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BMWBMW is currently seeking a Media Chair, an Editor to take 
over Between the Spokes, and several committee chairs. If you’re 
interested in any of these positions, contact any sitting Board of 
Directors member.

If you enjoy what you see here, we encourage you to join the club. 
Come to a meeting (see the calendar) or contact the Membership 
Chair for more information.

BMWBMW welcomes motorcycle riders on all marques, but as 
we are specifically a BMW club, we have found our members gain 
more from the fellowship if they own or are at least interested in 
owning a BMW motorcycle. Antique, airhead, oilhead, camhead, 
hexhead or wethead — all are welcome here.

Plays nice with others

From the President

2 Front cover photo by Kurtis Minder. Back cover photo by Chase Hinderstein.

Two years ago I rode across the southwest on a 
budget. I had recently quit my lucrative day job to 
start a company. I knew I was going to miss that 
job with its subsidized travel and dining, perks 
and status. Even so, this opened up a new avenue 
and new challenges. I wasn’t going to let the lack 
of liquid income deter me from my annual motor-
cycle journeys. Luckily for me, there is a supportive 
community of motorcyclists who open their front 
doors, garage doors, and property gates to folks 
like me. That spring I pitched a tent in someone’s 
yard in North Carolina, slept on a futon in a gentle-
man’s heated garage in Mississippi, and stayed in 
a hip couple’s home in downtown Austin.  These 
folks did not charge me a dime for the accommo-
dations and often went above and beyond, offering 
food, drinks and good company. This particular 
community is organized on ADVRider (http://
www.advrider.com) and is referred to as Tentspace. 
Tentspace is a free collaborative camping service. 
The concept behind Tentspace is simple:if you have 
property that has space and allows for camping, 
put a pin in the Tentspace map through the thread 
on ADVRider. Community members who are on 
trips can search the map and email or text the 
property owner to arrange the visit.  Easy and 
free.  It is services like these that bring our larger 
motorcycle community together.  
     Whether Tentspace, the MOA Anonymous, the 
BMWBMW directory, or another non-moto specific 
tool like Couchsurfing, the connected world offers 
so many ways to expand our motorcycle network. 
These tools also provide an opportunity for you 
to give back. I recently acquired a pickup truck 
from a fellow club member and contributor. I don’t 
need to haul things, generally.  One of the primary 
reasons for getting the truck was to have an oppor-
tunity to help my fellow motorcyclists.  I ordered a 
ramp and procured some straps.  If I am available, 
I am here to help.  It is for this same reason that 
my roommate and fellow club member, Taylor, are 
listing the house on Tentspace and Couchsurfing. 

We are looking forward 
to the quirky, road 
weary, hipster, or 
seasoned riders to join 
us for a beer by the fire 
pit and some fish on the 
grill.  
     This article wouldn’t 
be comprehensive if 
I didn’t recognize the 
potential risk of using 
such services or hosting 
strangers. My experi-
ence has not been 
without some strange 
encounters, and my 
friends and colleagues 
who have participated 
have similar stories. 
Nevertheless, I have 
not been in a position 
where I have felt in 
danger or threatened by 
a host or guest. The lens 
through which I assess 
this is simple: as an active motorcycle community member, I have an 
extensive network ranging from the club to dealer networks and vendors. 
As I picture all of the people I know from the motorcycle community, 
even the quirky ones, would I invite them into my home?  The answer 
is unquestionably yes. If I only had one opportunity to meet Chiba, 
and that opportunity was offering this Chiba stranger my couch for 
an evening I would do it every time.  Sure, there is risk, but given the 
upside, I argue it is 100 per cent worth it. 
     So get out there and pitch a tent behind someone’s garden, allow a 
fellow motorcyclist to sleep on your air mattress, air up their tires, and 
share a bottle of wine.  I promise you won’t regret it….and my pickup is 
ready when you need it. 

Cheers! 

