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BTS welcomes all news, story and photo submissions from club members. No photo is too
large, no article is too small! Submissions are used on a rolling basis and may not appear in
the month they are submitted. Materials may be edited for length, content or style. Send
all submissions to the editor. Classified ads are free to active club members and run on a
rolling, space available basis. Commercial vendors can see advertising rates and require‑
ments at www.bmwbmw.org/advertising. Display ads must be submitted no later than the
15th of the month preceding the month of publication.
Please submit address changes and all membership correspondence with the form at the
back of the magazine. BMWBMW is chartered as BMW MOA club #40 and BMW RA club #15.

From the editor
The BMW Motorcycle Owners of
America (MOA) held its Cornerspeed Getaway at VIRginia International Raceway in Alton, VA, on
Monday, 14 September. Club members Chase Hinderstein (pictured
on the front cover) and Chaz Fisher
participated. Look for an extended
writeup in an upcoming issue of
Owners News.

TOM McGRATH’S
MOTORCYCLE LAW GROUP

Dedicated to protecting the rights of injured motorcyclists. We ride so we understand.
If you’ve been injured through no fault of your own, call the Motorcycle Law Group.
SM

1-800-321-8968

www.MotorcycleLawGroup.com
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

|

By Scott Keimig

Changes are coming
In terms of club management, changes are just around
the corner. Elections occur this month, and when you
look at the ballot in this issue you will find several current elected board members are either stepping out
of a leadership role or possibly seeking a different set
of duties. The upshot of most elections is a change in
leadership, so you might expect change in club services
and activities. Your vote is your voice in effecting the
change or, alternatively, consistency you desire, so cast
your vote if you wish to be heard.
Change can be challenging, but as we saw in one
of our key revisions last year, the annual holiday party,
such change can also be revitalizing, energetic and
delightful. Believing that if something is working well
we would be advised to stay constant, I suggest that
we again schedule the 2016 party as a Sunday brunch
(rather than a Saturday dinner). As I type this column
our Events Chair is securing a venue, which we hope to
maintain at La Ferme, owned by a long-time club member. Once we finalize the event we will report specifics
on the website and in future issues of BtS.
Other more looming events are the various Oktoberfests. You will find them listed in the Calendar of Events
section of this issue or the electronic club calendar.
Also, on those pages you will see that we now have all

three venues for breakfast gatherings back up and
running. Special thanks to Thom Rhodes for stepping
up to be POC for the Baltimore Breakfast held the
second Saturday of each month now at Ashland Café.
Speaking of rides, if you have serious interest in a
small group Iron Butt qualification ride this fall (similar
to the one this past spring), contact Bruce Dimon at
rides@bmwbmw.org.
Next I will speak to some recent changes in club
communications. Some may have heard that our longtime webmaster, Andy Dooley, is stepping down after
five years (!) service as Internet Chair. As I mentioned
at the September meeting, the webmaster is an appointed position that plays a key communications
role – our electronic communication operations are
analogous to a central nervous system within the
club and similarly essential for the club to exist. I and
the entire BoD have relied on Andy’s efficient and
expert management of the club’s electrons. Sincerely,
thanks! Fortunately, Kris Betz has agreed to take on
the webmaster role and has completed on-the-job
training with Andy’s oversight during September. Kris’
appointment begins 1 October, so after that date if
you send email to webmaster@bmwbmw.org you will
be corresponding with Kris.
Also as you read in the September Spokes, Wes
Fleming is not running for Media Chair in 2016. Don’t
worry, we have several irons in the fire to address this
and its relation with the newsletter editor, and we expect to have it fully fleshed-out and will report on it in
the November BtS. I don’t want to steal Wes’ thunder,
so I won’t elaborate, but let’s just say Wes is moving
to a bigger stage. Well done, Wes!!!

“Back to it’s roots”

• From routine maintenance to restorations
• Over 40 years of experience
• Pick-up and delivery available
• Winter Projects

— Engine, trans - reseal and rebuild
— Final drive - reseal and rebuild
— Head reconditioning with hardening, seating, etc.
— Lube splines

Call for details and prices

410-379-0106

www.speedscycle.com
5820 Washington Blvd., Elkridge, MD 21075
Winter Storage Available
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Candidate statements

E

very year when the election cycle rolls around in October, the
candidate’s statements appear in Between the Spokes and
online. We encourage you to contact the candidates with questions and participate in the voting process. All club leaders are
volunteers.

