguments that
surrounded that change, I supported it. Not because I’m anticharity, but because it would be a nightmare to decide what
charities to support and no doubt, if a small number of people
championed one particular charity, it would lead to hurt feelings
and abandoned memberships from another group of members
because, after all, we live in the Washington, DC metropolitan
area and there are as many differing ideas of what a worthy
charity is as there are BMWBMW members.
However, there is something else I support. Instead of putting
the club’s money into a charity, I want club members to step up
and make the club aware of the charities they support and try to
drum up more support for those charities. By “support,” I actually mean “participation,” and I’m willing to put my participation
where my mouth is.
Every year, the Pediatric Brain Tumor Foundation sponsors
a number of charity rides; there are 44 of them all across the
country in 2014. This year, the Baltimore-Washington Ride for
Kids is on Sunday, 14 September and the start location is the
Turf Valley Resort in Ellicot City, MD.

Normally, I’m the first one to run away from a large, organized
ride of this sort, but this year, I decided not only was I going to
get involved, but I was going to go all out and actually ride. I’m
taking my sidecar rig, not just because it’s fun to ride, but because that will give me the opportunity to let one of the PBTF’s
kids a chance to experience that fun as well.
I’ve done a bit of research into the PBTF and Ride for Kids,
enough to see that the vast majority of the money they receive
goes directly to the purpose of their organization — research into
the causes and treatments of brain tumors in children. Outside
of a charity called Heifer International, the PBTF is the only
group I’ve decided to support with my money. With Ride for Kids,
though, I’m taking it a step further and supporting this organizatino with my time and my motorcycle.
I freely admit that if motorcycles weren’t involved, I wouldn’t
be likely to participate. With Ride for Kids, I see a way to use my
motorcycle for something other than commuting, taking my kid
to school, getting to breakfast, or aimlessly whiling away a beautiful summer Saturday. It’s an opportunity to support a cause I
believe in, and do so in a way that I’m comfortable with.
I encourage you to do so as well — not just (or specifically) the
Ride for Kids, but whatever charity it is that stirs your willingness
to help out your fellow man, woman or child.
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PRODUCT REVIEW
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By Wes Fleming

Shad SW38 Zulupack Waterproof Rear Duffel Bag
Even if you’ve never heard of Shad, you’re
probably using their products right now and
just don’t know it. Shad, headquartered in
Spain and with factories in China, produces the
OEM hard cases for BMW, Honda, KTM, Moto
Guzzi, Suzuki, Triumph, and a slew of other
lesser-known motorcycle, scooter and ATV
manufacturers. Those nifty expanding Vario
cases BMW puts on the GS bikes? Made by
Shad. The lids-are-color-matched cases on the
K 1600s? Shad.
Shad has been around since 1973, and they
make more than just OEM panniers. They make
their own line of hard cases that look similar to
Givi cases and any number of Chinese knockoffs of the same style. They make seats as
well, again for a number of motorcycle companies as well as aftermarket offerings. Tank
bags, throw-over saddlebags, and more — you
name it, if you can sit on it or put gear inside it,
chances are Shad makes it.
They’ve released a new line of luggage called Zulupack. The
Zulupack bags are available in any color you like as long as that
color’s black, and they feature welded seams (see sidebar on
the next page) and waterproof zippers. The Zulupack line ranges
from the backpack-as-trendy-little-purse SW05 (a mere five
liters of storage) up to the “If I fly with this I’m definitely paying
the oversize baggage fee” SW138. While the line includes the
SW42, which is a set of throw-over saddlebags, the offerings are
primarily meant to be strapped to the back seat of a motorcycle
or ATV and carried by the rider as a backpack or over one shoulder when they’re not tied down.
The SW38 Waterproof Rear Duffel Bag is firmly in the middle
of the line size-wise and the simplest of all the bags. This is a
straight tube-shaped duffel bag with two handles (one on the
side and one at the top) and backpack straps. It ships with two
compression straps to secure the bag’s contents more firmly
and four additional straps to mount the bag behind the rider.
All the Zulupack bags sport double layers of PVC with a layer
of 420D nylon sandwiched between them; the bags are not only
waterproof outside-in and inside-out, but highly durable and
puncture resistant as well.
Thirty-eight liters is a tremendous amount of space, probably
more than you think it is, and when the bag is an open-at-oneend tube, you can quickly fill the bag with enough gear or clothing to make it quite heavy. To put it in perspective, 38 liters is
about 10 gallons, or about 32.5 times the capacity of the 1,170
cubic centimeter engines in the R 1200 series motorcycles many
of us ride. It’s more like the amount of gas you put in a car, not
an amount of clothing you might think about packing along on
your bike. It’s kind of a boggling number, really.
It’s even more mind-boggling that the SW38 isn’t even close
to the largest bag in the Zulupack line. The suitcase-like SW55
has a 45-liter main compartment and a 10-liter outer pocket;
the cavernous SW90 could fit inside the gargantuan SW138
with nearly 50 liters of space to spare. I really can’t imagine how
any rider would be able to strap one of these giant bags onto a