Kurtis

http://www.bmwbmw.org


calendar of events
*9 Apr, 10.00:  BMWBMW Board of Directors meeting; 
11.00 General Membership meeting, hosted by the Battle-
field Cafe, 9204 Mike Garcia Dr., Manassas VA 20109.

*16 Apr, 10.00:  Maryland Breakfast Ride, Myersville.

16 Apr, 09.00:  Morton’s BMW Spring Open House

*23 Apr, 08.00:  Tech Day hosted by JVB.

22-24 Apr:  BMW MOA Weekend Getaway, Fontana 
Dam NC. Registration required. See www.bmwmoa.
org/?page=events2 for more information.

*24 Apr, 08.30:  Virginia Breakfast Ride, Clifton.

28 Apr-1 May:  Horizons Unlimited Travellers Meeting, 
Holiday Lake 4H Center and Camp, Appomattox VA. 
Registration required, see www.horizonsunlimited.com for 
more information.

*7 May, 09.00:  Baltimore Breakfast Ride, Cockeysville.

*14 May, 10.00:  BMWBMW Board of Directors meeting; 
11.00 General Membership meeting, hosted by Bob’s 
BMW.

20-22 May:  Morton’s BMW Spring Fling, Natural Bridge 
Hotel & Resort, Natural Bridge VA. Separate event and 
hotel registration required, hotel fills up fast. See www.
mortonsbmw.com for more information.

*21 May, 10.00:  Maryland Breakfast Ride, Myersville.

*22 May, 08.30:  Virginia Breakfast Ride, Clifton.

*3-5 June:  BMWBMW’s annual Square Route Rally, Camp 
West-Mar, 14509 Brown Rd., Sabillasville MD. Registration 
required but available onsite. Plentiful camping available, 
bunk house slots available on a first-come, first-served basis. 
Friday and Saturday night dinner provided, Saturday and 
Sunday breakfast too. Lunch is on your own. Early arrival 
(Thursday night) available for event volunteers only. Contact 
Andy Dooley, VP & Rally Chair to volunteer (vp@bmwbmw.
org). Guided GS, GS-Lite and Road rides leave Saturday 
morning. (In)Famous awards ceremony Saturday night. Join 
BMWBMW for the first premier event of the rallying season. 
Chat with old friends and make new ones!

14-17 July:  BMW MOA “Das Rally” in Hamburg, NY.

18-21 Aug:  BMW 100th Anniversary celebration during 
the Rolex Monterey Motorsports Reunion, Mazda Raceway, 
Laguna Seca CA.

* indicates BMWBMW Events

http://www.bmwmoa.org/?page=events2
http://www.bmwmoa.org/?page=events2
http://www.horizonsunlimited.com
http://www.mortonsbmw.com
http://www.mortonsbmw.com
mailto:vp%40bmwbmw.org?subject=SRR%20volunteer%20enquiry
mailto:vp%40bmwbmw.org?subject=SRR%20volunteer%20enquiry
http://www.beemersuberalles.com
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This is the time of year when many of us are looking at maps, 
staring at our bikes, dreaming of destinations near and far, and 
planning our routes and rides for the year. We at BMWBMW 
want to personally invite you to include the annual BMW 
Bikers of Metropolitan Washington’s “Square Route Rally” in 
Smithsburg, Maryland in your plans.
     The Rally site itself: situated in the scenic Catoctin Moun-
tains, it offers rally goers a quiet, tranquil setting with close 
proximity to shops, restaurants, and services in Thurmont or 
Smithsburg. It is easily accessed from both interstate and major 
secondary roads. Campers will be pleased with the tree-lined, 
spacious, grass-covered tenting areas. For the adventure 
enthusiast, be it rider or spectator, this site also offers an 
incredible off-road field events area with great proximity to the 
camp grounds. If you like a little variety in your entertainment, 
Gettysburg offers a tour of the Civil War grounds and history. 
There will be planned day rides for both the adventure rider 
and the street enthusiast alike!
     Last Saturday we did our annual first site visit of Camp-
WestMar, the site of the Rally. The new caretakers at the YMCA 
have big plans to improve the grounds and make WestMar 
more accommodating to guests.  Sam, our new contact from 
the YMCA, was excited to hear about the club’s history with the 
grounds, and he is eager to continue Camp WestMar’s relation-
ship  with BMWBMW.
     We walked the grounds and inspected the facili-
ties.  The YMCA intends to prep the grounds to BMWBMW’s 
specifications before our arrival.  This should make our 
setup much easier this year.  Sam indicated that they intend 

