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calendar of events

15-17 Jan:  33rd Winter Rally, Camp Blanding, 
Starke FL. Registration required. See bmwnef.org 
for more information.

16 Jan, 10.00:  BaseCamp Boot Camp Part 1, 
hosted by Morton’s BMW.

*16 Jan, 10.00:  Maryland Breakfast Ride; Old 
Town Diner, 307 Main St., Myersville MD.

*17 Jan, 12.30:  BMWBMW Holiday Party, La 
Ferme Restaurant, 7101 Brookville Rd., Chevy 
Chase MD; registration required, tickets $30.

23 Jan, 09.30 & 12.45:  BaseCamp Boot Camp Part 
2, hosted by Morton’s BMW.

*24 Jan, 08.30:  Virginia Breakfast Ride, Main Street 
Pub, 7104 Main St., Clifton VA.

*13 Feb, 10.00:  BMWBMW Board of Directors 
meeting; 11.00 General Membership meeting, 
location TBA.

*20 Feb, 10.00:  Maryland Breakfast Ride.

25 Feb, 18.00:  BaseCamp Boot Camp Part 1, 
hosted by Morton’s BMW.

27 Feb, 09.30 & 12.45:  BaseCamp Boot Camp Part 
1, hosted by Morton’s BMW.

*28 Feb, 08.30:  Virginia Breakfast Ride.

*5 Mar, 09.00:  Baltimore Breakfast Ride, Ashland 
Cafe, 1080 York Rd., Cockeysville MD.

*13 Mar, 10.00:  BMWBMW Board of Directors 
meeting; 11.00 General Membership meeting, 
hosted by Morton’s BMW.

*13 Mar, start time TBA:  Tech Day, hosted by 
Morton’s BMW.

*19 Mar, 10.00:  Maryland Breakfast Ride.

*27 Mar, 08.30:  Virginia Breakfast Ride.

*2 Apr, 09.00:  Baltimore Breakfast Ride

*9 Apr, 10.00:  BMWBMW Board of Directors 
meeting; 11.00 General Membership meeting, 
location TBA.

16 Apr, 09.00:  Morton’s BMW Spring Open House

*23 Apr, 08.00:  Tech Day hosted by JVB.

22-24 Apr:  BMW MOA Weekend Getaway, Fontana 
Dam NC. Registration required. See www.bmwmoa.
org/?page=events2 for more information.

*24 Apr, 08.30:  Virginia Breakfast Ride

28 Apr-1 May:  Horizons Unlimited Travellers 
Meeting, Holiday Lake 4H Center and Camp, 
Appomattox VA. Registration required, see www.
horizonsunlimited.com for more information.

*7 May, 09.00:  Maryland Breakfast Ride.

*14 May, 10.00:  BMWBMW Board of Directors 
meeting; 11.00 General Membership meeting, 
location TBA.

20-22 May:  Morton’s BMW Spring Fling, Natural 
Bridge Hotel & Resort, Natural Bridge VA. Separate 
event and hotel registration required, hotel fills 
up fast. See www.mortonsbmw.com for more 
information.

*21 May, 10.00:  Baltimore Breakfast Ride.

*22 May, 08.30:  Virginia Breakfast Ride.

*3-5 June:  BMWBMW’s annual Square Route 
Rally, Camp West-Mar, 14509 Brown Rd., Sabil-
lasville MD. Registration required but available 
onsite. Plentiful camping available, bunk house 
slots available on a first-come, first-served basis. 
Friday and Saturday night dinner provided, Saturday 
and Sunday breakfast too. Lunch is on your own. 
Early arrival (Thursday night) available for event 
volunteers only. Contact Andy Dooley, VP & Rally 
Chair to volunteer (vp@bmwbmw.org). Guided GS, 
GS-Lite and Road rides leave Saturday morning. 
(In)Famous awards ceremony Saturday night. Join 
BMWBMW for the first premier event of the rallying 
season. Chat with old friends and make new ones!

14-17 July:  BMW MOA “Das Rally” in Hamburg, 
NY.

