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Between the Spokes (BTS), the monthly magazine of the BMW Bikers of Metropolitan
Washington (BMWBMW), is published solely for the use of its members. Any reproduction
of its contents without the written permission of BMWBMW is strictly prohibited. Back
issues can be downloaded free of charge at www.bmwbmw.org/archive.

BTS welcomes all news, story and photo submissions from club members. No photo is too 
large, no article is too small! Submissions are used on a rolling basis and may not appear in 
the month they are submitted. Materials may be edited for length, content or style. Send 
all submissions to the editor. Classified ads are free to active club members and run on a 
rolling, space available basis. Commercial vendors can see advertising rates and require-
ments at www.bmwbmw.org/advertising. Display ads must be submitted no later than the 
15th of the month preceding the month of publication.

Please submit address changes and all membership correspondence with the form at the 
back of the magazine. BMWBMW is chartered as BMW MOA club #40 and BMW RA club #15.
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ON THE COVER
The Square Route Rally is about simple things: life, liberty, 
tents, beer, camaraderie, not tripping over guy lines, the GS 
ride, the non-GS ride, dinner, snoring, s’mores, and above all 
else, motorcycles. Photo by Wes Fleming.
 
BACK COVER
Even turtles love the new HP4 hyper-sport bike!
Photo by Kurtis Minder.

UPCOMING CLUB EVENTS

21JUN TECH
DAY

Hosted by Tech Co-Chairs Bruce and Nicki 
Watkins at their home in North Beach, MD. 
Check the discussion boards online for the
street address.
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ANNUAL SWAP MEET
Board of Directors at 10, General Member-
ship at 11 and Swap Meet from 12 to 3. 
Hosted by Beemers Uber Alles, 9248 Mike 
Garcia Drive, Manassas VA.
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My very first ever motorcycle rally of any kind was the 
33rd Square Route Rally in 2007. I had a blast that 
year, and even though I think this year’s rally was the 
best I’ve attended, they’ve all been a lot of fun.
 That year, I wrote up a “Top 10 Tips for the SRR,” 
which is reprinted, in its updated and expanded form, 
here.

WITH THIS BEING my first SRR, I thought I’d take the 
time to jot down a few notes for anybody that hasn’t 
been before and was thinking about coming this year, 
but didn’t.

1. GO next year. You will NOT regret it.

2. Bring rain gear you can wear both on and off the 
bike. Though we enjoyed a rain-free weekend at the 
2014 SRR, it usually rains part of at least one day, 
making rain gear essential.

3. Bring (and keep track of) a small flashlight. Wheth-
er you camp or stay in a cabin, you’ll need it to either 
dodge guy lines stretch taut across otherwise empty 
spaces or to find your bunk — politely — after half the 
folks in your cabin have crashed out before midnight. 
Luckily, my smartphone has a flashlight feature, be-
cause I forgot to bring a flashlight yet again!

4. If you decide to camp, invest in a waterproof tent or 
cover/awning of some kind. You’ll need some kind of 
plastic sheet for under your tent, too - and don’t forget 
to roll it down (or whatever it was that Walt forgot to 
do).

5. If you stay in a cabin, you’ll need ear plugs. Of 
course, if you use them, you’ll probably be in Silent 
Gardens. However, if you forget them (or have to use 
your watch or phone alarm to get up early for a ride of 
some kind), you will absolutely be bunked down with 
Captain Apnea and the Snore-Bot Avengers.

6. Bring something to wear on your feet besides your 
riding boots. Your sweaty toes will thank you.

7. Drinking beer and soda is a ton of fun, but drink 
plenty of water as well. It’s not going to rain the whole 
36 hours you’re there, and when the sun comes back 
out, it’ll probably get hot.

8. Bring your appetite. While I may have skipped the 
meat-laden chili on Friday night, I assure you that 
Captain Apnea’s sidekick, the Fartmonger, did not. 
Breakfast and lunch on Saturday were great, and I 
heard from the meat eaters that the variety of BBQ 
available Saturday night was stellar.

9. If you have a broad sense 
of humor and are not easily 
offended, hang out around 
the fire pit after about 11 
pm. Somebody usually 
brings the fixin’s for s’mores, 
and that’s a lot of fun, too.

