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DEPARTMENTS

THIS MONTH

ON THE COVER
Last year, Between the Spokes published the first print 
photos of the S 1000 R; this year, we’re happy to provide 
the first print photos of an actual, real-live S 1000 XR, 
topped here by Battley Cycles salesman Todd Dibell (also 
our model from last year!).
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PARTY AT LA FERME

Eighty-six club members (and guests) 
registered for this year’s party, and 
Henry Winokur was there to capture the 
smiles.

6 THE TEN COMMANDMENTS OF
WRITING ROUTE INSTRUCTIONS

Long-time club member Bob Higdon con-
tinues in his quest to rein in the insanity 
that is giving directions.

10 THE 2015 INTERNATIONAL
MOTORCYCLE SHOW IN DC

If you were there, it’s not news that the 
IMS was smaller this year, but BMW was 
there. Wes Fleming brings you the scoop 
and the photos.

15 LEATT’S NECK BRACE
BY NICKI WATKINS

Head and neck safety doesn’t stop at 
the bottom of the helmet, after all.

UPCOMING CLUB EVENTS

SAT.14.FEB BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

Join us at Bob’s BMW for the BoD (10.00 and open to all club members) and Gener-
al Membership (11.00) meetings; stick around and pick up some motorcycle-related 
gifts for your special someone. Guest speaker: Rene Cormier, author of University of 
Gravel Roads.

SUN .15.MAR BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

Join us at Morton’s BMW for the BoD (10.00 and open to all club members) and 
General Membership (11.00) meetings. Tech day runs concurrently, from 9 to 1.
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 Speaking of epic rides, you will find 
a full report on Mileage Awards and the 
Rides Contest in the March issue, so I 
won’t elaborate further. After present-
ing those awards, we acknowledged 
the decades of exceptional support 
and dedication, crucial to our continu-
ation as a club, from Battley Cycles, 
Bob’s BMW, and Morton’s BMW with 
the presentation of Certificates of Out-
standing Service to the owners of these 
fine establishments.
 To close the program, Jerry Skene 
collected his Member of the Year 
award, earned with years of behind-
the-scenes contributions in providing 
electrical assistance during numerous 
tech days and his contributions to rider 
safety through his ingenious designs 
that enhance motorcycle conspicuity. 
Well done, Jerry!
 If you missed the party, well you 
missed quite THE party, but your BoD 
is committed to many enjoyable events 
in 2015 and an equally festive holiday 
party next January.  
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FROM THE PRESIDENT     |     By Scott Keimig

Until recently I believed that Janu-
ary would be a placid time to settle 

in at home in front of the fireplace 
and plan my personal moto-activities. 
Yeah, just kick back and read through 
accumulated back issues of BMW Mo-
torcycle Owners News, Motorcycle Con-
sumer News, Motorcycle Classics — OK, 
you get the drift, much of my reading 
material during summer months gets 
tossed into the reading rack for those 
times when it’s more comfy to stay 
home than hit the saddle. Surely a 16” 
stack of magazines can be read cover-
to-cover over the 31 days of January?
 Apparently not! You see, reading 
about bikes is a little like reading about 
food, cameras, guitars, travelling or 
whatever your particular weakness is. 
Text and photos inevitably lead to the 
real item, and what better way to sate 
one’s moto-lust, stimulated by 10 days 
of reading about bikes, than attend-
ing the International Motorcycle Show 
(IMS) at the DC Convention Center.
 Just a week after the IMS, we 
conducted our annual holiday party at 

La Ferme restaurant in Chevy Chase, 
which is owned by club member 
Alain Roussel, who suffers from the 
same affliction we all share — just ask 
Alain about the Royal Enfield he has 
in addition to his Beemer. What an 
event! Just shy of 90 attendees, many 
attending for the first time or after a 
long absence, enjoyed the fellowship, 
delectable cuisine and festivities. We 
had an afternoon brunch rather than 
the traditional evening dinner, and the 
attendees as a whole indicated that we 
should entertain holding a brunch at La 
Ferme in future years.
 Our featured speaker, Meeting & 
Events Chair Mike Potter, reported on 
his epic ride with Taylor Larimore to 
the Horizons Unlimited Canada West 
Gathering last August. Their photos and 
videos, along with Mike’s entertaining 
narration, illustrated their exploration 
of substantial portions of the Old West 
and Pacific Northwest over the course 
of the 31 days and 9,400 miles that 
comprised their tour of 25 states and 
provinces.

Not a bad start to the year!

http://www.capitalcycle.com
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HOLIDAY PARTY     |     Photos by Henry Winokur

• From routine maintenance to restorations
• Over 40 years of experience
• Pick-up and delivery available
• Winter Projects

410-379-0106
www.speedscycle.com

5820 Washington Blvd., Elkridge, MD 21075
Winter Storage Available

— Engine, trans - reseal and rebuild
— Final drive - reseal and rebuild
— Head reconditioning with hardening, seating, etc.
— Lube splines

“Back to it’s roots”

Call for details and prices

Above: From left to right, Bob Higdon, 
Bob Henig, Linda Rookard, Suzanne 
Henig (back to camera) and Bill Shaw.

Right: Alain Roussel, world traveler, 
long-time club member, and the owner 
of La Ferme.

Left: Mike Potter (Sales Committee 
Chair) gives a brief talk about an epic 
30-day motorcycle vacation he took 
with pal Taylor Larimore last summer.

Left: Party greeters Deb Keimig, 
Katie Minder and Karen Ager, 
making sure everybody came 
through the door with a smile.

Right: Club President Scott 
Keimig (center) and VP Kurtis 
Minder (right) congratulate 
Member of the Year Jerry 
Skene. Jerry invented P3 lights 
(among other devices) and is a 
constant, helpful presence at 
club events ranging from tech 
days and club meetings to the 
Square Route Rally.