18-21 Aug:  BMW 100th Anniversary celebration 
during the Rolex Monterey Motorsports Reunion, 
Mazda Raceway, Laguna Seca CA.

* indicates BMWBMW Events

Between the Spokes (BTS), the monthly magazine of the BMW Bikers of Metropolitan
Washington (BMWBMW), is published solely for the use of its members. Any reproduction
of its contents without the written permission of BMWBMW is strictly prohibited. Back
issues can be downloaded free of charge at www.bmwbmw.org/archive.

BTS welcomes all news, story and photo submissions from club members. No photo is too 
large, no article is too small! Submissions are used on a rolling basis and may not appear in 
the month they are submitted. Materials may be edited for length, content or style. Send all 
submissions to the editor. Classified ads are free to active club members and run on a rolling, 
space available basis. Commercial vendors can see advertising rates and requirements at www.
bmwbmw.org/advertising. Display ads must be submitted no later than the 15th of the month 
preceding the month of publication.

Please submit address changes and all membership correspondence via email to Membership@
BMWBMW.org. BMWBMW is chartered as BMW MOA club #40 and BMW RA club #15.

www.bmwbmw.org
© 2016 BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washington.
All rights reserved.

BMWBMW is currently seeking a Media Chair, an Editor to take 
over Between the Spokes, and several committee chairs. If you’re 
interested in any of these positions, contact any sitting Board of 
Directors member.

If you enjoy what you see here, we encourage you to join the club. 
Come to a meeting (see the calendar) or contact the Membership 
Chair for more information.

BMWBMW welcomes motorcycle riders on all marques, but as 
we are specifically a BMW club, we have found our members gain 
more from the fellowship if they own or are at least interested in 
owning a BMW motorcycle. Antique, airhead, oilhead, camhead, 
hexhead or wethead — all are welcome here.

Resolve to ride more

Happy New Year everyone! Welcome to the 42nd 
year of BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washington.  
By now, we should have this thing down pat, 
right?  I am excited to kick off 2016 with our 
annual Holiday Party at Le Ferme!  Make sure 
you register at www.bmwbmw.org.  Looking 
forward to seeing you there.

…sitting at a bar in downtown Springfield, IL, 
“Augie’s Front Burner”, as I write this.  The fella 
next to me says to the bartender: “…do you 
know Jim’s niece?”  “Is she honest…I know 
about her mother…her mother is bad news.” 
I am trying to piece together the context that I 
clearly missed. Who is Jim’s niece, and how is 
she involved with this shady character?  Is she 
applying to run sales for his hot new start-up, 
selling “Land of Lincoln” badges with Near Field 
Communication (NFC) beacons? Is she trying to 
sell him an heirloom art piece that she nabbed 
from above her fireplace, post divorce?  I cannot 
help but chuckle, these places - the small local 
establishments - are so often better than any 
night in front of the television. It reminded me of 
the spots that I visited on my many cross country 
motorcycle trips. I have met so many great 
people, and heard so many engaging stories - 
why can’t I do this full time?  Think of the terrible 
book I could write.
     I do know this: I don’t regret a single trip I 
have taken. Our lives are so full of competing 
interests: family, friends, work.  How can we 
prioritize and fit a motorcycle journey (or two) 
in? I am not in a position to prescribe how 
one prioritizes motorcycle activities over other 
responsibilities, but I do know that the first 
step is planning. The likelihood of taking a last 
minute journey is small, and likely riddled with 
complications. Put a stake in the ground and 
start budgeting, saving, planning. Inspiration 