KURTIS MINDER is running for PRESIDENT
It was a pleasure for me to serve as Vice President this year.
We saw significant improvement in the club in many areas:
Membership, Rally, rides, events. I am grateful to have been the
Rally Chair as VP, overseeing and organizing one of the most
successful rallies in decades. We were able to source local food
and beer, quality shirts, club branded gear, and the club came
out ahead financially. It would be my honor to take what I have
learned and achieved as VP and apply it to the President role. I
admire the achievements of our past presidents and feel I am
able to make a tangible positive impact to the club. Some of the
objectives I would like to focus on include a new approach to recruiting and managing membership, new communications and
marketing efforts, and a giving the members a stronger voice. I
appreciate your consideration!

ANDY DOOLEY is running for VICE PRESIDENT
Having been webmaster for 5 years with BMWBMW and working
closely with previous and current board members on various
activities and issues, I feel that I have a lot to offer the club as
Vice President with relevant club experience. I have excellent
organization skills and play well with others. I believe that I can
bring energy and execution to the great ideas this club has for
its future. Thanks.

JIM HOWLAND is running for SECRETARY
I have enjoyed being part of the BMWBMW which compliments
my long term engagement with the Airheads Beemer Club,
where I was the membership chairman for five years and met
many local members of both organizations. In that role, I restructured and managed the rebuild of the website and manage
the daily operations of the membership with both online, email

and mail. Similarly, I have been the registrar for an antique
tractor club, where I took the lead on incorporating, managing
the membership and layout and publishing a printed newsletter for another five year learning the publication business and
Indesign!. Hopefully my lessons learned here can help the BMWBMW board with the joy and challenges of club management.
I own several BMW airheads and Moto Guzzis, all of which have
been rebuilt, restored and maintained by myself. I enjoy winding
country roads over the rat race of today’s highways and the race
around the beltway! After 30 years of wrenching and riding,
mileage wise I am over 300,000 on airheads and 100,000 on
Guzzis, but recently learning the joy of a more mod¬≠ern bike,
an R 1100 RT

SHANNON KRAMMES is running for SECRETARY
I greatly enjoyed this past year as the Membership Chair and
would like to continue working with BMWBMW to make your
experience (and mine) as beneficial and enjoyable as possible. I
was hoping to support this year as the Secretary for BMWBMW
activities. If you should choose to elect me as Secretary I promise to commit the necessary time to fully execute my duties as
Secretary. As the BMWBMW Secretary I will focus on 1) improving the Board’s communication with the members through capturing and sharing the results of the Board of Director meetings,
2) coordinating the activities of the Elections Committee, and 3)
improving the management and communication of our historical records. Thank you for considering me for this opportunity.

JIM HOWLAND is running for TREASURER
As mentioned in previous position statements I was the membership chairman for five years for the Airheads Club, where I
was required to upload and download fiscal data and maintain
a daily record and data base of payments for up to 3900 active
members. Similarly, I have been the registrar for an antique
tractor club, where I was responsible again for the overall membership and payment database for over 1300 members. If the
board does not approve another candidate, I wish to serve as
the BMWBMW treasurer.

Write for Between the Spokes! Send an email to editor@bmwbmw.org with your idea(s)
for what you’d like to write — a trip report, a motorcycle-related musing, a product/film/
book review, a news item, the Bike of the Month, a club-related anecdote, or just about
anything else you can think of that other motorcyclists and club members would be
interested in. No story is too small and no photo is too large to grace the pages of this,
your club’s monthly news magazine. Keep an eye out for the November 2015 issue!
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MIKE POTTER is running for TREASURER

MEDIA CHAIR will be filled by appointment by the 2016

I am a five year member of BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washington, a GS rider, and a proud owner of at least one running
airhead. In 2013 and 2014, I served as the Sales Chairperson, and Events Chairperson respectively, positions in which
I supported the Square Route Rally in becoming larger, more
organized, and more financially sustainable. Professionally, I am
a Financial Management Consultant, supporting clients with
financial planning, budgeting, reporting and analysis. As a member of the board of directors, I would like to continue to develop
the club’s events and activities to cater to a wider variety of
riders and prospective riders and develop better relationships
with vintage motorcycle and adventure riding communities. In
the position of treasurer, I would like the opportunity to promote
modernization of our financial processes, increase the club’s
accountability to its members, and stabilize the club’s finances
to ensure the long-term ability of the club to serve its members.