10. Last, but certainly not 
least, bring some kind of 
flatfoot item to put under 
your kickstand. Noth-
ing sucks like scrambling 
around for a flat rock while 
hoping you found the least 
spongy patch of mud to park 
on. Of course, those of us 
with sidecars attached to 
our motorcycles don’t have 
this problem, but you’re not 
allowed to lean your bike 
against my sidecar.
 Above all else — par-
ticipate. Show up early 
and help set up. Stay late 

and help clean up. Volunteer for a shift in the Tiki Hut, at the 
registration table or helping out with t-shirt sales. Pick up some 
trash. Make the coffee. Wash a pot. Take lots of pictures. Ogle 
bikes. Make new friends and re-connect with old ones (speak-
ing of which, has anybody heard from Joe Katz?). Find out where 
people are from. Play a practical joke on somebody. Laugh when 
they reciprocate.
 It’s hard to go wrong when you spend a weekend hanging out 
with 150+ BMW and other motorcycle riders. I’m already looking 
forward to the 41st Square Route Rally. See you there!

Captain Apnea rides again!
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Let us prove it. get a quote today!
Visit Rider.com/savings 
or call 1(800)595-6393

Available in Delaware, Indiana, Maryland, Michigan,  
New Jersey, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Virginia and West Virginia

No credit checks
No surcharge for violations

No penalty for minor accidents
no hassle customer service

Nothing but
low COST insurance
for RIDERS BY RIDERS

By Wes Fleming

Rider Insurance sponsored the BBQ dinner provided by Chubby’s Barbeque 
on Saturday night. Chubby’s is located in Emmitsburg, MD.
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Thanks to all who contributed grand and door prizes

Battley Cycles contributed a set of tires - installed (either 
Metzeler Tourance or Michelin PR3), patches, garment bags 
and other swag.

Bob’s BMW contributed a Giant Loop Fandango tank bag and 
five Ultimate Rally Packs.

Morton’s BMW contributed a Schuberth C3 Pro helmet.

MotoQuest contributed a three-day motorcycle rental.

GSM MotoRent contributed a one-day motorcycle rental.

Thanks also to the following individuals who contributed grand prizes:  Karen Ager, Skene Designs P3 lights; Drew Alexander, 
ABUS Level 15 chain and lock; Larry Cain, Nelson-Rigg large motorcycle cover; and Andy Dooley, R11XX ignition wire set.
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Sargent Cycle Products 
contributed a 50% discount gift 
certificate good for any of their 
seats.

Thanks also to the following individuals who contributed door prizes: Drew Alexander, ABUS caps, Rockster art photograph and framed 
collectible Steve McQueen magazine; Larry Cain, MSF safety vest; and Rene Cormier, a copy of his book University of Gravel Roads.

Aerostich contributed a $50 
gift certificate, two $25 gift 
certificates, two tote bags, fun 
stickers and other items.

Wunderlich contributed three 
$25 gift certificates, a first aid 
kit, stickers and other items.

Suburban Machinery contributed 
a $50 gift certificate.

Road Runner Magazine 
contributed three one-year 
subscriptions and t-shirtsRider Magazine contributed a 

one-year subscription.
Olympia Moto Sports contributed 
caps, buffs and other items.

Motolight contributed a 10% 
discount gift certificate.

Brown’s V-Twin Cycle Repair 
contributed cargo nets and other 
items.BMW RA contributed a one-year 

membership.
BMW MOA contributed a one-
year membership, t-shirts and 
caps.

BMWBMW contributed a one-year 
membership.
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SMOKY MOUNTAIN
MOTORCYCLE RENTAL

Airport P/U
865-448-6090

Touring
BMW 1200RT

BMW 700-800-1200GS's
Triumph Explorer 1200

Dual Sport Tours
KLR and DR650's

Photos by Zbigniew Tyrlik
Copyright held by the photographer.
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naked man in camp
but(t) only Chiba saw him
was he really there?

— Paul Brown

naked man wanders
from hill to vale, returning
to the mist he was

— Wes Fleming
at night I wander
without a care in the world
wearing a big smile

— Drew Alexander

your haikus excel
I’m lucky to count and spell
it was Drew - who knew?

— Paul Brown

was it a sasquatch?
or maybe the King?
or just some streaker

— Drew Alexander

man walks among the bush
haikus written but then shush
man remains aloof

— Paul Brown

A rally-inspired multi-author haiku chain
As I approached the 

bathhouse late Friday night, 
a naked man emerged and 

passed me, nodding slightly 
as we crossed paths. Nobody 

else saw him. At the very 
least, nobody else will 

admit to having seen him. 
It’s possible the whole thing 

was a smoke-inhalation-
induced hallucination, but I 
wasn’t drunk (well, I wasn’t 

THAT drunk) and I hadn’t 
hung out at the campfire 

that long, either. Perhaps 
it was the Ghost of Rallies 

Past — or just one of the 
guys from New Jersey. —Ed.
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Sun
Warmth
Green trees
Beautiful curvy road
My first Square Route Rally
A rally virgin, unsure of the events ahead
I heard great things from others, and Drew’s enthusiastic pitch had me sold
Good food, great people, beer and wine. Sweet!
Who could ask for more?
I’ll be back
Coffee?
Please
Whirrrrrrrr

 — Jose Abiles

Photos by
Jose Abiles
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Photos by Andy Dooley

Even though this is 
a super cute photo 
(I mean, seriously, 
who can resist a 
goggle-wearing dog 
in a sidecar?), SRR 
attendees aren’t 
allowed to bring 
pets with them. 
It’s a Camp West-
Mar rule!
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The Tiki Hut

Before. Many thanks to Cindy and Mike Seay for their hard work. They’re 
retiring as Tiki Hut organizers after 10 years of service to the club.