From the President

also helps.  Read one of Neal Peart’s books, read 
some Kerouac, or something by Bill Bryson.
     Travel enriches our lives in so many meaningful 
ways. Returning from a long trip provides a new 
lens through which to see your home; to better 
appreciate your friends and family, the stove, a 
hot shower. This is not a new concept, T.S. Elliot 
said: “We shall not cease from exploration, and 
the end of all our exploring will be to arrive where 
we started and know the place for the first time.” 
Separation makes the heart… Leverage the new 
experiences to understand and experience home 
in a new light.
     The great poet Mary Oliver posed a universal 
question in her famous poem “The Summer Day”: 
“Doesn’t everything die at last, and too soon?  
Tell me, what is it you plan to do with your one 
wild and precious life?”  This is our call to action, 
fellow motorcyclists. Resolutions abound, I know 
one that I am going to keep this year.  I am going 
to ride more, experience more, and enjoy the 
hobby that has become a staple of my identity 
and life.  I hope you do the same, perhaps we will 
ride together.
     Speaking of togetherness, last year we were 
hosted by one of our own, Alain Roussel, at his 
Le Ferme for our annual Holiday Party.  Alain 
fed nearly 80 of our members and this year he 
has offered to have us again.  Please join us on 
January 17th at Le Ferme restaurant for a Holiday 
Party / Brunch celebration.  We will be announcing 
mileage winners, Member of the Year, and a new 
BMWBMW Hall of Fame winner.  I hope to see 
you there!
     Be well and ride safe,

Kurtis Minder
President, BMW Bikers of
Metropolitan Washington
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My affairs with BMWs and BMWBMW

     It all started with my divorce.
     I’d always hear that the first thing a guy did when 
he was single again was to buy a nice sound system, 
but since I already had the sound system, I settled for 
a nice BMW. Actually there’s a bit more to the story − 
here’s the rest of it.
     Back in 1984 I was riding a 650 Yamaha twin 
and looking for something a bit more substantial 
and comfortable. Dan, a friend at work, had recently 
come back to Maryland from a three-year assignment 
in Germany. He’d taken along his beloved R75/6 
when he went over and when he returned, that same 
/6 looked totally different. The bike was sporting 
an R90S fairing, a dual discfront end, dual-plugged 
heads, and snowflake wheels. In short, it was beau-
tiful, though it certainly no longer looked like an 
R75/6.
     Unfortunately for Dan (and luckily for me), he just 
couldn’t get used to riding 55 MPH after three years 
on the Autobahn and decided to sell the bike. Dan 
knew I wanted it and also knew that I had next to no 
money, so we worked out a trade for an old Hodaka 
Road Toad I had (please don’t ask where that came 
from) and very reasonable monthly payments. I was a 
BMW owner at last!
     Any bike that had spent three years on the Auto-
bahn came with its share of issues and the /6 was no 
different. I started hunting around for parts and had 
a poor experience with a supplier that had previ-
ously been located in our nation’s capital. In asking 
around (there was no Internet back then to make 
such a search easy, sigh), I got wind of a guy named 
Bob who was selling used BMW parts in Wheaton, 
Maryland.  I dug up his phone number, gave him 
a call and was invited over. It was the beginning of 
something wonderful – both for my bike and for me.
     As you have probably guessed, the Bob was Bob 
Henig and he was the owner of Bob’s Used Parts. I 
dropped by his place and Bob got me rolling with 
everything I needed to get the /6 back in prime shape. 
Over the next couple of months and visits, he spoke 
of a club called BMWBMW that shared a common 
love of the marque. I’d already joined BMWMOA 
(actually Dan had passed on his membership to me 
when he sold me the bike), but BMWBMW was 
different. These were local folks who actually got 
together at least once a month. I never considered 
myself much of a social person and put off joining 
the club. At one point Bob mentioned that the club 
was getting ready to hold their yearly rally at a place 
in Thurmont, Maryland and talked me into signing up 
for the event. I managed to talk my girlfriend, Coral, 