Board of Directors, as nobody volunteered to fill this position.

KAREN AGER is running for MEMBERSHIP CHAIR
I have been a member of BMWBMW since 2008 and served as
Membership Chair a couple of years ago. With a renewed desire
to serve the club in some formal capacity, I thought I would be
a good candidate for the position. If elected I will do my best
to keep on top of the membership details and reports that are
required.
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By Scott Keimig

Touring the Pyrenees
Day 3: Tremp to Pamplona, Spain
We waken to an overcast sky and ride into temperatures that
drop to 50°F as we ascend the Montsec d’Ares range. We trace
the peaks of Montsec to enter the Spanish state of Aragón
and head north on N-230 as it tracks the River Nogara de Tor
towards the highest peak
of the Pyrenees, Mt. Aneto.
Here rugged, soaring peaks
form an impassable (by motor
vehicle) frontier with France.
So we veer west now on
the N-260 where the longmelted Glacier Ésera has left
behind the River Ésera and
the photogenic, limestone
cliffs of the Ventamillo gorge
within the Valle de Benasque.
Three hours of twisties later,
we take our siesta in the
captivating Plaza de Alfonso
de Aragón within the medieval fortifications of Aínsa,
which face a massive ridge,
the Peña Montañesa. These
mountains were a sanctuary of Spanish Republican
resistance against Franco’s
Falangists in the Civil War of
1936-9.
Lunch in Aínsa consists
of a scrumptious variety of
tapas. An adjacent ecological
museum featuring the massive bird of prey, the lammergeier, is intriguing but is
closed during siesta hours. As
luck would have it, we soon
observe several lammergeiers
soaring the updrafts.
West from Aínsa on the
N-260, we enterinto 90
minutes of blind-cornered
mountain roads presenting
the most marvelous twisties
to date. Near the small city
of Jaca, we jump onto the Autopista (A-21) in an attempt to circumvent Friday rush hour traffic in Pamplona. Even with strong
crosswinds, the Explorer really comes into its own on this super
highway, showing greater stability at 130 kph than below 30
kph. Having no GPS and only sketchy directions to our hotel, not
to mention encountering five traffic circles, we rapidly become
lost in central Pamplona. But, combining sign language with
rudimentary Spanish allows friendly Pamplonans to direct us to
the Hotel Maisonnave. Our tally of passes this day was four: Coll

—part two—
Photos by Alejandro Herrerias Cirre and Scott Keimig

de Espina, Coll de Fadas, Collada de Foradada, and Puerto de
Cotefablo.
Day 4: Pamplona
Our lodging is but a half block from the famed Camino de Toros
– the route for Pamplona’s
Running of the Bulls documented first by Hemingway
and now by You Tube. It is difficult not to become engaged
in the madcap bullishness of
this party town. Our presence
during the Corpus Christi
weekend ensures that we will
avail ourselves of its merriment with little effort. Just a
sampling of what we encounter in one block ranges from
the romantic staging of wedding photographs in the city
hall courtyard to the raucous
arrival of several hundred
Basque motorcyclists on
bikes of every imaginable
manufacturer and level of
customization near the Plaza
de Toros. And that was just
at noon – by evening, Pamplona’s celebration shifts
into top gear. Motorcycle
tourists wander the rambla
for hours amidst tapas bars
and T-shirt stores, mingling
with hard-drinking students,
elderly hand-holding couples,
and young families. Music
is everywhere. Pamplona is
a nearly-never-ending street
party.
Day 5: Pamplona to Luz St
Sauveur, France
Mounting our bikes for an
8:30 Sunday departure
north into France, we find
few people on the streets – not too surprising, as we had heard
serious partying only four hours previously. Our quiet departure
quickly puts us into forested hillsides as we head eastward over
N-135/N-140/N-178, inserting us deep into Basque country. At
Guesa, we take Calle de San Vicente and stop for coffee at Burgui, where we discuss the many pilgrims with large backpacks
we observed walking alongside the road. They are among the
throng of pilgrims trekking the Camino de Santiago, which is a
month-long march across the breadth of Spain.
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Bob’s BMW delivers whatever you need, whenever you need it, wherever you are, no
matter how far off the beaten path you might ride. It’s what Bob’s team of professionally
trained experts have been doing worldwide since 1981.
Contact Bob’s BMW for all your motorcycling needs.