After... but before anybody started drinking!
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Photos by Bruce Dimon

All R1200GS 2005 & newer

DRF8 & DRF8W  “high grip”

lower replacement footpegs

Kits available for most BMWs

1-800-297-1341
www.suburban-machinery.com
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bobsbmw.com 10720 Guilford Road • Jessup, Maryland

301-497-8949 • 888-269-2627

Bob’s has what 
you want!

Every Saturday morning since 1982, Bob’s has 
proudly served donuts to our customers. FREE! 
So go ahead, grab a cuppa’ hot coffee and a donut or 
two (while they last). No judgment. No fat shaming here. 
We’re not checking out your waistline—unless it’s to get you properly fitted in some new riding gear. We do sell 
riding apparel here, by the way. Or, say, you need a stiffer suspension for your bike. We’ve got that too! Yes, it’s 
our mission to help you feel comfortable hanging out at Bob’s—to be a big asset to a growing community.  

Over 

 80,000 
      Served!

Because the bigger our family of BMW riders gets, the better!

Fortunately, 
we also have 
what you need.

CLUB
MEETING

thSaturday, AUG 9

SAVE
the DATE!

at Bob’s!

BMWBMW

Photos by Leigh Duffy
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Speaking for the 180 rally attendees, I’d like to thank 
everybody who volunteered their time and effort to 
make the 40th Square Route Rally (SRR) a roaring 
success. As the rally chair for the previous couple of 
years, I can only express my profound admiration and 
appreciation to the members of the rally committee 
and their volunteers.
 First up are Kurtis Minder and Drew Alexander 
who served as rally co-chairs and faced with my chal-
lenge of containing rally expenses due to an project-
ed decrease in attendance brought about BMW RA’s 
decision to move their rally to the same weekend 
as the SRR. By thinking outside the box and cutting 
unnecessary costs, they were able to provide a SRR 
that was both highly entertaining and fiscally sound. 
At our first planning session, we knew we had to rein 
in costs, but planners were adamant that by care-
ful selection of vendors and services we could both 
reduce expenses and hopefully surpass historic value 
levels of previous rallies. 
 A prime example of that was in the budget line for 
catering, which has been the single largest expense 
in previous years. By careful selection of high quality 
food vendors and beer/wine merchants, followed 
by skillful price negotiation, Kurtis provided a BBQ 
banquet that had one of our Texas-born members 
state, “That ranks with some of the best BBQ I’ve 
eaten — pity I could only go thru the line three times!” 
The beer and wine selections met with equally high 
praise, and you would be pleased to know that Kurtis 
arranged for the club to purchase these products 
directly rather than going thru the additional expense 
of having West-Mar be the supplier as done previous-
ly. If you enjoyed the breakfast wraps, box lunches, 
chili, pizza and watermelon, then you have Drew to 
thank for arranging these victuals. We can’t forget 
Jose Abiles, who maintained a steady supply of caf-
feine at the coffee station and volunteered (unsolic-
ited) to provide KP services in the kitchen.

 Many of you know that this year was Cindy and 
Mike Seay’s swan song after many years as chiefs of 
the Tiki Hut. As they have done for many rallies, they 
were responsible for procuring and transporting a 
van packed to the gunwales with items indispensable 
for conducting a rally. They also aided in recruiting 
volunteers to help the Tiki Hut satisfy the libation 
requests of our thirsty campers. 
 Henry Winokur served another year as our reg-
istration chair. Although registration may appear to 
be a relatively seamless route for official entry into 
our West-Mar activities, this ease is only due to the 
extensive back-office work conducted before the rally. 
We can be sure that many more hours of hidden 
work are involved beyond the already considerable 
number sitting at the registration table. We imple-
mented a number of new procedures this year to 
expedite the registration process and analyze data to 
determine rider achievement awards. As  the club’s 
treasurer, Henry also ensured all monies received 
went to pay our bills and surplus went into the club’s 
bank account.
 Kurtis, Drew and Andy Dooley surprised us all in 
designing a T-shirt logo that met the very high bench-
mark established by last year’s design. Moreover, 
they were able to find a source for a high-quality per-
formance fabric shirt, and adjusted the budget such 
that this collector’s edition 40th anniversary T-shirt 
would be presented to the first 75 pre-registrants. 
We knew the shirts would be popular, and we were 
proved correct by there being only a handful remain-
ing at the rally’s completion.
 Only recently appointed to sales chair, Mike Potter 
staffed the sales desk and jumped through a series 
of hoops to establish a smartphone-enabled credit 
card link that could service our low signal strength 
remote site. Mike recruited a number of people to 
give a hand at the sales desk. He also recruited and 
directed several sets of strong shoulders to help in 
the least glamorous task at the SRR, namely the tear-
down and clean-up of West-Mar on Sunday morning 
as other campers were scampering out to enjoy their 
rides home.
 Avner Skolnik continued in his third year as “bike 
herder” in an admirable fashion, ensuring that K 