By Tim Moffitt

into signing up for the rally – we borrowed a tent from a guy at work and 
we were off. After three days of sun and camaraderie, Coral and I were 
hooked – both on the club and on rallies. I joined BMWBMW within a 
couple of weeks of that Square Route Rally.
     Coral and I attended meetings and Square Route Rallies over the 
next couple of years. I started to feel that I should do a bit more for the 
club, so in 1987 I ran for a position called “Parts and Supplies.” This was 
about the easiest job available. The 
P&S position entailed keeping track 
of the equipment the club used for 
the Square Route Rally along with 
maintaining our inventory of things 
like T-shirts, patches and pins. It 
was a simple job for a simple guy 
and I felt I was contributing at least 
something.
     1988 rolled around and I bought 
my first home PC. Well, truly it 
wasn’t a PC but a shiny new Macin-
tosh SE. With a powerhouse like 
the SE I figured I could put it to use managing the club’s membership 
database, so I ran for the position of Membership Chairman. I thought I 
had it made until the previous membership chairman handed me a line 
printer listing of our membership, along with an unreadable floppy from 
a Wang word processor.  It wasn’t pretty. 
     I scrounged a copy of dBase Mac from a friend at Apple, and Coral 
and I spent two weeks of evenings inputting what we had in the listing 
into a “real” database. We were finally able to print off our first set of 
mailing labels for the newsletter, got the issue out on time and then the 
fun began. The post office returned about a quarter of the newsletters 
due to issues like “unknown address” or “no forwarding address.” Coral 
and I spent the next four months cleaning up addresses and member-
ship renewal dates. By the time my year as Membership Chairman was 
over, the database was relatively clean and things were rolling along. It 
was about then that I realized that the new Membership Chairman was 
a PC user and not a Mac user and that the database would have to be 
reformatted to run on a PC. It took a couple of days to figure out how 
to convert the format, but we got it done and the process convinced me 
that I never wanted to be a database consultant.
     1988 was also a good year to add BMWs to the stable. Note that I 
didn’t say new BMWs. I’d stopped by Bob’s Used Parts and saw a pretty 
nice R27 out front. I figured that a single cylinder BMW would be only 
half as tough as my R75/6 twin to keep running so I bought it. It was a 
great little bike and the machine that Coral learned to ride on. It didn’t 
have much power, but made up for that by not having much braking 
either, so instead of learning to accelerate and brake, Coral learned to 
gather and lose momentum. Those lessons paid off as even today, Coral 
is a much smoother rider than I am. 
And there was also a K Bike in my future.  I’d heard at the Square Route 
Rally that Morton’s had just taken in a very low mileage K75-T and like 
the R75/6 four years earlier, it was love at first sight: that one came home 
with me. They made for quite a picture: a ’64 single lined up next to a 

’75 twin and an ’86 triple. It didn’t get any better than 
that.
     Flash forward to 1989 and I’m sitting in a pub in 
Wheaton with Doug Smith, the then current club 
President who has just bought me another beer and is 
telling me what an easy job it is to be club President. 
“You’ve got a whole board to do the work – you 

just need to 
provide a little 
direction,” he 
told me.  Doug 
could sell ice 
to Eskimos and 
he had me 
hooked. I ran for 
President and 
was elected.  I 
don’t know if I 
did a great job 
but Doug was 

right – the rest of those serving on the Board made 
the job easy.  
     Lots of other things happened in 1989. At one 
of the monthly meetings that spring, we invited a 
guest speaker by the name of Bob Higdon to join 
us to talk about his recent 48-state ride. Bob gave a 
great presentation and Coral and I sat around with 
him for a couple of hours after the meeting ended 
talking bikes and the club. I wasn’t quite as good of 
a salesman as Doug Smith had been, but I eventu-
ally talked Bob into joining the club and running for 
Secretary the next year.  He got back at me several 
years later, but we’ll talk about that in a bit.
     1989 was also the year that a bureaucrat in 
Maryland’s Department of Health and Mental 
Hygiene by the name of Nelson Sabatini decided it 
would be a great idea to force all motorcycle riders 
to carry catastrophic health insurance as he claimed 
motorcycle riders caused an inordinately high cost to 
the state for medical services when they were injured. 
Bob Higdon took this on as a cause as did several 
other members of BMWBMW, and Bob and I had 
the opportunity to present our case to the Maryland 
government subcommittee examining this issue. 
Bob had done a spectacular job of preparing for the 
hearing and Mr. Sabatini’s idea was scrapped. We all 
owe a debt to Bob for helping us get this terrible idea 
quashed.
     In 1990 Doug Smith once again talked me into 
running for a second term as President, saying that 
you really needed two years to get your agenda 
through. The Board had made the first year so 