2015 BMW S 1000 RR
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Rolling east past the barren karst landscape on NA-1370,
we reach the French province of Béarn where we spot the
pyramidal Pic d’Anie, jutting well above the bleak limestone.
This is the frontier of a vast wilderness called Parc National des
Hautes-Pyrenees. Lunch was a roast duck with fried egg and
pomme frites at a roadside inn in the village of Sarrance. When
mademoiselle brings complimentary bottles of red wine to the
table, Oliver declines saying “aucun vin quand nous conduisons
la motocyclette”.
Revitalized (and sober), we don rain gear as intermittent
showers begin. We bank through an hour of continuous sweepers in the Aquitaine valleys on D924/D934. Our challenge
escalates at Laruns as we mount the D918 to commence the
30-minute ascent onto Col d’Aubisque. Although “only” 5,607
feet high, Aubisque is notorious in Tour de France history for its
forbidding weather, its maximum grade of 13 percent, and a
very narrow ledge road. The French word, corniche, describes
such roads where the ground rises steeply on one side of the
pavement and falls precipitously away on the other, sometimes
with curbstones, often not. An equivalent English word could be
“treacherous”, and many corniche are found in Haute Pyrenees.
The seasonal opening of Col d’Aubisque was barely two weeks
before.
Descending the east side of Aubisque, the corniche widens
a bit for the next ten minutes to reach Col de Soulor (4836 ft),
intermittently used in the Tour de France since 1912. By this
time we notice that the spiritual pilgrims of the morning have
been replaced with bicycling pilgrims testing their Walter Mitty
dreams of replicating Eddy Merckx’s mountain feats.
Continuing on the D918 to about 15 km south of the renowned shrine at Lourdes, we flank the Gorges de Luz into LuzSt-Sauveur and its indulging Hotel Montaigu. Dinner includes
scrumptious goose liver pate with smoked duck breast, and
that is just the starter course. It appears there is a simple
answer to why the hotel cat prowling the dinner room weighs
nearly 30 pounds.

Day 6: Luz St Sauveur to Ax-les-Thermes, France
Our tour handbook describes today as “the day of passes –
no fewer than ten”. Adhering to a strategy of completing the
heaviest lifting first, only 10 minutes after leaving the hotel, still
on D918 (here called La Route des Cols), we start the ascent
of Col de Tourmalet (6,939 ft). Tourmalet is one of only 13
passes in the world that moto-journalist John Hermann assigns his highest rating. However, if you live for switchbacks,
then Tourmalet is not your corniche. Instead, it is a delight for
aficionados of uninterrupted fast sweepers, and the Explorer is
in top form demonstrating its deep reserve of torque to power
out of apexes. Tourmalet has been included in more Tour de
France campaigns than any other pass including those in the
French Alps. Next up is Col d’Aspin (4,885 ft), followed by Col
de Peyresourde (5,148 ft), then Col de Portillon (4,242 ft). Four
Tour de France passes in two hours: that puts us well on-track
to complete the goal of ten in one day.
After descending Portillon on a series of Alpine-quality
switchbacks on the N141 back into Spain’s Val d’Aran, circumstances turn ominous at the border town of Bossost. A
contingent of Spain’s elite Guardia Civil performing border
patrol duties halts our progress. The Guardia are notoriously
serious-minded federal police, and the tension escalates as two
Guardia resolutely approach me, but they suddenly break into
smiles exclaiming in English, “Nice bike!” It so happens that
they are motorcyclists and one had just taken delivery of his Tiger Explorer. They wave us off with wishes of “buen viaje.” Need
I mention that Spain is a very moto-friendly country?
Taking the D44 north back into France at Saint-Béat, we ride
an hour-long roller-coaster of a road through the forested slopes
of Haute-Garrone province in search of more passes. First up
is the Col de Menté (4,426 ft), followed by the Col de la Clin
(4,085 ft). We then take D618 to ascend Col de Portet d’Aspet
(3,507 ft). Although the elevation of Portet d’Aspet is the lowest
of the day, it must be approached with a wary eye as a section
of the ascent has a warning sign to alert vehicles of its impos-

BMW Service

A BMW Bike’s Best Friend:

Skilled Routine Inspection
and Maintenance
If you need a tune-up, Khanh’s
EUBMW Repair Shop will do the
needed work and check out your
bike’s whole system to spot
problems before they happen.