Square Route Rally Update

Site visit to West-Mar reveals no active tigers

to prep the bunk houses, the bathrooms and the kitchen in 
advance.  Further, he worked with us to design the layout of the 
picnic and mess hall tables so that the YMCA could move them 
to their designated spots. The safety inspections will be done 
by the Fire Marshall before we arrive, and the shed area will be 
clear for the setup of the bar.
     We walked the back field and found it to be suitable for the 
field events. While not flat, the field provides adequate space 
for the skills contests that members Greg Krammes and Cory 
Hinderstein are putting together for the rally attendees.
Overall, we are encouraged with the YMCA’s plans to make 
improvements to the grounds and the accommodation process. 
The club is excited to have such willing partners in the YMCA 
and we can see a continued partnership and a better WestMar 
experience as a result.
     On another note, we are making some changes to how we 
serve lunch and breakfast this year. Many of you may recall that 
we had issues with our caterer over the last couple of years.  In 
order to make this more manageable, we are not going to use 
a catering company for breakfast and lunch.  Instead, we will 
be providing a continental breakfast on Saturday and will have 
a PB&J bar available to attendees for lunch.  Most of us ride for 
lunch anyway. Sunday, we will put out what we have left over.  
All of this will be included in the rally fee.
     We are convinced that all of this will make the 2016 Square 
Route Rally and future SR rallies in Smithsburg absolutely 
Wunderbar!

Andy Dooley
BMWBMW Vice President and Rally Chair

“I was interested in a BMW S 1000 RR and Paris Tato, Sales Advisor, and Dennis Szarko, Sales Manager made it happen! 
Paris took the time to make sure I knew everything I needed to know about the bike and was even helpful on his day off; 
I emailed him and he called me right back. You can't buy service like that! Bob, the owner, was also friendly and a 
wonderful guy. I commend this dealership and the entire staff for their friendly, knowledgeable, and courteous service. I 
would 100% recommend this dealership and I would definitely buy another bike from them. It was a great experience.”
                                                                                                                                                                      - Ray Henderson (Elkridge, MD) 

MAKE LIFE 
A RIDE.
2016 BMW S 1000 RR

10720 Guilford Road, Jessup, MD 20794  |  888-269-BOBS (2627)  |  bobsbmw.com
Parts  |  Accessories  |  Apparel  |  Service  |  New & Used Motorcycles

http://www.bobsbmw.com


Sick, Twisted K 75 conversion 
spotted in vienna, va

Chase Hinderstein spotted this stunning K 75 
custom conversion and convinced the builder to 
pose for photos.

The bike’s owner lives in Washington, D.C. and 
we’ll see if we can track him down for the story 
behind this build.

If you’re interested in having an old bike updated 
to wow you friends and drive your enemies insane 
with jealousy, contact Pat Jones at MotoHangar, 
703.231.2223.

http://www.motohangar.com
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A primer for the blue ridge parkway By Jennings A. Glenn
We all have our favorite roads, those we love to ride 
over and over. For me it’s the Blue Ridge Parkway: 
469 miles from Waynesboro, VA to Cherokee, NC. 
It’s a National Parkway with no stop signs or stop 
lights for the entire length, has very little traffic and 
it’s free. The BRP was built on top of the Appalachian 
Mountain chain and has some of the most beautiful 
scenery in the east. Construction began in 1935 and 
was finished in 1966, except for the 7.7 miles around 
Grandfather Mountain, NC. The famous Linn Cove 
Viaduct completed the Parkway around the mountain 
in 1987.  I’ve ridden the entire Parkway fifteen times 
since 1992 and ridden at least part of the Parkway 
almost every other year. The road surface is usually 
excellent, the curves predictable and plentiful, and 
you can ride for miles without seeing another vehicle. 
I’ve seen bears, wild turkeys, deer, eagles, all sort of 
small critters, birds and even wild dogs while riding.
     This article is a primer of places I recommend you 
stop to visit, places I’ve stopped many times to eat, 
sleep, sightsee and photograph. I also include some 
recommendations about where to ride at the end of 
the Parkway, and a description of the road itself.
The Parkway has mile markers every mile from the 
north terminus just west of Waynesboro, VA, to the 