1600 GLTs didn’t get lined up in the GS queue and 
face a rude awakening when encountering a stream 
crossing. Many thanks to Greg Krammes, who 
stepped up to lead the GS ride. He and members 
of his familial band of GSers had the “rough duty” 
of spending part of Friday scouting the GS route to 
ensure the delightful experience enjoyed by partici-
pants of the ride on Saturday. There also was a GT 
ride led by the club officers (your editor, membership 
chair and myself) on Saturday that celebrated the 
exorcism of the Blair (Burkettsville) Witch with scoops 
of gourmet ice cream at South Mountain Creamery. 
 Kermit Jackson, Andy Dooley and George van Ma-
ter recruited a batch of friends to take time from their 
busy schedules and show up on Thursday to assist 
Kurtis and Drew in preparing the site prior to official 
opening. A lot of the work that you might believe to 
be provided by West-Mar staff is actually completed 
by your set-up volunteers. Recent changes in staff-
ing and oversight at West-Mar caused the facility to 
need quite a bit more preparation by club volunteers 
than in previous years. These fine folks also main-
tained trash disposal and bath-house upkeep over 
the course of the rally. Countless unnamed attend-
ees pitched in and helped the rally chairs in capaci-
ties ranging from hauling tables and chairs, cabin/
grounds cleanup and more. Your magnanimous 
efforts are commendable and anonymously noted.
 Speaking of charitable acts, sometimes people 
practice random kindnesses for their fellow riders, 
such as Yvonne Dooley spending four hours on Friday 
afternoon running a circuit to eastern Maryland in 
order to pick up medical supplies direly needed by an 
attendee who was physically unable to make the trip 
solo.  
 Our past president, Maria Vandergucht accumu-
lated ample door prizes such that about half of the 
attendees had to make room during their load-out to 
carry a prize home.
 If we’ve left you off the list, please accept our 
sincere apologies as well as our thanks for your work 
and contributions. Y’all are great!

Thanks to the volunteers!
By Scott Keimig, 
BMWBMW President
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The numbers
104 pre-registered attendees, including one child
70 walk-in registrations

9 day passes

65 BMWBMW members attended

While the final financial reports aren’t in yet, it looks like we came 
pretty close to breaking even this year, which was the Board’s goal! 
Come to the July club meeting to hear the final financial report on the 
rally.

Photo by 
Andy Dooley

GS ride 
participants. 
Photo 
courtesy 
of Shannon 
Krammes.
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Photos 
by 
Kurtis 
Minder
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Helmets

at

the

Square

Route

Rally

Photos by Wes Fleming
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Just from looking at these 
photos, you’d think most BMW 
riders wear white helmets, but 
silver made a strong showing 
at the rally.
 Flip-front helmets seem to 
be quite popular, but there 
was a good display of Arai and 
Shoei full-face helmets. Defi-
nitely in the minority were half 
helmets, though both of them 
that I spotted were white.
 Bright, garish colors were 
definitely in the minority, with 
just a few orange and yellow 
helmets spotted. Fancy graph-
ics adorned a few helmets 
and of course, some riders 
decorate their helmets with all 
kinds of stickers.
 In addition to helmets, I 
was glad to see the vast mar-
jority of attendees adhered to 
the ATGATT mantra — All The 
Gear All The Time.

 — Wes Fleming



Photos by 
Henry Winokur
(These two pages and the next two as well.)

| 20 | SRR.14 BTS |



BTS SRR.14 | 21 |



| 22 | SRR.14 BTS |



| BTS SRR.14 | 23 |



www.bmwbmw.org      ©2014 BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washington

BMW BIKERS of METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON
ESTABLISHED IN 1974

BETWEEN the SPOKES


	_GoBack