Be ready for the Summer
riding season!

Khanh’s EUBMW Repair Shop
www.speedscycle.com

(in the Armature Building)
3025 Colvin St, Alexandria, VA 22314

Phone: (571) 294-2386

Stop in or call for an appointment.

BtS | Sep 2015 | 09

laartist | iStockphoto.com

Speeds Cycle is one of the leaders in
BMW service and reconditioning.
Just bring your bike around back.
We have towing available for pick-up and drop-off

Khanh’s EUBMW Repair
Shop is at your service in
the Armature Building.

ing 17-percent grade. Incredibly, the last hour has presented 34
hairpins and only a handful of cars.
After reaching Saint-Lary, the next two passes of the day, Col de
la Core (4,577 ft) and Col de Port (4,098 ft), feature the sweeping turns that the Explorer devours. We stop to stretch our legs
in a tiny village with a stone pillar topped with a patriotic Gallic
rooster to commemorate French soldiers killed in WWI.
Due to road construction, we find the last pass of the day
closed, but only after threading our way through 90-percent of
its very technical corners. We have enjoyed a very productive day
of touring, having traversed 9½ Tour de France passes to arrive
at Hotel Terminus in the resort Ax-les-Thermes. Located just
north of Andorra, the town of Ax has been famed since Roman
occupation for its hot springs.
Day 7: Ax-les-Thermes to Argelès-sur-Mer, France
In total distance, the 440 km of today’s ride are the longest of
the tour and also present the greatest diversity of roads and
weather. Leaving Ax, we pass cattle trucks on the D25 and begin
the 18-mile climb to Port Pailhères (6,565 ft), second only to
Tourmalet in Pyrenean Tour de France reputation. The summit
provides us with a temperature of 33°F (a 30° drop in half an
hour) and a relentless 30 – 40 mph wind blast. The treeless
moorland and remaining snow accentuate the utter bleakness
of Pailhères. Not having heated grips on the Explorer, I warm my

gloved hands on the engine casing. Compared to its ascent, the
eastward descent of Pailhères is steeper and atop a rough single
lane corniche with 24 extremely tight switchbacks. Such riding
is not the strong suit of the Explorer. Its 620 top-heavy pounds
combine with the sail effect of its huge top case to make such
riding akin to wrestling a feisty Pyrenean steer for the next 20
minutes. This challenge is compounded by actual cattle, horses,
goats, and sheep (and copious manure) at the apex of blind
switchbacks.
As an aside on riding safety, free-ranging livestock, especially
dim-witted cattle in the French Pyrenees, present a greater risk
than vehicles. Not only are cows prone to charging heedlessly
across a road, they mark their passage with volumes of slippery
“pies.” Further, local riders say it is not uncommon to chance
upon a blundering cow that has fallen off the edge of a corniche
switchback to its death on the pavement below.
Dipping south into Spain, a road starting at the tiny town of
Queixans is the beginning of one of motorcycling’s finest 60-minute rides. It is named La Collada de Toses, designated N-152. A
written description cannot adequately convey the sequence and
variation of endless curves throughout this fine Spanish road.
Look for it on YouTube. It truly is a bucket list ride.
Next up, we re-cross the border at Mollo, and then weave the
bikes through the French roads of the Pyrenees-Orientales for
three hours until the mountains end abruptly and we spy the

jewel-blue Mediterranean. Our stay is at Grand Hotel du Lido.
The hotel manager competed as a moto-rider in the 2010 Dakar
Rally. Photos of him riding the Dakar are posted prominently
throughout the bar/restaurant.
Day 8: Argelès-sur-Mer to Castelldefels, Spain
The morning of our last day on the road is filled with blue skies,
gorgeous scenery, and the spectacular roads of the Costa Brava.
Our initial ninety minutes on the coastal road takes us past deteriorating stone fortresses and down to a point where high tide
has flooded the pavement, causing riders to choose either fording the water crossing or riding on a wooden footbridge. Beyond,
we enter the wind-swept Cap de Creus, the eastern-most point
of Spain that shelters the Cadaqués artist colony and was the
home of the surrealist Salvador Dalí.
While the remainder of the morning ride involves slightly
heavier traffic, the GI-682 Carretera Costa Brava, nick-named
“the road of a thousand curves”, was yet another dream ride.
The road clings to coastal cliffs and more than lives up to its
nickname.
After lunch siesta, we leave the twisties behind and slog
through the environs of Barcelona to complete our loop back to
Castelldefels. We prepare for our farewell dinner with rounds of
cerveza. There are rumors of tossing rookie guide Alejandro in
the swimming pool to commemorate the completion of his first
tour – however, goodwill gets the better of us, and he stays dry.