end just north of Cherokee, NC in the Great Smoky Mountains National 
Park. Living in the D.C. area, my group of friends and I ride the Parkway 
from north to south. From where I live in Thurmont, MD, it’s 165 miles 
to the Parkway entrance, so some years I’d ride down to Waynesboro for 
a relaxing night in a good motel with a pool, and some years I’d leave 
early and meet the group at 9:00 a.m. at the Humpback Rocks Visitors 
Center (m. 8.5) fed and gassed up. Humpback Rocks is a good place to 
meet, use the restroom and get some maps. There is NO gas available 
on the Parkway so top off in Waynesboro (more on this later). I allow 5-6 
days for the trip: two down on the Parkway, two to ride around in the 
Smokies, and one or two to head home --usually on the super slab.  
     Day one, 215 miles. We leave from Humpback Rocks Visitors 
Center by 9:00 a.m. U.S  Park Police monitor the 45 mph speed limit 
and usually will give you about 5-10 miles over that. We make our first 
stop at the Buena Vista Overlook (m. 45). It’s a beautiful view looking 
west into the Shenandoah Valley and a chance to stretch the legs a bit. 
Following that stop we enjoy the curves for another 30 miles, stopping 
briefly at the James River Visitors Center (m. 63.8), the lowest elevation 
on the Parkway (650 feet). Lunch is at the Peaks of Otter Visitors Center 
(m. 86), the only resort on the Parkway. The Peaks have an excellent 
restaurant, large motel/hotel, beautiful lake and miles of hiking trails. 
Lunch is always delicious. Take time to enjoy the area. Following lunch 
we ride to where U.S. 220 intersects the Parkway (about m. 121) just 
outside of Roanoke for gas. Take 220 west toward Roanoke and gas is 
about 2 miles. There are many county, state and U.S. highways that cross 

http://www.mortonsbmw.com/
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the Parkway either over, under, or at grade with stop signs, so if help is 
needed you can get off the BRP. A note about gas:while my K1200LT 
could easily exceed  the 230 miles we ride on the first day, we typically 
have Harleys or sport bikes with much smaller fuel tanks, so we stop 
about every 120+ miles to fill up. Remember, there is NO gas on the 
Parkway. Back on the road, we ride to Tuggles Gap Restaurant for pie! 
     About mile 164 look for VA Rt. 8 and take the exit to head east. The 
Tuggles Gap Restaurant is less than ½ mile. The “famous” Tuggles Gap 
Pie consists of a Cream Cheese bottom topped with chocolate pudding, 
whipped cream, walnuts and chocolate drizzle. Don’t miss it! Then back 
on the Parkway to take a short ride to Mabry Mill (m. 175). This old mill 
is the most often photographed site on the Parkway. Very nice walking 
trails, a beautiful mill with a lake and a visitors center. Leaving Mabry 
Mill we ride on to mile 200 and Rt. 52 at Fancy Gap, taking the road 
west toward Rt. 221 and Galax or Hillsville, VA for the night. Arriving 
about 4:30 p.m. There are plenty of motels and restaurants in the area. 
If you are a camper I recommend the Willville Motorcycle Campground 
just off mile 178 near Meadows of Dan. Check out their website.
     Day two, 285 miles. There is much to see and many miles to ride as 
we head south to Cherokee, NC, so we’re on the road by 8:00 a.m. I 
ride with the same group each time, but occasionally we have a newbie 
who has not ridden on roads as isolated as the BRP. So be sure to remind 
everyone to fuel up. At mile 216.9 the Parkway crosses into North 
Carolina; it’s marked on the road and by a sign. In 1749 the party that 
surveyed the boundary included Peter Jefferson, father of Thomas. Our 