painless that I took on the task. But things were about to change.
     In April my company offered me a full relocation package to move 
to Colorado. I had done a three-year tour of duty in Colorado Springs 
while in the Air Force and had always dreamed of getting back out there.  
I just couldn’t pass up the opportunity, so I took it. I knew that while I 
could remain in BMWBMW, I couldn’t do so as President ,so with a lot 
of sadness I resigned just before that year’s Square Route Rally. But did 
we miss the rally that year? Not a chance. In fact over three weekends 
in June, Coral and I attended the rally, got married and moved to Parker, 
Colorado. It was a wild 21 days!
     But we hadn’t cut ties with the BMW community back east. We’d 
been befriended by Robert Hellman who was the driving force behind 
The BMW Rider’s Association and Coral and I had been working with 
Robert and several other BMWBMW members to host the 1990 “RA By 
the Bay” Rally in Lothian, MD. Coral and I flew back for the rally that 
October to run registration. It was a great event made even better when 
we found out that Bob Henig had received a BMW franchise. “Bob’s 
Used Parts” would soon become “Bob’s BMW”.
     Things slowed down a bit in Colorado. Coral and I joined the local 
BMW club out here (the Pikes Peak BMW Road Riders) and I ran for 
Secretary in 1991. 
     In 1992 Bob Higdon got back at me for talking him into becoming 
the BMWBMW club Secretary by talking me into running for the board 
of BMWMOA. I was elected to the BMWMOA board in 1993 and served 
until 1995. Frankly, I’ve never seen as much politics and infighting as 
I saw during those two years as a board member ,and to be honest, 
the experience burned me out. I fell away from the national clubs, but 
stayed close to the local BMW clubs out in Colorado.
     Fast forward to 2002. Thanks to my friends back in Maryland and 
Virginia,  I was inducted into the BMWBMW Hall of Fame, an honor 
that took me by surprise. I hadn’t felt that I’d done anything extraordi-
nary for the club; I just tried to help out where I could and had a terrific 
time doing so. It was just easy to work with folks who shared the same 
interests as I did.
     And now 14 years later. Do I still ride? Yep. I sold the R27 before we 
moved to Colorado and the R75/6 left us in 1995 when another Pikes 
Peak club member fell in love with it the way I had 11 years earlier. I 
bought a 1999 Kawasaki ZRK1100 because I’d always wanted a bike 
that looked like the 1982 KZ1000R, but kept riding the K75-T when I 
wanted to ride any distance. And then it happened. In 2002 I fell in love 
with the new (at that time) Yamaha FJ1300 and bought one that Bob 
Higdon found for me.  I still have both the ZRX and the FJR. Coral rides 
a Honda CB-1 that she feels is superior to the R27. I don’t know, I liked 
the way that old single looked, but know better than to argue with the 
woman who’s put up with me for over 30 years.
     And do I have fond memories of BMWBMW and the members I got 
to know so well? Yep also. We still see some of the old members as they 
come out to visit Colorado and ride the mountains around here. 
     And speaking of riding the mountains, the BMW Motorcycle Club of 
Colorado will be hosting their annual 100,000 foot ride on August 1st 
this year and I plan to ride it again. If any of you would like to join me, 
I’m sure we can make room for you. It’d be great to catch up.

In 1992 Bob Higdon got back at me for 
talking him into becoming the BMWBMW 
club Secretary by talking me into run-

ning for the board of BMWMOA.
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Resolve to give back to your local motorcycle club 
by volunteering this year!  If you attended any of the 
recent club meetings you might know that we have 
some open positions on the board and committees. 
Please consider joining the board and contributing 
a small amount of your time to make our club more 
impactful!   

Open positions include: 

Media Committee Chair - I am running with this until 
we find a replacement.  The Media Committee is 
responsible for the club’s online and print presence. 
This includes, but is not limited to, the publication 
on a monthly basis the club’s newsletter magazine, 
Between the Spokes, the design and content of the 
club’s website, www.bmwbmw.org, and any social 
media presence the Board of Directors chooses to 
maintain. 