Here’s quite the 
collection of 

world travelling 
experience: Phil 

Ager with Paul 
and Dawn Miller. 
Not sure if Dawn 

is describing 
a dogfight or 

the time Paul’s 
driveshaft 

disintegrated 
on the road in 

Europe, but Phil 
seems amused.

This year’s holiday party took the form of 
a mid-day brunch and 86 club members 
occupied La Ferme, a French restaurant 
in Chevy Chase, MD. It was energizing to 
see so many club members, both old and 
new, socializing in one place. Many in at-
tendance commented that they couldn’t 
remember a holiday party with such a high 
turnout. More photos on page 14.

http://www.speedscycle.com
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TIPS & TRICKS     |     By Bob Higdon

The Ten Commandments of writing route instructions
 By the time I had become irretriev-
ably lost for the third time on what was 
advertised as an easy observation 
tour by motorcycle, I had decided that 
merely murdering the originator of the 
event wasn’t an acceptable solution 
to the underlying problem. His death, 
while justified, wouldn’t prevent simi-
larly inclined people from foisting bla-
tantly erroneous information, cleverly 
disguised as route instructions, upon 
innocent touring riders. Education, plus 
a dose of exquisite torture, was clearly 
the answer. It might not have worked 
for Mao during the Cultural Revolution, 
but it might work for me.
 Having spent 13 years competing 
in more than 200 automobile rallies, 
I think I have a decent idea of what 
correct route instructions look like. 
That experience covered everything 
from trivial poker runs to national and 
divisional events in the Sports Car 
Club of America championship rally 
series, both as a driver and naviga-
tor. No matter what the event looks 
like in complexity, distance, or capac-
ity for producing stress ulcers, there 
are some time-honored methods that 
skillful rallymasters use in directing the 
participants effortlessly along a course. 
You should think of these techniques 
as commandments, since the viola-
tion of any one of them is sufficient 
provocation to direct you, the offending 
rallymaster, straight to the depths of 
hell. Your route instructions to locate 
the Bottomless Pit, be assured, will be 
exquisitely clear.
 Without further ado, obey the follow-
ing:

I. KNOW YOUR AUDIENCE
 The effort that you must exert in 
producing an error-free event varies in 
direct proportion to 1) the number of 
people who will be participating and 
2) the total number of miles they have 
travelled to get to the event. If you are 
sending a few friends out on a poker 
run through the neighborhood, your 
worst effort will be greeted with nothing 
worse than benign laughter and scorn 
at your ineptitude. But if you manage 
to lose half the field of 650 out-of-state 
bikers at the largest rally in your area 
in the last ten years, you’ll probably be, 
and should be, lynched.
 And, while this is technically not 

a matter of correctness, you should 
never forget why the rallyists have 
entered your event. If they have come 
to see the scenery, why do you want 
them to answer grotty little gimmick 
questions to divert their attention from 
the mountains and lakes? If they are 
interested in running the twisties in the 
outback, is it really a good idea to stick 
them on the New Jersey Swinepike for 
an hour? Do those K1600s, all two up 
and thoroughly spotless, really want 
to run your favorite 36 miles of rutted 
dirt? Common sense can go a long way 
in avoiding the hangman’s noose.

II. BE ACCURATE
 English is your mother tongue, and 
you should be nice to your mother. On 
a rally, accuracy is everything. Simple 
declarative sentences, short and to the 
point, are fine. Obtuse, wordy instruc-
tions, with a heavy emphasis on the 
passive voice, got you a C- in high 
school. Learn from your mistakes.
 It hardly seems necessary to men-
tion that spelling should be correct 
or that references to highway route 
numbers be exact. If the instruction 
says “Right onto Jubjub,” then there 
had better damned well be a sign at 
that intersection that identifies the 
road as “Jubjub,” not a sign two miles 
after the right turn that only the locals 
know about. Visitors must be told of 
definitions that are unique to your area. 
A policeman in Massachusetts directed 
one of my Louisiana relatives to bear 
right at the “rotary.” She spent the next 
few hours gyrating around Boston, try-
ing to figure out what a “rotary” was.

III. EMPLOY PROPER STYLE
 Route instructions should:
  a. Be numbered;
  b. Use upper and lower case let-
ters, not ALL CAPS;
  c. Employ adequate font size; and
  d. Fit and be viewable comfort-
ably in a common tank bag.
 Use adequate spacing between sep-
arate instructions. Quick, successive 
turns should be included in a single 
instruction with a cautionary note (e.g., 
Left at Smith Road, then immediate 
right onto Jones).
 Emphasize unusual course follow-
ing conditions or dangerous situa-
tions. Here you may use ALL CAPS. Put 

anecdotal, humorous, or miscellaneous 
remarks in parentheses, well apart 
from the instructions required to stay 
on course.
 Automobile rallymasters historically 
have used capitalized words in quotes 
to designate signs (Right at “MOM’S 
DELI”). Clues not in quotes refer to 
landmarks that are not necessarily 
identified with a sign (e.g., Right at 
church). As a practical matter, promi-
nent signs are much easier for the con-
testant to locate than are landmarks.

IV. PRE-CHECK THE COURSE
 One of the worst sins a rallymaster 
can commit is to have the contestants 
check the event for him. The course, if 
it is anything other than a walk in the 
park for local club members, must be 
checked by a neutral observer. Ideally 
that checker is a near-sighted Peruvian 
prison warden. Such a checker would 
combine the virtues of being able to 
see only the most obvious highway 
clues, have familiarity only with the 
Andes Mountains, and would summar-
ily clap you into his dungeon should you 
get him lost.
 Absent such a candidate, find a 
couple of friends who have trouble 
locating their own asses, give them the 
instructions, and sit in the back seat 
of their car, saying absolutely nothing 
(but taking careful notes), while they 
set out in search of the edges of the 
known galaxy. It’s considered good 
form for you to pay for gas and lunch, at 
least until they pass beyond Neptune. 
Believe me, you’ll learn a lot about the 
deficiencies of your initial efforts from 
this kind of rehearsal.
 Obviously, the pre-check should be 
run on the same day of the week and 
at approximately the same time as the 
actual event. Pay particular attention 
to Sunday runs that pass by churches, 
state fairs, and gatherings of the Death 
to Motorcyclists Federation. If you are 
expecting contestants who are not 
familiar with the area that your course 
will cover, consider employing a lead 
car to run ahead of the pack on the day 
of the event to check for and replace 
any downed or stolen signs that are 
required for the contestant to follow the 
course.