first stop is the Northwest Trading Post (m. 258.6). 
This is a large log cabin that offers crafts and 
refreshments from North Carolina’s northwestern 
counties. Nice place to buy original gifts for family/
friends. On the road after the Trading Post we ride 
to Rt. 321 (m. 292) and go east into the town of 
Blowing Rock for an early lunch and gas. Lots of 
restaurant choices.
     Depending on the choices we make for later in 
the day, we may or may not stop at the Moses H. 
Cone Memorial Park (m. 294.1) after we get back 
on the Parkway. This is a huge old manor house 
with many crafts to buy, including blown glass. 
The “Cone” center has miles of hiking and horse-
back riding paths, a large lake and more. A stop 
we always make is the Linn Cove Viaduct Visitors 
Center (m. 304.4). The Visitors Center is after you 
have ridden across the viaduct (7 miles), which 
circles around Grandfather Mountain. The history 
of why and how the viaduct was constructed is well 
worth the stop. And try to stop before the Visitors 
Center to get some photos of your bike/friends of 
the beautiful Viaduct with Grandfather Mountain 
in the background. Next, you will need to have 

Continued on page 12.
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The Safety Scene
By scott keimig

At a recent Club Ride, I was asked ,“What one thing 
can I do to improve the safety of my riding?” Several 
topics come to mind: increased conspicuity by 
wearing hi-viz gear or adding supplemental lighting; 
practicing cornering skills; practicing throttle, shifting, 
and braking skills; maintaining optimal tire pressure 
and replacing tires before the wear bars are flat to 
tread; upgrading suspension components; or wearing 
the appropriate protective gear (ATGATT). These are 
important, and I hope you are doing all of them (and 
others not listed), but the item I consider to be most 
important has not yet been listed – it is optimization 
of vision skills. 
     Vision is so basic to almost everything one does 
in motorcycling, yet vision skills are often taken for 
granted, and many riders neglect the opportunities 
available to improve vision skills and be a safer rider. 
That vision skills is a universal topic in every kind 
of rider training I have participated in as a student 
or instructor, e.g., Pridmore’s CLASS, Total Control, 
BMW Enduro School, and the various levels of MSF 
classes, is primary evidence of its significance. But, 
unless you work in law enforcement, the military, or 
as a scientist, your observation skills likely can be 
enhanced quite a bit, and even if you are employed 

as a cop, a warrior, or in science, you might benefit from guidance in 
transferring your elevated observation skills to motorcycle riding--at least 
that has been true for this retired scientist. 
     The MSF breaks-down visual skills into three indispensable and inter-
related components: 1) visual acuity, 2) peripheral awareness, and 3) 
hazard perception/recognition. Let’s examine each of them, starting with 
acuity. The Vision Council of America estimates that approximately 75% 
of adults use vision correction: 64% wear eyeglasses and 11% wear 
contact lenses. About 30% of the US population is near-sighted and 
should use glasses for activities such as riding. About twice as many US 
adults are far-sighted; they have trouble reading without glasses, but may 
focus well at a distance. Both fields of vision are needed for safe riding 
– excellent distance vision is obvious to ID hazards, signs, etc. while 
close-up vision is needed to be aware of gauges, GPS, etc. In many 
states one must have 20/40 distance vision to legally operate a vehicle. 
Since 7th grade I’ve been nearsighted with uncorrected distance vision 
of 20/200 in both eyes (legally blind in some jurisdictions), but with 
prescription lenses I improve to 20/15 which is superior to “normal” 
vision. Then, in my forties similar to +60% of adults, I needed correction 
of my “reading” vision. As I said before I believe correction of both near 
and far vision are essential to safe riding. And even riders with perfect 
visual acuity need to consider replacing helmet visors and sunglasses 
that are damaged with scratches, etc. Also, be aware that some riders 
wearing sunglasses featuring polarized lens under a face shield may 
experience visual distortion anomalies and wash-outs of digital gauges.