Editor, BTS - I am performing this role until we find a 
replacement, with help from Wes Fleming and Leigh 
Duffy.  There are three facets to the job. The first 
includes collecting content for publication, including 
articles from the membership and the Board of Direc-
tors, obtaining advertisements from advertisers, and 
coordinating various monthly and seasonal events 
that need to be published. The second is laying out 
and editing the monthly publication, then ensuring it 
is delivered to the printer in order that the member-
ship receives it on or near the first day of the month. 
Lastly, highlight features and event information from 
the newsletter must be delivered (preferably by email) 
to the club’s Webmaster for inclusion on the club’s 
website. 

Events Chair- Our rides chair, Bruce Dimon, is 
running with this until we find a replacement. The 
Rides Committee is responsible for the plan-
ning, organization, and management of regularly 
scheduled, ride-related activities. This can include 
scheduling group rides, organizing contests (i.e., 
County Bounty, high mileage contest, etc.), or simply 
planning a route for inclusion in the newsletter and 
on the website. No fewer than six such rides/events 
will be scheduled and announced in the newsletter 
and on the website annually. 

Please keep in mind that these are committees (editor 
is a singular position, but we typically have associate 
editors to assist).  All of these roles can be filled by 
multiple people!  If you are not comfortable joining 
as the committee chair but want to contribute, please 
join as a committee member and test the waters! 

A special thanks and welcome to Matthew Eichner (see the 
column in this issue) who has taking the role of Government Affairs 
Committee.  Thanks also to Greg Krammes, a consistent contributor 
to the club, who has stepped up to take the sales chair role.  We are 
excited to have both of you on board! 

If you want to contribute, please email me (president@bmwbmw.org) or 
Andy Dooley (vp@bmwmbmw.org).  We look forward to hearing from 
you.

Contribute to your club: join a committee! By KURTIS MINDER

At the close of the December club meeting at Battley’s, I tentatively 
approached Kurtis, letting him know that if the board was still looking 
for someone to help with the “government” portfolio, I would be happy 
to do so.  I was gratified to receive an email the following week, taking 
me up on the offer.  But my excitement was tempered by the fact that I 
wasn’t sure exactly what the government chair does, or should be doing.
     So I spent some of the Christmas holiday reading.  I read through 
a number of the old BTS issues that Wes had kindly posted online.  I 
thumbed through my (somewhat) complete set of back issues of Amer-
ican Motorcyclist, the AMA publication which also spends a fair number 
of column inches on government-related matters.  I also surfed around 
the web, including the sites of the ABATE chapters in Virginia and 
Maryland.  Finally, I read about the relationship between government 
and motorcyclists in Europe, where scooters and motorcycles, lumped 
together under the general heading of powered two-wheelers, or PTWs, 
play an important role in urban transportation policy.  