V. ADVISE OF THE CONVENTIONS
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 A course-following convention tells 
you what to do when there is no spe-
cific route instruction to follow. Such 
conventions are limited only by the 
imagination and good taste of the ral-
lymaster, but just three are of impor-
tance in the context of this article: SAP, 
MAIN ROAD, and FOLLOW.
 SAP means to proceed as “straight 
as possible.” MAIN ROAD means to 
continue as indicated by reference to 
the center line, road surface, or the 
current road’s obvious path. FOLLOW 
means that once having been directed 
onto a named or numbered road (e.g., 
“Right onto Rt. 666”), the contestant is 
obliged to stay with that road no matter 
where it turns. Almost every time I have 
gotten lost on a motorcycle tour, the 
rallymaster has failed to tell me which 
convention is applicable.
 The problem arises when I am on 
Bigwidepaved Road and it bends to 
the left. Rotten Road is absolutely 
dead straight ahead. The instruction 
says “Right at TEXACO,” yet there is no 

gas station within 20 miles. What do I 
do? The rallymaster hasn’t told me if I 
should SAP, MAIN ROAD, or FOLLOW. 
Probably I will continue (by MAIN ROAD) 
on Bigwidepaved, but it’s just a guess. 
And later, when Bigwidepaved inexpli-
cably takes a right at a crossroad, will 
I FOLLOW it, SAP onto Equallybigwide-
paved Road straight ahead, or just 
go home? My feeling is that I will be 
looking for some paisley rope for the 
rallymaster’s necktie party.
 The point is clear. Roads do strange 
things. No one expects the rallymaster 
to direct the participant through every 
intersection, but there is always a basic 
convention that is appropriate, even if 
the rallymaster hasn’t told you. SAP is 
the bottom line; if there is something 
else at work out there, the rallymaster’s 
job is to find it and to tell the riders 
about it. When all else fails, use a route 
instruction.

VI. GET STARTED CORRECTLY
 At a rally I attended some years ago, 

I hadn’t gone 500 yards from my tent 
before I was lost on an observation run. 
There were apparently two ways to exit 
the campground; I had seen only one, 
that being the way I had come in on 
Friday night in the rain. The rallymaster 
wanted me to take the other path on 
Saturday morning, but he didn’t tell 
me that. Perhaps he had been reading 
Robert Frost’s The Road Not Taken.
 Explicit directions to the start mark-
er, incapable of being misunderstood, 
are mandatory. How much does a sign 
that says “START” cost? How much 
trouble is it to erect one? A “START” 
marker is a convenient place to have 
the entrants zero their trip odometers. 
It might well be a convenient place to 
conclude the event.

VII. PROCEED LOGICALLY
 The error here usually takes the 
form of referencing a sign or landmark 
well after the time you have passed it. 
On two recent rallies a route instruc-
tion directed me (for example) to take 

Turn right when you get to where Old Man Johnson used to live.
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a right at TEXACO. No worries. The next 
instruction required a left at EXXON. So 
far, so good. But then some miles later, 
and in a subsequent route instruction, 
I was asked to describe something 
that happened between the two gas 
stations. I wasn’t looking ahead in the 
instructions ― nor had I been told to do 
so ― so I went down in flames.
 Advise the contestant that he should 
be aware of upcoming problems. The 
instruction “Take US 13 north” seems 
specific until I realize that I should 
have gotten into the left lane to make 
that turn at a directional traffic signal. 
Perhaps the rallymaster believed that 
the entrants were bumblebees who as-
sociate compass readings with the sun. 
Most of us do, but it was cloudy that 
day.

VIII. USE OBVIOUS CLUES
 The four most clearly visible clues 
in directing an entrant along a course 
are: 1) STOP signs; 2) T intersections; 
3) traffic signals; and 4) gas stations. 
Wherever possible, references to those 
objects should be used. The first three 
warn of potential hospitalization if ig-
nored; the last, gas stations signs, are 
universally recognized.
 The fundamental premise of a 
guided touring rally should be to relax 
the contestant. Clues that are virtually 
self-finding serve as a time-out for the 
biker. It is far easier to look for a STOP 
sign than to slow down at each inter-
section to search for Geronimo Street, 
which can be anywhere. Contrarily, 
references to words on mailboxes, 
numbers on telephone poles, hard-to-
see signs, clues immediately following 
a preceding clue (known in the trade 
as “quickies”), or clues with multiple 
actions points (“Left at fifteenth oppor-
tunity after the third church.”) and the 
like should be absolutely avoided.
 When a difficult turn is required and 
no obvious sign or landmark is present, 
reference it with an interval mile-
age: Straight at STOP, then left onto 

Tinysignobscuredbytree Road after 
1/2 mile. Parenthetical information is 
always encouraged: Left onto Micro 
Lane (around a bend on the left, may 
be hard to see).