The single best means to achieve safer riding
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TOM McGRATH’S
MOTORCYCLE LAW GROUP®

Dedicated to protecting the rights of injured motorcyclists. We ride so we understand.  
If you’ve been injured through no fault of your own, call the Motorcycle Law Group.SM

1-800-321-8968            www.MotorcycleLawGroup.com
Licensed in Virginia, West Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Tennessee. 

By scott keimig

     Next let’s consider peripheral awareness. This is a topic which is 
presented in MSF’s newly-introduced Basic Rider Class. In my instructor 
training , I was stunned to learn that 
one’s central vision – i.e., the area 
of highest visual acuity, which Total 
Control calls spotlight- or predator-
vision – is a miniscule 3-degree 
cone (as you read this sentence a 
3-degree cone consists of the words 
“spotlight vision,” or if you’re on the 
road, it consists of the stick-figure 
family stuck to the rear window car 
in front of you). The narrowness of 
the cone is one of the reasons that 
beginning riders learn to keep their 
eyes moving and avoid fixating 
on a particular object, distance or 
direction. 
     The opposite end of the visual field is termed peripheral vision. One’s 
maximum angle of visual periphery occurs when an object to one’s side 
first becomes perceived (perception does not mean identification – more 
on this below) and can be as wide as 90-degrees to each side. In this 
area the rider may not have any inkling as to what the item is in her 
periphery, only that something is there, and this is important as it may 
be her first warning of an as-yet-unrecognized hazard. However, better 

clues on the form of that object generally occur at a 
peripheral angle of 45- to 30-degrees, as this is where 
characteristics (object size, speed, etc.) are discerned, 
e.g., one can differentiate whether the object to the 
side is an accelerating car versus his riding buddy on 
a bike taking the lead before the next exit. MSF terms 
this visual area “useful field of view” and the point 
being that even though you can’t yet ID the car as a 
Toyota or which one of your buddies is passing you, 
you can have sufficient info to assess the degree of 
potential hazard (if any), turn your head to acquire 
additional info, or prepare to take evasive action. 
     On a personal note, one of the more beneficial 
actions that I have included into my riding has been 
to incorporate greater utilization of my useful field of 
vision. In fact I found that Total Control’s Advanced 
Riding Clinic has a vision drill that helps one develop 
that skill by decreasing one’s anxiety of concentrating 
outside of the cone of central vision and thereby 
augmenting one’s useful field of vision. It entails 
riding around a 40-foot circle demarcated with 14 
colored cones. The objective is to fully turn your 
head 90-degrees looking across the opposite side of 
the circle while simultaneously opening your field 

Continued on page 12.
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of vision to see as many cones as possible. 
At first it sounded like pseudo-science, yet 
after dozens of reps of this drill, I feel I have 
acquired an important safety tool.
     Finally, let’s look at hazard perception/
recognition, but first an introduction is 
needed – Beemer Rider, allow me to intro-
duce Duck-Rabbit. You may have met him in 
psychology class (or possibly the MSF’s new 
BRC). Notice his ambiguous (or reversible) 
image. Do you see a duck, or do you see 
rabbit, and how the heck can that improve 
riding safety? Minus the theoretical psycho-
babble, my short answer is that Duck-Rabbit 
is an illustration of possible impediments to 
hazard recognition. Hazard recognition is a 
step beyond the innate physiological function 
of object perception, because recognition of 
alternate possibilities is driven by substantial 
mental processing. Thus, recognition of an 
object as potentially hazardous is a combined 
function of knowledge, memory recall, and 
rapid analysis. If you look at the D-R illusion 
and can only perceive a duck, try thinking 
of, or even whispering, the term “rabbit”. 
Then it’s likely you will see the duck image 
instantly assume the form of a rabbit. Give 
it a try – did it work for you? Now, imagine 
yourself riding when you perceive a car at 
a side road intersection or perceive a deer 
coming out of the brush looking across the 
road. These scenarios happen constantly – 
when they occur, do you basically perceive 
these objects in their fundamental forms of a 
car or deer? Or, has your mind developed the 
conditioned response to immediately whisper 
“hazard”? This process may sound rather 
rudimentary to the long-time riders out there, 
but maybe that’s a prime reason they are 
long-timers – they have advanced visual and 
hazard recognition skills.
     Well that pretty much covers it this month, 
so I will leave you with some priceless advice 
I heard decades ago from Paul Mihalka, “Ride 
as if you are invisible.”