Day 9: Departure from Castelldefels to Home
We definitely spent long days in the saddle on breathtaking
roads. The riding fluctuated from steep switchbacks, to delightful sweepers undulating on the crest of plateaus, to well-earned
stops at high passes allowing a quick peek into the vistas of
unending Pyrenean peaks. The tour focus was clearly centered
on accessing the choicest roads, avoiding traffic, and keeping
the wheels turning. But, as advised, this was at the expense of
sight-seeing. None of the group seemed to regret the disparity
as the tour delivered exactly what it promised. This rider would
have no reservations in returning to the Pyrenees to seek these
and additional roads over a more extended period of time.
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By Wes Fleming

Left, Chase Hinderstein on
his HP4. Below, Chaz Fisher
on his K 1200 RS. Right, a
rider taking a curve on his
K 1600 GTL. Below right,
the “Corkscrew,” or Turns
3a, 3b and 4 as they’re
listed on the map of VIR’s
South Course. Background,
a rider tearing into the
straightaway that crosses
the Start/Finish line.

MOA Cornerspeed
Getaway at VIR

I

f you’re a member of the BMW Motorcycle Owners of America, you’ve probably
heard of the Getaways they host. If not,
you’re missing out on some good opportunities to ride to beautiful locations and
hang out with like-minded BMW riders.
The Getaway program has been going
on for a few years now, and in 2015,
the MOA hosted seven of them. April’s
was in North Carolina at Fontana Dam,
about halfway between Asheville, NC
and Chattanooga, TN on the south side
of the Great Smoky Mountains National
Park. May saw members converge on
Lake Couchiching, in Ontario, Canada,
just a little north of Toronto. August’s
Getaway was in Eureka Springs, Arkansas. September saw four Getaways – at

Pine Mountain, near Pineville, Kentucky;
at Coeur D’Alene in Post Falls, Idaho; the
Cornerspeed Riding School at VIRginia
International Raceway in Alton, Virginia;
and in Cedar City, Utah.
The Cornerspeed Getaway was unique
among all the other events. Most of them
are not entirely dissimilar from our own
Square Route Rally. They feature less
camping, for sure, and food is on your
own or in the host restaurants, but the
idea of arrive on Friday, ride all day Saturday, and head home Sunday is there.
Cornerspeed took place on a Monday
and all the riding was structured and
planned out – and around a 1.65-mile
closed loop otherwise known as the South
Course at VIRginia International Raceway
BtS | Sep 2015 | 12

(VIR). At $450, it looked expensive for
a one-day event, but thanks to the MOA
Foundation’s Paul B. Memorial Scholarship Fund (which is meant to subsidize
rider training and education courses for
MOA members), most attendees only paid
$200 for the day, which included lectures
from Cornerspeed’s director, Aaron Stevenson, and his subordinate instructors,
all of whom have extensive racing experience.
BMWBMW members Chase Hinderstein and Chaz Fisher attended. Chase
wanted to get his S 1000 RR-based HP4
on a track and Chaz, a rally rider with a
K 1200 RS, was looking to build some
street-applicable skills in a safe, structured environment.

While there were more than a few
sport and sport-touring motorcycles
on the track throughout the day, there
were also several dual-sport bikes and
a few heavy-duty touring motorcycles as
well. It’s exciting to see an HP4 pulling a
two- or three-G braking maneuver into a
tight hairpin turn; it’s an entirely different
experience watching somebody hurl a K
1600 GTL into the same brief stretch of
race track.
The MOA Getaways are over for the
year, but keep an eye on their website
(www.bmwmoa.org) and their monthly
magazine, Owners News, for information
about the Getaways in 2016.
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BMWBMW HALL OF FAME NOMINATION