IX. AVOID PROBLEM SPOTS
 On every course, unless it is a 
quarter-mile drag strip, there will be 
problem areas that range from simple 
inconvenience to life-threatening dan-
ger. Let’s take them separately.
 Among the former are courses that 
send the riders past the largest church 
in the county at 10:00 a.m. on Sunday 
morning, by a Wal-Mart supercenter 
on Saturday afternoon, or through a 
densely populated area after dark. The 
guiding principle here is that if you hate 
driving through the irritant yourself 
when you’re laying out the course, or if 
the locals grit their teeth when they see 
you — not to mention 68 bikes — com-
ing, why do you think the contestants 
are going to enjoy it any better? Change 
the route. If you can’t do that, adjust 
the start time of the event to minimize 
friction with the populace.
 True hazards consist of horrors such 
as metal bridges that turn into ice 
rinks in the rain, potholes so large that 
they’ve been given names, descending-
radius curves on a 12% downhill grade, 
blind corners with a nest of rabid 
raccoons at the apex, and the like. If 
you’re unsure whether you’re looking at 
a legitimate road hazard, ask yourself 
this question: If one rider makes a 
mistake or gets unlucky here, am I will-
ing to receive increasingly nasty letters 
from his lawyer for the rest of my life?
 Faced with road hazards on the 
course, your duty to change the route 
is even more important than it is with 
mere irritants. If you can’t change the 
travel route under any circumstances, 
an interesting question arises. I am told 
that the American Motorcyclist Associa-
tion lawyers advise not saying anything 
about a particular problem for fear 
that if you warn about Hazard #1 and 

a biker crumps at Hazard #2 (about 
which you haven’t warned), you’ll be 
sued for not warning about everything. 
With all due respect to the AMA (and 
I speak as a Life Member as well as a 
trial lawyer with considerable personal 
experience in such matters), such 
counsel in my opinion is as bad as any 
legal advice I’ve ever heard. If there’s 
a horror-in-waiting out on your course 
and you send innocent bikes into it in 
blissful ignorance, I myself will stand 
in line to sue you on behalf of the poor 
bastards that you failed to warn.

X. FIND OUT WHAT WENT WRONG
 First, something will.
 Second, if you actually liked being 
a rallymaster and have some hopes 
of playing one again (though perhaps 
more competently), you should learn 
how things went pear-shaped.
 Third, remember that no one will 
look you in the eye and tell you that 
your rally should have been buried in 
a toxic waste dump at birth. You have 
to be more subtle to find out what the 
contestants truthfully thought of your 
effort. A spy is required. Hire one to 
circulate among the ashen, red-eyed 
riders to ask questions like, “Good 
grief, wasn’t that awful?” When a posi-
tive, weary nod of the head is received, 
the spy should follow up with, “What 
did you hate most about it?” After a 
couple of hours, your informant should 
be able to deliver a complete report, 
one in which you can place confidence.

SUMMARY
 Death by hanging is, as I have indi-
cated, the proper reward for an errant, 
sloppy rallymaster. A reasonable way to 
avoid that fate is to pay holy attention 
to the strictures referenced above. They 
are the rules, almost Biblical in sever-
ity, both tried and true. Heed them and 
receive the praise of grateful riders; 
scorn them and let the rope be thy 
reward.
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ANNUAL MILEAGE CONTEST RESULTS     |     By Steve Willis

Christopher Russell-Wood    25,715
Lisa Hecker         24,347
Jim Patton          21,869
Bruce Watkins        20,664
Steve Anderson        20,571
Matt Corrigan         19,203
Michael Potter        17,813
Ted Knab          15,246
Karen Ager*         15,225
Ken Eichhorst         14,692
Brian Conrad         14,412
Steve Willis          11,333
Paul Wilson         11,244
Ed Pfister          11,171
Steve Clifford         10,944
Elsie Smith            9,311
Phillip Ager            7,844
Maria Vandergucht         7,358
Bob Stransky           7,203
Wes Fleming           7,184 (Top Sidecar w/2,337)
Brian McLeod           4,932
Mark Bickel           4,661
Nicki Watkins           4,200
Chetna Lal            1,912
Armaan Mehta          1,570
Jody Douglas           1,462
Christine Conrad          1,000

Here are the results of the BMWBMW 
Mileage Contest for 2014. Thanks 

to everyone who participated. We had 
27 riders participate this year racking 
up 313,086 miles for the year. Nineteen 
males and eight females reported mileage 
for the year. Participants and results for 
the 2014 Mileage Contest are at right; 
best wishes for safe and adventurous 
2015 riding year!
 If you haven’t sent in your 2015 start 
odometer number, it’s not too late. Head 
over to the web forum and find the mile-
age thread or send an email to mileage@
bmwbmw.org.

*Karen Ager won the 2014 Build-a-Bike 
contest. More on that in next month’s
issue.  —Ed.

http://www.bobsbmw.com
mailto:mileage%40bmwbmw.org?subject=2015%20start%20odometer
mailto:mileage%40bmwbmw.org?subject=2015%20start%20odometer
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The 2015 International Motorcycle Show in Washington, DC
The 2015 International Motorcycle Show (IMS) travels 

across the country, hitting 11 or so cities every year. This 
year, the stop in Washington, DC was the weekend of 9-11 
January.
 I was there all weekend, working the BMW Motorcycle 
Owners of America booth. We were happy to be located just 
behind the BMW Motorrad booth. BMW’s booth was quite 
large (see photo on page 9) and featured every current and 
upcoming model in the lineup, including the S 1000 XR and 
R 1200 RS, which understandably garnered a lot of looks.

By Wes Fleming  Many attendees I chatted with noted that the IMS seemed smaller this 
year. Indeed, the entire thing was moved to Hall A of the Walter E. Washington 
Convention Center, a smaller space of 151,000 square feet on the bottom 
level. In previous years, the IMS occupied the 237,000 square feet made up 
by combining Halls D and E. The rumors swirling around were that the IMS 
raised the price for vendors to set up their booths, a rumor supported by the 
far lower number of retail sales booths at the show. While you could still buy 
patches and get your glasses cleaned by the anti-fog cream hucksters, there 
was only one large patch booth and only two anti-fog cream hucksters; in past 
years, there were easily two to three times the number of retail vendors in 
attendance.
 The IMS is open to the public all weekend, and Saturday proved to be 
the most popular day for folks to wander around, ask questions, and sit on 
motorcycles. The BMW booth was positively mobbed all day Saturday, and I 
spied employees from Battley Cycles, Bob’s BMW and Morton’s BMW answer-
ing questions and holding bikes steady. Ken Davis from the yet-to-open Dulles 
BMW/Triumph was also there, sporting brand-new swag from his shop.
 As in previous years, the BMW motorcycles on display captured my atten-
tion and imagination, but as you can see on these two pages, they weren’t 
the only bikes that made me daydream. I’m still hot for the Indians, and 
nobody can deny the appeal of Triumph’s fun-sized adventure bikes.