motorcycle.
Strapping the SW38 to a bike isn’t terribly
difficult, but it does take a little planning. If
you’re using a top case, you might want to
stand the SW38 up vertically and strap it down
that way, because if you mount it across the
seat, it will prevent you from getting into panniers that open on top. It might obstruct the
handles on more standard side-opening side
cases, but because it’s a soft bag, it wouldn’t
be too difficult to get into those with the SW38
strapped across the seat. Without a top case,
it’s easy to mount the bag inline with the seat,
which also lets you use the butt end of the bag
as a back rest.
While the included mounting straps look
sturdy enough, it’s been a long time since I
trusted anything other than ROK Straps. ROK
Straps simply can’t be beat for flexibility and
security, so I didn’t even try Shad’s straps. I did
use the compression straps, though, and they served quite well
to keep the bag’s contents from shifting around during a long
road test.
As with any piece of kit, even gear as well made as this Shad
bag, there are nitpicks and negatives. The biggest downside of
the SW38 is the end opening. While it’s great for maintaining the
bag’s waterproofness, it is difficult to get to gear at the bottom
of the bag due to the narrow opening. This makes the SW38
more suited to a trip where you’re going to ride to some distant
destination, unpack, and ride around for a week before packing
up and heading home.
Black is a classic look for motorcycle gear, but the interior
being black makes it difficult to see what’s in the bag in low light
situations. The last nitpick is that because the SW38 can hold
so much gear, it can get quite heavy, making it uncomfortable to
carry by the handle or difficult for smaller folks to carry at all. I
was able to get 23 pounds of clothes into the SW38; while that
might not sound like a lot, it’s heavier than you think when you
carry it on your back.
The pros of the SW38 far outweigh the cons, though. It’s super easy to use, and the end opening is wide enough to swallow
anything you want to load into the bag. The waterproof roll-top is
practically foolproof, with a “Roll Line” marking showing the user
exactly how far it needs to be rolled down before the ends are
clipped together to achieve waterproof operation.
You do have to be diligent in how you close the bag. If you
don’t fold the top over enough times, water will leak in. However,
once you get the hang of not stuffing the bag completely to the
top so you can get enough folds in, it’s easy making the Zulupack SW38 completely waterproof.
In a real pinch, you can even use it as a flotation device, so
strap the SW38 to your GS and head for the nearest river. Pairing whe SW38 with the SW45 throw-over (waterproof) saddlebags would make a formidable and spacious set of luggage for
any rider — and quite possibly let you shoot the rapids.
For more information, check out Shad’s website at
www.shad.es/en/.
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My biggest concern wasn’t
finding somebody to help me
test the waterproofness, it
was convincing the lifeguard to let me toss it
into the pool and this random kid into trying
to sink it.

Contents of the SW38 at the time of the
swimming pool test: 6 pairs of socks, 6 pairs
of underwear, 6 t-shirts, a sweatshirt, 2
pairs of jeans, 2 pairs of cargo shorts, a
pair of basketball shorts, a belt, a pair of
LDComfort tights, and my shaving kit. This is
about twice as much clothing as I would take
on a normal weeklong motorcycle vacation.
Total weight of SW38 plus all this stuff was
just shy of 23 pounds.
Note that one of my t-shirts is wet; this will
happen if you don’t take the time to close
the top of the SW38 properly. Even with the
top improperly closed, it took 10 minutes in
the pool for this little bit of water to seep
into the bag.
One of the downsides to the SW38 — and it’s certainly
not exclusive to the Zulupack line, but rather affects
all bags of this type and size — is that when it’s
strapped down across the rear like this, it blocks the
lids of top-opening side cases.
As you can see, the SW38 isn’t packed completely full
and could probably have swallowed a little more gear
had I taken the time to pack it more carefully.
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Sat 09 Aug: BoD (10) & GM (11) meetings at
Bob’s BMW, Jessup MD

04-05 Oct: Oktoberfest at Camp West-Mar
Sun BoD (09.30) & GM (10) meetings

Sat 13 Sep:
Annual club picnic, location TBD

Sat 08 Nov: BoD (10) & GM (11) meetings at
Morton’s BMW, Fredericksburg VA

Sun 14 Sep:
Ride For Kids, see below for link and info.