As with previous Safety Scene topics, this 
month’s column entails both my beliefs 
(which may or may not be true for your 
riding) and the expressed opinions of experts 
in the field of motosafety.

decided whether to visit Grandfather Mountain or 
Mount Mitchell. I’ll explain both but the day is not long 
enough to visit both if you plan on being in Cherokee 
before dark. Just down the road from the Linn Cove 
Visitors Center is Rt. 221 and the entrance to Grandfa-
ther Mountain (m. 305). The entry fee is $20 and there 
is much to see and do on the mountain: breathtaking 
views, a mile-high swinging bridge, a wildlife habitat, 
nature museum, and more. Plan on at least 1.5 hours to 
visit the mountain.
     Back on the Parkway, you will find Mount Mitchell 
State Park (m. 355.4). Take Rt. 128 off the Parkway for 
a short ride to the highest peak east of the Mississippi 
(6684 feet). There is no entrance fee. There is a stun-
ning restaurant, a viewing tower, picnic grounds and 
hiking trails. And the ride up and back is excellent. The 
remaining 100+ miles is why I love the Parkway: the 
great twisties, fantastic pavement, lack of traffic and 
incredible scenery, including 25 tunnels carved through 
solid rock. Take time to stop at random overlooks or 
tunnels for great photographs. Leaving Mt. Mitchell you 
can stop by Asheville for gas (m. 383). The highest point 
on the Parkway (m. 431) is a must-stop place for a photo. 
The elevation is 6,053 feet. There is a pull off and large 
sign perfect for photographs with you and your bike. The 
final stop I recommend is the Waterrock Knob Visitors 
Center (m. 451.2), providing the best panorama view of 
the Great Smokies on the Parkway. Leaving Waterrock 
you have a short but great ride down to the end of the 
Blue Ridge Parkway and into Cherokee, NC. Arrival in 
Cherokee at about 5:00 p.m.
     We typically spend two more days staying in Cher-
okee and riding in the Smokies. The Tail of the Dragon 
and getting a T-Shirt is a must. It’s a bit of a ride to get 
to but I recommend the Cherohala Skyway, which is Rt. 
143 in NC and Rt. 165 in TN (same road), and connects 
Robbinsville, NC to Tellico Plains, TN. The Skyway is 
43 miles long and rises over 4,000 feet in elevation. It 
is a National Forest Scenic Byway and carries no traffic; 
you’ll have the road to yourself. When you leave the 
Skyway. you can loop back south and get on Rt. 19 
which will take you to Cherokee via the Nantahala 
Gorge, a great white water rafting area. If you have 
time, the Wheels Through Time Motorcycle Museum in 
Maggie Valley, NC is excellent.  
     Last but by no means least is the Parkway itself. We 
all love twisties and hate traffic. The Blue Ridge Parkway 
has almost no traffic and hundreds of twisties. I’ve been 
told by Park Rangers that in the last decade car traffic has 
dropped dramatically. I agree with that. The road was 
engineered in the 1940s and the curves are very predict-
able and consistent in their radius. The few “corkscrew” 
turns are clearly marked with signs for motorcyclists. 
The pavement is well maintained and with less and less 
car traffic (commercial trucks are not allowed); they 
are smooth and provide great grip. So enjoy the open 
road, great twisties and beautiful scenery for this long, 
wonderful, winding road: the Blue Ridge Parkway.
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