Indian’s booth was large and well attended, 
filled with multiple examples of each of their 

current bikes, including some customized 
Scouts, and tons of swag, from hats to leather 

jackets. This full-dress Roadmaster got a lot 
of attention. The presence of cutaways of 
both engines Indian offers, the main line’s 

111 ci (1819 cc)Thunderstroke and the Scout’s 
69 ci (1130 cc) lump gave attendees some 
insights into Polaris’ ground-up efforts on 

both of these power plants.

Harley-Davidson brought two examples of their prototype electric 
motorcycle, still being called Project Livewire. Finding out that 
they engineered in a loud, raspy motorcyclre noise was quite a 
disappointment, as one of the great benefits of an electric motorcycle 
is its inherent low noise pollution.

Triumph’s booth exuded cool, and while its retro-styled 
Bonnevilles are certainly cool, the bikes getting all the buzz 
were the revamped 800 cc Tigers.

FEATURE



BtS  |  Feb. 2015  |  12

A BMW Bike’s Best Friend:
Skilled Routine Inspection
and Maintenance
If you need a tune-up, Khanh’s 
EUBMW Repair Shop will do the 
needed work and check out your 
bike’s whole system to spot 
problems before they happen.

Winter won’t last
forever!
Khanh’s EUBMW Repair 
Shop is at your service in 
the Armature Building.

Khanh’s EUBMW Repair Shop
(in the Armature Building)
3025 Colvin St, Alexandria, VA 22314
Phone: (571) 294-2386
Stop in or call for an appointment. la
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The S 1000 XR’s specs are exciting: 160 bhp and all the electronic 
riding aids BMW can muster. While it’s tall when you’re mounting 
it, once you’re in the saddle, it feels very manageable. Clockwise 
from top: front view, rear view, the cockpit, the side of the inline 
four-cylinder engine, the radiator (top) and oil cooler (bottom), 
and the clearly-not-off-road-intended rear wheel.

mailto:brownsvtwin%40verizon.net?subject=Enquiry%20from%20ad%20in%20BTS
http://www.eubmw.com
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There’s really no telling how long the IMS will 
continue in general, and if it continues, how 
much longer it will grace Washington, DC with 
its presence. If scuttlebutt and mumbleship 
are any indication, the IMS could be history in 
much less than a decade, supplanted by the 
annual AIMExpo in Orlando, FL, in most of the 
country. Like the major auto shows, the IMS 
may continue on in very large cities like New 
York and Los Angeles, but if the discussions 
behind the scenes by vendors and attendees 
are any indication, its adventures in mid-sized 
markets like ours have a limited future.

BMW isn’t just interested in selling you a 
motorcycle, they’re trying to sell you on 
a lifestyle. Clearly, this lifestyle choice 
includes flip-flops, bikinis and sneakers.

Watching people mob the BMW booth, which was conveniently located as the first booth at the 
bottom of the escalators used to get onto the floor of Hall A, was wonderful. It’s fun to see so 
many people excited about BMW motorcycles, such as this random guy who kept talking about 
how he can’t wait to ride an R 1200 RS. The RS was but one of the many bikes repeatedly sat on, 
caressed and ogled by IMS attendees.

http://www.mortonsbmw.com


More than one rider ignored the spitting rain and rode to the 
party, the first time since we held the party at the Ft. Belvoir 
Officers’ Club that we have photographic proof of BMWBMW 

riders’ hardiness 
and partiness. La 
Ferme, in Chevy 
Chase, MD, is a 
French restaurant, 
and we packed the 
main dining room 
with club members. 
The ambience was 
excellent, the food 
was amazing, and 
the camaraderie 
was unsurpassed. 
We’re hoping for a 
repeat (or better) 
performance next 
year! Photos to the 
left and right by 
Bruce Dimon; photos 
along the bottom by 
Wes Fleming.
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MORE HOLIDAY PARTY PHOTOS     |     

http://www.beemersuberalles.com
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PRODUCT REVIEW     |     By Nicki Watkins, Tech Co-Chair

Leatt neck brace

Riding a motorcycle can be dangerous and that is why we wear gear. Some 
people wear more than others. Bruce and I both wear a Leatt STX Road 

neck brace, along with tall boots, jacket, pants, gloves and helmet. We are 
an All The Gear All The Time couple, and for good reasons.
 Bruce has been wearing a neck brace since 2007. Since wearing a brace, 
he has been in two crashes. The last one, in 2013, was bad enough to break 
his Leatt brace. Without the brace he would have sustained injury to his 
neck. After this crash I began wearing the same Leatt neck brace. I thought 
it would be uncomfortable, or at least be noticeable while riding, but it is 
neither of those things. It fits snugly over my jacket (summer or winter) and I 
have full range of motion with my head. The back of the brace has a slight lip 
that keeps your head from snapping back in the event of an accident, as well 
as to the sides and front. 
 Dr. Chris Leatt is the inventor of the neck brace that we wear. He began 
his business in South Africa in 2004. The neck brace we wear costs $400, 
but is well worth the price. The company has wonderful customer service and 
provides a range of safety gear to help protect your entire body. When Bruce 
called to get a new neck brace, and to order mine, he learned that they offer 
a discount for replacement neck braces. Their loyalty to their customers, and 
dedication to their customers’ safety shows how much they care.
 We both highly recommend this product to riders of all ages. Leatt makes 
braces for all sorts of adventure sport vehicles, including motorcycles, bi-
cycles and snowmobiles. For more info, see www.leatt.com.