A word from Matthew Eichner, the new
goverment affairs committee chair

     As I distilled all of this information, a process that was 
helped by a couple of long rides during the unusually warm 
holiday week, I decided that there are probably three broad 
areas where BMWBMW members might want to keep track 
of matters involving the government, and public policy 
more broadly.  First, there are clearly a number of “rights” 
issues.  The AMA focuses on these in particular, ranging 
from land use, to law enforcement activities, to the avail-
ability of gas without (too much) ethanol.  
     Second, there is a “safety” agenda.  This seems to 
include improving the quality of training available to 
motorcyclists (and thus the relationship between the states 
and the Motorcycle Safety Foundation, as well as other 
providers).  It also, however, more frequently involves 
measures that are intended to protect motorcyclists from 
other road users, for example by deterring distracted 
driving and fostering awareness on the part of motorists of 
motorcycles.   Interestingly, there is a clear focus in Europe 
on guardrails, lane dividers, and other similar mechanical 
appliances, which apparently protect other road users but 
often at the expense of riders.
     Finally, there is a set of issues that surrounds government 
“promotion” of riding as part of a broader transportation 
strategy.  This might include such things as toll waivers 
for riders on HOV lanes, something that apparently was 
discussed in the past in Maryland but only took root in 
Virginia.  However, there are a number of other facets as 
well, which have occurred to me periodically during my 
years commuting on two wheels, including motorcycle/
scooter parking and, of course, lanesplitting.
Obviously, there are not always bright lines that delineate 
among the three areas.  For example, headlight modulators 
involve, to an extent, the exercise of a right  in the interest 
of safety.  Similarly, lanesplitting raises questions around 
both promotion and safety.  But, nonetheless, it may be 
worth reminding ourselves that public policy issues arise in 
all three areas, and we ignore any of them at our collective 
peril as both recreational riders and commuters.
So I hope in the coming months to provide a little bit of 
information and discussion on issues falling into all of 
these areas for the pages of BTS.  I will try to flag issues 
that are on the front burner in DC, Virginia, and Maryland.  
And I will try to identify proposals from further afield, 
both in North America and Europe, that might be worth 
considering here in the DMV, as well as those we would 
not under any circumstances welcome.  I am happy to 
engage in some advocacy as well, but I view monitoring 
the landscape as a preliminary to any such activity.
Finally, as a relatively new member of the BMWBMW, I 
might close with just a few words detailing my background.  
I have commuted on two wheels from Rockville to DC for 
the past eight years.  The first years were spent exclusively 
on Vespas (both “modern” and older two-stroke), to which 
I was introduced as a student in Europe and by my wife 
who has Italian roots.  In 2012, I bought a Honda NC700X 
which I started to ride increasingly both recreationally on 
weekends and to work.  I took a couple of Rider’s Work-
shops with Jim Ford, who really taught me how to use the 
whole motorcycle and safely to boot.  Jim was also a big 
proponent of BMWs.  After careful reflection, I acquired a 
1992 K75 last year and joined the BMW clubs.

In preparing for my month long ~8000 mile trip this 
summer, I realized that my one-piece motorcycle suit 
would be less than ideal.  I began a search for a two 
piece setup that would fit the bill.  My requirements 
were comfort, safety, value, and waterproofing.  The last 
requirement was driven by the experience of some riding 
colleagues who took a similar trip a year prior.  A quote 
from one of them echoes in my head  “….this trip was a 
commercial for GORE-TEX…”  The ease of just continuing 
to ride, rather than guessing when it was time to stop, put 
in liners, etc was attractive to me.  I have owned some 
GORE-TEX gear in the past and understand the value first 
hand.
     Driven by the amount of time that would be spent 
in 100 degree plus weather, I had already decided to 
do a vented jacket with a liner.  The pants were a more 
difficult choice.  I spent time on RevZilla, Motorycycle-
Superstore, MotorcycleGear, CycleGear, and my favorite 
internet forums trying to determine what pants would work 
best.  There were quite a few offerings from the top brands 
but the price was rich.  I was not willing to spend $700 
on the pants - and that was forcing a compromise on my 
requirements. I came across Taichi Motorsports gear.  I was 
immediately attracted 
to the build quality, 
features, and price point 
they offer.
Taichi is the brand 
pioneered by Taichi 
Yoshimura, a former 
factory racer, from 
Japan.  They first made 
racing focused gear 
and leathers but have 
expanded to a full range 
of riding gear for all style 
of motorcycling.  Their 
U.S. launch is driven 
by their sole distributor 
Taichimoto.com, or Moto 
Liberty out of Dallas.
     I examined the gear in 
a dealership, but found 
they did not carry my 
size and were missing 
the full time waterproof 
pants.  I contacted Taichi 
via TaichiMoto.com and 
they responded promptly. 
The “About Us” section 
on their site displays a 
bold claim: “Our goal 
is to provide sizing 
guidance, outstanding 
customer service, and a 
directly imported from 
Japan just for your level 
of availability, so that you 
can finally have access to 
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the stuff you really want.”
     My experience with their representative matched this claim.  They did 
not have the waterproof pants in my size in their warehouse in the U.S. but 
agreed to ship them over from China in time for my trip.  They even sent an 
extra pair of a different size in case the sizing didn’t match up.  
      The pants I selected are the RS Taichi DryMaster Cargo Riding 
Pants.  They offer these in black or kahki.  I selected kahki.  My first impres-
sion was positive.  They fit as the sizing chart indicated, and they looked 
great.  I should mention, that Taichi recommends these as over pants.  I 
planned to wear only technical undergarments and the fit fine with that 
arrangement.  I think that they would also fit well with a pair of slim 
pants underneath, but I did not try this.  
     The pants offer a waterproof, breathable outer fabric under the 
copyrighted name “DryMaster.”  They have zippered vents on 
the bottom of the thigh, adjustable waist and length, and a heat 
resistant Schoeller dynatec material on the inside of the calf.  The 
pants come equipped with adjustable CE armor in the knees and 
non-CE hook and loop attached hip foam padding.
     I wore these pants nearly every day for 30 days.  While I did 
not experience much rain on the trip, they kept me dry when 
the skies did open up.  The vents seem odd, in that they face 
downward while sitting on the bike.  This is most likely to 
improve the water resistance of the pant.  My initial thought 
was that they were ornamental.  I had forgotten to open 
them one day and corrected mid ride.   It was obvious they 
were getting significant up-draft airflow.   In the desert, the 
pants ran a little hot, but bearable.
     The DryMaster pants were fashionable, as well.  They I 
attended the BMW MOA rally in Billings Montana on the trip. 
As you may know, BMW riders have a pretty common set of 
riding gear!  More than once, a fellow rider commented on the 
pants.  Several people asked what brand and where they could get 
a pair.  Still waiting on my Taichi commission.
     The thing I like the most about the pants is the fit and waterproof-
ness.  I feel like I am always compromising on one of these with most 
riding gear and the Taichi was a home run on this front.
      My least favorite thing about the pants is the lack of ventila-
tion.  Although, that is an expected compromise with waterproof 
gear.  One other nit is the permanent liner inside would sometimes get 
caught on my boot cuff when trying to fit the pant over the boot.  Again, 
this is a personal choice and the pant is slim enough at the ankle to wear 
the boot over.