Ed

Phelps has been a member of the BMW Biker of Metropolitan Washington for several decades and has made
regular and significant contributions to the goals and growth of
the club. For years Ed, with the assistance of his wife Barb, has
served the club as the chair of the Rides Committee; indeed his
tenure as chair has outlasted the cumulative tenures of quite a
few club presidents.
For over a decade Ed has taken the lead in organizing,
staffing and supplying the club’s annual Oktoberfest. He has
also unfailingly contributed items as door prizes at club events
such as the annual holiday party. In addition, Ed has been a
prominent individual in the Maryland motorcycling community,
most recently in his contributions to the Northeast COG and its
inclusive Sport Touring Camaraderie rides. He has performed
these often thankless undertakings with a big grin on his face

|

and offered many an encouraging word to fellow riders.
Ed has attained many successes that most club members
only dream of accomplishing. In 2005, Ed participated in and
completed the arduous 11-day Iron Butt Rally. Perhaps envied
by many motorcyclrists, Ed has successfully turned his avocation into his vocation via his ownership of Brown’s V-Twin, a
motorcycle repair shop. While many of us only dream of racing
motorcycles, Ed has competed in motorcycle races — and won.
Ed Phelps is an inspiration as a club member, a BMW rider
and a friend. We hereby nominate Ed as a BMWBMW Hall of
Fame candidate for 2015.
Respectfully submitted by Kurtis Minder, Karen Ager, Ed Pfister,
Henry Winokur, Maria Vandergucht, Jody Douglas, George Van
Mater, Michael Enloe, Wes Fleming, and Scott Keimig.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

BMWBMW

03-04 Oct: BMWBMW Oktoberfest
at camp West-Mar, Thurmont, MD.
Set-up volunteers may camp Friday
night. Board of Directors meeting
Sunday morning at 09.00; General
Membership meeting at 10.00. Duespaying members and their guests only,
please. Registration form available
online at www.bmwbmw.org/oktober.
November: BoD and GM meetings at
time, date and location TBA.
Sat 12 Dec: BoD and GM meetings at
Battley Cycles. No tech day this year.
If you’re interested in hosting a tech
day in 2016, send an email to tech@
bmwbmw.org.

Battley Cycles

Bob’s BMW

See www.battley.com for more info.

See www.bobsbmw.com for more info.

3 Oct: Oktoberfest

24 Oct: Simon and Lisa Thomas Visit

17 Oct: Mr. Todd’s Wild Ride, led by Devin
Battley

19 Dec: Holiday Cheer Customer Appreciation Day

24 Oct: Haunted Autumn Open House and
Spooky Ride
11 Nov: Battley’s Veteran’s Day Ride to
Arlington Cemetary

Morton’s BMW

MC of Dulles

See www.mortonsbmw.com for more info.

See www.motorcyclesofdulles.com for info.

11 Nov: Veteran’s Day event
19 Dec: Holiday Party

BREAKFAST GATHERINGS
Breakfast gatherings are informal
gatherings of members who meet
for breakfast and often a ride afterwards. Not all members participate
in the after-meal rides and some
like to show up solely for the ride.
Interested? Arrive early, introduce
yourself and be ready to have fun.
Look for the tables with helmets
and jackets piled on or near them
and don’t be shy.
If you’d like more information,
or to volunteer to lead a ride one
weekend, contact Bruce Dimon at
rides@bmwbmw.org.

You can find out more by perusing the “Rides to Eat” section of the BMWBMW online forums.
2nd SATURDAY at 9
3rd SATURDAY at 10
BALTIMORE BREAKFAST RIDE MARYLAND BREAKFAST

4th Sunday at 8.30
VIRGINIA BREAKFAST

ASHLAND CAFÉ
10810 York Rd, Cockeysville,
MD 21030. Thanks to Tom
Rhodes for bringing back the
Baltimore Breakfast Ride, and
on a Saturday to boot. First
one is on 10 October. Join us!

THE MAIN STREET PUB
7140 Main Street, Clifton, VA
20124. Park across the street
by the rail car or behind the
pub. Walk through the convenience store to the restaurant
in the back. The ride to the
pub requires a nice stretch of
twisty back roads.