Photo by Bruce Watkins

http://www.mortonsbmw.com
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In December and January, the attacks 
on free speech escalated. This is not 

a good trend, no doubt about that, but 
it’s not a new trend, either. We may 
think quashing free speech is a political, 
economic or religious issue, but it perme-
ates many layers of our society, including 
the many thousands of words written by 
and about motorcyclists as well as the 
machines and products on which they 
rely.
 While part of me still thinks it was a 
hoax, the cyber attack on Sony Pictures 
surrounding its release of the buddy 
comedy The Interview drew 
our attention in a small way 
to the issue of free speech. 
The film is a satire that 
bases its plot on an Ameri-
can TV personality, played 
by James Franco, and his 
producer, played by Seth 
Rogen, being granted an 
interview with North Korea’s 
leader, Kim Jong-un, and 
then being asked by the CIA 
to assassinate him.
 The assault on free 
speech related to this movie 
came from the attackers 
threatening more attacks 
and the release of private information if 
Sony went ahead with the film’s release 
as scheduled. Sony initially pulled the 
film, blaming major movie theater chains 
for refusing to show the film due to 
threats of violence against any of them 
that did. Under pressure from a wide 
swath of Americans, including President 
Barack Obama, Sony reversed course, 
releasing the film in a limited number of 
theaters and online through various web-
sites in late December, more or less as 
previously scheduled. After earning more 
money than any previous digital release 
in Sony’s history, Netflix is — as of this 
writing — in negotiations to secure exclu-
sive streaming rights for The Interview.
 The incident that precipitated this 
column was the terrorist attack on the of-
fices of Charlie Hebdo, a weekly satirical 
newspaper published in Paris, France. 
On 7 January, three masked men armed 
with assault rifles killed two policemen, 
including one who was serving as the 
editor-in-chief’s bodyguard, along with 
ten employees of the paper, including 
four cartoonists, two columnists and the 
editor in chief, himself a cartoonist and 
columnist.

 Charlie Hebdo is well known for 
its anti-religion stance; they regularly 
publish full-color, front-page caricatures 
of Mohammed, Jesus, the pope, other 
religious figures including generic Mus-
lims, Christians and Jews, and a wide 
variety of French and European political 
and social figures. Many of these cov-
ers depict these people in humiliating 
or sexual situations and are patently 
offensive to many.
 The paper’s offices were firebombed 
in 2011, without loss of life, but this 
time, the frontal assault resulted in a 

bloodbath. One of the policemen killed 
was lying wounded on the ground with 
his hands up when one of the Kalash-
nikov-toting terrorists shot him in the 
face. The terrorists shouted “Allahu 
Akbar,” a common Islamic invocation 
usually translated as “God is great.” 
These shouts were caught on video 
by onlookers, as well as a comment 
from one of the terrorists that they had 
exacted revenge for the newspaper’s 
portrayals of Mohammed. The outrage 
and sympathy at this horrific event fo-
cused on the perceived intention of the 
terrorists: punishing Charlie Hebdo’s 
writers, cartoonists and editors for their 
words and images, and by doing so, 
frightening other writers, cartoonists 
and editors into silence.
 Not even 24 hours after this terrorist 
attack, the Chinese government arrest-
ed and imprisoned the three brothers 
of a Chinese-born US citizen. Shohret 
Hoshur is a Uighur, and the Uighur are 
a long-oppressed ethnic minority under 
Chinese control. The implication here 
is clearly that if Hoshur continues to 
report on anti-Uighur events taking 
place in Xinjiang, his brothers will be 

subjected to unspecified punishments 
extending beyond the five-year sen-
tence one of them has already received 
for discussing his arrest on the tele-
phone with Hoshur.
 In 2014, a dustup called “Gamer-
gate” shook the video gaming world; 
while it spreads through a variety of 
issues, one of the core concepts is the 
active suppression of the opinions, 
ideas and efforts of female game 
designers, programmers and review-
ers. Several women were threatened 
with rape, assault and death in an ugly, 

misogynistic attack on a 
perceived minority in the 
gaming world. In reality, 
females make up 52% of 
those playing video games 
according to the Internet 
Advertising Bureau’s study 
published on 17 Septem-
ber 2014.
 Anita Sarkeesian is a 
feminist writer who writes 
for the website Feminist 
Frequency and regu-
larly discusses tropes that 
denigrate and marginalize 
women; one repercus-
sion of Gamergate was 

the cancellation of Anita Sarkeesian’s 
talk at Utah State University after an 
unknown person emailed the university 
promising to commit “the deadliest 
school shooting in American history” if 
the talk proceeded. Sarkeesian, as well 
as game developers Brianna Wu and 
Zoe Quinn, later fled their homes in the 
wake of numerous death threats.
 All of these events above are ways in 
which somebody attempted to infringe 
on free speech in ways that evoked 
or threatened violence. They don’t 
have anything to do with motorcycles, 
though, so I’ll give you an example that 
does relate to our sport.
 Most of us are familiar with Motor-
cyclist magazine. I have a subscrip-
tion and read it cover-to-cover when it 
arrives. It’s a good magazine, but its 
administrative staff once fired a writer 
over a negative article he wrote for a 
completely different publication.
 Dexter Ford contributed articles to 
Motorcyclist for three decades, but was 
summarily fired in September 2009 for 
an article he wrote for The New York 
Times. In “Sorting out differences in 
helmet standards,” Ford examines US 