Pros: Waterproof, good fit, good price, good looking.

Cons: Lacks ventilation, not great for wearing over boots.

Next I will review the Taichi StayCool under garments.

http://www.taichimoto.com/rs-taichi-rsy248-drymaster-cargo-riding-pants
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2016 Holiday Party Registration Form
Sunday, 17 January 2016 * La Ferme * 7101 Brookville Road * Chevy Chase MD 20815 * 301.476.1655

Brunch from 12.30 to 4.00 pm * Awards presentation starts at 3.00 pm
Cost: $30 per person * Registration deadline is 11 January 2016

Join us as we celebrate last year and ring in the new year! Enjoy great camaraderie, food, drink, speakers, and awards.

Please print clearly or submit your registration to treasurer@bmwbmw.org via PayPal (please include all the below information).

Club Member:

Guest/Associate Member:

Email:                   Phone:

Mailing Address:

Send your check, payable to BMWBMW, to:
Mike Potter, Treasurer * 1201 Braddock Pl. Apt 1109 * Alexandria VA 22314

For more information, send email to events@bmwbmw.org
Registration must be RECEIVED no later than Monday, 11 January 2016. This is a registration-only event!

Register online at www.bmwbmw.org/holidayparty/registration.

I/we hereby waive, release and hold harmless the BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washington, La Ferme, and guests/entertainers for any liability resulting from 
damages, loss or personal injury while attending the 2016 Holiday Party, or for any cause of action I now, or in the future, have against them. This waiver ex-

tends to my heirs, executors, administrators and assignees. There are no refunds of registration fees.

Signature of Club Member:

Signature of Guest/Associate Member:

Photo of 2015 Holiday Party at La Ferme by Henry Winokur

http://www.taichimoto.com/rs-taichi-rsy248-drymaster-cargo-riding-pants/
http://www.bmwbmw.org/holidayparty/registration


BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washington
Karen Ager, Membership Chair
PO Box 44735
Fort Washington, MD 20749-4735

join bmwbmw from our website: www.bmwbmw.org/mbrship

One last blast of holiday spirit for you: Rudolph the 
Red-Nosed R 1200 GS! This bike belongs to club member 
Gene and was spotted outside the City Diner in Falls 
Church, VA on New Year’s Day before a half-dozen BMWs 
headed out Rt 7 on a welcome-to-2016 ride.

http://www.bmwbmw.org/mbrship
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