OLD TOWN DINER
307 Main Street, Myersville,
MD 21773. The other breakfast rides are on Sundays, so
let’s try some variety. We all
know the roads around WestMar are good and feel 100
miles away from the city.
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Membership application/renewal form
Please check appropriate selections:
o NEW MEMBER					 o RENEWAL					 o CHANGE OF ADDRESS

Sign up or renew
online with PayPal at
www.bmwbmw.org/mbrship

NAME
MOTORCYCLES
(year, make, model)

Associate
STREET 																		BMW MOA #
CITY, STATE, ZIP																 BMW RA #
OCCUPATION																			AMA #
PHONE (c) (h) (w)
E-MAIL
AGE GROUP
o 16–25					 o 46–55
o 26–35					 o 56–65
o 36–45					 o 66+

Referred to BMWBMW by
I’m interested in helping out with
the following committees:
o Gov’t Affairs				 o Rally
o Internet						o Rides
o Meetings & Events		 o Safety
o Membership				o Sales
o Newsletter/BTS			 o Tech

MEMBERSHIP DUES
Regular Member: $20/year				 Associate Member: $7.50/year
Dues may be paid for 1, 2 or 3 years. Associate members must reside at the same address as the regular
member. Associate members have all the privileges of regular members but do not receive a separate copy
of the newsletter. Make check payable to “BMWBMW” and send it with this form to: Shannon Krammes,
Membership Chair, 6480 McKee Way, Manassas VA 20111-4310. Membership dues are not refundable.
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2016 Election Ballot
Please mark appropriate selections. If selecting a write-in, please print clearly.

Send your ballot in by mail.
Address the envelope to
BMWBMW 2016 Election
c/o 10717 Seneca Spring Way,
Montgomery Village, MD, 20886.

PRESIDENT: Kurtis Minder
o Affirm			 o Write-in:
VICE PRESIDENT: Andy Dooley
o Affirm			 o Write-in:

Send your ballot in via email.
Address: elections@bmwbmw.org
Subject: 2016 election
List your choices in the body and
be sure to include your member
number for validation of your
status.

SECRETARY:
o Jim Howland
o Shannon Krammes
o Write-in:
TREASURER:
o Jim Howland
o Mike Potter
o Write-in:
MEDIA CHAIR:
o Write-in:
MEMBERSHIP CHAIR: Karen Ager
o Affirm			 o Write-in:
HALL OF FAME INDUCTION: Ed Phelps
o Affirm			 o Reject

If you have questions, contact the Elections
Committee: elections@BMWBMW.org.

All club members and associates
in good standing may participate
in this election. Don’t forget to
volunteer to serve on any of our
committees or with a Board
member. Every committee chair
and Board member would love
to hear from you with a commitment of time and assistance.

Your member number (required):

It’s time to get out and we’ve got
the bikes you want to ride!

Fine art moves you.
The finest art moves you really fast.

The K 1600 GTL is the
very picture of elegance.
With its luxury features,
stunning performance,
and heated seats & grips,
it’s the best touring bike
in the world.

If you prefer a lighter touring
bike, try the R 1200 RT.
At around 600 lbs, the RT’s
125 hp Boxer engine propels
you through the twisties in
superb comfort and with
sup
supreme confidence.
Ride our demo today, ride
yours home tonight!

The all-new R 1200 RS has arrived at Morton’s BMW!
Witness the rebirth of the two cylinder sport tourer, but
don’t wait too long – the demand for these is higher than
the supply!
Remember, you never pay dealer prep or extra freight on a
BMW from Morton’s. We’ve operated that way for 45 years,
and we’re not going to stop now!

Morton’s BMW Motorcycles

Morton’s BMW Motorcycles

The BMW name and logo are registered trademarks. © 2015 Morton’s BMW Motorcycles.
2015 K 1600 GTL MSRP $24,490 / 2015 R 1200 RT $18,200 includes ABS
and destination but not options, tax, tag, or other official fees. Optional equipment shown.

The BMW name and logo are registered trademarks. © 2015 Morton’s BMW Motorcycles.
2016 R 1200 RS MSRP $15,445 includes ABS and destination
but not options, tax, tag, or other official fees. Optional equipment shown.

5099A Jefferson Davis Highway
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22408
540-891-9844 / www.mortonsbmw.com
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5099A Jefferson Davis Highway
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22408
540-891-9844 / www.mortonsbmw.com

Cornerspeed participants signal that they’re
slowing down before leaving the track. Because
there’s no brake lights visible, the instructors
told the students to always assume another rider
is directly behind them. Photo by Wes Fleming.

BETWEEN the SPOKES

©2015 BMW BIKERS of METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON
www.bmwbmw.org