You can’t kill free speech

BETWEEN THE GUTTERS     |     By Wes Fleming
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and European helmet certification stan-
dards, which can often be confusing as 
they overlap and contradict each other. 
He criticizes the Snell Foundation for its 
2005 and 2010 standards and reports 
that some helmet manufacturers have 
stopped submitting helmets for Snell 
certification in favor of US Department 
of Transportation (DOT) and United Na-
tions ECE certifications.
 Ford’s article is clearly critical of 
Snell, but does not mention any helmet 
manufacturer by name; the closest he 
comes is a passing mention of a “$400 
Snell-certified helmet.” In 2009 in the 
US, that meant only a small number of 
helmets.
 It wasn’t long before emails got 
leaked showing exactly why Ford was 
let go. Brian Catterson, then the Editor-
in-Chief of Motorcyclist, said, “I’m get-
ting serious heat over [Ford’s article],” 
because, as Catterson writes, Ford 
“greatly downplayed” the Snell 2010 
standards.
 “Sorting out differences in helmet 
standards” wasn’t Ford’s first blast at 

Snell’s standards. He wrote an ex-
posé of just how bad the Snell 2005 
standards were for Motorcyclist called 
“Blowing the lid off.” He researched 
extensively for the article, even backing 
his assertions with data from scientific 
tests, proving to himself and many oth-
ers that Snell standards were inferior to 
DOT and ECE standards. Unfortunately, 
the article is no longer available on 
Motorcyclist’s website, but you can find 
it with a quick Google search.
 The heat felt by Catterson came 
from helmet manufacturers Arai and 
Shoei; in 2005 and perhaps even 
2009, these two manufacturers domi-
nated the motorcycle helmet media, if 
not the market, enjoying their heyday 
before the proliferation of Korean- and 
Chinese-made helmets. It’s reasonable 
to think they were also major contribu-
tors to the Snell Foundation, which is a 
not-for-profit group that operates with 
funding from helmet manufacturers.
 To boil the issue down to its compo-
nent parts, Arai and Shoei threatened 
to pull their advertising from Motorcy-

clist because Ford wrote an article denigrating 
Snell standards for The New York Times. By doing 
this, both helmet manufacturers engaged in an 
attempt to quash free speech. They threw their 
weight around like the industry giants they were 
and cost a man his job. (Disclaimer: I currently 
own two Shoei helmets and have owned two Arai 
helmets in the past. All are/were excellent hel-
mets and a Shoei RF800 and an Arai Quantum/f 
protected my head during two separate crashes. 
The RF800 most definitely saved my life in 1999.)
 According to the termination letter sent by Cat-
terson to Ford in October 2009, Ford wasn’t be-
ing fired for the hit piece he wrote for the Times; 
rather, his termination came from what Catterson 
characterized as Ford’s inability to prevent per-
sonal vendettas from infusing his work. Catterson 
mentioned specifically a press conference — not 
even a written article! — Ford participated in after 
the publication of the article. Of course, the 
leaked email chain refuted Catterson’s asser-
tions, exposing the real reason why Ford was 
fired – because he crossed two of the magazine’s 
biggest advertisers, who complained to manage-
ment. It’s also clear from the emails that Catter-
son shares Ford’s opinion of Snell, yet Catterson 
Continued on page 19.

TOM McGRATH’S
MOTORCYCLE LAW GROUP®

Dedicated to protecting the rights of injured motorcyclists. We ride so we understand.  
If you’ve been injured through no fault of your own, call the Motorcycle Law Group.SM

1-800-321-8968            www.MotorcycleLawGroup.com
Licensed in Virginia, West Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Tennessee. 

http://www.motorcyclelawgroup.com
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National
1 Mar: Spring forward! DST begins.

09-12 Apr: Horizons Unlimited Travelers 
Meeting, Appomattox, VA. More info at
www.horizonsunlimited.com.

29 Jun: Iron Butt Rally starts.

24-27 Jul: BMW MOA National Rally in
Billings MT. www.bmwmoa.org

01-04 Oct: BMW RA National Rally in
Harrison, AR. www.bmwra.org

Local
06-08 Feb: Timonium Motorcycle Show
www.cycleshow.net

27 Sep: Baltimore/Washington Ride for 
Kids. www.rideforkids.org

KNOW OF AN EVENT IN 2015?

If you know of a rally or motorcycle-related 
event (national or local) that you’d like to 
share with others, please send the date and 
website to editor@bmwbmw.org.

Bob’s BMW
See www.bobsbmw.com for more info.

07 Mar: Motorcycle Adventurer Day 2, fea-
turing Rene Cormier.

21 Mar: Rider Tune-Up Seminar

25 Apr: Spring Open House

19 Sep: Oktoberfest/Fall Open House

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Breakfast rides are informal gather-
ings of members who meet for 
breakfast and often a ride after-
wards. Not all members participate 
in the after-meal rides and some 
like to show up solely for the ride. 
Interested? Arrive early, introduce 
yourself and be ready to have fun. 
Look for the tables with helmets 
and jackets piled on or near them 
and don’t be shy.
 If you’d like more information, 
or to volunteer to lead a ride one 
weekend, contact Ed Phelps at
rides@bmwbmw.org.

1st Sunday at 8
BALTIMORE BREAKFAST RIDE

GOLDEN CORRAL
7908 Rossville Boulevard, 
Baltimore, MD 21236. To have 
a reminder email sent to you 
the week before the breakfast, 
send your email address to 
Jim Pellenbarg, jpellenbarg@
juno.com.

TBA
MARYLAND BREAKFAST RIDE

SEEKING NEW LOCATION
The Cozy in Thurmont, MD 
has closed. If you have a 
suggestion for a new location 
for the Maryland Breakfast 
Ride, head over to the club’s 
discussion forums and make 
yourself heard.

4th Sunday at 8.30
VIRGINIA BREAKFAST RIDE

THE MAIN STREET PUB
7140 Main Street, Clifton, VA 
20124. Park across the street 
by the rail car or behind the 
pub. Walk through the conve-
nience store to the restaurant 
in the back. The ride to the 
pub requires a nice stretch of 
twisty back roads.