Sun 14 Dec: BoD (10), GM (11) meetings &
Tech Day (12) at Battley Cycles, Gaithersburg
MD

BREAKFAST RIDES
Breakfast rides are informal gatherings of members who meet for
breakfast and often a ride afterwards. Not all members participate
in the after-meal rides and some
like to show up solely for the ride.
Interested? Arrive early, introduce
yourself and be ready to have fun.
Look for the tables with helmets
and jackets piled on or near them
and don’t be shy.
If you’d like more information,
or to volunteer to lead a ride one
weekend, contact Ed Phelps at
rides@bmwbmw.org.

26-28 Sept 2014, Buena Vista Campground in Buena, NJ. Shaded campsites
included in rally fee ($50 pre/$58 gate).
Cabins available at extra cost. Friday night
chili dinner and all you can eat nachos.
Saturday dinner banquet. Lots of door
prizes. Field events. GS ride. Local attractions include NJ Motorsport Park, casinos
and wineries. For more info see www.
lastchancerally.com.
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You can find out more by perusing the “Rides to Eat” section of the BMWBMW online forums.
1st Sunday at 8
TBA
4th Sunday at 8.30
BALTIMORE BREAKFAST RIDE MARYLAND BREAKFAST RIDE VIRGINIA BREAKFAST RIDE
GOLDEN CORRAL
7908 Rossville Boulevard,
Baltimore, MD 21236. To have
a reminder email sent to you
the week before the breakfast,
send your email address to
Jim Pellenbarg, jpellenbarg@
juno.com.

CLASSIFIED AD

2009 F 650 GS,
asking $7,450.
Bike is on consignment at Morton’s
BMW. Features
include lowered
suspension,
heated grips, ABS,
clear turn signal
lenses, engine
protection plate
and bars, Z-Tecknic
windshield, Garmin
GPS mount, and
Micatech side and
top cases. Contact
Morton’s BMW and
ask about Chuck
Ouellete’s 650GS,
or contact Chuck
directly through the
club’s web forums.

New Sweden BMW Riders’
32nd Annual Last Chance
Rally

SEEKING NEW LOCATION
The Cozy in Thurmont, MD
has closed. If you have a
suggestion for a new location
for the Maryland Breakfast
Ride, head over to the club’s
discussion forums and make
yourself heard.

THE MAIN STREET PUB
7140 Main Street, Clifton, VA
20124. Park across the street
by the rail car or behind the
pub. Walk through the convenience store to the restaurant
in the back. The ride to the
pub requires a nice stretch of
twisty back roads.
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NEW
DAT
LOCA E &
TION

BALTIMORE
WASHINGTON, DC

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2014
TURF VALLEY RESORT
2700 Turf Valley Rd.
Ellicott City, MD 21042
Registration opens 7:30 a.m.

rideforkids.org

Membership application/renewal form.
Please check appropriate selections:
o NEW MEMBER					o RENEWAL					o CHANGE OF ADDRESS
NAME
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Sign up or renew
online with PayPal at
www.bmwbmw.org
MOTORCYCLES
(year, make, model)

Associate
STREET 																		BMW MOA #
CITY, STATE, ZIP																 BMW RA #
OCCUPATION																			AMA #
PHONE (c) (h) (w)
E-MAIL
AGE GROUP
o 16–25					o 46–55
o 26–35					o 56–65
o 36–45					o 65+

Referred to BMWBMW by
I’m interested in helping out with
the following committees:
o Gov’t Affairs				 o Rally
o Internet						o Rides
o Meetings & Events		 o Safety
o Membership				o Sales
o Newsletter/BTS			 o Tech

MEMBERSHIP DUES
Regular Member: $20/year				 Associate Member: $7.50/year
Dues may be paid for 1, 2 or 3 years. Associate members must reside at the same address as the regular
member. Associate members have all the privileges of regular members but do not receive a separate
copy of the newsletter. Make check payable to “BMWBMW” and send it with this form to: Joel Gladding,
Membership Chair, 12 Teasdale Ct., Potomac Falls, VA 20165-6242. Membership dues are not refundable.

Between the Spokes
Joel Gladding, Membership Chair
12 Teasdale Court
Potomac Falls, VA 20165-6242
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It’s tough work holding up walls, but BMWBMW
members aren’t afraid to take on any task, even
on a hot and humid July day during the 4th
annual swap meet. Photo by Wes Fleming.