You can find out more by perusing the “Rides to Eat” section of the BMWBMW online forums.

BREAKFAST RIDES

Morton’s BMW
See www.mortonsbmw.com for more info.

15-17 May: Spring Fling Rally at Natural 
Bridge

Battley Cycles
See www.battley.com for more info.

11 Apr: Spring Open House

BMWBMW
Includes only confirmed dates/events.

Sat 14 Feb: Board of Directors (BoD) and
General Membership (GM) meetings at
Bob’s BMW. All BoD meetings starts at 10,
GM at 11 unless otherwise noted.

Sun 15 Mar: BoD and GM meetings at
Morton’s BMW. Tech day runs 9-1.

Sat 11 Apr: BoD and GM meetings at
Battley Cycles.

Sat 18 Apr: Tech day hosted by Jim Bade, 
Arlington, VA. Start time TBA.

Sat 09 May: BoD and GM meetings at
Bob’s BMW.

05-07 Jun: Square Route Rally

Sat 20 Jun: Tech day hosted by Bruce and 
Nicki Watkins (North Beach, MD).

09-11 Oct: BMWBMW Oktoberfest at Camp 
West-Mar.

Sat 12 Dec: BoD and GM meetings at
Battley Cycles.

Don’t forget our awesome 
tech days! Contact Bruce 
and Nicki Watkins (tech@
bmwbmw.org) if you have 
any questions about the 
tech day schedule or 
would like to volunteer 
to host a tech day at your 
home or business. Photo 
by Henry Winokur.

mailto:editor%40bmwbmw.org?subject=event%20notification%20from%20BTS


Membership application/renewal form

Please check appropriate selections:

o NEW MEMBER     o RENEWAL     o CHANGE OF ADDRESS

NAME 

Associate 

STREET                    BMW MOA #

CITY, STATE, ZIP                   BMW RA #

OCCUPATION                   AMA #

PHONE (c) (h) (w) 

E-MAIL 

AGE GROUP
	 o 16–25     o 46–55
	 o 26–35     o 56–65
	 o 36–45     o 65+

MEMBERSHIP DUES
Regular Member: $20/year    Associate Member: $7.50/year

Dues may be paid for 1, 2 or 3 years. Associate members must reside at the same address as the regular 
member. Associate members have all the privileges of regular members but do not receive a separate copy 
of the newsletter. Make check payable to “BMWBMW” and send it with this form to: Shannon Krammes, 
Membership Chair, 6480 McKee Way, Manassas VA 20111-4310. Membership dues are not refundable.

MOTORCYCLES
(year, make, model)

Referred to BMWBMW by

Sign up or renew 
online with PayPal at 
www.bmwbmw.org

I’m interested in helping out with 
the following committees:
	 o Gov’t Affairs    o Rally
	 o Internet      o Rides
	 o Meetings & Events  o Safety
	 o Membership    o Sales
	 o Newsletter/BTS   o Tech
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throws Ford under the GS, blaming him 
directly for costing Motorcyclist about 
$100,000 in advertising money.
 Dexter Ford only lost his job. He 
wasn’t gunned down like the Charlie 
Hebdo staffers, he wasn’t threatened 
with rape and murder like the women 
of Gamergate, and he wasn’t even 
arrested like Shohret Hoshur’s broth-
ers. From the day that Ford was fired, 
though, nobody writing for Motorcyclist 
would be able to continue to do so 
without taking into account the maga-
zine’s advertisers — no matter what out-
let they were writing for. Arai and Shoei 
are heavy hitters, but once manufac-
turers of their size and strength were 
able to force Motorcyclist to punish a 
writer for what he wrote, it’s not hard 
to believe that larger advertisers — say, 
motorcycle manufacturers — or even 
smaller ones wouldn’t be able to do 
the same. Once the seal is broken, as 
they say, it’s all downhill.
 I’m not in any way trying to equate 
the firing of one motorcycle journalist 
to the brutal murders of ten political/
cultural/societal satirists and two 
policemen, but both situations show 
the extent to which people will go to 

prevent the publication or dissemi-
nation of information with which 
they disagree or find offense.
 There’s a reason that the 
freedom of speech is one of the 
very first things codified in our Bill 
of Rights. Free speech and a free 
press are fundamental concepts 
of social contract theory, a body of 
sociopolitical philosophy that has 
come to govern much of the world 
since its emergence in the 18th 
century. The American and French 
Revolutions, and the Constitutions 
that came after them to guide each 
country, were built upon the bricks 
of social contract theory. The citi-
zens of the free world should never 
allow the actions of radicals and 
malcontents to curtail this funda-
mental freedom and must endeav-
or to protect these freedoms at all 
costs.
 Without the freedom of speech 
and of the press, there is no free-
dom at all.
 The article that got Dexter 
Ford fired is available at http://
www.nytimes.com/2009/09/27/
automobiles/27SNELL.html.

Free speech Continued from page 17.

Speeds Cycle is one of the leaders in 
BMW service and reconditioning.
Just bring your bike around back.

We have towing available for pick-up and drop-off

www.speedscycle.com

BMW Service

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/09/27/automobiles/27SNELL.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/09/27/automobiles/27SNELL.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/09/27/automobiles/27SNELL.html
http://www.speedscycle.com
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BETWEEN the SPOKES

Write for Between the Spokes! Send an email to editor@bmwbmw.org with your idea(s) for what you’d like 
to write — a trip report, a motorcycle-related musing, a product/film/book review, a news item, the Bike of 
the Month, a club-related anecdote, or just about anything else you can think of that other motorcyclists 
and club members would be interested in. No story is too small and no photo is too large to grace the 
pages of this, your club’s monthly news magazine. Keep an eye out for the March 2015 issue!

http://www.bmwbmw.org
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